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“Our churches remain open; our 

faith in God is undiminished; 

public worship may be 

suspended; but the life of God’s 

kingdom is inextinguishable” 

Picture by Naomi Sloane 

Please read on for information, tips and 

guidance related to the Corona Virus Crisis 



The FIRST Word - From Canon Tom 

“Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil”! 
 
Regular readers of the ‘Fortnightly News’ will know that I usually reserve the final 
page of this publication for my ‘Last Word’ on a given week.  I hope you won’t 
mind me taking the having the first word on this occasion! 
 There’s an old Chinese curse: ‘may you live in interesting times’.  It carries 
with it the threat that change and challenge are something to be feared.  The 
person pronouncing the curse appears to be saying that it is better to live a dull, 
routine existence.  I’m not sure that I agree. 
 Lord Jonathan Sachs (the former Chief Rabbi) was interviewed on the BBC’s 
Newsnight programme this week.  He said that he thought this current crisis might 
turn out to be a time of ‘Revelation’ to humanity.  I didn’t catch all that he said 
(because I was frantically dispatching emails at the time!). But essentially he 
thought the sudden changes we are all being forced to make might actually cause 
us to stop.  We might have a chance to think about the kind of life we have 
fashioned for ourselves. 
 The fact is that we all tend to assume that the way our society works is 
’normal’.  Just the way things are  But this is not true.  Within the life-times of 
many of our congregation, many aspects of life have been completely 
revolutionized - including air travel, the internet, TV, ’ready-meals’ and much 
more.  The first two of these, especially, have had a major impact on the effects of 
the corona virus...air travel disbursed it around the world in record time, and the 
internet has disbursed mass information (and mis-information) at lightning-speed. 
 Perhaps this is indeed a time of ’Revelation’, 
when the voice of God might be heard through the din 
and clamour of the media, and yes, through the 
silences of our self-isolation.  Perhaps the Lord our 
Shepherd may use this opportunity to remind us, his 
sheep, of some of the timeless truths of our faith and 
of the nature and fragility of our existence.   Some of 
those truths surely include the call to live in 
community, to care for the vulnerable, and to be 
faithful in worship and prayer.  All of these will be 
challenges to accomplish during the Crisis - but perhaps 
those very challenges will help us to realise how 
precious and important they are. 
 Stay faithful, my friends, to Him who will always 
be faithful to us.      
Canon Tom  

Calligraphy by the Rector 



Pray, Bake, Read 
 

Like all our social interactions, our Pray, Bake, 
Read initiative has been placed on indefinite hold. 

 

We will announce a new date for training and 
induction as soon as it is possible. 

 

In the meantime, however, please remember the 
staff and students of all our local schools in your 

daily prayers.   

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
26TH APRIL - after the 9.30 service 

We are currently awaiting guidance from the Diocese about whether the 
date for the APCM can be extended (the last Sunday in April is currently 
the final legal date for such meetings).  However, whenever it happens, 
you will need to be a member of our electoral roll, if you’d like to vote! 
Please contact the parish office as soon as possible, if you’d like to have 

your name entered on the Roll.  Pauline (our Administrator) will be able to 
provide you with an appropriate form, which will then be passed on to 

Hugh Owen, or Electoral Roll officer.    





BISHOP Christopher has appointed a 
new Archdeacon of Portsdown to serve 
parishes in Portsmouth and Havant. 

The Rev Jenny Rowley, who is currently 
rector of St John’s Church, Selsdon, and 
area dean for Croydon Addington, has 
been appointed to this role. She will be 
one of three Archdeacons in our 
diocese, alongside the Ven Gavin Collins 
as Archdeacon of the Meon and the Ven 
Peter Leonard as Archdeacon of the Isle 
of Wight. 

Arrangements for Jenny’s formal 
licensing are under discussion (in the 
light of the Corona Virus Crisis).  But we 
expect that she will be formally 
appointed to her role around the 4th of 
April. 

“I’m looking forward to being part of 
the team in Portsmouth diocese, 
supporting parish clergy in what are 
often difficult and demanding roles,” 
she said. 

“It is great that Portsmouth diocese 
already has an authentic mission focus, 
and it will be exciting to see how I can 
work effectively alongside parishes that 
are seeking to reach out to these hugely 
diverse communities.” 

Jenny, 58, is married to Mark and has 
two grown-up daughters, Kate and 
Helena. She worked as a trademark 
attorney before studying for ordination 
on the East Anglian Ministerial Training 
Course, one of the C of E’s first non-
residential training courses.  She was 
ordained in 2002 and served in 
Northampton, Kettering and Lincoln 
before moving to her current post in 
2013. She has also been area dean for 
five years. 

Bishop Christopher said: “Jenny comes 
to us with a wealth of experience in 
different parishes and also as area dean. 
Her very recent experience as a parish 
priest will be invaluable as she supports 
our own parish priests, and her wisdom 
will be helpful as we seek to move 
forward in mission. 

“I look forward to working with her as a 
member of our senior staff, leading the 
diocese together as we seek to serve 
the communities around us.” 

Archdeacons are responsible for specific 
geographical areas within a diocese, 
and their role includes taking a 
particular interest in church buildings, 
the welfare of clergy and their families 
and the implementation of diocesan 
policy for the sake of the gospel. 



Forthcoming Main SERVICES 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

The World  
Including St John the 

Divine, Ghana 
Rod & Glenda Thomas  

 

The Diocese  
For the safe and 

blessed move of our 
new Archdeacon, 

Jenny Rowley 
 

Our Parish & Deanery 
Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Little Seeds & TAT 
 

Those in Urgent Need 
Hazel Gooch 

Konrad Morgan 
Marvel Clyde 
Sam Roonan 

Margaret Weston 
 

The Recently 
Departed 

Steve Woods 
Colonel Bill Stevens 

(SAAFA) 
Dorothy Britt 

 

Anniversaries of 
Departed 

15th Beryl Adams 
16th Roger Kerslake 

Albert C Ward 
17th David Gilbert 
21st David Wilson 
24th Donald Guest 

Jessie Brown 
Susan Miller 

26th Marian Ashton 
27th Peggy Bradey 

All public services are suspended until further notice.  

However, livestreams of our two main weekly services* will 

be available on our Facebook site:  

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/ 

As soon as practicable after the end of each service, the 

stream will be available to view on the parish website at 

this link: 

http://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/ 

Each service will follow the Lectionary pattern of readings, 

and will include prayers and a sermon for the day.  The 

Eucharist will be celebrated (with a recommend maximum 

of six people being present) on behalf of the whole 

community.  Those observing the service via the livestream 

(or subsequently) are invited to pray the following Prayer 

of Reception, during the distribution of the bread and wine: 

In union, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of Thy 

Church, where Thy blessed Body and Blood are being 

offered to the Father, I desire to offer Thee praise and 

thanksgiving.  

I present to Thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish 

that I may ever be united to Thee. And since I cannot now 

receive Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come 

spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to Thee, and 

embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul.  

O let nothing ever separate me from Thee. Let me live and 

die in Thy love. Amen 

From the Anglican Diocese of Melanesia 

*Thursdays at 1030 (Book of Common Prayer Service) 

Sundays at 0930 (Common Worship Service) 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
http://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/


         DIARY OF MAIN EVENTS 

Just a little reminder that the parish office email address is office@stfaith.com 

Please don’t use office@stfaith.co.uk as it goes somewhere completely different! 

THE NEXT FIVE YEARS 

Our second Mission Planning Morning on Saturday 21 March is 

cancelled.  However, we will be continuing the process of thinking 

about our future (perhaps via electronic communications).  Watch 

this space for more details as they emerge. 

All social events are suspended until further notice. 

The Wurzels concert (2nd May) has been postponed 

(provisionally) to 17th October.  Tickets already purchased for the 

2nd of May will be valid at the door on the 17th of October.  Or if a 

refund is preferred, please email Will Coulston 

(pallantevents@gmail.com) who will gladly 

arrange for your ticket fee to be returned to 

your payment method (less Eventbrite 

commission which is non-refundable). 

Those who have purchased tickets for the Spitfire Sisters 

concert (8th May) are also asked to contact Will on the 

above email address. 

 

Like all events, our Lunchtime Concerts Season is 

suspended until further notice.  However, the programme 

will remain in place, so that it can be started up as soon as 

possible.  Early dates on the programme will be moved to 

the end, depending on when we are able to re-start the 

schedule. 

 



CAN YOU HELP? Shopping deliveries may be welcome.  See 
Sandra (in Church) or Pauline (in the Office) if you can help! 

CLUSTER PRAYER DIARY 
15th The PO9 Pioneer Ministry – Stuart Holmes 
16th Bedhampton Churchwardens - Sandra Matthews, Ann Partridge 
17th Warren Park - Church of St Clare 
18th Rowlands Castle Schools - St John’s CofE Primary School 
19th Bedhampton Clergy – Max Cross 
20th Warren Park Schools - Warren Park, St Clare Pre-School 
21st Havant Churchwardens – Clive Barnett, Colin Hedley 
22nd Rowlands Castle Churchwardens - Pamela Ewing,  Terry Monahan 
23rd Leigh Park Infant Schools, Front Lawn Infant,  Riders Infant, Trosnant Infant,  
 Barncroft Infant 
24th Bedhampton Reader Emeritus -  Margaret Harckham 
25th West Leigh Clergy - Karina Green, Max Millett PtO 
26th Leigh Park - Church of St Francis 
27th West Leigh Churchwardens - Sharon Hardie, David Vincent 
28th Leigh Park Junior and Secondary Schools, Front Lawn Junior, Riders Junior,  
 Trosnant Juniors, Park Community, Barncroft Juniors 

It is a matter of huge regret for us that 

Little Seeds has to be suspended 

during the present Crisis.  We know 

and understand what an important 

feature of life this has quickly become 

for so many local families.  Sadly, 

although Schools remain open, we feel 

that it would not be appropriate to 

continue with a group that brings so 

many people together (children and 

their carers/parents), and we are 

especially mindful of those of our 

volunteers who are in high-risk groups 

with regard to infection. 

We will pray for you all during the 

suspension, and we look forward to 

being back together again soon! 



WALSINGHAM 

PILGRIMAGE 

CANCELLED 

(Sorry!) 

To all our friends at TAT and 

the MONDAY CLUB - please 

look after yourselves!  We are 

horribly sorry that it won’t be 

possible for us to meet at the 

moment.  We know how much 

the companionship of these 

groups means to you.  Look 

after each other, where you 

can - and give us a call at any 

time if you just want to hear a 

friendly voice. 

Sandra and Bill 



 

 

A deanery visit to the diocese of 

KOFORIDUA, GHANA 

When?– October  2020 
For how long? – 10 days 
How much? – approx. £1000 
Why? – to visit link churches 
-to visit hospitals, schools and dioce-

san projects  
To meet and engage with fellow 

Christians in Ghana 
 

INTERESTED? 
Contact Angela Herring , for a  
NO OBLIGATION chat or enquiry 

07890995327 

candaherring@btinternet.com 

ST FAITH’S SHOP 

Temporary Hours of operation: 

Monday, Wednesdays, Thursdays 0930 to 

1500 AND Saturday mornings 

This is to reduce social interaction, while still 

making our clothes and household items available to those in need (and keeping a few 

pennies rolling in to church coffers).  An online store for some of our goods is being 

established.  Watch this space! 

Do keep your donations coming in.  Times of self-isolation might be a good chance to 

clear out those attics and cupboards!  Please help us by wearing gloves when possible, 

and wiping all hard surfaces with a suitable cleanser before making your donation.  (We 

will of course be extra-vigilant in how we handle goods at this time.) 

Thank you for your continued support.     Clare and Jacqui 

A prayer for use during the  
Corona Virus Crisis: 

Dear Lord, 
Grant us the grace to see your hand at work 
in the present crisis. 
Help us to respond to the challenges it 
presents with love and creativity. 
Grant the gift of your presence to all who are 
anxious and afraid, 
to all those who are taken ill, and to those 
who lose their loved ones before their time. 
Give strength to the frontline workers of our 
health service, 
and to all who extend the hand of help and 
support to others at this time. 
Help us to resist the temptation to become 
fearful, 
Help us to reach out with love, 
and to shine your light into the darkness. 
These things we ask in the name of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

mailto:candaherring@btinternet.com
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NEWS, NEWS, NEWS! 
 
 

Donations totalling over £20,000 have been received so 
far this year for the Big Build Fund - £1,000 of which is 
specifically aimed at the Accessible Toilet project, and 
£15,000 is dedicated to repairing the West Window and 
West End Tomb.  Thank you to all our generous donors. 
 Some more good news was received last month, 
with the awarding of a grant of £11,121 from the Listed 
Places of Worship Grant scheme (essentially a refund of 
VAT paid out last year). 
 We still have a long way to go, however, with 
around £74,000 needed for the Accessible Toilet project, 
and some essential running repairs to the church roof.   
 We are also, God willing, planning to create an 
accessible path through the churchyard, and we’ve 
begun serious planning for a new classroom for Dynamo 
Youth Theatre (to teach young people stage-craft 
techniques).  So, please, pray hard and dig deep.  We 
still have so much to do!  Donations to the Big Build 
Fund can be made to the parish office, or online at this 
link: 
 
https://www.paypal.com/gb/
fundraiser/112574636177901026/
charity/2765291  

https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/112574636177901026/charity/2765291
https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/112574636177901026/charity/2765291
https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/112574636177901026/charity/2765291


It has already become abundantly clear that the 

Corona Crisis is going to mean a BIG cash crisis for 

your parish.  Almost all activities at the Pallant 

have been suspended, and most of our user-

groups rely on weekly subs to pay their useage 

fees to us.  Depending on the length of the crisis, 

we anticipate that our income from the Pallant Centre could be down by at 

least 50%.  At the same time, we are going to suffer the loss of revenue from 

parish events, and from weekly collections in church.  In short, it is by no means 

fanciful to suggest that our losses could add up to £50,000 this year.  The future 

of much of our work (especially at the Pallant Centre) could well be in jeopardy. 

 Your PCC is obviously already thinking about how this crisis may be 

managed.  Many of our wonderful staff have already offered to take pay cuts 

(though none of them is well paid).  We are also considering any ways of 

cutting back on general expenditure (you can expect the church to be rather 

cold and dark, for example, if you visit for prayers).     

 However, we have faith.  God has supplied all our needs for generations 

in this parish - at least eight hundreds of years, in fact!  We trust that He will 

continue to inspire our supporters and members to dig as deep as possible into 

their own resources to keep the vital work we do alive. 

 If YOU would be able to make an additional donation (on top of your 

normal giving) then we would be very grateful indeed.  Cheques (payable to St 

Faith’s PCC) can be left at the Parish Office (Tues to Friday 10am to 12 midday).  

Or, if you are able to make a ‘direct to bank payment’, here are the details: 

Sort: 30-90-89   Acc: 50907160 (Lloyds Bank - Acc, Name:  St Faith’s PCC). 

 If you wish to modify (preferably upwards!) your monthly giving through 

the parish giving scheme, then simply contact them on Tel: 01452 835595 or 

email: info@parishgivingscheme.org.uk.  Preferably you need to have your 

unique number to hand, but they can usually trace your payment account with 

your name and the parish name. 

 THANK YOU in advance for your generosity!  Canon Tom. 

CORONA CRISIS = CASH CRISIS 



A little light relief... 

Thankfully, this is not an issue at St Faith’s!  We are blessed to have 

some of the most active and helpful mature volunteers in the entire 

church of England!  Long may they continue to give of their time, 

energy,  wisdom and experience to the St Faith’s community, and the 

wider community we are called to serve! 

 At the same time, we need to keep on thinking and praying 

about how God’s work in this parish will continue after we all get a 

heavenly view-point!  Please pray for the work of our Families and 

Young People’s team as they work tirelessly to draw in the next 

generation of the ‘community of faith’. 


