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BACK TO THE FUTURE 
From the Rector… 

On April 20th, 1926, St Faith’s Church 
Hall was officially opened.  Local 
legends abound as to the original 
purpose and designation of the hall.  
One legend is that it was raised by 
public subscription as a memorial to 
the men of Havant, lost in the First 
World War.  That may well have been 
partially in the minds of the Parish at 

the time, of course.  But the leaflet which announced the 
hall’s opening told a different story.  Thanks to a generous 
benefactor (Sir Woolmer White, Bt., who gave £1,000) 
public subscriptions and ’fancy fairs’, the hall was opened 
in 1926 (with a debt of £1,500 still to repay).   At the time, 
the then Rector, Rev’d Harold Rodgers, stated that the hall 
was to be primarily a Parish Hall (i.e. “primarily for the 
purposes of the Church - for meetings, conferences, 
entertainments etc., in connection with St Faith’s and its 
organisations”).  When not required for these purposes, 
“it is intended that it will be available at a fair charge for 
public meetings, lectures etc.” 

The Hall was built as an addition to a complex of buildings 
which included the Men’s Club that was established in 
what it now called ’Church House’.  Of membership of that 
club, the then Rector wrote, “just as to the Parish Church, 
all who come are welcome, so membership of the Club 
will be open to any young men in Havant without any 
religious test whatever” 

The Rector’s statement about the opening concluded with 
these remarks: “In these buildings we believe we have 
provided something that will be of permanent value to 
the Church and the parish” 

These principles (of a church-owned facility that is open 
for all to use) are still very much at the heart of what we 
now call The Pallant Centre.  Over the years, the buildings 
have undoubtedly suffered from the ravages of time, and 

from the inability of groups who use the buildings to 
contribute more than a small percentage of the huge cost 
of running them.  However,  as the 90th anniversary of the 
opening of the hall approaches, the Parish has committed 
itself with renewed vigour to the restoration, repair and 
renovation of these facilities - for the benefit of the whole 
community.   

This Newsletter (intended to be the first in a series) gives 
an overview of the wide diversity of groups who currently 
benefit from what we now call The Pallant Centre.  It also 
lays out some of the emerging plans we are developing for 
the future - and invites YOU to get involved.  

We are heading ‘back to the future’ - back, in other words 
to the original vision of our forebears who left us this 
fantastic legacy.  We want the Pallant Centre to continue 
to offer a home to an  enormous variety of groups, each of 
which contribute to improving the quality of life of Havant 
residents.  We also want it to be a place where memories 
are made - a place for celebrations and parties, a place of 
great music and drama, a place where friendships to last a 
life-time can be forged.  
 

Will you help? 
 

Canon Tom Kennar  
Rector of Havant 
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BUILD 

CAMPAIGN 



 Dynamo Youth Theatre is a 
performance-based theatre group 
providing a drama, music and 
dance experience for 65 young 
people aged between 11 and 18. 
 

A stunning production of 
Midsummer Nights Dream was performed by an all 
female cast in September.  A brilliant and inventive 
performance was enjoyed by a packed Spring Arts 
Centre. 

 

We now look forward with eager anticipation to 
Dynamo’s Christmas production: 
‘Daisy and Marvin Save the Day’ 

Wednesday 6th—9th January in the Hall, 7.30pm 
with a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 

Dynamo meet in the hall on Monday and Thursday 
evenings from 5.30pm –7.30pm.  For more 
information about Dynamo (including booking 
tickets): 

www. dynamoyouththeatre.com 

ST FAITH’S ART GROUP 

Meet at 10am –12noon on a Tuesday morning.  
They welcome any new members -
advanced or beginners. 
 

For more information, please contact 
Pam Moore on  02392 471214  

Havant Symphony Orchestra was created by Peter 
Craddock in 1962 as a Further Education class to 
offer local amateur musicians an opportunity to 
study, rehearse and perform a wide range of 
orchestral music. Some players are involved in the 
music profession, for example as local music 
teachers. Others are gifted amateur players.   
 

Their next concert is on Sat 5 Dec 2015, 
7:30pm:  at Oaklands School, Waterlooville 
conducted by Jonathan Butcher and Joseph 
Beckhelling with soloist Jane Streeton – 
Shostakovich, Ravel, Richard Strauss, Elgar. 
 

The Orchestra meet in the hall on a Friday evening 
during term time from 7.15pm-9.45pm. 
 

www.havantorchestras.org.uk  

 

GETTING GOING 

Over the last six months, a new ‘Hall Users Group’ has been 

formed - made up of representatives of all the regular 

groups who use the hall.  Together, through a couple of 

’Clutter Busting’ Days, they have cleared out accumulated 

rubbish from all around the Centre, and returned a 

previously unused room to full use.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The User Group, led by our Parish Development Officer, 

Dave Pearson (and with the help of the St Faith’s Men’s 

Group) has also begun work to clear our overgrown garden, 

with the aim of returning it to community use. 

 

 

 

 

 

With the help of the Hampshire Probation Service, work is 

now underway to decorate the main hall, and complete the 

garden project. 

Over the next few months, subject to the relevant approvals, 

work to refurbish the renew the Hall toilets has been 

commissioned by St Faith’s. 

The Upper Room as it was... 

The Upper Room as it is… 

http://www.havantorchestras.org.uk/conductor.php
http://www.havantorchestras.org.uk/conductor.php
http://www.havantorchestras.org.uk/progdec15.php
http://www.havantorchestras.org.uk/progdec15.php


INTO THE FUTURE 

All the activity so far is only a beginning.  The Hall User 
Group, supported by the St Faith’s PCC, is planning 
many exciting projects.  There are, for example, plans 
on the table to convert the ‘Green Room’ (behind the 
stage) into a useful meeting area.  In the long term we 
would like to build an atrium on to the front of the 
building, as a place for gathering before performances, 
and as a café-cum-bar.  The rear garden will also 
become a place where people can gather for 
conversation, or rest awhile in tranquillity. 

First, however, there are a number of challenges to be 
overcome, including the parlous state of the Church 
House roof, and the technical challenges of damp 
ingress into various parts of the building.  Much 
decoration is also needed throughout the centre, as well 
as upgrades to heating and electrical systems. 

A business plan is currently being developed which (we 
hope and expect!) will chart the future development 
and running costs of the centre with some accuracy. 

 To underpin all this work 
(as well as restoration of 
the Church building) the 
parish has launched a ‘Big 
Build Campaign’.  This is a 
fundraising and profile-
raising project, which includes a number of planned events.  Individual 

donations are also warmly welcomed to help achieve our goals.  Already, this year, around £15,000 has been 
raised through events and personal donations.  Here’s a flavour of what’s coming up in the next year... 

Saturday 12 December,  7.30pm Renaissance Choir Concert in Church 

Tuesday 15 December,   7.30pm Solent Male Voice Choir Concert in the Hall 

Sunday 13 December,  3.30pm Remembering Loved Ones at Christmas (in St Faith’s Church) 

Sunday 20 December,   6.00pm Carols at St Faith’s, with Rotary and Guests (in the Church) 

Saturday 30 January,  7.30pm Burns Night in the Hall 

Saturday 27 February,  7.00pm Generation Game in the Hall 

Saturday 12 March,  7.30pm Havant Light Opera Concert in the Church 

Saturday 23 April,  7.00pm Murder Mystery Dinner with Cloak & Dagger in the Hall 

Saturday 21 May,  7.00pm Pallant Centre Variety Show - in the Hall 

Saturday 11 June,  7.30pm ‘An Evening with Tom Kennar’ at ‘The Resurrection’ Farlington 

Saturday 18 June,  9.30am Pallant Centre Community Day 

     7.30pm Solent Male Voice Choir with Tom Kennar - in the Hall 

Saturday 16 July   7.00pm ‘Dragonfly’ - 60s&70s Live Band - in the Hall 

Saturday 24 September 7.00pm Harvest Supper and Skittles Evening - in the Hall 

Saturday 15 October  7.00pm Langstone Big Band Concert and Dance - in the Hall 

Saturday 19 November  7.00pm “Folk, Food and Foaming Ales” - in the Hall 

RAINBOWS for girls aged 5-7.  
They meet on a Tuesday 
afternoon from 4.45 to 5.45pm  
Rainbows are working towards 
their Festival badges 

 

BROWNIES for girls aged 7-10 now have 31 
members and are working on craft badges and are 
planning ‘a Night at the Museum’!  Brownies meet 
on a Friday evening from 6.15 until 7.45pm. 
 

For more information about Brownies or Rainbows. 
 contact Katie Lander on: dklander@talktalk.net  

SOLENT MALE VOICE CHOIR 

The choir joined us in July of this 
year. They performed at the Passion 
Play in August and did their own 
concert at the URC Church on 10 

October.  In February of this year the Choir 
performed to a packed church , a concert for our 
new Rector Canon Tom Kennar (who himself is an 
accomplished singer and musician).  The choir were 
magnificent and we look forward to their next 
concert on 15 December in the hall. 

 

SMVC welcomes new (male) members. 

www.smvc.co.uk  
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SPECIAL DIARY DATE: Saturday 18 June - PALLANT COMMUNITY DAY  
-a chance to try your hand at activities provided by many of our groups - archery, singing, 

playing an instrument, art & drama.  Come and have a go! 



GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 
meets on a Tuesday evening at 
7.30pm—9pm. One member of the 
group recently celebrated their 9th 

anniversary of being free from Gambling addiction. 
 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meet 

on a Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in 
Church House, where they have met 
for the last 35 years.  During that time 
they have helped so many people 
overcome their addiction.  This group 
have some amazing stories from the people that 
have been part of the group over the years.  AA have 
open meetings on the second Wednesday of the 
month. 

AL-ANON meet on a Wednesday 

evening at 7.30pm.  They are a 
fellowship of relatives and friends of 
alcoholics who share their experiences 
and support each other. 

 

St Faith’s is proud to be able to support these groups 
and the life-changing work that they do. 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN... 

...meet in the Church Hall on a Friday 
morning from 10am to 11.30 offering 
time for mums and children under 5 
to come together meet, play and have 
fun - for £1 per family. 

For more information about Action for Children 
023 9247 5101  

http://services.actionforchildren.org.uk/havant-and-
waterlooville-childrens-centres 

MUMBABA... 

...meets in Church House on Thursday 
mornings from 9.30am and gives 
mummies and babies a time  to sing 
traditional songs, plus time for coffee, 
play and chat. £4 per family. For more  
info call Mandi: 01243 389844.   

www.mumbaba.co.uk  

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF GOD 

The Redeemed Christian 
Church of God are a 
Worldwide Church, with 
African roots. The Havant 

congregation meets on Sunday mornings in the 
‘Upper Room’ in Church House.   
We are delighted that the Redeemed church are 
part of our wider family at St Faith’s 

www.rccgagapecentre.org.uk 

Rector: Canon Tom Kennar. Email: tomkennar@gmail.com. Phone: 07881 025592   
Parish Development Officer: Dave Pearson. Email: stfaithsdave@gmail.com Phone: 07974 937407 

CLOAK AND DAGGER 
Murder Mystery company.  
Cloak an Dagger started in 
1993 and have been 
performing Murder Dinners 

ever since.  Ever fancied going to a Murder 
Mystery Dinner? then join us on Saturday 23 
April, when Cloak and Dagger will be performing. 

www.murderdinner.co.uk 

HAVANT AND HAYLING  
BOWMEN... 

...use our hall for their winter season, on 
a Wednesday evening from 7pm-9pm, 
from September to the end of March.  
During the summer the club held two 

"Have a Go" sessions - one with the Blind Veterans 
Association and the other with Children from Chernobyl. 
Plans are continuing for the Club's annual Turkey Shoot 
Christmas tournament (no real turkeys are involved in this 
event!).  www.hhbowmen.co.uk  

A charity which supports 
serving men and woman, 
veterans and their families, 
SAAFA has their Havant base 

in Church House.  They are generally open on 
Monday and Friday mornings, but can be 
contacted by phone on: 023 9248 4773 

To book the hall for parties, wedding 
receptions, social events etc., please contact 

the Parish Office for more details 02392 
492129  office@stfaith.com.  Or call into the 

office on North Street 


