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FATHER FRANK reflects on 50 years of
ordained ministry
RELENTLESS SELF-PUBLICITY - the Rector
reflects on the role of the ego

Margaret
Tait

POETRY: Margaret walks the Billy
Trail to Langstone - poetically!
‘LAUDATE SI’: We focus a little on the
environment
AND THERE’S MORE - including

The Rector’s new book

Hymns and readings for Sunday

More fun from ‘Uncle’ Bill Jones

‘Honk if you love Jesus’ from Peter
Allman
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Forthcoming Main SERVICES

Livestreams of our two main weekly
services (see listing below) will be
available on our Facebook site:
www.facebook.com/
stfaithschurchhavant/
As soon as practicable after the end
of each service, the stream will be
available to view at your leisure on
YouTube, via the parish website at
this
link:
www.stfaith.com/
livestreamed-services/ (You do not have to be a
Facebook user to view the recorded services.)
Each service follows the Lectionary pattern of
readings, and includes prayers and a sermon for the
day. The Eucharist is celebrated on behalf of the
whole community. Hard copies of the service sheet
can be requested from Tom or Sandra (who will post
them to you, gladly) or downloaded by clicking here.
Livestreamed Services This Week
Thursday at 10.30am
(Traditional spoken BCP Communion)
Sunday 9.30
Sung Communion Service
Sunday 6pm
Evening Prayer via ‘Zoom’
To join in with Evening Prayer, just Click here at a few
minutes before 6pm. To download and print the
standard service sheet just click here. The readings for
the service are sent out via email on Thursday or
Friday. If you want to receive a copy, please email
tomkennar@gmail.com to be added to the mailing
list.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop and
Diocesan staff, coping
with the Virus Crisis

Our Parish & Deanery
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT

Those in Urgent Need
Please see the note
on the back page for
prayer by our Prayer
Ministry Team
The Recently
Departed
Janet Schofield
Sam Roonan
Rev’d Douglas Bean
Audrey Whitcombe
Betty Harbert
Mary Clarke
Peggy Abbot
Anniversaries of
Departed
29th - Betty Lepley &
Pamela Le Goaziou
30th - William Searle
2nd June - Wally
Gentry
3rd Florence Bennett
9th Mary Dale

“You relentless self-publicist!”
FROM THE RECTOR: In the week when I have announced the
publication of my book of talks, stories and journals (see page 16), I’ve
been reflecting on the place of the ‘ego’. It is hard, indeed, to accomplish
anything like the publication of a book, or to put on a concert of one’s
music, without ego having at least a significant role to play.
The word ‘ego’ is often used negatively (as in the insults ‘egotistic’
or ‘ego-centric’). But of course, we all have an ego…it is a neutral term.
Properly balanced, our ego is our sense of ourselves, our identity, our
gifts. There is many a light which
has been ‘hid under the bushel
basket’ out of an under-developed
sense of ego. On the other hand, an
over-inflated, or inaccurate, sense of
ego can lead to people accepting or
seeking positions that they are
wholly unsuited to.
During this week between Ascension and Pentecost, we are each
asked by church’s choice of readings to reflect on the way that Jesus sent
his disciples, turning them into ‘apostles’ (those who are sent). I preached
on this theme on Sunday - you can still catch it on our web-site (see
opposite). My invitation, this week, is for you to take a moment to think
and pray about what that ‘sending’ means for you. How can you move
from being a ‘disciple’ (a student of the Master) to being an ‘apostle’ (one
who is sent out by the King)?
Having an accurate sense, through your own ego, of your gifts and
talents will be crucial to that question. What gifts has God built into you,
over the years that he’s been working with you? What talents do you
have which God could use in the ongoing work of building his Kingdom?
One of the lovely spin-offs of this lockdown has been the discovery of
many creative talents among our congregation - from musicians like Kate
and Jude via Facebook, a talent for poetry and writing like Margaret, Clive
and both Bill’s, Chris and Peter in recent weeks. Don’t be shy! And don’t
hide your light under the bushel basket. False, or misplaced modesty has
stymied many a move of God’s Holy Spirit - when his people have failed
to grasp that their personal gifts are just what God is seeking to use!
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50 Years of Ordained Ministry
By Fr Frank Hillebrand
Father Frank has been a long-time friend of
St Faiths, often assisting during interregna.
Recently he has been worshipping with us
more frequently - not least as a source of
worship-familiarity for his wife Sue (who is
living with dementia). We invited Frank to
reflect on his 50 years in ordained ministry and here is his response. It’s rather long, but
very interesting!
So is presented here
without cuts by the Editor.
A kind invitation has been extended to me to Preside at the 1030 Thursday
Eucharist at Faith’s (well – virtually!) on June 11th – the Feast of Corpus
Christi (or as the C of E entitles it: “Thanksgiving for Holy Communion”).
The reason for this is that the previous Sunday, Trinity Sunday, is the 50th
anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood – and it was on Corpus
Christi that I first presided at the Eucharist. Where did all those years go?
Canon Tom has asked me to share a little of my story, and for that I really
need to “start at the very beginning…”
I was born in London in August 1946, my Dad having returned home
in 1945 after 4 years abroad with the army in India, North Africa and Italy.
He and my Mother had married in 1941 and he was posted just a few
weeks later. For four years their only communication was by erratic letters
whilst uncertainty not only surrounded Dad, but Mum who was actually
living INSIDE the prime bombing target of the King George V Docks and
working for the Port of London Authority. (And we are moaning about not
seeing our families for a few months…?!)
Soon after de-mob Dad secured a position as Organist (and general
organizer of the chapel) at the Royal Cancer Hospital (now the Royal
Marsden) in South Kensington – and I was baptized there. Every Sunday I
attended the 8am Holy Communion with my parents at our parish of St
Anne’s, Brondesbury (nr Queens Park) – after which Dad would dash off to
the tube. I vividly recall kneeling with them week by week - and Mum
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explaining that when the sanctus bells tinkled
and the priest raised the bread and wine on high
– that this was Jesus coming to be with us in a
special way. Wow! When I was about 8 years
old I became a part of the 12-strong choir of
boys that Dad recruited from the Kensington
streets. With Dad, dressed in our Royal Scarlet
cassocks, he and I went bed to bed around the
wards before the service, asking the patients if
St Anne’s, Brondesbury
they would like to come to chapel or would they
like to listen to the service on their earphones?
My Dad did this work for 30 years.
So from the very beginning, I now understand, a pattern was
being imprinted in me – that in the Eucharist Christ comes in bread and
wine to feed us, strengthen and inspire us, and in his strength we are
granted whatever we need to go forth to serve.
In due time my voice broke. I was confirmed and became a server
at St Annes. I was just 17 and starting my final year at school when at
the Youth Club Fr. Gubbins (lovely name – much-loved man) drifted
over – hands in cassock pockets as ever - for a chat. “What are you
doing when you leave school?’ he asked. I told him Dad had arranged
for me to be Articled to a West-end firm of Quantity Surveyors. Fr G
came back: “Does that fire you up? – Had you ever considered
ordination?” What a crazy idea that seemed – and my friends thought
it hilarious!! But somehow, soon, the surveying didn’t appeal any
more – and I tentatively entered into some conversations with Fr G –
then with the Archdeacon and then Bishop Graham Leonard. Before I
knew where I was, still just 17 years of age, I was off to a 3-day
Selection Conference! Terrifying - everyone else was finishing
university at least and I took my panic into Evensong that first
afternoon!: “Well Lord” – I remember praying in the manner of Laurel
and Hardy – “what have you got me into now?!”
Short of ignominious flight there seemed no way out – so I
resigned myself to just “being me” – on the basis that there was no
hiding-place in this sort of selection conference and if I was really
supposed to be doing this thing - or not - that might become clear. I
was gob-smacked a week later to receive a letter unconditionally
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recommending me for training and ordination! I then took a year out,
being so young, and worked as a shop-assistant and general factotum
for Schott’s Music Publishers in Soho. And bought an MGY!
Then it was off to Kings College London to study (as my Facebook
profile states) Theology, Beer and Rowing!
Marriage to Sue (whom I had met at her
sister’s wedding on my 17th Birthday)
followed and we went off to St Boniface
College, Warminster – King’s own Fourth
Year course to prepare for the practicalities
of the ordained life – “How not to drop a
baby whilst Baptising it” sort of thing!
Then there was a snag – ordination
loomed but I was still under-age! Bishop
Graham felt it would be silly for me sit
around for three months until my birthday,
so he obtained a Special Dispensation from
St Pancras Parish Church
the Archbishop of Canterbury. I was duly
made a Deacon at St Pancras Parish Church in
1969 and Ordained Priest at St Paul’s Cathedral in 1970. And so it
began….
Two curacies of three years, as was then customary, completed
10 years of training. These were at St Michael’s Wood Green and All
Saint’s Evesham (also Deputy Chaplain at Long Lartin prison). Amongst
other things I trained as a Scout Leader which gave me youth-work
skills which proved invaluable when the Bishop entrusted to me….
Holy Trinity and St Matthew’s, on the “lively” Ronkswood estate,
Worcester. I was there for seven hectic
years – during which I was heavily
engaged not only in the parish but also
in founding St Paul’s Hostel for the
Homeless in Worcester (check their
website – it has developed into an
amazing project which is immensely
pleasing.) Our third child was born
during this time too!
Holy Trinity & St Matthew
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In 1980 I went to see my Bishop, Robin Woods, and asked if he might
refer me to a Diocese in East Anglia (rationale: Sue came from a village
near Frinton and my Dad needed to retire for health reasons = get
parents together). He sent
me to become Vicar of St
John
the
Baptist
KIDDERMINSTER! It was a
fledgling Team Ministry: 2
parishes working in informal
partnership
with
2
Incumbents, a curate or two,
a Parish Worker, an Industrial
Chaplain – and close links to
the newly-formed Hospital
St John the Baptist, Kidderminster
Chaplaincy
and
the
Methodists.
It was an exciting time: we worked and played hard – Banks’s
was our local brew!! It was an awful decade for the West Midlands
with traditional industries collapsing – many suicides, family breakup,
broken town-centre. Led by the Industrial Chaplains the Church
engaged with the unemployment crisis – the aisles of my church were
converted with partitions for training rooms, from a caravan in the
churchyard we ran a Gardening Training Scheme and from empty
factories many such schemes were successfully run for all ages.
Thatcher cut the funding eventually – furious at both the Faith in the
City Report and Archbishop Runcie’s insistence that he would pray for
the Argentinian dead at the Falklands Memorial Service.… I became
the first Team Rector of the West Kidderminster Team Ministry, and
then it was time to move again!
1991 (Sue now a qualified Probation Officer) we moved to All
Saints, the Parish Church of High Wycombe. This huge mediaeval
building (seating 700 - up to 1000 at Christmas with extra seats!) was a
mess – a Restoration and Re-ordering Project had stalled to the extent
of communications passing via solicitors. The Bishop of Buckingham
charged me: “This church is where our ordinations happen – many
military services for NATO etc. - it should be the show-piece of our
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Episcopal Area – SORT IT!” The
Church was consecrated in about 1087
by St Wulstan, Bishop of Worcester where I was coming from – an omen?!
Anyhow we seemed to pull it off and
three years later we invited the then
Bishop of Worcester back to rededicate it!
(All Saints has an
excellent and interesting website with
lots of photos – well worth a look and
All Saints, High Wycombe
even a short detour off the M40!).
In 1995 I was appointed Team
Rector. It was the largest Team Ministry in England - with 6 Team
Vicars, plus Curates, Non-Stipendiaries and Readers. In 1998 the Bishop
noted that many new and worthwhile connections with the town were
being formed and that this might be encouraged by changing my job to
Team Rector and Town Chaplain - facilitated by another Team Vicar
being added to take care of All Saints. It was an exciting plan which
enabled Chaplaincies to the Police, the fledgling University, the business
community etc. etc., but it turned out that not all of the Team (of
disparate churchmanship and therefore understanding different visions
of church) were prepared to back it wholeheartedly. The Bishop moved
on – his successor did not understand Chaplaincy – so in 2000, in not a
little disappointment at unmet opportunities, I decided I would shake
the dust from my feet and made a final move - and I found myself
“home”!
I saw an ad for an Anglican Chaplain at Portsmouth NHS Trust
and, after interview and a basic training course at NHS Leeds, began an
extremely busy, sometimes stressful but most rewarding seven years.
The Ecumenical Chaplaincy Team then consisted of a Team Leader (who
happened to be Methodist), 2.5 Anglicans, a Free Church minister, and
a .5 RC priest. In due course we developed specialisms, and I found
myself able to pursue an interest begun in High Wycombe in the area of
baby-loss.
I also became part of the Women and Children’s Divisional
Management Team. We delivered a large teaching programme amongst
staff at every level across the hospital, and our 24/7 care for patients
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was backed by 40+ trained volunteers. Sadly the number of Chaplains is
much diminished as a result of the recent decade of austerity and NHS
cuts.
I retired in 2007 as Acting Head of
Chaplaincy – a few years early as Sue had
become very anxious to retire on her 60th
Birthday. She was by then a Senior Probation
Officer in charge of the Grange at Purbrook- a
secure hostel for the more serious ex-offenders
coming out of prison. In retrospect I think the
beginnings of Altzheimer’s Disease were already
there for her – so it was good that I took
retirement as we spent the next three years
sailing our beloved 32’ Fair Westering around
the coast of Brittany. Gradually over the past 10
years I have become a “Carer” – since July 2017
sharing that responsibility with the wonderful
team at Ferndale Care Home in Southbourne.
Fr. Frank in the late 1970s
We mostly worship at Westbourne – but have
found a ready welcome at St Faith’s Havant on
occasions when there is non-Eucharistic worship at Westbourne.
Looking back on all that has happened as I approach the Golden
Jubilee of my Priesthood I marvel at the (mostly!) wonderful
experiences and privileges that have come my way – and am so grateful
for my dear parents Joy and Stephen and what they taught and showed
me of the Eucharistic life, and for Sue who also has held these things
dear and still does even in her increasing confusion. On Sunday 15th
March Ferndale “locked-down” to all visitors – but I was able to take
the Reserved Sacrament to share with her. It was a very special
moment.
So I look forward to Corpus Christi: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, for the gift to your church of yourself in bread and wine –
inspiration and food for our journey wherever that may lead.
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Walking to Langstone - by Margaret Tait

If you walk to Langstone, go the scenic way,
You will pass the bug hotel where beetles come to play.
The path is on the Billy Trail where steam trains used to run
Now it’s used by cyclists and walkers just for fun.
Long ago the Terrier chugged along the shore,
But Hayling Bridge was deemed unsafe , now the railway is no more.
Walk beside a babbling brook, cross a wooden bridge or two
Once you’ve seen the ponies the sea comes into view.
There are no cafes here serving lunch and tea
With two pubs on the water’s edge, it’s good enough for me.
On the path there is a mill, restored and looking grand
Tall and black it proudly watches swans upon the sand.
Walk along the shore to the church that’s very old,
With lichen covered gravestones, where history will be told.
Of Langstone’s ancient tower where the story goes
King Henry’s cousin was interned reflecting on her woes.
Now go towards the Royal Oak where you can meet some friends,
We hope you won’t have long to wait - until the lockdown ends!
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Naughty Nuns?
According to Sue Partridge, who sent in this photo via Hilary
Deadman, who forwarded this cheeky photo, ‘whoever
designed these bar stools, is a genius...I had to look twice!’

Happy Birthday Richard!
Father Richard Acworth, will mark his 90th
birthday on Friday the 29th of May. We look
forward to worshipping with him again, at
one of our Thursday Eucharists, before too
much longer (we pray!)
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Doing things differently
Our thanks to Bill Jones for
sending
in
this
startling
illustration of how baptisms
might be done under ‘social
distancing’ guidelines. We pray
that it will never come to this, in
reality! But it is certainly true
that we are all learning to do
things differently at this time.
Have you tried worshipping
with us ‘virtually’ yet? If you
have a computer, or a modern
smart-phone, give it a try! (See
instructions and links on page 2).
Bill has also sent in a few more anagrams (as he clearly has too much
time on his hands!).

SNOOZE ALARMS
A DECIMAL POINT:
THE EARTHQUAKES:
ELEVEN PLUS TWO:

ALAS ! NO MORE Z'S
I'M A DOT IN PLACE
THAT QUEER SHAKE
TWELVE PLUS ONE

Can you think of a few more anagrams? Please do send them in (to
tomkennar@gmail.com, or by post to The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands,
Havant, PO9 2RP.
__________________________________________________________
FLYING THE FLAG - The Union Flag will be flown on the
following forthcoming dates:
1st June (sinking of HMS Havant) and
2nd June (Queen’s Coronation)

12

Laudato Si’ (‘Praise be to You’)

Last Sunday, the 24th of May, our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters
marked the 5th anniversary of the publication of ‘Laudato Si’’ an
encyclical from Pope Francis, with the sub-heading ‘on care for our
common home’. It is an inspirational letter that calls for us to examine
our hearts, transform our social values and take action for global
solidarity. The encyclical captures the interconnectedness of social,
economic and environmental justice in building and protecting Our
Common Home.
At St Faith’s, we share the aim of caring for our ‘common home’,
and we were recently awarded ‘bronze’ status by Eco-Church, because
of the work we’ve already done (including energy-efficient boilers and
lighting, and our care for the diversity of wildlife in our churchyard.
There is much more yet to be done - including our eventual aim to get
all our energy from sustainable sources, and to support Fair Trade
whenever possible. Let’s join with our Roman Catholic friends in
praying the prayer above, with all our hearts!
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UPDATED GUIDANCE regarding
the use of church buildings has
been received from Bishop
Christopher, concerning building
work in churches. This guidance,
properly applied, should enable
us to proceed with the repairs to
our West Window, and to the
Coronavirus updates removal of the West Door tombplinth. (Both of these works are
funded by a tremendously kind single donation, from a parishioner,
and will use money which, legally, cannot be used for any other
purpose). We are also hoping to carry-out some essential roof
repairs. Sadly, this does not mean that the church can be opened for
public prayer or worship, yet...but we anxiously await news about
when this may be possible. Watch this space!
DO YOU NEED PRAYER? Don’t forget that our Prayer Ministry Team
is very willing to hold you specifically in their prayers. If you would
like the assurance of knowing you are being actively prayed-for, on a
daily basis, then please contact Sandra Haggan on 02392 455161 or
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com. (If asking for prayer for someone else,
please seek their permission first).
DO YOU NEED PRACTICAL HELP? We take very seriously our Lord’s
command to love our neighbour - and that includes you! If there is
any practical help we can offer, to make this difficult time more
bearable, just get in touch with Sandra (see above). We can pick up
shopping or medicines, and we even have a few volunteers who
could help with gardening if your own garden has got out of control.
Or perhaps you’d just like to hear a human voice rather more often our pastoral team has been calling the majority of parishioners (for
whom we have phone numbers). If you haven’t had such calls, and
would like one, just let Sandra know. She’d love to have a chat!
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TEA AND CHAT - Sandra will be hosting another ‘Tea and Chat’
meeting via ‘Zoom’ on Monday at 3pm. To take part, just click on this
link, which will open a web-browser, and download a little software to
your computer.

Click here
JANET SCHOFIELD - Memorial. Janet’s family are planning to hold an
outdoor, socially distanced memorial in a local garden, on June 20th.
If you would like to attend, please contact Sandra (see above).

LITTLE SEEDS - Sowing again! Our group for pre-school children and
their parents and carers has begun meeting again, online, via Zoom! A
separate meeting is being held after the Little Ones are in bed, so that
parents and carers can support each other, share stories and tips, and
just be together. If this programme would be of interest to you,
please contact Sandra for details of how to join in. And, for everyone
else, please continue to pray for all children and their families during
these challenging times!
DIAL-UP WORSHIP
For those who don’t have a computer (to watch live-streamed
worship) the Church of England has launched a telephone service.
Options available include materials also available digitally by the
Church of England’s Communications team such as Prayer During the
Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a
recording of the Church of
England weekly national online
service. A section called Hymn
Line offers callers a small
selection of hymns, updated
daily. An option entitled
‘Hymns We Love’, provides a
hymn and reflection and is
based on an initiative by the
Connections group.
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Scribblings of Tom Kennar…
We are delighted to announce the limited
publication of a collection of writings by our
Rector, Canon Tom Kennar. Copies will be
available (hot off the press) from next week
(1st June 2020). Details of how to obtain
your own copy are below.
Tom has brought together sermons,
talks, pithy weekly columns, stories and a
diary of one of his journeys to West
Africa.
These are illustrated, by kind
permission, with selected cartoons by Dave
Walker. In the e-version of this Chronicle,
you can read an EXTRACT of the book by
clicking here.
We invite you to donate to the costs of production of this
volume. All proceeds (after production costs) will be split between St
Faith’s Big Build Campaign and the work of the Anglican Church in Ghana
(where Tom is an Honorary Canon of two Cathedrals). Donations can be
paid at the following link:
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/13251
Please gift-aid your donation, if you can.
ALTERNATIVELY (if you really don’t like making payments online!) a
cheque, payable to ‘PCC of St Faith’s’, or cash for one of the amounts
below can be sent to ‘The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP’.

For a minimum donation of £9.99, we will reserve a copy for you to
collect (after 1st June)

For a minimum donation of £12.50, we will post a copy to you.

For a minimum donation of £24.50, we will post two copies to you.

Donations of less than £9.99 will be received with thanks, and
donated entirely to the causes outlined above.
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DONATIONS UPDATE
Thank you!
Thank you to all the extraordinary people who, by their extra
donations, have enabled us to meet our obligations, and to pay our
staff, while we await the Government’s aid package.

Cheques
(payable to St Faith’s PCC) can be posted to (or dropped at) 19 School
Lane, Havant, PO9 2GE. (Note change of address - no longer to/at
the Rectory, please.)

Online:
The
‘Donate’
page
of
our
website
(www.stfaith.com) has recently been updated. It is
now possible to donate online to our three primary
fundraising needs: The Big Build Campaign, General
Mission or the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
Donations can be made by bank card, PayPal or CAF
Voucher. GiftAid can also be applied to these
donations.
To donate online, just go to
www.stfaith.com, and click on the ‘Donate’ button
at the top of the page.

Monthly Stewardship through ‘Parish Giving Scheme’
If you wish to modify (preferably upwards!) your monthly giving
through the parish giving scheme, then simply contact them using
the following details: Parish Giving Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road,
GLOUCESTER, GL1 3BD. Email: info@parishgiving.org.uk
Phone: 0333 002 1260
Preferably you need to have your unique number to hand, but they
can usually trace your payment account with your name and the
parish name. St Faith’s Parish Giving Code is 290629058

If you would like to set up Regular Giving by phone, you can
now call 0333 002 1271 - with the above code to hand.

Weekly Envelope-users
We encourage you to continue filling your envelope each week, and
then (when the ‘all- clear’ is given) bring the bundle of (hopefully)
bulging envelopes to church with you.
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Sunday’s Services
For the Pentecost Sunday

Final hymn

Father, Lord of all creation,
Ground of Being, Life and Love:
height and depth beyond description
only life in you can prove;
you are mortal life’s dependence:
thought, speech, sight are ours by
grace;
yours is every hour’s existence,
sov’reign Lord of time and space.

God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy pow’r:
now fulfil thy Church’s story;
bring her bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour.
Lo, the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways;
from the fears that
long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days.

Jesus Christ, the Man for Others,
we, your people make our prayer;
help us love - as sisters, brothers all whose burdens we can share,
Where your name binds us together
you, Lord Christ, will surely be;
where no selfishness can sever
there your love the world may see.

Cure thy children’s waring madness,
bend our pride to they control;
shame our wanton,
selfish gladness,
rich in goods and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss they kingdom’s goal

Holy Spirit, rushing, burning
wind and flame of Pentecost,
fire our hearts afresh with yearning
to regain what we have lost.
May your love unite our actions,
nevermore to speak alone:
God, in us abolish faction,
God, through us your love make
known.
_________________________

Set our feet on lofty places,
gird our lives that they may be
armoured with all Christlike graces
as we set your people free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we fail the world or thee.
__________________________

Music: Abbot’s Leigh. Cyril Vincent Taylor
(1907-1991)
Words: Stewart Cross (1928-1989)

Music: Regent Square. Henry Smart (18131879)
Words: Harry Fosdick (1878-1969)
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Acts 2.1-21
When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. All
of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.
Now there were devout Jews
from every nation under heaven
living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one
heard them speaking in the native
language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is it that we hear, each of
us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabs—in our own languages
we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.’ All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to

one another, ‘What does this
mean?’ But others sneered and
said, ‘They are filled with new
wine.’
But Peter, standing with the
eleven, raised his voice and
addressed them: ‘Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only
nine o’clock in the morning. No,
this is what was spoken through
the prophet Joel:
“In the last days it will be,
God declares, that I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams. Even upon my
slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy. And I will
show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the
coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day. Then everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.”.
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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John 20.19–23
When it was evening on that day,
the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you.’ After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord.

Jesus said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.’ When
he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, ‘Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.’

Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Psalm 67
1. God be merciful unto us, and bless us *
and shew us the light of his countenance,
and be merciful unto us;
2. That thy way may be known upon earth *
thy saving health among all nations.
3.Let the people praise thee, O God *
yea, let all the people praise thee.
4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad *
for thou shalt judge the folk righteously,
and govern the nations upon earth.
5. *Let the people praise thee, O God *
let all the people praise thee.
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6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase *
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.
7. God shall bless us *
and all the ends of the world shall fear him.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen

Psalm 133
1. Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is *
brethren, to dwell together in unity!
2. It is like the precious ointment upon the head,
that ran down unto the beard *
even unto Aaron’s beard,
and went down to the skirts of his clothing.
3. Like as the dew of Hermon *
which fell upon the hill of Sion.
4. For there the Lord promised his blessing *
and life for evermore.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen

(From the BCP Psalter - 1662)
Other readings are overleaf...
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Joel 2.21-32

And it shall come to pass
afterward, that I will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
your young men shall see visions:
And also upon the servants and
upon the handmaids in those days
will I pour out my spirit.
And I will shew wonders in
the heavens and in the earth,
blood, and fire, and pillars of
smoke. The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and
terrible day of the Lord come.
And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be
delivered: for in mount Zion and in
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the Lord hath said, and in the
remnant whom the Lord shall call.

Fear not, O land; be glad and
rejoice: for the Lord will do great
things. Be not afraid, ye beasts of
the field: for the pastures of the
wilderness do spring, for the tree
beareth her fruit, the fig tree and
the vine do yield their strength.
Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your
God: for he hath given you the
former rain moderately, and he
will cause to come down for you
the rain, the former rain, and the
latter rain in the first month. And
the floors shall be full of wheat,
and the vats shall overflow with
wine and oil.
And I will restore to you the
years that the locust hath eaten,
the
cankerworm,
and
the
caterpiller, and the palmerworm,
my great army which I sent among
you.
And ye shall eat in plenty, Here ends the Lesson.
and be satisfied, and praise the
name of the Lord your God, that (From the Authorised - King James
hath dealt wondrously with you: - Bible)
and my people shall never be
ashamed.
And ye shall know that I am
in the midst of Israel, and that I am
the Lord your God, and none else:
and my people shall never be
ashamed.
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Acts 2.14-21
But Peter, standing up with the
eleven, lifted up his voice, and
said unto them, Ye men of
Judaea, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto
you, and hearken to my words:
For these are not drunken, as ye
suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day. But this is that
which was spoken by the prophet
Joel;
“And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, I will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams:
And on my servants and on my
handmaidens I will pour out in
those days of my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy:
And I will shew wonders in
heaven above, and signs in the
earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and
vapour
of
smoke:
The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and
notable day of the Lord come:
And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be saved.”
Here ends the lesson.
(From the Authorised - King James
- Bible)
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Honk if you love Jesus...
Sent in by Peter Allman
The other day, I went to a local Christian
bookstore, and saw a ‘Honk if you love
Jesus’ bumper sticker. I was feeling
particularly sassy that day, so I bought the sticker and put it on my car’s
bumper. Boy, I’m glad that I did! What an uplifting experience followed!
Stopped at a red light, lost in thought about the goodness of the Lord, I
didn’t notice that the light had changed. It’s a good thing the man in the car
behind me loves Jesus, because if he hadn’t honked, I’d ever have noticed
the light change! I found out then that lots of people love Jesus. While I was
sitting there, the guy behind starting honking like crazy, and then he leaned
out of his window and screamed, “For the love of God, go! Go! Go!”. What
an exuberant cheerleader he was for Jesus! Then, everyone started
honking! I just leaned out of my window with joy, and started smiling and
waving at all these lovely people. I even honked my own horn to join in the
love!
Then I noticed another guy, waving in a funny way, with only one
finger stuck up in the air. My teenage grandson was with me, so I asked him
what that meant. He said it was probably a Hawaiian sign for good luck. So I
leaned out of the window and gave him the good luck sign too! A couple of
the people were so caught up in the joy of the moment that they got out of
their cars and started walking towards me. I bet they wanted to pray or ask
what church I attended, but this is when I noticed that the light had changed.
So I waved to all my sisters and brothers, and drove on through the junction.
I noticed that, sadly, I was the only car to make it through the
intersection before the light changed again - and I felt kind of sad to leave all
my new friends in Jesus behind. So I leaned out of the window, and gave
them all the Hawaiian sign for good luck again, as I drove away. Praise the
Lord for such wonderful folks - and for the undoubted power of the bumper
sticker!
and finally ….also from Peter Allman…
Healthy things grow; Growing things change; Changing things challenge us;
Challenge causes us to trust; Trust brings obedience; Obedience makes us
healthy; and healthy things grow, and growing things change…….
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