The Corona Chronicle
14 May 2020 (Volume 6)
A Special Edition of the Parish News
with stories and stuff to make you think and smile!

The circle of history?

PPE...
This photo is from the 1919 Flu
Pandemic. Thank goodness we don’t
have to make face-masks to match
those hats today!
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Forthcoming Main SERVICES
All public services are suspended until
further notice. However, livestreams
of our two main weekly services will be
available on our Facebook site:
www.facebook.com/
stfaithschurchhavant/
As soon as practicable after the end of
each service, the stream will be
available to view on YouTube, via the
parish website at this link:
www.stfaith.com/livestreamedservices/
(You do not have to be a Facebook user to view the
recorded services.)
Each service will follow the
Lectionary pattern of readings, and will include prayers
and a sermon for the day. The Eucharist will be
celebrated (in obedience to Christ’s command) on behalf
of the whole community. Hard copies of the service
sheet can be requested from Tom or Sandra (who will
post them to you, gladly) or downloaded from the above
webpage.
Livestreamed Services This Week
Thursday at 10.30am
(Traditional spoken BCP Communion)
Sunday 9.30
Sung Communion Service
Sunday 6pm
Evening Prayer via ‘Zoom’
Please email sandrahaggan54@gmail.com to request a
link to this ‘Zoom’ meeting
(If you want to receive Tom’s occasional emails of news
and information, just let him know you’d like to be added
to his list, by emailing rector@stfaith.com)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop and
Diocesan staff, coping
with the Virus Crisis

Our Parish & Deanery
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT

Those in Urgent Need
Please see the note
on the back page for
prayer by our Prayer
Ministry Team
The Recently
Departed
Janet Schofield
Sam Roonan
Rev’d Douglas Bean
Audrey Whitcombe
Betty Harbert
Mary Clarke
Peggy Abbot
Anniversaries of
Departed
14th - Margaret
Christie
16th - Phoebe Ellis
17th - Ivor Morgan
18th - Edna Gomersall
23rd - Lorna Link &
Audrey Currie
24th - Hilda Mortley
29th - Betty Lepley &
Pamela Goaziou
30th - William Searle

Fake News: Be careful what you believe…
From the Rector: In recent weeks, a number of kind and
thoughtful parishioners have sent me a copy of the photograph
on the front cover (reproduced here). It has always been
accompanied by text and a poem (see below) with the claim
that the poem was originally written during the 1869 cholera
pandemic, and then re-produced during the 1919 Flu pandemic.
Unfortunately, neither of these claims is true. The poem
was actually written in March of this year by one Catherine M.
O’Meara, and then subsequently copied from her blog*, and
circulated with the claim that ‘History repeats itself’.
Quite why someone would do this is a mystery. Perhaps they sought to
advance their own view about the endless circle of history? Christians, of course,
believe that we can learn from past events, and the past is often echoed in the
present. But, history itself is ‘His Story’ - a linear progression of time from the dawn of
creation to the ultimate end of all things in Jesus Christ.
This is but one very small (an relatively innocuous) example of the ‘fake news’
which circulates in our world today, through the internet but also via our newspapers
and even from the lips of politicians. Christians are encouraged to be ’as gentle as
doves’ but also ’as wise as serpents’. So we must be careful of what we read, and
especially of what we accept, uncritically, to be ‘true’.
We should always ask, of any news item, what the agenda of the writer really
is. Sometimes such agendas are very subtle indeed (such as this relatively innocent
example of the undermining of the notion of God’s linear history). Others are much
more pernicious, including some of the inaccurate statements and massaged data
which, frankly, flows from our national leaders from time to time.
After all’s said and done, O’Meara’s poem is rather good. Here it is for you to
judge for yourself. It is called “In the time of pandemic”
And the people stayed home.
And they listened, and read books, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and
played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still.

And they listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some
met their shadows. And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, and heartless ways, the
earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their
losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to
live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.

* https://the-daily-round.com/2020/03/16/in-the-time-of-pandemic/
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WORLD WAR II – THE AFTERMATH

Following last weeks rather muted celebrations of V.E. Day, our resident
historian (and PCC Member) Michael Laird offer his reflections on the
aftermath of the War in question...
World War I was supposed to be 'the war that ends wars', but this hope
was soon disproved. However the suffering and sacrifice incurred in World
War II was not wasted: it has resulted in 75 years (and continuing) without
a major war, at least in our continent of Europe.
Our good fortune is underlined by the fact that this is unprecedented
in its history. A major theme in recent centuries was recurrent conflict
between France and Germany, with Britain throwing its weight on one side
or the other to maintain a balance. Thus from the mid-17th century Louis
XIV and later Napoleon encroached upon Germany – then weak and
disunited; subsequently a newly united and powerful Germany invaded
France in 1870, 1914 and 1940.
We perhaps take it for granted now that things were bound to be
different after World War II. But in 1945, the prospect was not promising.
The humiliation of the German conquest, and the often atrocious
behaviour of the Nazi occupiers, aroused feelings of hatred and vengeance
in all the countries affected. And the degree of wartime loss and
destruction made any quick recovery seem improbable – as Tony Judt
wrote in his masterly work 'Postwar', the continent was 'scarred,
embittered and impoverished'. Poland annexed Germany's eastern
provinces, expelling their inhabitants (in compensation for losses to the
Soviet Union); Czechoslovakia expelled its substantial German minority;
France expected massive reparations and the detatchment of the
Rhineland and the Saar; the German government ceased to exist, with the
country occupied by the 4 victorious powers. But one day it would revive,
with a real prospect of another round of suicidal warfare.
1947 brought a crisis: Europe could not afford to import enough from
outside – mainly the USA –to proceed with reconstruction. This evoked an
outstanding example of enlightened self-interest from the US, in the shape
of Marshall Aid – including grants on a massive scale (to Britain as well as
the continent); and conditional on cooperation between the European
recipients. One reason for this was the apparent threat from Stalin's Soviet
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Union, which was imposing Communist dictatorships on the countries
of east-central Europe – developing into the Cold War. 1948 saw a
soviet attempt to take control of the western sectors of Berlin –
frustrated only by an extraordinary air-lift of the necessary supplies. As
a result, the Western powers – including now even France – were
beginning now to see the Germans as allies rather than enemies. And
in 1949 NATO was established, linking the US and Canada with the
countries of western Europe (including eventually the emergent West
German state) as a deterrent to any possible Soviet adventures. And of
course the Cold War never escalated into World War III, despite some
dangerous moments: it was relatively well managed.
But with continuing worry about a German resurgence, the
French Foreign Minister (Schuman) proposed in 1950 a plan to put
west European coal and steel under a supra-national authority: the
European Coal & Steel Community. Politically as well as economically
this was a masterstroke: losing direct control over coal and steel meant
that Germany and France could not go to war again. This became the
kernel of the EEC (1958): Germany was European-ised. And in the early
1970s she was reconciled with her eastern neighbours also.
So as we give thanks for the sacrifices of those who fought to
deliver us from the evils of Nazism and Fascism, let us also remember
the statesmen – British, American, and west European – who took
difficult and sometimes unpopular decisions to ensure that their
victory was not wasted.
Michael Laird

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin at the Yalta Peace Conference, 1945
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Submitted by Peter Allman - this Message purports to be from Her Majesty the
Queen. The Rector thinks that Peter may be mistaken….and is certain that no
offence is meant to any of our American friends and members, especially Jeanie!
A MESSAGE FROM THE QUEEN
To the citizens of the United States of
America from Her Sovereign Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.
"In light of your failure to elect a
competent President of the USA, and thus
to govern yourselves, we hereby give
notice of the revocation of your
independence, effective immediately.
Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
will resume monarchical duties over all states, commonwealths, and territories
(except North Dakota, and Utah, which she does not fancy).
Our new Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, will appoint a Governor for America without
the need for further elections. Congress and the Senate will be disbanded. A
questionnaire may be circulated next year to determine whether any of you noticed.
To aid in the transition to a British Crown dependency, the following rules are
introduced with immediate effect:
1. The letter 'U' will be reinstated in words such as 'colour,' 'favour,' 'labour' and
'neighbour.' Likewise, you will learn to spell 'doughnut' without skipping half the
letters, and the suffix '-ize' will be replaced by the suffix '-ise.' Generally, you will
be expected to raise your vocabulary to acceptable levels. (Look up 'vocabulary').
2. Using the same twenty-seven words interspersed with filler noises such as 'like'
and 'you know' is an unacceptable and inefficient form of communication. There is
no such thing as U.S. English. We will let Microsoft know on your behalf. The
Microsoft spell-checker will be adjusted to take into account the reinstated letter
'u' and the elimination of '-ize.'
3. You will learn to resolve personal issues without using guns, lawyers, or therapists.
The fact that you need so many lawyers and therapists shows that you're not quite
ready to be independent. Guns should only be used for shooting grouse. If you
can't sort things out without suing someone or speaking to a therapist, then you're
not ready to shoot grouse.
4. Therefore, you will no longer be allowed to own or carry anything more dangerous
than a vegetable peeler. Although a permit will be required if you wish to carry a
vegetable peeler in public.
5. All intersections will be replaced with roundabouts, and you will start driving on
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the left side with immediate effect. At the same time, you will go metric with
immediate effect and without the benefit of conversion tables. Both roundabouts
and metrication will help you understand the British sense of humour.
6. The former USA will adopt UK prices on petrol (which you have been calling ‘gas’
even though it is obviously a liquid) of roughly $10/US gallon. Get used to it.
7. You will learn to make real chips. Those things you call French fries are not real
chips, and those things you insist on calling potato chips are properly called crisps.
Real chips are thick cut, fried in animal fat, and dressed not with catsup but with
vinegar.
8. The cold, tasteless stuff you insist on calling beer is not actually beer at all.
Henceforth, only proper British Bitter will be referred to as beer, and European
brews of known and accepted provenance will be referred to as
Lager. Australian beer is also acceptable, as they are pound for pound the
greatest sporting nation on earth and it can only be due to the beer. They are also
part of the British Commonwealth - see what it did for them. American brands will
be referred to as Near-Frozen Gnat's Urine, so that all can be sold without risk of
further confusion.
9. Hollywood will be required occasionally to cast English actors as good guys.
Hollywood will also be required to cast English actors to play English characters.
Watching Andie Macdowell attempt English dialect in Four Weddings and a
Funeral was an experience akin to having one's ears removed with a cheese
grater.

10. You will cease playing American football. There is only one kind of proper football;
you call it soccer. Those of you brave enough will, in time, be allowed to play
rugby (which has some similarities to American football, but does not involve
stopping for a rest every twenty seconds or wearing full kevlar body armour like a
bunch of nancies).
11. Further, you will stop playing baseball. It is not reasonable to host an event called
the World Series for a game which is not played outside of America. Since only
2.1% of you are aware there is a world beyond your borders, your error is
understandable. You will learn cricket, and we will let you face the Australians
first to take the sting out of their deliveries.

12. You must tell us who killed JFK. It's been driving us mad.
13. An internal revenue agent (i.e. tax collector) from Her Majesty's Government will
be with you shortly to ensure the acquisition of all monies due (backdated to
1776).
14. Daily Tea Time begins promptly at 4 p.m. with proper cups, with saucers, and
never mugs, with high quality biscuits (cookies) and cakes; plus strawberries (with
cream) when in season.
God Save the Queen
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From the Churchwardens
(Colin Hedley & Clive Barnett )

Tom’s workload – summary
As most of the congregation will now know, at the beginning of May
Father Tom suffered a third minor heart attack. As a result, we met with
Tom to discuss and agree ways of lightening his workload the better to
enable him to concentrate on nurturing the spiritual development of the
St Faith’s congregation and promoting St Faith’s role within the heart of
Havant’s community.
The following decisions were agreed at the meeting and these will now
apply going forward:


Tom will roll-back on his online presence. In future, he will confine
his posts on social media to announcements relating to St Faith’s
activities and occasional thoughtful articles.



We need to develop a communications strategy for St Faith’s and
that this is something to be included in the new Mission
Development Plan.
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Tom’s involvement in the day-to-day management of the parish’s
finances will be reduced with Colin and Clive becoming the
designated budget-holders for most parish budget-lines.



During lockdown, all cheques and cash should be sent to the home
address of Shelley Saunders (our Treasurer) and no longer to the
Rectory. (Shelley’s address is 19 School Lane, Havant, PO9 2GE.)
After lockdown ends, they should be sent to the Parish Office.



The Churchwardens will take over responsibility for producing both
the Annual Report and the Annual Statistics for Mission Return.



A priority for the new Mission Development Plan will be to
investigate the establishment of some form of management board
to oversee activities in the Pallant Centre.



Volunteers are invited to come forward to run a number of those
activities which hitherto Tom has run, most notably the Tuesday
lunchtime programme of musical recitals.

We acknowledged the value of building enthusiasm for change and of the
momentum that comes with it. However, as we approach the next five
years, we also agreed on the need for periodic consolidation and
reflection, the better to take stock and discern what God would have us do
in the years to come.
The purpose behind these changes is to enable Father Tom to focus on
those activities which he considers to be central to his mission as our
pastoral and spiritual leader; among them is the curation of the Corona
Chronicle and Pew News. These are relatively easy for Tom to produce
provided he receives a steady stream of articles and similar items to weave
together. Tom welcomes articles, poems, meditations, stories (funny or
otherwise) submitted by all congregation members.
So – St Faith’s – get your thinking caps on and start writing!!
Clive Barnett and Colin Hedley,
Churchwardens
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Venues ARE the Community
By Will Coulston, our General Manager
Nothing has been left untouched. The Corona Virus has affected all
continents, communities, families, services and industries, directly or
indirectly.
We are now relying on
incomprehensible amounts of
money, endless goodwill and
limitless bravery to fight back.
It will continue to be tough but it
will come to an end. A new dawn
will present itself with fresh
enthusiasm, and after much
reflection. Entirely new ways of
spending time with one another - be it through work, travel, family,
friends, leisure and such like - will be born.
The ‘new normal’ will feel strange for a while. Just whilst we become
accustomed to new social behaviours and expectations, but very
quickly, it will simply be ‘normal’.
What will normal mean for communities that rely on venues to meet,
socialise and catch up or simply to let their hair down? What does it
mean for those venues that support those communities in return for
their encouragement and love, often over decades? With next to
zero income but still on going costs, and often relying on charitable
gifts/donations and a heavy reliance on volunteer effort, how do
those venues recover?
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I remain strong in the belief that people are generally good. We all act
out of character at some point. When we are emotional or tested or
simply do not hear or see what we wanted to hear or see. But when it
comes down to it, we reach out in the hope that we can make a
difference. That we can help repair bridges from both ends and meet
happily in the middle whatever our differences and struggles.
Community venues have played a big part in this for hundreds or
years and more so in the last century. Communities where families
were torn apart by global conflict in particular. The people in those
communities came together. They supported one another. They built
a future through their gratitude of the present. They cried together,
and laughed together. They felt pain and loss together and they
celebrated when the moment was right.
Those communities are there to be served, and the halls and clubs
and centres far and wide, are there to help make that togetherness
last. They are there with beating hearts readying to make new and
everlasting memories. For us all.
We’ll meet again.
Soon.
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From St Faith’s Variety Show
“Jackanory”
By Colin Hedley
(Curtains open to reveal Louise Hedley sitting in armchair in centre of stage)
Now, are you all sitting comfortably on those cheap plastic chairs? I hope so,
unless you've upset the organisers and they've given you the one with the crack
in? So let's begin with today's story which is called Chicken Licken and the Day
the Sky Started to Fall in.
One sunny morning, just outside the Church, Chicken Licken and the other
curate, Henny Penny, we're having a swift fag out of sight of the security camera.
Unbeknown to them a blackbird was investigating the new bat box just above
their heads and as it did so a little piece of tile came away and dropped down
onto Chicken Licken’s fair locks.
“Hells bells that hurt” she said, “what was it?”
They looked around but couldn't see the little piece of tile which had bounced
off into the wildflowers. Henny Penny looked up and said:
“Perhaps climate change is causing the sky to fall in?”
Most alarmed at this prospect they went to search for a church warden to ask
their advice, although they made sure to put out their cigarettes first with a few
sharp drags; what a nasty habit, uuugghhhh!!!!!
Fortunately one of the church wardens was there in church, hovering by the
biscuit barrel and looking to see if the crunch cream he had hidden under the
rich teas after Sunday service had remained undiscovered: It had!
“Wise Warden” they chanted, “We were outside weeding (naughty curates)
when a piece of the sky fell on us, what ever shall we do?”
For a few seconds he thought carefully and then, once he had finished
munching, he said
“I don't know. The intelligent church warden is away at the moment so why
don't you go and find Hector Rector, he’ll know what to do”.
“But wherever shall will we find him?” Asked the anxious acolytes and then the
church warden showed his wiseness. He put a finger to his lips so that they
stopped talking and then put a cupped hand to his ear, indicating that they
should listen. Instantly the lovely old church was silent and helped the curates
for as soon as the church was quiet there was a distinct sound of snoring coming
from the lady chapel. The wise warden simply pointed a finger and then
returned to his foraging.
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“Hector Rector, we fear the sky has started to fall in!”
“What's that, what’s that?” Awakening from his short snooze, he dislodged
the cassock he had been using as a pillow, “Angels delight has fallen at
Goodwood, blast I had a fiver on her to win”
“No” they chorused, ”the sky has started to fall in”.
“Phew, I thought it was important. I may be a font of knowledge on some
matters but the atmosphere is a complete mystery to me, you need to talk
to someone even wiser”.
“The Bishop?” Chicken Licken and Henny Penny said in unison.
“Good answer” said Hector Rector obviously impressed. “That will be 10
out of 10 for this week’s assignment. But I was thinking of someone not
quite that senior”.
“Graham Norton?”
“Careful, you're becoming over excited now and I may have to dock some of
those marks. No, I was thinking about Master Mayor at the Plaza, he’ll
know”.
“How do we find his worshipfulness?” Enquired Henny Penny, looking a
little daunted.
“That's easy” replied the vicar, “just go out of the north door and follow
your nose”
A bit bemused, off they trotted and were soon in north street.
“He’s taking the St Michael” said Chicken Licken indignantly, “What's he
mean follow your nose?” But soon a waft of takeaway food came on the
light breeze, and then another, and as they walked on so further smells
came to their little nostrils until they had reached the railway station and
there saw a bold sign for The Plaza. A short trot later and they were at the
reception.
“Good morning, how can I help you?” said the stern lady behind the desk
without smiling.
“Please madam we'd like to see the Master Mayor, we have some very
important news”.
“Which is?” Asked the receptionist firmly her eyes narrowing, giving away
that she had only recently joined the Council from a Doctor’s surgery.
“That the sky has started to fall in”. Said Chicken Licken earnestly.
“Is this true?” asked the receptionist
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“Oh yes”, confirmed Henny Penny, his head nodding so much his face
appeared as a blur.
“You're lucky to see the sky, here in the north of the town we barely see it
since the meridian centre was built. I expect it's due to climate change,
everything's blamed on climate change now, it's the new Brexit. Anyways
I'm afraid master mayor is out today at his second office, nudge, nudge,
wink, wink and unless you have a decent five iron they won't let you in.
You'll have to make an appointment for next month.”
“Next month!!!?” exclaimed the concerned curates, “That's way too late”.
“Sorry, force of habit”, said the lady, “How does tomorrow at 2 suit? Hang
about, how do you know the sky is falling in?”
Chicken Licken replied “We were standing outside the church, doing some
weeding (Ahem) when a chunk of the sky fell on my head”.
“And you were right by the Church”
“That’s correct” confirmed Henny Penny.
“That wasn’t the sky. I’ve seen the state of your roof. I expect it was a
piece of tile you silly sausages”.
“Well what can we do ?” They enquired naively.
“Well your Rector is a very busy chap so why don’t you help him by sending
a plan to Mr Fox, the cunning chair of the Diocesan Advisory Committee for
permission to repair it?”
And that is what those young curates did. For two weeks they worked in
secret, pulling it all together in a nice indexed folder. They made an
appointment to see the cunning chairman of the Diocesan Advisory
Committee. So on one sunny Wednesday morning they followed their
noses again all the way to the
railway station and caught the
11.15 to Portsmouth.
And Chicken Licken, Henny
Penny and all their lovely plans
were never, seen, again.

Henny Penny, Chicken Licken
and Hector Rector?
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DONATIONS UPDATE
Thank you!
Thank you to all the extraordinary people who, by their extra
donations, have enabled us to meet our obligations, and to pay our
staff, while we await the Government’s aid package.

Cheques
(payable to St Faith’s PCC) can be posted to (or dropped at) 19 School
Lane, Havant, PO9 2GE. (Note change of address - no longer to/at
the Rectory, please.)

Online:
The
‘Donate’
page
of
our
website
(www.stfaith.com) has recently been updated. It is
now possible to donate online to our three primary
fundraising needs: The Big Build Campaign, General
Mission or the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
Donations can be made by bank card, PayPal or CAF
Voucher. GiftAid can also be applied to these
donations.
To donate online, just go to
www.stfaith.com, and click on the ‘Donate’ button
at the top of the page.

Monthly Stewardship through ‘Parish Giving Scheme’
If you wish to modify (preferably upwards!) your monthly giving
through the parish giving scheme, then simply contact them using
the following details: Parish Giving Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road,
GLOUCESTER, GL1 3BD. Email: info@parishgiving.org.uk
Phone: 0333 002 1260
Preferably you need to have your unique number to hand, but they
can usually trace your payment account with your name and the
parish name. St Faith’s Parish Giving Code is 290629058

If you would like to set up Regular Giving by phone, you can
now call 0333 002 1271 - with the above code to hand.

Weekly Envelope-users
We encourage you to continue filling your envelope each week, and
then (when the ‘all- clear’ is given) bring the bundle of (hopefully)
bulging envelopes to church with you.
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Updated guidance regarding the use of church buildings has been
received from Bishop Christopher. This gives permission, if required, for
parish priests to enter churches for the purpose of live-streaming
services from within the building. Canon Tom’s personal view is that the
church building is a place for the whole people of God to gather in
communal worship or for prayer, not simply a ‘specially holy place’ in its
own right. It is made holy, by the presence of the people of God. He is
therefore inclined, presently, to continue live-streaming from his home,
until the day comes when at least two or three can be gathered together.
We hope for news, soon, about the gradual re-opening of the
church.
Do you need prayer? Don’t forget that our Prayer Ministry Team is very
willing to hold you specifically in their prayers. If you would like the
assurance of knowing you are being actively prayed-for, on a daily basis,
then please contact Sandra Haggan on 02392 455161 or
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com. (If asking for prayer for someone else,
please seek their permission first).
Tea and Chat - Sandra will be hosting another ‘Tea and Chat’ meeting
via Zoom, very soon. If you would like a link to join the meeting, please
contact her (see above).

Janet Schofield - Memorial. Janet’s family are planning to hold an
outdoor, socially distanced memorial in a local garden, on June 20th. If
you would like to attend, please contact Sandra (see above) - who will
put you in touch with Janet’s family for further details.
Parish Website. Our website has recently been considerably updated
(visually) and simplified (in terms of headings and pages). We’d love to
know whether you find this helpful. Do please let Colin Carter know your
thoughts (webmaster@stfaith.com).
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