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From the Curate 

Here at 1 Churchfields there is a great feeling of excitement in the air as we prepare 
for the birth of our first child in February; and part of that excitement is in the fun of 
planning.  There is the excitement of 'test-driving' prams to see which is the most 
suited to our way of life; of considering which cot and furniture would be best in the 
nursery; and of trying to decide on clothes when we have no idea of the baby's 
gender or size until it is born. 

While the practical side is a lot of fun, probably the best bit is in the anticipation of 
the baby's arrival.  We are looking forward to the new experience of parenthood; the 
way that life will inevitably change to include a new member of the family and the 
new responsibilities of this vulnerable being in our midst.  Added to that are the 
hopes and dreams that we have for the baby's future - the possibilities within new 
life - and being part of them, whatever they may be.  Watching our baby grow, 
develop, discover is the most wonderful thing imaginable, pointing always to the 
wonderful and inevitable question that governs our beings individually and 
corporately - what does the future hold? 

 It is in this time of Advent that we all have that tingle of anticipation as we begin our 
preparations for Christmas.  These preparations will be fundamentally two-fold: of 
course, they will include presents and cards, decorations and Christmas trees, as 
well as food and drink as families and loved ones join together.  While this is all 
great fun, it must be seen in the context of another preparation: that of the coming 
of Christ.  In the Nativity we see the supreme love of God in the giving of His only 
Son to the World.  We also see the nature of God in the humility of the birth; Christ 
is not born in a palace but in the reality of human lives, He is truly Immanuel 'God-
with-us'.  The true nature of God shines forth in this simple event and its beauty 
should never be overlooked in the materialism of the world at Christmas. 

Our preparations are filled with anticipation, whether it is through the lighting of the 
Advent Candles at the Eucharist or by opening a door on an Advent Calendar.  By 
this we are anticipating the coming of the big day as we move closer and closer to 
it.  The German theologian, Wolfhart Pannenberg, once wrote about how 
anticipating something is almost as important as the actual event that is being 
anticipated.  Put another way, would the whole experience of Christmas be quite as 
exciting without all the preparation before it - would that mysterious present be quite 
so exciting if we did not have to wait for it. This is what we find with Advent, the 
excitement of anticipation as we await the Nativity and the coming year.  Where will 
Christ lead us and what will he show us as we continue on the pilgrimage of faith 
that we call life?  

Whatever and wherever it may be let me conclude with every blessing for a holy and 
peaceful Advent and Christmas from Annie and me.  Fr Charles
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About The Parish   

"Behold, there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem, saying where is he that is 
born King of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East."  We sing, "We three 
kings of Orient are", but almost certainly the Magi were not kings otherwise their story 
would have been recorded somewhere in history.  The story of the Magi only appears 
in the Gospel of Matthew and he does not tell us there were three.  There is no doubt 
that the Magi were wise men and almost certainly astrologers.  But from where in the 
east did they come?  In the east, there were two satellite states acting as a buffer 
between the Parthian Empire and the Roman Empire; these were Commagene and 
Orshoene.  The former had its own sky religion based on a fusion of Greek, Persian 
and Egyptian ideas and most commentators are now of the opinion that the Magi 
came from Commagene. 

Leaving the Magi aside, what about the Star of Bethlehem?  Modern astronomers are 
able to construct a horoscope for any day over the last 10,000 years which means 
that they are able to chart the position of stars and planets with great accuracy.  As 
we know, although we celebrate the birth of Christ on 25 December this was not the 
actual date of His birth.  It was simply the day chosen by the early Church, which had 
previously celebrated just the Baptism of Christ on 6 January.  In the year 7BC, there 
occurred a very rare event when the two largest planets in the solar system, Jupiter 
and Saturn, came together, so that their light was doubled and indistinguishable, one 
from the other.  This phenomenon was present throughout the summer of 7BC.  On 
29 July that year, Sirius rose and was visible for a few minutes before the Sun, which 
rose in conjunction with Regulus, the red giant star in Leo.  The 29 July 7BC fits all 
the criteria of the birth of Jesus, including the position of heavenly bodies.  This could 
mean that Jesus was born under the sign of Leo - the Lion in the Sky.  In the Book of 
Revelations, Jesus is described as "the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David".  
Astrologers in Commagene would have been greatly excited at the phenomenon in 
the sky because the 29 July was the official Royal Birthday of Commagene.   Seeing 
the two planets, Jupiter and Saturn, in conjuncture on this day would have been a 
sign to the Magi of the birth of a Messiah.  They would be aware from contact with the 
large Jewish community in the east that the royal house in Judah was ruled by Leo 
and was expecting a Messiah of the House of David.   The Magi set off for Jerusalem 
to seek out the expected royal birth; so not surprisingly they went first to the Court of 
King Herod for information but no royal births were expected.  In all probability they 
then went to the Temple where the high priests and elders would have told them of 
the prophecy that the Messiah, a scion of the House of David, would be born in 
Bethlehem, just five miles from Jerusalem.  We know the wondrous outcome of their 
journey to the Manger.  Do have a lovely Christmas and share with the Magi the 
excitement of that Royal Birth. Roger Bryant 
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PCC Meeting 15 November 

Sandra Haggan had completed a document of measures to be undertaken to improve 
access to our buildings for the disabled.  Separate Order of Service booklets would 
be produced for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time; 
each cover in a suitable colour; the language to be contemporary but the existing 
Lord's Prayer and Creed to remain unchanged; and the Mass settings to be changed 
with the season and included in the Order of Service Booklets.  The Bishop would be 
asked to license Claire Strugnell as a Lay Assistant. 

From 1 January, the "Quickbooks" computer system would be used for our accounts; 
this being the system used by our auditors/examiners, Morris Crocker.   Appreciation 
was expressed to Colin Carter for his work in originally computerising the accounts 
with "Cashcall" and to Sue Casey for generously donating "Quickbooks" at no cost to 
the Parish.  The meeting approved our budget for 2005 based on our expected 
income.  Extra Parochial Giving was approved for 2004.  Tenders would go out at a 
future date for the rewiring of the church and a new lighting system.  

PCC Meeting 31 October 

This was a short meeting at which a Hiring Agreement with "Talking News" was 
approved for them to use the Minor Hall of Church House for the production of 
recorded tapes for people with impaired vision.  They produce 300 recorded tapes 
every fortnight and a Quarterly Magazine tape.  The Church is pleased to provide 
"Talking News" with facilities for their excellent and valued work for the community. 

Buildings Management Committee Meeting 21 October 

Some windows in the Minor Hall of Church House had been repaired and work done 
around the chimney, replacing lead flashings and repairing chimney pots.   The 
heating system in the Church Hall had been serviced and the floor sanded and 
varnished under the direction of Lisa Roonan, the cost being met from funds raised 
by the Sunday Club.   The lower parts of the walls were being repainted.    Much 
remedial work was required on the flat roof above the toilets and various options for 
asphalting were being considered. 

A comprehensive schedule of work on the toilet and choir vestry in Church had been 
prepared by Anne Buckley including a new toilet suite, new tiling, replacement of toilet 
floor, replacement of lead pipework with copper, provision of a kitchen unit with a 
water heater, new cupboards etc.  Specifications would go before the PCC.  An 
anonymous donor would make a generous contribution towards the cost.  Details of a 
proposed new lighting system would soon be received.  A quote had been accepted 
for the decoration of St Nicholas Chapel in the New Year.   
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Contemporary Language Services (1) 

Contemporary language is a phrase, which slips easily off the tongue – but what 
does it mean?  Britain has many varieties of language, each variety contemporary in 
its time, custom and environment; and as Britain becomes more enriched by diverse 
ethnic groups so the varieties will increase. 

Words, phrases, can have truth, beauty and resonance which endure through time.  
The liturgical ritual of the Church common to all, enhances the sense of value of 
belonging to a community.  The congregation separated by age, income, dress and 
background, comes together and becomes one body in common worship. 

Much thought and consideration are required before the introduction of 
“contemporary language” – lest the gold be discarded for the dross. 

John Bradey 

 

 

Contemporary Language Services (2) 

Ah see our Curate, David, is arguing that we mun drop the Thees and Thous in 
church because “no-one speaks that way today”.  Well, ‘ere in “’appy ‘Ampshire” 
they do speak posh with yous and yours but down in Cornwall they do say “’ow are 
‘ee me ‘ansome?” or “Where ‘ave ‘ee been?”  And up in Yorkshire the story goes of 
someone from the south asking a dog to “Sit down” but he was told it wouldn’t 
understand him.  “Nay lad, tha must say ‘Sit thee down’ – it’s a Yorkshire terrier”. 

So maybe Hampshire folk will understand it better if we change it but for missen I 
reckon a bit of “Thee” and “Thou” with capital letters shows a greater respect for 
t’Almighty. A Yorkshire Tyke(ess) 

 

 

Contemporary Language Services (3) 

"I / We" debate in The Creed.  When we go to church we go as the Body of Christ, 
i.e., we worship together, not in isolation.  As I see it, it is important that when we 
say the Creed we say, "We believe in one God" rather than "I".  It is the faith of the 
Church, and therefore appropriate to use even in our little corner at home.  After all, 
when we pray the Lord's prayer, we say "Our Father", not "My Father".  
Furthermore, I will be pleased when everyone around me stops saying "for us men 
and for our salvation" - it makes better sense to leave out the word "men" 
altogether. Sybel Laird 
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Christmas Greetings 

 

Pam and Derek Bowley send their very best wishes to all our friends at St. Faith’s 
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Beryl and Colin Carter would like to wish all their friends at St. Faith’s and St. 
Nicholas a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Vicki & family 

 

Happy Christmas to all at St. Faith’s from Val Rose 

 

Sheila and Colin Warlow send their festive greetings for Christmas and the New 
Year to all our friends at St. Faith’s, wishing all a peaceful and happy time. 

 

To all at St. Faiths wishing you a very Happy Christmas with love and best wishes 
from Sandra Haggan xxx 

 
To all at St. Faiths wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year best 
wishes from Valentine Searle. 

 
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from Joy and Paul Utting 
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Christmas in Japan 

In Japan a 25-year old single woman is called a 'Christmas cake'.  Why? Because it 
is past the 25th and she is still on the shelf!  

All Japanese know about Christmas.  From early November the department stores 
will be playing Jingle Bells or maybe even Silent Night and parents will be buying 
presents for their hopeful children.  Christmas trees will appear in shopping malls.  
Christmas lights decorate the town centres and restaurants offer Christmas menus 
for romantic couples.  Later on a life-sized model of Colonel Sanders outside 
Kentucky Fried Chicken will appear dressed up as Father Christmas, and there will 
be Christmas wreaths on most front doors. 

One of the unexpected things for the visitor to Japan is that Christmas is celebrated 
at all.  Japan is a country where Christians have always been very few and up to 
150 years ago Christianity was banned on pain of death. 

It is all part of Japan's love affair with the West. Christmas is a cheerful, child-
orientated, present-giving festival in contrast to some of the more somber traditional 
festivals.  Perhaps that is why it is also trendy to use English in company 
advertisements and 70% of all weddings are Christian-style. 

Churches try to use the opportunity to tell the real meaning of Christmas.  We will 
have concerts, Christmas parties and nativity plays followed by special services.  
We tell the story of the birth of the Son of God and how he came to save us from 
our sins.  But we don't have much time because by the 26th all Christmas 
decorations are taken down and the whole country prepares itself for New Year, a 
time when all businesses (even shops) close, children return to their parental 
homes and families visit their ancestral graves. 

We also don't have much time because out of 125 million in Japan only 0.4% are 
Christians and 3,400 people a day die without Christ.  What about you?  Do you 
believe in Jesus yet?  You don't want to be left on the shelf! 

Rod and Glenda Thomas 

 

Christmas Time 

God bless the little things this Christmastide 

All the little wild things that live outside. 

Little rabbits and bright robins in the snow 

Give them good faring and a warm place to go. 

All little young things for his sake.  Who died. 

Who was a little thing at Christmastide. 

Jennifer M Trodd (nee Abbott) 
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Making Plans – How Far Have We Come?   

A review of ways in which St Faith’s is working towards providing a plan of its 
Mission and identity as part of the church in Havant 

Thanks.  The Restoration Appeal was first established to raise funds for the repair 
of the church’s masonry and Tower roof.  Since then the Restoration Appeal 
Committee has been highly successful in generating income for the church through 
a variety of innovative and engaging community means.  They have made a great 
contribution to the life of the church and community through their meetings and 
events as well as through the raising of money.  They are to be warmly 
congratulated and thanked for their efforts. 

Background.  When the first works on the tower and masonry was completed 
successfully the next question was “for what do we raise funds now?”  The answer 
was that we needed to raise funds generally in order to provide for the plans, which 
will come out of the Vision (and subsequently Vision to Mission) project.  The 
intention of these plans is to define the focus and identity of St Faith’s with St 
Nicholas, and so in turn define the mission of the church.  Consequently this would 
then determine the needs for the resources at our disposal, especially our buildings.  
We would then know how to transform them in to the functional suite of buildings 
required. 

The problem for the last year and a half has been “what do we do while these plans 
are being made” and to some degree the problem still exists because the plans are 
still some 4-6 months from finality.  There is a tension between, on the one hand, 
keeping wanting to raise funds for any development we may define and on the other 
identifying a more tangible target to hold up before the public.  The recent 
compromise has been to raise funds for lighting, as a clear means of progress, but 
even with this there are potential problems: what happens if we improve the lighting 
then find we’ve decided to alter the church in a way that means the lighting needs re 
doing? 

Fund raising needs a clearly defined target and at the moment we don’t have one, 
but in six months we will.  How do we provide clarity for the Restoration Appeal 
Committee and for the public to whom we are appealing for help?  In order to 
answer this let us look at what is going on. 

Worship Group.  This group has been charged with the task of reviewing the use of 
space in the church.  You will remember the Family Service held in the hall in June, 
which demonstrated the benefits of flexibility of furniture and space.  In order to 
answer the question: how do we best order our furniture to maximise the potential of 
this glorious church we have revisited some basic principles, such as what is church 
for: temple or tent/fortress or pilgrim people?  In addition we have visited other 
churches that have undergone transformation to see how they have provided for the 
needs of the worshipping community and the greater community of which the 
church is a part (and so exploring the possibility that worship takes many and varied 
forms). 
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To further its work the Worship group is putting together a Specification of Works, 
which lists all the requirements we have of our Church building.  This will include 
worship needs for the congregations of the church, facilities for the different 
activities that can, and could, take place (e.g., Concerts, Flower Arrangers, Choir, 
Sunday Club), improvements to facilities, improvement to décor, lighting, sound etc.  
It will also suggest the possibility of an extension that can include Parish Office, café 
facilities and, most dramatically, the re-ordering of the churchyard to the north and 
west of the church to improve accessibility and further enhance the church as part 
of the community. 

The Worship Group will feed their report to the Property Development Group (PDG), 
by January 2005. 

Property Development Group (PDG).  This group is looking at all our buildings, 
especially the possible development of the ground to the north of the Churchfields 
houses, which are occupied by the Curate and Verger and their families.  In addition 
they are exploring the way in which the Hall, House and Coach House can be 
improved and utilised for the mission of the church and benefit of the community. 

To aid with their work they are involved in the research phase of the Diocesan wide 
activity, Kairos.  We have concluded the internal audit of our people and buildings 
and are now busy engaging with the community to find out just what are the needs 
of our community to which we can respond?  Their report will be finished in January 
2005 and they will give a written and verbal account of their findings. 

They will then be involved with the amalgamation of their findings with the Worship 
group, to provide a complete and coherent plan for the church, which will go to the 
PCC for approval.  This will then identify the ways in which we want to focus as a 
church and how to use our buildings to accommodate that mission.  We can then 
plan how to phase these plans and to fund raise accordingly. 

In the mean time.  I propose that we raise funds with a broader definition, but give 
ourselves the flexibility of defining the target for each fund raising activity.  As such I 
recommend the adoption, from January, of the name “Restoration and 
Redevelopment” Appeal.  The Restoration Bank Account would be closed and a 
new one opened and the committee renamed accordingly.  This gives us the benefit 
of flexibility but still retaining a focus.  As the name and intention is broad we can 
make the fund ‘restricted’, so that it is clear that the money is not being used for day 
to day running or other causes.  They would always have to be for restoration and 
redevelopment, but we might change our focus and, for example, paint the church 
rather than re-roof it.   

Therefore for each fund-raising activity we can define the target to fit the intention.  
For example a first target might be the repair of the Church Hall roof.  More 
importantly we can work together on defining the priority as it comes. 

In effect, then the Committee and Appeal are not changed except in intention – 
raising funds for the whole of the St Faith’s complex, rather than just the restoring of 
the fabric of St Faith’s and St Nicholas’s churches. David 
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Magic Circle – 29 October 

At the suggestion of Joan Burrows, Susan 
Gibbons and the Sunday Club Leaders 
arranged for the Portsmouth & District Magic 
Circle to put on a show in the Church Hall on 
Friday 29 October.  The show, which was 
attended by 120 adults and children was 
very entertaining and left the audience 
wondering just how the magicians did their 
tricks.   

Thank you to Susan and the Sunday Club 
Leaders for organising a most enjoyable 

evening, which raised £500 to be shared 50/50 with the Magic Circle’s charity, the 
Wessex Children’s Hospice and with the Sunday Club. 

(Can you recognise the four parishioners assisting with the tricks? – sorry no 
prizes!) 

Animal Magic Concert – 13 November 

Seven Junior Choir children, (pictured) 
assisted by five Senior Choir adults, and 
Margaret Stainsby, the sister of our 
organist, Judith Williams, showed their 
talents in singing songs, playing the 
violin and piano, and reading amusing 
verses, all about animals, including the 
hippopotamus, hamster, gnu, rhinoceros, 
elephant, cat, and many more.  Around 
50 adults and children came to support 
the concert at St. Faith’s Church on a 
cold Saturday night, which was in aid of 
raising money for robes for the Senior 
Choir.  It was a most enjoyable and well-planned evening.  St. Faith’s is very 
fortunate in having an organist who is so dedicated in her work as choirmaster. 
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A Jew from Tarsus! 

This is how Saul introduced himself in the Temple of Jerusalem.  He was born in 
Tarsus, now in Turkey, about 5 BC into a family of tent-makers and this became his 
own trade.  The city belonged to the Romans and this conferred on him from birth 
Roman Imperial citizenship, which also gave him the Roman name of Paul, although 
Saul remained his family name.  He was a circumcised Jew and a most gifted 
scholar, who could speak both Greek and Aramaic.   As a Jew, he strictly observed 
the Law of Moses and applied the dietary requirements of it.    

He attended the University of Tarsus for four years, leaving about AD 15, when he 
would have been about 19 or 20 years old.  His aim was to immerse himself in the 
Jewish world and this meant going to Jerusalem, where he had a sister and nephew.   
He set off with a group of Jewish pilgrims from Cilicia and the journey of some 500 
miles would have taken some six weeks.  Soon after arriving in Jerusalem, Saul 
became a Pharisee.  Almost certainly, his education would have fitted him to be 
ordained a rabbi but modern experts consider that this did not happen because he 
was of the tribe of Benjamin.  The priesthood was hereditary for those born into the 
tribe of Levi.   Denied the priesthood, the Pharisees offered Saul another option; the 
chance to play an active part in the reform of Judaism.  This was the agenda of the 
Pharisees; to use political means to change the Church and to demand complete 
observance with the oral and written word of the (Jewish) Law. 

Saul enjoyed the intellectual vigour of the movement, which clashed with other 
elements of the Jewish Church, and, of course, the New Faith (of Christianity) where 
the brother of Jesus - James - was a dominant leader.   In looking at this time, it is 
important to remember that many of the followers of Jesus still considered 
themselves Jews and still worshipped at the synagogue.  Did Saul meet Jesus?  
There is no hint in the Letters of Paul or in Luke's account of any contact with Jesus.  
It is unlikely that a Pharisee would have been interested in a preacher from Galilee, 
who did not have qualifications to teach and who considered himself the Messiah.    

How did Saul maintain himself for the 20 years before becoming a Christian?   Later 
in his ministry, he earned money as a tent-maker but not in Jerusalem.   As a Jew, he 
would have been expected to have married at the age of 18, certainly by 20 at the 
latest.  (I would have just made it but not Joy!)  Marriage would have brought him a 
dowry and would have been in keeping with his strict observance of the Law.   
Certainly, he did not have a wife when he wrote the First Letter to the Corinthians, so 
the possibility is that he was a widower at the start of his ministry.     

Jesus was crucified about AD 30 and some three years later; Saul set out for 
Damascus on the fateful journey, which was to lead to his conversion.  But why 
Damascus?  Experts consider that the most likely answer is that Saul was returning to 
Tarsus to visit his family.  Travel was very dangerous and Saul would not have 
travelled alone.   Instead, he would have joined a caravan in Damascus to cross 
Syria.    

The arduous journey to Damascus would have taken him through the scorching heat 
of the Jordan Valley, up to the Heights of Golan and finally into the fertile plain of the 
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Hauran.  At some point on this plain, as he approached the distant gates of 
Damascus, a bright light transfixed Saul.  A voice said, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?"  To the entreaty, "Who are you, Lord?” the voice responded, "I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting; but rise and enter the city and you will be told what 
you are to do."  Saul opened his eyes but his sight had gone.    

Like Saul, his companions had heard the voice but had seen no one.   Luke tells us 
that they took Saul into Damascus to lodge with an innkeeper named Judas in a 
street called Straight.  (The street name may have been a joke by Luke because 
Damascas was built on a grid system, so every street was straight!)    After three 
days, Ananias was sent by God to restore Saul's sight.  He was then baptised; at 
which point he decided to use his Roman name Paul, which we shall use for the 
remainder of this narrative.    He now set about learning and preaching Christianity 
but Paul's ministry had an early setback when he choose to go into Arabia (modern 
Saudi Arabia) to preach to the Gentiles.  Paul met great hostility from both the people 
and the authorities.   It was a chastening experience and he returned to Damascas in 
a matter of weeks. 

Paul spent some three years in Damascas, learning all he could about Jesus and the 
New Faith.  He was an active and effective preacher who gained great prominence 
with both the people and authorities in Damascas.  Almost certainly he maintained 
himself by plying his trade as a tent-maker and would have done much trade with the 
travellers who came through the city.  Quite apart from the enemies he made in 
Arabia, he had many more in the very large Jewish community in Damascas.  Times 
were becoming very dangerous for him, with rumours of plots to kill him.  He also 
learnt that the new Governor intended to arrest him.  It was time to leave, so he made 
his famous escape in a basket lowered from the city wall.  Paul made his way back to 
Jerusalem, where we join him next month.  He was never to return to Damascas.   
 Roger Bryant 

The Bishop's Foundation Course 

There is to be a course in January to help Christians to grow more confident as 
followers of Christ.  It is for one evening a week for two terms, totalling 24 sessions, 
and will be held in Greatham Church Hall.  It starts at 7.00pm (until 9.00pm) on 
Wednesday 12 January and costs £20 per term.  Full details can be obtained from Liz 
Hodson, Education Office, Cathedral House, St Thomas's Street, Portsmouth PO1 
2HA (Tel 023 9282 2053). 
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Havant Toy Appeal 

For nearly 20 years I have been happy to help maintain the tradition of a Toy 
Service for Havant. 

Set up by Father Brown, when he first arrived, I became involved when I was 
Chairman of the local Chamber of Commerce.  Many businesses in the town were 
making good money out of Christmas and this seemed an appropriate pay back.  
Since then the business community has continued to be extremely generous, so too 
have our Parishioners.  The toys are sorted and are delivered to many areas of local 
need.  This includes the QA & St Richard’s Hospitals, the NSPCC and into Social 
Services Homes.  After placing everything we can locally, any surplus is welcomed 
by Father Owen Beament in Deptford, London.   

The appeal is low key and generally looks after itself.  However to some extent I 
have created a rod for my own back, by keeping it a committee of 2 (Derek Brown & 
myself).  Should I not be available one year to co-ordinate the activity I would be 
putting quite a commitment on the other committee member!   

Is anyone interested in maintaining this useful appeal, for future generations?   

Please let me know if you are, on 023 9247 6236. Best wishes,  Kevin Edwards  

(The next Toy Service is at 9.30am on Sunday 5 December) 

 

 

 

A Havant Anthology 

The Creative Writing Group was inspired to write a series of stories and poems after 
visiting the flower festival in St Faith’s Church.  We are delighted that these have 
now been produced in a book due to be published at the beginning of December. 

Would anyone like to join us?  Moira Clark, a published author and poet, is our tutor 
and we meet in each other’s homes every Monday morning.  We have great fun 
with our writing and there are some very lively discussions.  We would welcome new 
members. 

Do have a look at our new book too.  It will cost £5 and would make a lovely 
present!  I would be pleased to answer any queries and show you our work.    

Hilary Deadman 
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Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 

 DIAMOND PLANTS AND GARDEN SERVICES 
    Paul and Kelly Diamond 
  Do you need a gardener but have a fear of an unknown man on your premises? 
  As a Husband and Wife team working together we hope to alleviate that worry 

 Hedge trimming  Makeovers  Plant supplies  Fencing 

 Garden designs  Tidy-ups  Planting   Tree Lopping 

 Patio’s and Paths Lawn mowing Jungles cleared 
 

Tel/Fax: 01243 775419  Mobile: 07736 458609/07745 543091 

 

THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding receptions 
as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage Restaurant 
offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally produced, fresh 
ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat uniquely the Hotel has a  
wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines direct to the public. 
Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings are held throughout 
the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
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From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

B GROVES 
Brickwork & Plastering 

for 

 
all your home and garden improvements 

 

Tel: 023 9234 7326 
Mobile: 07752 679060 

Thank you to our printers, MERCURY GRAPHICS 1A Brockhampton Lane, HAVANT 

Telephone: 023 9249 9162 for all your printing needs 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care. 
Hampshire County Council Accredited 

 42 East Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1AQ 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 

 

 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 3473 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

CARPET trends LTD
 

SPECIALISTS IN CARPETS, VINYL, LAMINATES & HARDWOODS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

FREE FITTING ON MOST CARPETS 

 
43 West Street  70 Palmerston Road 

Havant PO9 1LA Southsea PO5 3PT 

Tel: 023 9249 8881        Tel: 023 9273 6363 

Fax: 023 9249 8881       Fax: 023 9273 6363 

10% Discount 

when you show 

this magazine 
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St Faith’s December 2004 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.He fitted visitors into his 

accommodation (10) 

Across 
 1.Preacher converts evil agents (10) 
 8.Messenger comes to us as thrice 

daily service (7) 
 9.Acknowledging saint causes 

ferment (5) 
10.Unreasonable sort of story (4) 
11.One to take over burden (8) 
13.Country boy admirer (5) 
14.A little way off in Scotland say (5) 
16.Appropriate punishment for a 

soldier (8) 
17.”We have given our hearts away, a 

sordid ----“! (4) 
20.Poetic tears could be sign of a 

cold (5) 
21.Like the beast in a china shop (7) 

Down  
 1.Quite correct to demand and receive 

payment (5) 
 3.Aim of the archer (4) 
 5.Heavenly guide for padre (3,5) 
 7.On one level sounds a likely tale (6) 
13.Rescue made, safe and sound (6) 
15.Ploy to achieve end (6) 
19.Impromptu turn in ballerina dress (4) 

 2.Bearer of “good news” celebrated 
this month (5,7) 

 4.Being silent, made to pay attention 
(6) 

 6.One of an army on a last visit broke 
ranks (12) 

12.Whistle-blower say, to tell the 
Queen (8) 

18.A must when devil drives(5) 
Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th December please!   
Answers to November 2004 Crossword 
Across: 1.Godot, 4.Camail, 8.Asmodeus, 9.Iamb, 10.Dun, 11.Olympian, 14.Accost, 16.Despot, 
18.Ancestor, 20.Nim, 21.Eddo, 22.Boniface, 23.Reseda, 24.Glebe. 
 Down: 1.Guardian, 2.Dominican, 3.Tedious, 5.Assumed, 6.Alibi, 7.Leman, 12.Appendage, 
13.Stampede, 15, Test-Bed, 17.Earning, 18.Adder, 19.Chops. 
Two entries were received this month from Mary Harfield and Ruth Tunks, both with correct 
answers.  

1  2   3  4  5
  

  7 6 

 1  1  1     6  7 

8        9     

 1  1  1        

10    11 11        

 1  1 12 1    1  1  

13     15  16 14     

 1  1   15 1  1  1  

16         17   18 

       1 19 1  1  

20     22 21       

       1  1  1  

24 23  22          
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Word Search – Christmas Tree and Decorations 

This month should be interesting for children.  Can you find the items listed in the 
grid that are associated with the Christmas Tree and Christmas Decorations?  
Words may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight 
lines.  Where a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. Colin Carter 

 

 

BALLOONS  FLOWERS RIBBONS 
BAUBLES FRUIT SNOW 
CANDLES GARLANDS STAR 
CANDY/STICKS HOLLY STOCKINGS 
CARDS IVY STREAMERS 
CHAINS LIGHTS SWEETS 
CHOCOLATES MUSIC/BOX TINSEL 
CRACKERS ORNAMENTS TOYS 
FAIRY PRESENTS TREE 

 
 
 

C A R N S N I A H C R A C K E 

H O L D Y I S D N A L R A G L 

O R R D O Y S U M K C O T S I 

C A N Y T R S R E K C A R C G 

C A S T R E A M E R S F H S H 

C X T T H I U S S I V O Y N T 

G T O O N S A G N T C R A T S 

H I C B I E A F S O E O T R E 

S U K C P E M S L K O E I P L 

N R I R A W E A T O C L W R B 

O F N V O N T R N R W I L S U 

B L G N Y E D B T R E E T A A 

B O S B S Y L L O H O A R S B 

I W L E S N I T E I S U M S T 

R E N A C S T N E S E R P E B 
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From the Editor 

Here we are almost at the end of another year.  I remember my parents telling me 
that the years go much more quickly the older you are.  They were right! 

2004 has been a busy and interesting year for the parishioners of St. Faith’s and St. 
Nicholas.  Following on from the ‘Vision’ and ‘Vision to Mission’ for our own parish, 
‘Kairos’ was set up by the Bishop of Portsmouth for the diocese to identify the needs 
of the communities, the resources at our disposal and to optimise these resources 
to help meet the needs.  A Property Development Group (PDG) was set up to 
oversee this process.  An internal audit consisting of a Buildings Questionnaire, a 
Property and Finance Audit, a Strengths/Weakness/Opportunities/Threats (SWOT) 
analysis for our buildings and a Spirituality Audit has been completed and the 
results published in the magazine.  The purpose of this information is to enable us 
to assess our strengths as a community and to recognise our potential as well as 
our needs.  Work on Kairos will continue during 2005, as Deaneries are required to 
produce a 5-year plan. 

2004 has been another year when parishioners have worked tirelessly to raise 
money for the Restoration 
Appeal Fund.  So far this year 
until 15 November, over 
£20,000 has been raised for 
the Restoration Fund from the 
Burns Supper, Murder Mystery 
Dinner, Quizzes, Havant 
Remembered, Sponsored 
Abseil, Town Fair, Farm Walk, 
an Open Garden, the Bike 
Ride & Walk, Coffee Mornings 
and other smaller events. 

Sandra Haggan organised the 
social events in her usual 
efficient manner with outings to 
the King’s Theatre (‘My One & 
Only’, ‘George ‘M’’,’Swan Lake’, 
not forgetting the pantomime this 
month) and to Wilton House and 
Salisbury Cathedral. 

There was the Walsingham 
Pilgrimage and the visit to 
Wintershall, and also the visit by 

Pam LeGoaziou as our representative to Nsawam, Ghana (see page 22). 

The Sunday Club introduced a new way of religious education with Godly Play and 
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put on the Magic Circle show (see page 9) that raised £250 for their fund. 

The choirs were provided with new robes, kindly donated by parishioners and 
sponsors and put on an Animal Magic show in church (see page 9). 

We had the Strawberry Tea, a Harvest Festival Lunch, and a Eucharist Dinner at the 
Bear Hotel, a Summer Party at the Rectory and the Bell Ringers Dinner. 

There was the ordination of Fr. Charles 
and Fr. David by the Bishop of 
Portsmouth, The Rt. Revd. Dr. Kenneth 
Stevenson, and the confirmation and 
renewal of baptismal vows by members 
of the congregation by the Bishop. 

With parishioners writing many 
interesting articles for the magazine 
and contributing to the topics of the 
moment, the number of pages in the 12 
editions of Faith Matters increased from 
20 pages (7 times), to 24 pages (twice) 
and to 28 pages (three times) and still 
remained at 30p a copy – please 
continue writing.  I should like to 
acknowledge the support given to me by Roger Bryant and Sisyphus, who without 
fail, have provided articles/crosswords in all 12 editions of the magazine.  Also, our 
thanks go to Peter Appleby, who is retiring after 25 years as the Distribution and 
Advertising manager for the magazine.  The web-site continues to provide up-to-
date information and has received favourable comments from people who view it. 

Many, many parishioners contribute to the well being of the Church in their own 
special way using their individual talents.  All are necessary for the Church to 
function efficiently. 

2004 has been another busy and rewarding year for parishioners and there are 
many challengers ahead.  All the best in 2005. Colin Carter 
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For Your Diary 
Date Time Event Where/Cost 

Saturday 4 Dec 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Friday 10 Dec 8pm Men’s Group Curry tba 

Saturday 11 Dec 10am-noon Coffee Morning St.Nicholas Chapel 

Tuesday 14 Dec 7.30pm Carol Concert Warblington School 

Sunday 19 Dec 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols St. Faith’s Church 

Wednesday 29 Dec - “Aladdin” King’s Theatre/£7 
plus Coach Fare 

Thursday 6 Jan 05 8pm Parish Epiphany Dinner Bear Hotel/tba 

Monday 10 Jan 05 6pm Youth Club Church Hall 

Monday 10 Jan 05 8pm Standing Committee Rectory 

Thursday 13 Jan 05 7.30pm BMC Meeting 5 Longmead Gdns 

Friday 14 Jan 05  8pm Men’s Group tba 

Monday 17 Jan 05 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Monday 24 Jan 05 6pm Youth Club Church Hall 

Saturday 29 Jan 05 7pm Burns Supper Church Hall/£6 

Tuesday 8 Feb 05 6pm Pancake Party Church Hall 

Friday 11 Feb 05  8pm Men’s Group Ten-pin 
Bowling 

tba 

Saturday 19 Feb 05 7pm Murder, Mystery Church Hall/tba 

Monday 28 Feb 05 6pm Youth Club Church Hall 

Saturday 5 March 7.30pm Church Quiz Church Hall/£6 

Friday 11 March 8pm Men’s Group  tba 

Saturday 26 March 6pm Sedar Meal Church Hall 

Saturday 2 April 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 7 May 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 8 October 7.30pm Annual Cancer 
Research UK Quiz 

Church Hall/tba 

 

Parish Epiphany Dinner 

For the third year running the annual Parish Dinner will be held at the Bear Hotel on 
Thursday 6 January 2005 on completion of the 6.30pm Epiphany Service. 

 

Burns Supper 

There is a Burns Supper at St. Faith’s Church Hall on Saturday 29 January 2005 
from 7pm to 10.30pm.  Cost is £6 including a ‘piping’ hot supper, followed by tea or 
coffee.  Please bring your own drinks and glasses. 
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St Faith’s Sound System 

I am aware that some of you have concerns about the quality of our sound system, 
and would request that you contact me either by telephone on 023 9248 3984 or by 
letter via the post box available in St Faith’s on Sundays. 

In order to decide what needs to be done, I need specific details of problems. 

1. Is there a problem all the time, or does it vary during the Service? 

2. Do particular microphones cause more problems than others? 

3. If some people are more difficult to hear than others, who are good, who are 
bad? 

4. Is the problem everywhere in church; have you tried moving to a different seat, 
and was there a difference? 

5. Are you hard of hearing, if so do you use a hearing aid, and if so would you use a 
loop system for the deaf if we had one fitted? 

We currently have two radio clip-on microphones used by the clergy, one hand held 
radio microphone used at the lectern and by the Sunday Club, and a wired 
microphone used at the pulpit. There are four column loudspeakers each containing 
five units attached to each of the tower pillars.  We have an old cassette recorder to 
play tapes, but no CD player; hence do not have proper facilities to play recorded 
music. 

The sound system is currently used only for the 9:30am Family Eucharist on 
Sunday mornings and for special services when a large congregation is expected.  
If your concerns are about Evensong or weekday services please be specific. 

Remember that we cannot produce the sound quality you are used to hearing from 
a TV studio or live theatre.  Our system has been set up by professional sound 
engineers to provide optimum sound volume compatible with the needs of the clergy 
to walk around the church using the mobile radio microphones. 

Nevertheless, we want everyone to hear the Services properly, so please contact 
me with your concerns. Paul Utting 

 

 

The Twelve Months 

Snowy, Flowy, Blowy, Showery, Flowery, Bowery, Hoppy, Croppy, Droppy, Breezy, 
Sneezy, Freezy.  George Ellis (1753-1815) 
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My Visit to Ghana 12-20 October 2004 
It all started on a Sunday by a notice 
on our church table inviting us to the 
Portsmouth Cathedral hall taking 
place that afternoon, a talk with 
slides on Ghana.  Fr. David Williams 
was behind me, also taking an 
interest and he very kindly offered to 
take me.  From the time the talk 
started I knew I had to visit this 
exciting country.  Little did I realise I 
was going to be our representative 
with Nsawam in Ghana. 

After attending various meetings, 
medical checks, visa, etc., I found 

myself on Tuesday 12 October heading to the 
warm climate of Ghana.  The flight took 6 hours - 
Ghana was one hour behind us, so no jet lag.  
How Angela Herring, our leader, could pick out our 
driver Aloko Akata (pictured left) at the arrivals hall 
from all the wonderful smiling black faces, I shall 
never know.  We were then whisked away to our 
first hotel in Accra. 

The next day (Wednesday) we were driven to 
Koforidua and enroute we visited the Aburi 
Botanical Gardens, which have some wonderful 
old trees.   

Thursday we visited the market. 

After lunch on the Friday we went straight to the 
cathedral of Koforidua to be presented to the 
Bishop and to be linked up to our allotted Priests – 

mine of course, was the most handsome!  His name is Fr. Felix and we got on 
famously.  He even had the same happy smile as our Fr. David.  He gathered up my 
bag and led me to his “not so new” car and off we went to, I don’t know where and I 
didn’t care.  I was so happy to arrive safely and was looking forward to whatever!  It 
so happened it was to his home up in the hills.  His wife was there to greet us.  As 
she was a headmistress to two schools, I thought the best solution to all your gifts 
was to hand them over to her for distribution, except one small teddy which I gave to 
the “maid’s” little girl who followed me everywhere.   

Saturday, Fr. Felix took me to the famous dam of Ghana (Akosombo Dam on the 
Volta River).  It was pretty impressive.  After lunch I was surprised to find I was 
packing again and off to Fr. Felix church and rectory in Nsawam about 2 hours 
away.  The roads are terrible, full of potholes, but they are trying to get a “through 
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Ghana” highway - they complete one section and then run out of money.  We 
stopped half way for coconut milk, which is my favourite drink, but it is difficult to be 
lady like slurping from an open shell. 

Eventually, we arrived at “The Rectory”.  Just as well it was dark when we arrived, 
because it was like stepping 
back in time.  I soon realised why 
there were buckets of water by 
the shower and candles 
everywhere, because just as I 
was getting ready to retire the 
lights went out and no water.  I 
had come prepared for such 
eventualities! 

The next day was Sunday.  This 
was the day I was looking 
forward to and was not 
disappointed.  Off we went at 
9.00am to our first parish and service, which was in a classroom out in the sticks.  It 
was a very simple communion and Fr. Felix wore the usual vestments, which 

surprised and pleased me, even 
to a lace cloth that had been 
draped over a long black board.  
My they do love their hymn 
singing. 

The second port of call was in a 
villager’s house, but as we were 
walking through the scrub land 
we came across “so called” 
school rooms, with a corrugated 
iron roof that was half falling off 
and pitted with holes.  I was so 
upset that I asked how much 

would it cost to replace and was told £250 and no way could they have found that 
kind of money.  So when I came home I forwarded the money and I have just heard 
(5 November) from Fr. Felix that he has received the cheque, so I have requested 
the roof be called “Pamela’s Tin Roof”.  We then went to another village and the 
house we visited was the owner’s birthday.  My, he looked splendid in his gold 
dress.  Once again he was blessed with holy water, we also got a splattering, and 
then came the hymn singing, wine and cake.  Guess where I will be in May next 
year – yes I shall be going back! 

The following day (Monday) Fr. Felix took me back to Koforidua to meet up with the 
group.  It was sad saying goodbye to a few days that I shall never forget.  So here 
we all are with wonderful memories which we will share later. 
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Off we go again to one of Ghana’s National Parks and the famous “Tree Walkway”.  
It was a steady climb to the top but worth it.  At the top of the trees was this walkway 
of rope and steel wires stretching from one side to the other across a chasm.  Only 
one person crosses at a time as it can sway from side to side.  When my turn came 
I was very careful except half way across the stick that I was holding in my mouth, 
as my hands were busy on the ropes for balance, fell!  Great gasps from either side 
of the walkway.  The stick fell across me so my historic dance bow came into action 
by putting one foot behind the other I could elegantly sink and retrieve the offender 
without the walkway swaying too dangerously.  Much laughter from either side.  We 
all got down safely and finally made our way to our last hotel.  We had our meal 
overlooking a wonderful lake with a weaverbird’s nest right beside us, but the birds 
had disappeared.  However, a couple of “crocs” in the water were very much there! 

The next day (Tuesday) was to the “Gold Coast”, this being our last stop.  Our 
accommodation was by the side of the beach, but only the brave would have 
attempted to even paddle, let alone swim.  The waves were very powerful.  We 
visited the Fort where all the slaves were imprisoned until bought on whatever!  I 
really did not like that side of the trip so I wondered off and then we all met up for 
our final meal together before heading to the airport for our evening flight back 
home.  This has been a wonderful experience that will remain with me for a long 
time.   

Signs – some of the wonderful signs seen over shops, lorries and cars whilst 

travelling through Ghana: 

By God’s Grace  – auto garage 

In Jesus name  – store 

Wonderful Jesus  – back of jeep 

Father forgive them  – lorry 

Son of God  – broken lorry waiting for help! 

God is First   – mobile to mobile  Pam Le Goaziou 

(The Inter Diocesan West Africa Link (IDWAL) in the Portsmouth Diocese has a 
growing network of ‘parish to parish’ links.  The Havant Deanery is linked with the 
Koforidua Ho Diocese and St. Faith’s with the Nsawam parish in Ghana) 
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Choir Robes 

What a wonderful piece of unexpected news!  The Rector was away for the 
weekend, and wouldn’t be at Church on Sunday morning.  I was so happy and 
relieved – I could use his parking spot by the Church.  With blisters the size of 
tennis balls under my heels, other lesser blisters, and a few sore muscles, I wasn’t 
sure about covering the distance from Church Hall car park to Church. 

The Beachy Head Marathon is all cross-country and 
very hilly.  From Eastbourne it uses the South Downs 
Way, goes through Alfriston, eventually looping round 
and south.  It finishes over the Seven Sisters and back 
to Eastbourne – twenty-six miles of very beautiful 
countryside.  The event accepts 1,500 entries – equal 
numbers of runners, joggers and walkers.  I walked – 
taking 9½ hours.  It was a hard day, with the drive 
each end making it more so.  I learned after the event 
that this is the most difficult marathon.  The serious 
racers win with longer times than other marathons.  
This year, because of the bad conditions (rain, wind, 
mud, and slosh) the race cut off time was extended 
from five to six hours. 

Later that evening I was flipping through a book of 
organ pieces, wondering what to play the following 
morning.  If fell open at page 38.  I couldn’t resist 
playing it at 10.45am – “The Hill Climbers March”! 

Thank you to whoever generously sponsored this madness – also those of you who 
supported the choirs’ musical evening.  I’m hoping to have sufficient funds now to 
finish robing the adult choir.  The junior choir had their robes in June and are looking 
very smart. 

I am very grateful to the firms who have helped achieve this: 

Endeavor Personal Finance  Barrells Funeral Directors 

Carrells Funeral Service  Dyer Burdett & Co., Solicitors 

as well as individual contributions and fundraisers.  These include: 

 Mr & Mrs D Freeston  Pam Le Goaziou  Mr J Campbell 

 Penny Smith   John Smyth  Peter Stainsby 

 Mr & Mrs J Stuart  Alan Hakim  June Poliszczuk 

          (coffee morning). 

Thank you all very much. Judith Williams 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Fr. Charles Keay (Curate) Fr. David Williams (Curate) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Sue Casey (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter (Budget Co-ordinator) Dr Chris Churcher-Brown  

Mrs Fiona Hedley Mrs Anne Plater Martin Poliszczuk 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Miss Peggy Sparks Mr Robert Wilson 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Budget Co-ordinator, 
Treasurer, Secretary. 

Finance Committee oversees the general financial affairs of St. Faith's by monitoring 
income and expenditure, budgeting and co-ordinating the annual review of the 
Christian Stewardship of money through planned giving.  Members: Standing 
Committee and Alan Hakim. 

Buildings Management Committee attends to the use, repair and development of 
all parish buildings, including St. Faith’s church.  Members: Robert Wilson 
(Chairman)(1&2 Churchfields), Peter Appleby (Secretary)(Christchurch Bungalow), 
Sandra Haggan (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Peggy Sparks (2-4 North Street), Barry Hudson, Lisa Roonan, 
Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, David 
Atcheson, Colin Carter, Simon Creasy, Colin Hedley, Barry Hudson, Sybel 
Laird, Martin Poliszczuk, Lisa Roonan, Victoria Smith, Claire Toole. 

Structural Planning and Restoration Committee oversights the implementation of 
the Quinquennial Report and improvements to the church.  It is also responsible for 
the organ. Members: Chris Churcher-Brown (Chairman), Carmen Stuart. 

Restoration Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting (Chairman), Ken Bracher, 
Mary Bracher, Ann Buckley, Joan Burrows, Kevin Edwards, Sara Freeston 
(Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Fr. Charles Keay, Anne Plater, Martin Poliszczuk, 

Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy Utting. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE Tel: 023 9249 2129 

Open:- Monday & Friday only 9am - 12 noon 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Judith Williams 023 9234 3020 

Parish Office Administrator Ms Georgie Black 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9247 9694 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr Edward Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs Edna Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Flowers for High Altar Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Deborah Creasy 023 9249 8828 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or 
use the Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)   023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mr Peter Appleby 
 023 9247 8499 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 5th December 8.00am Eucharist 

ADVENT II 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY “TOY” SERVICE  
 (toys brought are given to local hospitals) 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 12th December 8.00am Eucharist 

ADVENT III 9.15am Sunday Club and Crèche in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 19th December 8.00am Eucharist 

ADVENT IV 9.15am Sunday Club and Crèche in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Rotary Nine Lessons & Carols 
 

Friday 24th December 6.00pm Carols by Candlelight 

CHRISTMAS EVE 11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 
 

Saturday 25th December 8.00am Eucharist 

CHRISTMAS DAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 

Sunday 26th December 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 

CHRISTMAS I   
  

Sunday 2nd January 8.00am Eucharist 

CHRISTMAS II 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE  
 6.30pm Evensong 
 
  

MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday  9.15am Eucharist  
 9.45am Healing Prayers 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


