
   Fortnightly News  

   Sunday 24 Nov & 1 Dec 2019  

Christ the King & 1st Sunday of Advent 

Contact information for all our key staff can be found in the Monthly Information Sheet, 

copies of which are always available in church.  Parish Website is at www.stfaith.com 

Where are the children? 
From time to time, as we cast our eyes around the typical 
Sunday Morning Service at St Faith’s, its tempting to 
wonder where all the children have gone.  The fact is that 
the ways children interact with God (and faith more 
generally) is changing constantly.  There is immense 
pressure on parents (and children) to participate in other 
Sunday activities (sporting or recreational). For many hard-working families, Sunday 
may be the only day they get a chance to shop for those essentials for school and 
home.  Committing to an hour and a half of worship on a Sunday morning is difficult for 
so many.  Even Messy Church (a relatively new programme in church history) is closing 
its doors after December, because of a drop-off in attendance. 
 Responding to these changes in society is a huge challenge, but one we are 
tackling with gusto.  You may not see children in church on Sunday, but you will 
encounter them on Friday mornings, at Little Seeds.  Or you would see them 
participating in the Advent Experience we are offering next week to three classes of 
Year 3 students.  If you could be present at school assemblies, you would see Canon 
Tom leading the whole school in age-appropriate worship and teaching.  If you 
happened to be in church when class visits take place, you would see us teaching 
children about the symbolism of the building, and introducing them to their parish 
church.  Those who steward in the church, day by day, can testify as to how many 
children enter the church throughout the week, often with their parents, to light a 
candle or pray quietly. 
 Just like adults, children often start on their journey of faith via contact with one 
of the church’s social programmes.  That’s why our Play Café is so important, as well as 
the work we do to support Dynamo Youth Theatre, Brownies & Rainbows, Baby Yoga, 
Bibble & Bubble and the like in the Pallant Centre.  Recently, we have also been 
providing space for South East Hampshire MIND, who are giving ‘Safe Space’ in the Play 
Café to young people with mental health challenges.  In six months, 281 young people 
have directly benefited and found support, help and counsel.  
 All these activities have the needs and welfare of children and young people at 
their core.  We are proud of the difference we either make directly, or help others to 
make.  Please pray for all our children and young people, and for God’s continued 
blessing on our vital work.             Canon Tom 



 

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER  
CHRIST THE KING 

 

8.00 am HOLY COMMUNION   
                President & Preacher...…………………….....……Canon Tom  

9.30 am SUNG COMMUNION  
                President & Preacher ………………….....………. Canon Tom 
                

6.00 pm  ‘REFRESHED’ - CHORAL EVENSONG 
                 Leader …………………………………….………..……. Mike Fluck 

                                  THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 
10.30am HOLY COMMUNION  
                 President & Preacher ……………………..……...Canon Tom 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

8.00 am HOLY COMMUNION at St Nicholas Chapel 
                President & Preacher...…………………….....……Canon Tom  

9.30 am SUNG COMMUNION  
                President ………………………………………………… Canon Tom 
                Preacher ………………………………….………...Reader Sandra  
                 

6.00 pm  ‘REFRESHED’ - GOD IN ART 
                 Leader ……………………………………….………..… Canon Tom 

                                  THURSDAY 5 DECEMBER 
10.30am HOLY COMMUNION  
                 President & Preacher ………………...……….....Canon Tom 
 

 

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER  
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

8.00 am HOLY COMMUNION   
                President & Preacher...………………..….....……Bishop John  

9.30 am SUNG COMMUNION  
                President & Preacher ………………….....………. Canon Tom 
                

6.00 pm  ‘REFRESHED’ - SUNG EVENING PRAYER 
                 Leader …………………………………….………... Reader Sandra 

                                  THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 
10.30am HOLY COMMUNION  
                 President & Preacher ……………………..……...Canon Tom 
 

Forthcoming Main SERVICES 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

The World  
Including St John the 

Divine, Ghana 
Rod & Glenda Thomas  

 

The Diocese  
For the interviews and 

appointment of our 
new Archdeacon 

 
 

Our Parish & Deanery 
Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Little Seeds & TAT 
 
 

Those in Urgent Need 
Barbara Langdon-

Mudge 
Rupert Wolfe 
Hazel Gooch 
Janet Heath 
Kate Pope 

 
 

The Recently 
Departed 

Michael Stearne 
Jan Beebe 

Pat Guy 
Lorraine Campbell 

Govan Easton 
Marie Barran 

 
Anniversaries of 

Departed 
27th Ida Simmonds 

28th Constance Hoad 
2nd Richard Tyner 
4th John Smythe 

 



MESSY CHURCH 

The final Messy Church will take place on  

14 December. 

3.30 - 5.30pm at the United Reformed Church, 
Havant.   ALL WELCOME 

ST FAITH’S CHARITY 
SHOP  

We are in need of 
another volunteer 
on a Tuesday 
(morning and 
afternoon). If you 
have a spare couple 
of hours we would 
love to hear from 
you.  
We are running low 
on bubble wrap and 
are also in need of 
more children’s 
clothes. 
We have had a good 
year in the shop so 
far and it is getting 
busy in the run up 
to Christmas.  
Thank you for all 
your donations, 
please keep them 
coming in!    



CLUSTER PRAYER DIARY 
 

17th Warren Park - Church of St Clare 
18th Rowlands Castle Schools - St John’s CofE Primary School 
19th Bedhampton Clergy – Max Cross 
20th Warren Park Schools - Warren Park, St Clare Pre-School 
21st Havant Churchwardens - Colin Hedley, Clive Barnett 
22nd Rowlands Castle Churchwardens - Pamela Ewing,  Terry Monahan 
23rd Leigh Park Infant Schools, Front Lawn Infant,  Riders Infant, Trosnant  
 Infant, Barncroft Infant 
24th Bedhampton Reader Emeritus -  Margaret Harckham 
25th West Leigh Clergy - Karina Green, Edwina Fennemore, Max Millett PtO 
26th Leigh Park - Church of St Francis 
27th West Leigh Churchwardens - Sharon Hardie, David Vincent 
28th Leigh Park Junior and Secondary Schools, Front Lawn Junior, Riders Junior, 
 Trosnant Juniors, Park Community, Barncroft Juniors 
1st Leigh Park Ministry - Jonathan Jeffery, Michael Harper 

Next date: T
hurs 28 November 

then 2nd January i
n Church..  

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING  

Did you know 
that you can 
light up the 
church, in 
memory of a 
loved one (or 
just because you want the building 
to be seen and appreciated by the 
local community?).  Just £20 
enables us to keep the lights on for 
a week. 

Sponsorship for each week will be 
advertised in the external 
noticeboard (if desired).  Please 
contact Pauline at the parish office 
(Tues to Fri mornings) if you would 
like to support this initiative.   

Just a little reminder that the parish office email address is office@stfaith.com 

Please don’t use office@stfaith.co.uk as it goes somewhere completely different! 





News: Thanks to so 

many people, we have 
raised around £19,000 so 

far this year.  Together with planned use 
of the parish’s reserves, and grants from 
some major trusts and local councils, we 
have been able to complete a LOT of 
work this year, including: 
 Improved Access to the Church 

(Phase 1) , including doors, servery, 
vestry and toilet upgrades. 

 Bell Tower Louvres refurbishment 
 Additional upgrades to PA & CCTV 
 Church Painting & Plastering 
 Drainage work at the Pallant 
 New PA and Lighting at the Pallant 
However...with church reserves now 
substantially depleted (quite 
deliberately) by the PCC, the pace of 
future change is likely to slow 

considerably in 2020.  The PCC therefore 
expects next year to be somewhat of a 
‘pause’, while we draw breath, enjoy the 
fruit of our labours so far, and only carry 
out essential works (as and when 
general donations permit).  Future plans, 
for 2020 and beyond include: 
 West End Accessible Toilet (Phase 2 

of the ‘Access to the Church’ project) 
 West End window repair 
 West End Tomb lowering 
 Bell Tower-Access (covering) 
 Dynamo Stage-Workshop 
 Pallant Rm 2 refurbishment 
 Pews replacement 
 Churchyard Access Project 
 Church Roof—general repairs 

 
YOUR continued support is welcomed 

and gratefully received! 



We are asking all regular givers to review their gift to the parish.  If you 
wish to adjust your giving via the Parish Giving Scheme, you may contact 
them as follows: by email to;  info@parishgivingscheme.org.uk or by 
phone to 01452 835595. If possible, please quote your PGC reference 

number (on your original confirmation letter).  But if you don’t have it, your name and the 
name of our parish should be sufficient. 

Date Time Event Venue 

Thurs 28 
Nov 

2.00pm Thursday at Two—fun and friends at the Pallant 
Centre with tea/coffee and cake. All welcome 

Pallant Hall 

Sat 30 Nov 7.30pm ‘BALLADS BREWS & BLUES’ with Canon Tom, John 
Gleadall, Di-Elle and friends.   

Pallant Hall 

Sat 30 Nov  7-7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Masonic Hall 

Sat 7 Dec 10.00am Coffee Morning  Church 

Sat 14 Dec 9.00-3.50 Advent Experience  Church 

Sun 15 Dec 4.00pm Service of Memories Church 

Mon 16 Dec 12.15pm Monday Club Christmas Lunch at the Barley Mow, 
Hayling Island.  See Bill Jones for details 

Hayling - 
Barley Mow 

Tues 17 Dec 7.30pm Solent Male Voice Choir with Michael Compton, 
(Oboe) in their Annual Christmas Concert  
‘See A Star’. 

Pallant Hall 

Wed 18 Dec 3.00pm Simple Carols at Christmas  
(Dementia-Friendly Service) 

Church 

Sun 22 Dec 6.00pm Rotary Carol Service Church 

Mon 23 Dec 6.00pm Carols at St Nicholas Chapel (Langstone) St Nicholas 

Tues 24 Dec 4.00pm Young Families Christmas Service Church 

Tues 24 Dec 6.00pm Lessons and Carols Church 

Tues 24 Dec 11.30pm Midnight Mass Church 

Weds 25 Dec 8.00am Christmas Communion at St Nicholas Chapel 

Weds 25 Dec 9.30am Christmas Family Communion Church 

Tues 31 Dec 11.30pm Watchnight Service (with incense) Church 

Thurs 2 Jan 2.00pm Thursday at Two—fun and friends at St Faith’s 
Church with tea/coffee cake. All welcome 

Church 

         DIARY OF MAIN EVENTS 



The Last Word - From Canon Tom 

“It’s your busy time of the year, I guess, Vicar!”  If I had a pound for every time 
someone has said that to me around December, I’d be able to meet all the targets 
of our Big Build Campaign! 
 Yes, it’s a relatively busy time...but there are many others throughout the 
church’s year.  (Just try writing the Annual Report whilst preparing for Lent and 
Easter.)  But there is something incredibly special about Christmas in church.  
Perhaps it’s the focus on a baby which so many people especially enjoy.  (I’ve just 
spent a week on holiday with my baby grandson, and have been overwhelmed at 
how a smile and wave from his tiny hand can melt the hearts of everyone he 
meets).  Of course, many people face Christmas with trepidation.  Gatherings of 
families with complicated histories.  What to buy for that relative who can afford to 
buy anything they really want?  Who to send cards to, and who to risk offending by 
dropping them off the list?   
 For me, though, Christmas is all about that moment when the lights dim, the 
candles flicker, and a lone voice sings ‘Once in Royal David’s City….’.  Or, perhaps 
even more so, it’s the moment when just after the stroke of midnight, we raise 
bread and wine to the heavens in Eucharistic praise of the God who came to us in 
the form of a fragile, dependent, human being.  Whatever your plans are for 
Christmas this year, do find time to be in church for one of these special services.  It 
really is what Christmas is all about.          Canon Tom 

A REPAIR CAFÉ FOR HAVANT? 
A repair café is an occasional opportunity 
to bring faulty electronics and domestic 
machinery or other items to a group of 
volunteer experts, who with their 
knowledge and a bit of skilfully-applied 
chewing gum (!) can often get things 
working again.  It’s about making things 
last, and refusing to throw away 
potentially still-useful stuff. 
A group of Havant folks, led by Catherine 

Billam (a regular member of St Faith’s 6pm service) are thinking about setting up 
such an enterprise for Havant, possibly in St Faith’s or the Pallant Centre.  If you 
are interested to get involved, or offer your detailed knowledge of repairing old 
gramophone players, or bicycles, or mending fabrics, or re-booting old computers 
(etc), then please pop along to an informal meeting on Saturday 30th November 
at 10.30am, upstairs in the Meridian Centre. (Look for signs for where the 
meeting will actually be). 


