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THE LAST WORD: From Canon Tom 

THE VIOLENCE OF CHRISTMAS 
The following is a summary of a Meditation given at the Rotary Community Carol 
Service.  The full text can be read at www.tomkennar.com  
 

 I wonder if you’ve ever contemplated how much violence surrounds the 
Christmas story.  First, there is the violence of the state of occupation into which 
Jesus was born.  The Roman Empire was in control – through violent military 
conquest.  Their powerful control of the land of Israel was so complete, their 
threat of violence was so great, that Joseph of Nazareth had no choice but to 
force his heavily pregnant wife onto the back of donkey, to trek for many days 
across barren lands, and to have her baby in a barn.   
 Then, there is the awful violence of King Herod.  Fearful of losing his 
power as vassal King over Judea, he plots and schemes to find out where the new 
‘King of the Jews’ will be born.  He attempts to manipulate the visiting wise men 
into being his spies – and when that scheme fails, he slaughters all the male 
babies in Bethlehem.  Joseph and Mary are forced to flee for their lives into Eqypt 
to escape the rampant violence of Herod’s henchmen. Violence surrounds the 
Christmas story. 
 Those are the obvious examples – but there is other, more subtle, 
violence too.  Take the Shepherds for example.  God chose the Shepherds 
precisely because they were outcasts of their societywhich had done violence to 
them, by essentially excluding them.  They were shut out.  They were deemed 
‘unclean’ – which is a kind of religious violence done to them. 
 Power is misused by the Roman conquerers, by the evil King Herod, and 
by society in general towards the Shepherds.  Violence is all around – either 
threatened or real. 
 So what is God’s response to this violence?  How does he seek to 
intervene in the violence that humanity does to itself – or in ‘man’s inhumanity to 
man’ as the old Book of Common Prayer has it?  
 God’s answer to the violence of human beings is to send his Son into the 
world in the most fragile, dependent, UN-powerful form possible…a new born 
baby.  And not just a baby – completely dependent on his parents for everything 
– but a baby born in the most humble of circumstances imaginable.  Not a palace.  
Not even a house.  A barn.  A stable.  An animal’s food trough. 
 The answer to violence is not more violence.  To quote the great 
Mahatma Ghandi – “an eye for an eye leaves the whole world blind”.  The babe 
of Bethlehem teaches us by his gentle presence in the midst of the violence of his 
time that there is another way.  And for that simple, profound lesson, we should 
surely say with all the angels of Heaven, “Glory to God in the Highest, and peace 
to his people on earth!”.       Canon Tom 
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WE’RE RECRUITING 
for the full-time paid role of  

 
Community Fundraising 

Manager 
to develop and support our Charity 

Shop and raise other funds for parish 
ministry through community events. 

 
For more details, contact Will 

Coulston, (Pallant Centre Manager) 
via email to ‘thecentremanager 

@gmail.com’ 

Coffee morning on 
Saturday 7 January  

10am-12noon 
All Welcome 

 A VERY  

 

 

TO ALL FROM 
the Ministry Team  
Canon Tom (& Clare) Kennar,  

Rev’ds David & Vickie Morgan, 
Bishop John Hind,  

Fr. Richard Acworth,  
Dr Mike Fluck & Sandra Haggan  
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SUNDAY 31 DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS 1 

8am  COMMUNION 
 President and Preacher…………………...Bishop John 
9.30am PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE 
 President ……………………………….………...Canon Tom 
 Preacher ……………………………..Rev’d David Morgan 
 
11.30pm WATCHNIGHT SERVICE WITH THE BELL RINGERS 
 President ……………….……….……………….Canon Tom 
 Preacher ……………………….…..Rev’d Vickie Morgan 

 
 
 

THURSDAY 4 JANUARY  
10.30AM BCP COMMUNION 

President and Preacher………………….……………..Canon Tom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 
EPIPHANY (transferred) 

8am  COMMUNION 
 President …………………………….………….Canon Tom 
 Preacher……………………………...……...Dr Mike Fluck 
9.30 am PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE 
 President …………………... ……………..……Canon Tom 
 Preacher ……………………………………..Dr Mike Fluck 
 Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6, Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-1  
6.00 pm EVENSONG 
 Led by ………………..…….……..…Rev’d Vickie Morgan 

 
THURSDAY  11 JANUARY  

 

10.30AM BCP COMMUNION 
President and Preacher………….……..Rev’d Richard Acworth 

Forthcoming SERVICES 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

 

The World  
Including St John 

the Divine, 
Nsawam Ghana 
Rod & Glenda 

Thomas & Sendai 
Church Japan. 

 

 
The Diocese  

& Bishop 
Christopher 

 

 

Our Parish & 
Deanery 

 
 
 

Those in Urgent 
Need 

 
 
 

 
The Departed: 

 

Peter Craddock 
(founder of Havant 

Orchestras) 

Gerry Aitchison 
 
 

Anniversaries of 
Departed: 

 

31st Charley 
Sagrott,  

Michael Buckley 

3rd Arnold Padley 

4th Jennifer 
Churchill, Cyril   

Chilrock 

CONTACT INFORMATION... 

...can be found on the Monthly Information Sheet. Please take  a copy of 
the current  edition. 

7 



6 

NOTICES AND FUTURE EVENTS 

DISCRETIONARY FUND 

More than £1,000 has been donat-
ed to the Rector’s Discretionary 

Fund for the Homeless of Havant, to 
date.  These funds will be disbursed, 

as needed, in response to need.  
Thank you for all the donations! 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 2018 

The Flower Festival will now take 

place on 20-22 July 2018. 

The date of the festival has changed 

due to David and Vickie’s ordination 

on Saturday 30 June. 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS.. 

Date Time Event Venue 

Mon 8 January  7am-10am ‘Face of Fitness’ (see page 4) Pallant 

Centre Hall 

Tuesday 9 January 12.30pm Lunchtime Organ Recital with Lyndon Ford Church 

Wed 10 -Sat 14 

January  

7.30pm Alice in Wonderland by Dynamo Youth 

Theatre (see page 4)  

The Spring 

14 January 1.30pm Volunteer’s Get Together / Tea Party (see 

page 3) 

Pallant 

Centre Hall 

Sun 28 January  7pm Burns Night Blues (see page 5) Pallant 

Centre 

3/4 February Daytime Sale of Limited Edition Painting Prints in aid 

of Big Build 

Church 

Sun 25 February  3pm Afternoon Tea with live music. Church 

Sat 10 March  10am Lent Conference—speaker Canon Andrew 

White (Vicar of Baghdad) at Rowlands Cast,  

Rowlands 

Castle 

Thu 19 April TBC Flower Arrangement Demonstration  Church 

20-22 July Daytime Flower Festival Church 

Sat 10 November 7pm 70’s and 80’s night with Dragonfly Pallant 

Centre 
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WENDY KENNEDY, our Diocesan Secretary, 
Rev'd Wendy Kennedy, is retiring in January, 
following 12 years of sterling service to the 
parishes and projects of our Diocese.  The 
Bishop has written to all parishes, inviting us 
to contribute to a leaving gift for Wendy, in 
appreciation of her ministry among us.  In 
accordance with our 'outward giving' policy, 
the PCC has decided that such a gift cannot 
properly be made from the PCC's charitable 
funds (which were given for the specific work 
of this parish).  Instead church members are 
warmly invited to contribute to a leaving gift 
on a personal basis, if they wish.  Donations 
for Wendy's Leaving gift can be given to any 
of the clergy, or to Clare in the Parish 
Office.  Please ensure all donations are made 

by Sunday 7th January at the 
latest.  (As these are personal gifts to an 
individual, we regret that such donations 
cannot be gift-aided).  Many thanks.   
                 Canon Tom  

VOLUNTEERS’ NEW YEAR’S GET-TOGETHER 
 

Do you volunteer for St Faiths?  Perhaps you are a choir member, or server, 
bell-ringer, of flower-arranger.  Perhaps you sit on a committee, or help 

count the money.  Perhaps you work in the charity shop, or help out with 
church cleaning and maintenance?  Perhaps you are a welcomer or a church 
steward?  Perhaps you are a project manager for one of our church projects.  

Perhaps you visit the sick and the housebound?  If this is you…. 
 

Mr Bill Jones, the Rector and PCC warmly invite you to: 
 

A VOLUNTEERS’ GET TOGETHER 
ON SUNDAY 14TH JANUARY 1.30 TO 4.30pm 

in the Pallant Centre Hall 
 

Food and entertainment will be provided,  
along with a chance to hear about the future plans  

for the parish from Canon Tom. 
Make a note of the date now...sign-up sheet to follow over Christmas 
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NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Spring Theatre 
7.30pm Evening, Wednesday 10th January 2018 

7.30pm Evening, Thursday 11th January 2018 
7.30pm Evening, Friday 11th January 2018 

2.30pm Matinee & 7.30pm Evening, Saturday 13th January 2018 
2.30pm Matinee, Sunday 14th January 2018 

at The Spring Arts & Heritage Centre, East Street, Havant, PO9 1BS 
Tickets are £8 & £10 www.thespring.co.uk or 023 9247 2700 
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ST FAITH’S CHARITY SHOP 
Please keep those donations coming in for the run up 
to the Christmas Period… clothing, toys, books, 
puzzles, crockery, jewellery, linen, small furniture 
items.   They can all be turned into useful cash for 
our Parish!   Thank you! 
 

The shop is on course to have it’s most successful 
year EVER, with £19,923 raised to the end of November.  A huge thank you to all 
those who have donated goods and especially those volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly in the shop throughout the year.  You magnificent people! 

BALLADS AND BREWS FOR 
BURNS 

Sunday 28 January 7pm 
An evening of acoustic and choir music 
from local performers including The Igloo 
Choir, RAFA Choir, Canon Tom Kennar, 
DiElle, John Gleadall and Chris Wood 
Tickets £6 or £7 on the door available from 
The Parish Office (office@stfaith.com) or 
023 9249 2129.  Tickets also available from 
The Pallant 

http://thespring.co.uk/whats-on/?date=january_2018

