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From the Rector  

As I prepare for another busy month ahead of us at St Faith’s and St Nicholas it seems 
appropriate to reflect upon a few moments from a wonderful June.  Firstly the welcome of 
our Assistant Curates, Fr. Charles Keay and Fr. David Williams.  The Ordination service 
and the introduction to the parish on the 29th June were marvellous occasions, which will 
have provided them, I am sure, with a great springboard for their ministries in Havant.  As 
they now learn to adjust to life as ordained ministers in Christ’s church I know you will 
continue to support them and pray for them.  Also worthy of mention is the Flower festival 
earlier last month.  It seems ages ago now, but it was a most successful weekend, 
raising some £2000 for the Restoration Appeal.  Seeing so many people wandering 
through the church, appreciating the beauty of the arrangements adorning our lovely 
church was a delight.  In the same way a number of people enjoyed reminiscing about 
their childhoods or past associations with St Faith’s.  Particularly pleasing for me was to 
savour the teamwork put in by so many groups of people from within St Faith’s and from 
other churches and groups locally.  We owe so many people a debt of gratitude for their 
help and appreciate all that has been done to assist the work of the church.  I know from 
every one’s comments that all felt it was worthwhile.  So well done! 

Looking forward now I need to draw your attention to two major events this month.  Firstly 
the Vision continues and on Saturday 5th July from 9:45 in the Church Hall the various 
groups will be reporting back on their activities.  The aim of the morning will be to hear 
what they have found and concluded and to begin the process of drawing together the 
proposals of the six groups into one co-ordinated plan.  Clearly this will be a task beyond 
the scope of the day, but it will be a chance to see what has been said and a further 
chance to add your opinions.  So please come along to the hall on Saturday 5th July 
from 9:45 to 2pm and bring a packed lunch. 

As if this isn’t enough, this month also sees the launch of the Stewardship campaign on 
Sunday 13th, during and after the main Parish Eucharist.  The campaign is launched 
through a presentation given in church and then there is the chance to talk and learn 
more over Brunch in the Church Hall immediately after the service.  The focus of 
Stewardship is about how we use our resources and the gifts God has given us.  It will 
therefore provide us with the chance to examine how we give of ourselves in service to 
Christ’s church through our time, talents and money.  The organising team of Trevor 
Hopkinson, Sybil Laird and Hilary Deadman have given the subject great thought and 
time and dealt with the issues in a highly sensitive fashion.  Please come and hear about 
the campaign and hear how you can learn further about the way we manage the church’s 
resources and how we can help out. 

Another quiet month then!       With every blessing, Fr. David 
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About The Parish    
I often think that God must have a sense of humour.  Someone once said, "He must 
have a sense of humour, otherwise He would not have created the Camel!"  Alone in 
Creation, or so it seems, we have a sense of humour; an ability to laugh, often in 
adversity. Laughter breaks down the barriers between people of all races and creeds.  
We do not need to know the language in order to laugh at Laurel and Hardy. Laughter is 
a tonic when we are ill.  It helps us to overcome danger and stress.  You will guess from 
all of this that I greatly admire people who can make us laugh. 

I mentioned Stan Laurel, a Lancashire lad who conquered Hollywood, and his American 
partner, Oliver Hardy, known to Stan and all his many friends as "Babe" after an Italian 
barber once said that his face was as smooth as a baby's.  Stan created all the timeless 
sketches and directed their scenes. Babe loved golf and as soon as filming was over for 
the day, he would rush from the film set to the nearest golf course, while Stan spent the 
evening on work for the next day's filming.  Stan would delay filming as long as he could 
so that, with Babe at the very end of his tether, Stan would get him to look into the 
camera and deliver the line, "A fine mess you've gotten me into!" with just the right 
degree of exasperation and anger. Babe would then make a speedy escape to the golf 
course. 

Humour does not always travel well in films.  This is because the cinema is not a good 
vehicle for humour because of the absence of an audience at the point of delivery.  I 
remember in the immediate post-war years, my uncle telling me about a wonderful 
comedian he had seen at the London Palladium.  His name was Norman Wisdom and, 
at the time, his stage shows received rave reviews.  Try watching one of his films on 
television. They are unfunny to the point of embarrassment. 

To a lesser degree this is true of another comedian, George Formby, who in his time was 
the top British star of films and the theatre.  I once had the great good fortune to see him 
on the West End stage in a musical comedy called "Zip Goes a Million".  He played his 
normal gormless Lancashire lad in a part made for him.  After the show had been running 
a little while, suddenly, right on cue, George Formby made his entrance on stage.  The 
audience erupted into a standing ovation which brought the show to a stop for many 
minutes.  He really was a most accomplished performer, with impeccable timing and an 
extraordinary rapport with his audience.  There was a wonderful magic about his 
performance which captivated them.  Sadly, very little of this is captured in his films. 

As I wrote at the beginning, I am sure that God has a sense of humour which He gifted to 
these performers.  Joy is shaking her head in disbelief.  "What has all this to do with the 
parish?", she is asking me.  When they read this, I know what our two editors, Jan and 
Colin, will be thinking - "A fine mess you've gotten us into!" Roger Bryant 
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Parochial Church Council Reports 

There are no meetings to report on this month but the next full PCC meeting is on 
Monday 7 July.   Please remember that you can put items on the Agenda by 
speaking to one of the PCC members, who are listed on Page 18 of "Faith Matters".    
Items must be with the Secretary by two Sundays before the meeting so by the time 
you read this it will be too late for this meeting (29 June for 7 July).   But please bear 
this in mind for future meetings. 
 

 

 

The Reverend Canon Douglas Caiger  RIP 

We were all saddened to hear of the death of Canon Douglas Caiger. St Faith’s 
Church has lost a very good friend who was of great help to us during the 
Interregnum.  He was, of course, a former Assistant Priest at this church and Audrey 
Currie has fond memories of his time here, when she would often babysit for him.  In 
more recent times he was a Rector of Emsworth, returning to the town when he 
formally retired. After retirement, he continued to serve at Warblington and St James, 
Emsworth. Apart from the Interregnum, he took services for us on many occasions at 
both St Faith’s and at Christ Church Centre. He was a kindly and dedicated priest 
who will be missed in both parishes. Our thoughts are with his family at this sad time.
 RHB 

 

 

 

 

A note from Sisyphus about the crossword 

Sisyphus has asked me to include a short comment here about the June crossword. I 
noticed that some of our star crossword puzzlers got clue 1 down wrong so I asked 
Sisyphus about it and he tells me that the solution (PANGLOSS) comes from Doctor 
Pangloss, who was tutor to Candide (in "Candide" by Voltaire) and was ever 
optimistic, his favourite saying was always "everything is for the best". Hence "Brief 
pain over" (Pang) "deprivation" (Loss) for "optimistic doctor" (Dr Pangloss). Also I 
apologise that I mistyped clue 18 across, which should have read "Aimless on 
headland in state of rest". However, all entries got that right as "Idleness". I'm still 
trying to get Sisyphus to write a short piece on how to solve crossword puzzles !JPS 
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HMS HAVANT – Her Short History 

 

 

A HAVANT Class destroyer 

 
As you know, there is a window on the North side of the Church commemorating the 
valiant service of HMS HAVANT (H32) at Dunkirk, 1940.  At the outbreak of World 
War II she was being built at JS White & Co., at Cowes, Isle of Wight, as one of six 
destroyers for the Brazilian Navy, and had been named JAVARY when launched on 
17 July 1939.  The Admiralty requisitioned her on 4 September 1939 and she was 
commissioned on 19 December 1939 as HMS HAVANT.  The destroyer was lost on 
1 June 1940 after being heavily damaged by German aircraft off Dunkirk during the 
evacuation of France with the loss of 8 men.  Every 1st June, the British Legion 
holds a memorial service to honour those who served in her. This was the tribute at 
the HAVANT Memorial at 11am on 1 June 2003.  Colin Carter 

  

 



 -5- 

Exploring sexuality 
Last month I preached about on this subject, giving an introduction to what I hope will 
be an extended discussion about related issues.  On that occasion I said that 
sexuality is a subject often overlooked by the church and one on which the church 
has failed to give a clear and meaningful lead.  A part of this problem has been the 
attitude, adopted from Classical Greek thought, that body and spirit are separated – 
an idea St. Paul sought to refute.  However, when he came to talk about sexual 
behaviour he gave away his reluctance to completely reject Platonic philosophy.  
Remember Paul’s advice to the Corinthian church when he asserted that a man 
should be celibate, but if he cannot contain his sexual desire then he should marry?  
This same attitude can be seen in the Book of Common Prayer’s marriage rite:  

“Marriage… is an honourable estate… not to be enterprized, nor taken in hand, 
unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men’s carnal lusts and appetites, like brute 
beasts that have no understanding.”  

Matrimony was ordained, it says: for three reasons: for the “procreation of children, to 
be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord” and "for each other’s mutual 
assistance" – with which I couldn’t agree more.  The third reason given, however, is 
that marriage is “for a remedy against sin, and to avoid fornication; that such persons 
as have not the gift of continency might marry, and keep themselves undefiled 
members of Christ’s body.”  The implication here is that the sexual desire is itself 
something sinful or dirty!  We may have moved on from such a view but these 
expressions in our scripture and cherished ancient texts carry a weight – one that 
lives on in the consciousness of a nation that has been so influenced by the Christian 
tradition over the centuries.  

My point on that Sunday was a very simple one – that sexual feelings and desires are 
natural and a vital part of our humanity, as creations of a loving God.  Sexual 
behaviour, on the other hand is another matter, and it is completely appropriate that 
the church should continue to call for marriage to be held as the ideal context for 
sexual activity.  The problem lies in that, of course, the two – feelings and behaviour 
are linked.  If we tell people that sexual thinking is bad then, of course so also is 
sexual activity.  Yet marriage is given for the procreation of the human race – so that 
means that sex is sinful, yet necessary in certain conditions.  What sort of a warped 
message is that!  

What we need to say is that human sexuality is a very beautiful and natural part of 
who we are as special parts of God’s creation and that sexual appetite and desire 
needs to be acknowledged and not repressed.  The way we express these desires 
needs, however, to be very carefully thought about and sexual activity should ideally 
take place in a mutual, loving and committed relationship.  As such it is entirely 
appropriate that the church should continue to advocate marriage as the desirable 
context.  

Most of us have been brought up in an environment in which the church’s 
involvement has exuded, if not explicitly stated, this negative and repressive approach 
to human sexuality.  To turn this around the church may need to make clearer 
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statements about just what it does see as appropriate.  It is likely that an appropriate 
understanding of the body as a temple for God that honours the body and its 
associated impulses, without necessarily giving way to them, can assist people in 
their self worth and search for appropriate spiritual practise.  

In this discourse I have been careful to direct my comments to the issue of the 
church’s history of thought relating to the sinfulness of sexual desire.  I have limited 
my comments about sexual activity to recognising the church’s promotion of marriage 
as the appropriate forum for sex.  I have not, thus far, embarked upon a discussion 
about homosexuality, or indeed any other sexual activity outside marriage!  I was 
asked what were my intentions in talking about this subject and the answer is that I 
have been reading on the issue and was struck by the inadequacy of the church’s 
historic statements and teaching.  Let me reassure you there was no other objective.  
I am not for example, as one person feared, preparing you for some shocking 
announcement about the private life of Mr X, prominent church member!  I should be 
interested in your responses and see where this conversation leads us.  Perhaps you 
should like to comment on, for example, the Scottish Episcopal Church’s decision to 
accept Women Bishops, or the Episcopal Church in Canada that blessed the union of 
a gay couple?  

 Fr. David 

 
 

An Actor's Life! 
Back in the 1950s, one of the top film stars was Victor Mature, who starred in a 
large number of classic films including some with a biblical theme like the "Robe" 
(with Richard Burton), "Samson and Delilah", (in which the great Hedy Lamarr was 
manifestly too old to play Delilah), and "Demetrius and the Gladiators".   The film 
critics of the day gave Victor very poor reviews, perhaps because he was a screen 
rather than a stage actor.   There is quite a difference in the acting technique 
required, as I once saw Michael Caine explaining on Television.     

Latter day critics have been much kinder to Victor.   The noted critic David Quinlan 
recently wrote of him, "He was often capable of surprisingly subtle and sensitive 
performances, and generally had more acting talent than his harsher critics 
allowed".   At the height of his career, Victor applied to join the Beverley Hills Golf 
Club.   They responded by saying that their rules excluded actors from becoming 
members.   With some irony, Victor wrote back, "No one has ever accused me 

before of being an actor!" RHB 
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Where was I on 2
nd

 June 1953? 

My story starts a few weeks before (I was serving on board HMS Reggio, LST 3511, 
based on Malta) when the Mediterranean Fleet left Malta for the UK. The majority of 
the fleet turned left after leaving Grand Harbour, for the UK. 

Following them out 
were other units of the 
Med Fleet who turned 
right, heading for Port 
Said in Egypt. You can 
imagine the feelings of 
those on board those 
ships, especially when 
you realise that they 
were on a 2½ year 
com-mission. Four 
days  later we arrived 
at Port Said and went 
alongside Navy House 

Jetty for four to five weeks. 

On Coronation Day itself, HMS Ranpura (Depot Ship) had a serious fire in her boiler 
room and most of Reggio's ship's company were on standby as a relief fire party! Bill 
Sagrott 

 

 
 
 

JOHN PHILIP BLAKE 

"In Memoriam John Philip Blake MC [BA Cantab] Acting Captain 
Royal Marines Killed in Action while serving with the 43rd 
Commandos 2nd June 1944" 
So reads the inscription on the fine oak lectern in St Faith's Church, Havant. As a 
fellow Royal Marine I undertook some research into John Blake about his life locally, 
how he won his Military Cross and he met his untimely death. And very rewarding 
research it was too. 

John Blake was born in Portsmouth on 17 November 1917 above the surgery in 
High St, Portsmouth where his father was a dentist. The family later moved to what 
was then Wade Cottage in Wade Court Road, Havant where he, his two sisters and 
brother had an idyllic childhood. He went first to Emsworth House School and then, 
to Aldenham as a Scholar and finally Head Boy. From there he read Maths at St 
John's College, Cambridge and became a double Blue in Cricket and Hockey. In 
1939 he played 14 games for Hampshire County Cricket team, scoring over 1,000 
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runs, and also became a Maths master at Sherborne School. 

John Blake joined the Royal Marines in 1940 and took part in the abortive Dakar 
expedition. On return his battalion went through the arduous commando course at 
Achnacarry, in Scotland and converted into 43 Royal Marine Commando (450 men 
at full strength) arriving in North--Africa later in 1943. In January 1944 the 
commando landed against light opposition at Anzio 
in Italy, gained its objectives and was withdrawn to 
Naples. The US General in command then lost the 
initiative and, in Churchill's words" instead of flinging 
a wild cat ashore we were left with a stranded 
whale" when the Germans reacted with their usual 
efficiency. 43 Commando was recalled and with 9 
Army Commando given the task of capturing three 
peaks with bare, rocky, precipitous slopes to extend 
the bridgehead over the River Garigliano. After a 
long and exhausting night climb under mortar and 
machine gun fire Captain John Blake's D Troop 
seized Monte Ornito (2,400ft). For this fine 
achievement he was awarded the Military Cross for 
his bravery, leadership and navigational skills. 

After withstanding a German counterattack which 
came within grenade throwing range, 43 commando 
was withdrawn and ordered to the island of Vis in 
the Adriatic. The Germans had mounted a big offensive against Tito's partisans in 
Western Bosnia and Tito asked for a large scale operation on the Dalmation coast 
to distract them. It was decided to attack the island of Brac where the enemy was 
1,200 strong with mutually supporting strong points each sited on top of a hill South 
of the village of Nerezisca. A joint British/Partisan force was divided into four to 
tackle each of the objectives. The main force included 43 Commando. D Day was 2 
June. Unfortunately with radio problems causing confusion and half hearted moves 
by the partisans, 43 Commando attacked unsupported. Hard fighting ensued in 
which five officers including two Troop Commanders, one of whom was John Blake, 
were killed. Thus ended the life of a courageous leader and outstanding young 
Englishman who died in the service of his country. May we be reminded of his 
example when lessons are read from the Lectern which salutes his life and 
commemorates his name. PRT 
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From the Registers 
 
 

28th April 2003 - Funeral of Eric Norrell  

 

 

A SPECIAL INVITATION TO YOU! 
As part of the family of St. Faith’s you are invited to attend 

 

a special PARISH EUCHARIST on 

 

Sunday 13
th

 July at 9.30am 
 

Do make a special effort to come to worship, to listen and to  

discuss ways in which YOU could serve St. Faith’s. 
 

Brunch will be served in the Church Hall after the service. 
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From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

QUALITY ASSURED  

Your local member of the Funeral Standards Council 

CO-OPERATIVE 
Funeral Directors 

www.co-operativefuneraldirectors.co.uk  

224 Dunsbury Way, Havant 023 9248 4499 

THE FIRST AND ONLY FUNERAL COMPANY IN HAMPSHIRE 

RECOMMENDED BY HAMPSHIRE TRADING STANDARDS  

You may have already chosen which funeral director you intend your family to  

use when your time comes. But how will your family know who you wanted? 

What you wanted? Furthermore how will they pay for it? 

The answer is to get it all down on paper, using the Co-operative funeral 

planning service.  Called a Funeral ‘Bond’, this long established service 

provided by the Co-operative Funeral Directors is designed 

to give both you and your family peace of mind. 

Thank you to our printers, PRINTLINE 1A Brockhamton Lane, Havant, PO9 1LU 

Telephone: 023 9245 1150 for all your printing needs 

MEMORIAL STONE VALETING 

"Complete Care" 

 a specialised service to suit requirements 

 memorials cleaned with care and respect 

 seasonal silk/fresh flowers arranged 

 gardens tidied/planted  regular valeting undertaken 

 enquiries welcomed  free estimate, no VAT  

Tel: 023 9225 5137 or Mobile: 07836 662756 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care. 
Hampshire County Council Accredited 

 42 East Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1AQ 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

BATHS Your Guide to BIDETS 
JACUZZI Beautiful Bathrooms TOILETS 

B.J.K BATHROOMS 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE 

PLUMBING, HEATING, TILING, 

ELECTRICS 

FLOORING & FINE DETAIL 

WORK 

WALK IN BATHS & SHOWERS 

For a Friendly & 

Professional Service 

Call 

Barry & June Myall 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION 

ESTIMATING SERVICE 

INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 

60 DRAYTON LANE, DRAYTON, PORTSMOUTH PO6 1HG 

Tel: 023 9264 4216 or 023 9237 9814 

 

 

ROY'S ROVERS 

UNIT 20, THE TANNERIES, BROCKHAMPTON LANE, HAVANT 

SERVICING AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES 

MOTs ARRANGED, WORK CARRIED OUT 

ROVER ELECTRICAL TESTING AND FAULT FINDING 

BRITISH CLASSIC CAR REPAIRS ETC 

LIGHT BODY AND PAINT WORK CARRIED OUT 

FREE ROVER LOAN CAR TO YOUR DOOR 

Tel: 023 9248 0180  CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 
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St Faith’s July 2003 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22. A real bad change makes theologian 

a tragic lover (7) 
24. Swindle from America (4) 

Across 
 1. & 10. Priest, poet and hymnist, 

lauded my God and King (6,7) 
 4. Early fratricide victim (4) 
 9. Sounds a profit once more (5) 
10. See 1 across 
11. Me, a prig, making a witty saying? 

(7) 
12. For example, academic reveals 

heath in literary landscape of 
Wessex (5) 

13. Playwright, of St George's Day (11) 
17. Go quickly, maybe on two wheels 

(5) 
19. Hunt goddess sounds affected 

young lady (7) 
23. Bishop and saint founder of island 

monastery (5) 
25. Inebriated – could be punished (6) 

Down  
 1. Destruction of poetic paths of glory 

(5) 
 5. "and ----- eaten in secret is 

pleasant" (5) 
8. Immature sounding novelist (6) 

14. Holdall for troubles (6) 
16. Compositions, like those of Elia 

perhaps (6) 
20. Eat it – or drink it (5) 

  2. Prophet of downfall of Edom (7) 
  3. One beyond recovery (5) 
  6. Bell of misfortune (6) 

7. Deranged Mary had shot a famous 
writer (6,5)  

15. Fast month (7) 
18. Grand or comic on stage (5) 
21. Council of the wise and faithful – 

perhaps! (5) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editors by 15th July please! 
Answers to June 2003 Crossword 
Across: 1.Parma, 4.Purdah, 8.Noahsark, 9.Wind, 10.Lag,  11. Normally, 14.Starch, 16.Tailor, 
18.Idleness, 20.Wen, 21.Ring, 22.Biennial, 23.Mirage, 24.Leeds. 
Down: 1.Pangloss, 2.Rearguard, 3.Arsenic, 5.Unkempt, 6.Dowel, 7.Hinny, 12.Lilywhite, 
13.Wrinkles, 15.Handbag, 17.Arsenal, 18.Ilium, 19. Leger. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Angela Collyer, with 
other correct entries from Ann Slade, Ruth Tunks and Marion Simmons, two others 
(Mary Harfield and Pat Galliers) were correct apart from one clue, for which please 
see my editorial on page 17, for a comment by Sisyphus. 
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John Pounds and the Ragged School 
This title comes easy for me because as a schoolboy it was never simply John 
Pounds; it was always, "John Pounds and the Ragged School".   And yet, John 
Pounds had a life before the Ragged School.   He was born in Portsmouth in 1766 
and in 1778, at the age of 12, he entered the Dockyard as an apprentice shipwright, 
following in the footsteps of his father who was already working there as a 
carpenter.   At the age of 15, he met with an appalling accident, falling into a dry 
dock and breaking his thigh.  There was no Health and Safety in those days and no 
compensation for a 15 year old who was now a cripple for life. 

He was no longer fit for employment in the dockyard and became a cobbler, working 
the next 15 years in a little wooden workshop, with a living room above, in Highbury 
Street, just off the High Street in Old Portsmouth, as we know it now.   In 1796, he 
adopted his one year old nephew who had been born a cripple.   Astonishingly, John 
cured his lameness by making the child surgical boots of his own design.   More 
than this he taught the infant reading and writing, and Botany.   He also gave the 
child religious instruction.    

Realising that he had a gift for teaching, he decided to teach the idle and poor 
children in his district.   He attracted them to his workshop with hot potatoes and 
roasted apples.   Apart from reading and writing, he taught them to cook simple 
foods and to repair their own shoes.   He also sent them to Sunday School.   He 
assembled a supply of suitable clothes, into which the children changed before 
going to the Sunday School.   On their return, they changed back into their own 
clothes.   He treated their minor ailments, made bats and shuttlecocks for their 
games, took them on outings to Portsdown Hill and did so much to give the children 
a fine start in life. 

His great supporter was the High Street Unitarian Church, or more properly its 
Minister, Dr Russell Scott, who gave reading books and spiritual guidance to the 
children.   John Pounds died in 1839 at the age of 73 after a lifetime of wonderful 
achievement.   His Ragged School inspired many more around the country, even as 
far afield as Edinburgh.   When you next go to the High Street in Old Portsmouth, 
have a look at the John Pounds Memorial Church and give thanks for a kindly and 
remarkable man.   In 1844, five years after the death of John Pounds, the "Ragged 
School Union" came into being and twelve years later, the first Free Ragged School 
opened in St George's Square.  Oh, I almost forgot, the "Old Benny".   To hear how 
the first Free Ragged School fared and to discover who or what was "Old Benny", 
you must read next month's "Faith Matters". Roger Bryant  
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Are you a crack pot? 
A water bearer in China had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole which 
he carried across his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, while the other pot was 
perfect and always delivered a full portion of water. At the end of the long walk from 
the stream to the house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. For a full two years 
this went on daily, with the bearer delivering only one and a half pots full of water to 
his house. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect for 
which it was made. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, 
and miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of what it had been made to 
do. After 2 years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water 
bearer one day by the stream. "I am ashamed of myself, and because this crack in 
my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house." The bearer said 
to the pot, "Did you notice that there were flowers only on your side of the path, but 
not on the other pot's side? That's because I have always known about your flaw, 
and I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk 
back, you've watered them. For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful 
flowers to decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, there would 
not be this beauty to grace the house" Moral: Each of us has our own unique flaws. 
We're all cracked pots. But it's the cracks and flaws we each have that make our 
lives together so very interesting and rewarding. You've just got to take each person 
for what they are, and look for the good in them.  Blessings to all our crackpot 
friends!!!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Giving the Church a 

good spring clean 

before Easter this year! 
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Cycling is good for your health (and for st faith’s) 
 
Every year the Historic Churches Trust holds a bike ride to raise funds which go 
towards supporting historic churches.  The money which each rider raises in 
sponsorship is divided between the rider’s church and the general fund of the Trust.  
In the past St Faith’s has benefited from this general fund. 
 
Last year three families from our Church took part. The Mockford family, including 
Daniel, cycled over to Hayling, The Gibbons family took in the Leigh Park Churches 
and Bedhampton before heading to Hayling and I somehow lost my husband who 
went cycling on to Harting while I went to Emsworth and Warblington.  The idea is to 
‘collect ‘ churches and it is great fun.  Many churches are open and have 
refreshments  for thirsty cyclists which is very welcome. 
 
Do join us this year on Saturday 13 September.  The more people who take part, 
the more St Faith’s will benefit – and think how good the exercise will be for you!  
Audrey Currie mentioned in the May magazine that she will have the sponsor forms 
later on in the summer so let’s get practising during the next few months. 
 
If you can’t join us perhaps you would consider sponsoring?   
 
Another thought – it is very good to be met at the churches when we call in so 
maybe this year some of us could be on a  welcoming group rota? 
 
Please see Audrey Currie for further details. Hilary Deadman 
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Word Search – Holidays 
It’s that time of year when people go on holiday – some have been and returned 
already!  Can you find the words associated with holidays in the grid below?  Words 
may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  
Where a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. Colin Carter 
 
 

AIRPORT COACH MOTEL 

APARTMENT CRUISE PASSPORT 

BEACH CURRENCY RESERVATION 

BOOKING FERRY RESORT 

BROCHURE FLIGHT RESTAURANT 

CABARET HOTEL SEA 

CAMPSITE INSURANCE SUN/GLASSES 

CARAVAN LUGGAGE TICKETS 

CHALET MAP VILLA 

 
 
 

A I R N L M O T N A V A R A C 

P L E T O H Y R R E F L I T U 

A U T H G I L F C O A C C N R 

S T E K C I T U L A P R E A R 

R B E A C H C A O C U R P R E 

A L L I V A H O V I N A I U N 

S S A P B E A C S R R E S A C 

R A P A R E L E U T E E E T Y 

L F R S O K E E M N U S I S G 

E E E S C C T E G Y V C E E N 

T R S P H I N V I A R I N R I 

O R O O U T H O I E G R L N K 

M E R R R S E S S A L G E L O 

A A T T E T I S P M A C U F O 

L U P A E C N A R U S N I L B 

 



 -17- 

 

From the Editors 

My thanks to Jan for putting together this month’s magazine - I haven’t given him 
any help at all as Beryl and I have been enjoying ourselves in Portugal.  It’s the 10th 
time we have visited the Algarve, so we must like it!  The place we always go to is in 
a quiet country area with 11 apartments, just a few miles from the most beautiful 
beaches with plenty of good restaurants nearby.  It has a swimming pool, is kept 
spotlessly clean and is for adults only – we love our grand children, but it’s nice to 
get away from them at times! The Portuguese are very friendly and we have got to 
know some of them very well.  It is a great place to relax, with plenty of good food 
and wine.  Should you feel energetic there are some lovely places to visit in the 
Algarve, one such place being Tavira, the oldest and most picturesque town with 
over 20 churches.  Although we had a super holiday, we were sorry to have missed 
the Flower Festival as judging by the photographs I have seen, the church looked 
absolutely marvellous and the flower arrangements were superb. 

Colin Carter 
As Colin says, the Flower Festival was really beautiful – and even included a water 

feature! I hope that some of the 
photographs can be printed in next 
month's magazine. For Carmen and I, 
our weekend was filled with the 
wedding of our daughter, Armineh, to 
her fiancé Levon. The picture on the left 
is the beautiful display at the Festival, 
that was dedicated to their wedding. On 
Friday we found a brief moment to 
show Levon's parents around the 
Church and the Festival, together with 
other friends and relatives who were in 

Havant for the wedding. They all thought 
the Festival was magnificent and they also 
enjoyed the Sunday Club's corner, which is 
shown on the right. 

If you'd like to see more flowers, 

check with Sandra for our outing to 

Wisley on Saturday 26
th

 July! 

 Jan Stuart 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 
Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Dr Colin Warlow  (Churchwarden)  Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Pam Bowley (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant    (Hon. Secretary) 

Dr Chris Churcher-Brown  Mrs Ann Plater Miss Peggy Sparks 

Mrs Carmen Stuart Mr Robert Wilson   

Deanery Synod Representatives: Prof Jan Stuart & Mrs Shirley Caunter 
St. Faith's PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent in promoting 
in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, 
social and ecumenical.  It also has responsibility for the Church and Church Hall of St. 
Faith's, St. Nicholas Chapel, Christ Church Centre and bungalow, Church House, 
Coach House, Nos. 1 & 2 Churchfields and via the Church Institute, Nos. 2 & 4 North 
Street.  The PCC operates through a number of committees that meet between full 
meetings of the PCC. 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members:  Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary. 

Finance Committee oversees the general financial affairs of St. Faith's by monitoring 
income and expenditure, budgeting and co-ordinating the annual review of the 

Christian Stewardship of money through planned giving.  Members: Standing 

Committee, Alan Hakim (co-opted). 

Building Committee attends to all matters relating to the use and maintenance of 

parish buildings other than St. Faith’s church.  Members: Jan Stuart, Sandra 

Haggan, Ann Plater, Peggy Sparks, Lisa Roonan (co-opted). 

Fabric Committee attends to all matters relating to the fabric of St. Faith's Church, 

including the organ.  Members:  Chris Churcher-Brown, Carmen Stuart, Colin 

Warlow, Robert Wilson, Peter Appleby (co-opted Secretary), Derek Freeston (co-
opted Treasurer). 

Restoration Appeal Committee.  Members: Ivan Morley, Ann Buckley, Sara 

Freeston, Sandra Haggan, June Morley, Ann Plater, Roger Simmons, Paul 

Utting. 

 

Parish Office: - Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE. 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Office Open:- Monday & Friday 9am - 12 noon 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vickie Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs J Williams 023 9234 3020 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs J Morley  (Office) 023 9249 2129 
  (Home) 023 9248 2430 

Churchwardens Dr C Warlow 023 9247 5447 
 Mrs S Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr R Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs P Bowley 023 9248 3524 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr E Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs A Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs F Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr A Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs B Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs E Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs S Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs H Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Flowers for High Altar Mrs R Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss P Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs E A Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs S Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Confessions, Baptisms and Marriages Contact the Rector 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick    Please notify the Rector, any member of 
the PCC or Parish Office Administrator 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editors Colin Carter  (Email: colin@stfaith.com)   023 9248 6739 

  Jan Stuart  (Email: jan@stfaith.com)  023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mr P Appleby  023 
9247 8499 
 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’ Parish Office, Church 

House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 
 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY III 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 
 9.15am Childrens’s Sunday Club in Church House  

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 13th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY IV 9.15am Childrens’s Sunday Club in Church House  

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 11.00am Brunch in Church Hall to launch Stewardship 

Campaign 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 20th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY V 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST and  Baptism of Lily 
Hopkins 

 3.00pm Animal Service and  picnic in Leigh Park 
Gardens 

 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 27th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY VI 9.15am Children’s Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 3rd  August 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY VII 8.00am Eucharist at St Nicholas, Langstone 
 9.15am Children’s Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday & Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 

Tuesday & Friday 9.00am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 
board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site. 


