
After last week’s pleasant interlude of Harvest, today we’re 
continuing our in-depth exploration of the Eucharist.  I’d like to 
focus today on the Lord’s Prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer is not strictly a ‘Eucharistic’ prayer – because 
it is used in just about every service of the church.  It’s called 
‘The Lord’s Prayer’ because although Jesus taught us a great 
deal about how to pray, when to pray, and how NOT to pray, 
this is the only actual prayer that he gave us to say.

As always, there are various different translations and versions 
of the prayer, in different Gospels, and then different 
renderings throughout the centuries.  But the essentials are 
distilled into the version we always use here.
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Now let’s get something out of the way – the elephant in the room.  Should 
we say, or sing, the Lord’s prayer?

It’s a contentious issue, I know.  Believe me, I know!  In fact, in the nearly 
five years since I’ve been your parish priest, this is the only issue that your 
PCC has ever had a robust argument about!  Everything else, the PCC may 
sometimes disagree on – budgets, policies, mission plans, building works.  
But this one issue, of whether to sing or say the Lord’s prayer, is the only 
one I can recall when people got really rather cross about it!

The issue is of course one of taste.  For some, we sing things in the service 
that are really important – to emphasise them, and to celebrate them.  But 
some argue that singing the one prayer that any visitors might know is 
rather exclusive.  Others argue that by singing it, we can’t focus so much on 
the words, because we’re concentrating on the tune or the harmonies.  
Others find that adding music to well-loved words helps to elevate them 
beyond the mundane.  

All of these are valuable insights.  And no-one is right or wrong.  It’s 
essentially a matter of taste…and its an issue that the church has grappled 
with many times in its history.  In fact, those of you who know the services 
of Mattins or Evensong will know that during those services, the Lord’s 
prayer is done twice…the first time it is said, and the second time it is sung!

In our case, we’ve decided to vary our pattern.  Sometimes we sing it, 
sometimes we don’t.  And I hope that everyone is happy with the 
compromise!

But now, whether said or sung, let’s focus on the actual words that our 
Saviour has taught us….
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Let’s start at the very beginning, with the word Our.  Just like the Creed, 
which we begin be saying ‘We believe…’  the Lord’s prayer reminds us that 
we are a family, and that we experience God together.

This should remind us that no one person’s experience of God is the correct 
or only one.  We all experience God differently, because an infinite God 
cannot be truly grasped by any one human mind.  Be very wary of anyone 
who tells you that they have read the mind of God!

*Then, we find that Jesus teaches us to call God ‘Father’.  We need to 
remember, however, that this rather patriarchal notion comes from a time 
when understanding about human reproduction was rather different.  
(Forgive me for getting a bit biological for a moment!).  In Jesus’ time, 
people believed that a baby was born by the planting of a man’s seed inside 
a woman.  The ancients had no notion of women contributing eggs to the 
process…a womb was just seen as an incubator for a man’s seed.  
Understanding that simple fact should help us to understand why God, as 
‘Father’, is viewed as the source of life.  These days, I dare to think that 
Jesus might have used a more gender-neutral word…like ‘Our parent in 
heaven…’

The other important notion to understand is the Aramaic word which we 
translate as ‘Father’.  It’s actually a common word in the middle East, and 
across parts of Africa too.  My half-Somalian nephews and nieces call their 
Dad, my brother, ‘Abba’ too.  It’s a familial, relational word….much closer to 
‘Daddy’ than to ‘Father’.   By teaching us this, Jesus wants us to view God as 
our loving, heavenly Daddy.  The parent who cares for us, and nurtures us.

But *Jesus also reminds us that this same God, our Daddy-God, is not to be 
taken lightly.  He loves us, and cares for us – yes.  But he is also the God of 
Heaven, who reigns on high over the creation he has brought into being.  
And that takes us nicely to the next line…
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*Hallowed be thy name.

God is hallowed…which is a word with many resonances.  It is the 
root word of our word ‘holy’, meaning set apart for a special 
function or purpose.  When we say that this church is a holy, or 
hallowed space, we mean that it has a particular purpose of being 
the place for spiritual connection by our community.  

*But then comes the thing that is especially ‘hallowed’ – God’s 
very name.  In Hebrew culture, a name was a very important 
thing.  Names given to infants were often changed as they grew 
up, in order to reflect the essence of a person…who they had 
become, or how they were perceived.  So, for example, Abram 
became Abraham.  ‘Abram’ meant ‘high Father’ – a term of 
respect to an older family member.  But ‘Abraham’ meant ‘Father 
of a multitude’ – reflecting God’s promise that Abraham’s 
descendants would be a numerous as sand on the seashore.   
Then there was ‘Jacob’, whose name basically meant ‘the 
follower’…referring to his birth, when he followed his twin brother 
Esau out of the womb.  But later in life, Jacob’s name was changed 
to ‘Israel’, meaning ‘he who wrestles with God’, after his 
encounter with an Angel.

Names then, are important.  And God’s name – Yahweh, or 
Jehovah – is translated as ‘I am who I am’ & ‘I will be who I will 
be’…essentially pointing us to an eternal God, who is unknowable, 
and yet complete.  The great ‘I am’.  The very definition of being.

I wonder what name you would give me…if I invited you to give 
me a new one?!
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So, having dealt pretty comprehensively (but succinctly) with 
whom the Lord’s Prayer is addressing, Jesus gets down to 
business.  He invites us to petition God for the coming of 
heaven to earth.

Jesus invites us to pray for the kind of heavenly justice, mercy, 
peace and tranquillity of heaven to be established on earth.  In 
doing so, Jesus brings to our minds a hope, a prayer, of what 
could be possible.  

But like all prayers, we must never make the mistake of 
thinking we are persuading a reluctant God to act.  We must 
not imagine God twiddling his thumbs in heaven until his 
children cry out for help.  As C.S. Lewis helpfully suggested, 
prayer does not change God…it changes the person who 
prays.

So when we pray these lines of the Lord’s prayer, we are 
invited to ponder how we can play our part in the 
establishment of heaven on earth.

And that leads us nicely to the next line…which develops this 
thought…
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When we pray for daily bread, we are asking God for the 
inspiration, the strength, the wisdom, and the compassion for 
every member of God’s family to have the basics of life.  

*It’s very important to note, that once again, this is not a 
personal prayer.  It’s a corporate prayer…give us our daily 
bread.  And once again, as prayer changes us, we are invited 
to think about how we can contribute to the feeding and care 
of all the world.
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Next, comes the whole notion of forgiveness.  And here, Jesus is 
doing something quite revolutionary.  In the Hebrew Bible (what 
we call the Old Testament), it is common for people to ask for 
God’s forgiveness.  Whole psalms are devoted to confessing just 
what a miserable worm the writer is, and how much he relies on 
God’s forgiveness…usually in the hope of being restored to some 
previous, happier state of life.

But Jesus changes things up.  *He teaches us to ask for forgiveness 
of our ‘hoba’ – an Aramaic word meaning either ‘debt’ or ‘sin’.  
Modern renderings of the Lord’s prayer have opted for the rather 
direct word ‘sin’ – but I rather prefer the softer word ‘trespass’.  In 
the modern mind, the word ‘sin’ is mainly used for the really big 
bad stuff…like murder, or rape, or, God forbid, abuse.  I’ll never 
forget my first funeral as a young curate, when I explained to the 
grieving family that the service would start with prayers for 
forgiveness.  “Forgiveness for what?”, they asked. “Well,” I replied, 
“for our sins.”.  “Sins!” they exclaimed.  “We are not sinners….and 
our Mum definitely wasn’t.  She was an angel”.  I nearly fell off my 
chair a little later in the meeting, when I discovered that their 
mother’s favourite pastime was poaching from the nearby Manor!

Trespasses is a kinder, gentler word.  It describes those moments 
when we have strayed, perhaps just a little, in thought or 
deed…but for which we still need God’s forgiveness in order to be 
free.  
*But Jesus calls us to a higher standard yet.  He makes our
forgiveness conditional on whether we too can forgive others.  In 
this, Jesus invites us to become more like God…if God can forgive 
us, we must also forgive.
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Next we get into a controversial area.  For years, the next line 
has been translated as ‘Lead us not into temptation’…but it’s 
never been a very satisfactory rendering of the original text.  
*Pope Francis recently commented: that it is “…not a good 
translation because it speaks of a God who induces 
temptation.  I am the one who falls.  It’s not him pushing 
me into temptation to then see how I have fallen.  A father 
doesn’t do that…”.

So, I advise caution in our use of this line.  Focus on 
‘temptation’ – and our need to be kept free of it.  Try not 
to put yourself in situations where temptations may get 
the better of you.  For me, that means staying well away 
from the Coffee Morning cake stall…but each of us have 
our own areas of weakness.  

Perhaps we are tempted to stare at our phones for hours 
on end.  Perhaps we struggle with the temptations of 
alcohol or gambling – as so many who use our 12 Steps 
programme groups do.  Whatever it is that is your
weakness, pray for the strength to overcome.

8



Temptation is, a form of evil.  And Jesus goes on to encourage 
us to pray from deliverance from all kinds of evil.  *He doesn’t 
actually specify what sort of evil that he is referring to…which 
is a gloriously inclusive kind of prayer.  

Whatever our own view of what evil is, all Christians can pray 
this prayer together, confident that our heavenly parent God 
bends his entire will towards the eradication of all kinds of evil 
in the world.
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And now we reach the end…with what is called a ‘doxology’ or 
a hymn of praise.  Actually, (*) the earliest manuscripts we 
possess of the Bible do not have this doxology attached to the 
Lord’s prayer.  It seems to have been a later addition, by 
enthusiastic scribes, who wanted to ‘round off’ the Lord’s 
Prayer with something rather more up-beat than the word 
‘evil’.  At least, that’s my guess.

So these are not actually Jesus’ words, and he didn’t actually
command us to pray them when we pray His prayer.  But, like 
all biblical texts, they do little harm.  And I for one really enjoy 
when we sing these words, and the organ swells to meet the 
majesty of words like ‘kingdom’, ‘power’ and ‘glory’, and the 
declaration that these attributes of God go on for ever and 
ever – Amen!
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And that’s the Lord’s Prayer! Beautiful in its complexity.  
Inspiring in its simplicity.  This one prayer, which has stood the 
test of all church liturgies, throughout all the ages of the 
church, is the cornerstone and touch-stone for all prayers.

It is inspired by God, who through Jesus offers us these words.

It inspires us to bring heaven to earth, to share the worlds 
resources, to be free of our sins, and freeing of others, and 
free of temptation and evil…leading the disciplined, holy lives 
of those who follow the hallowed name of Christ.  For that is 
what we are…Christians, Christians…servants of the holy God, 
whose Kingdom, power and glory will endure for ever.

Amen?
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