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From the Rector 

When I was a boy a favourite lesson of mine was woodwork (although those of you 
who know how un-handy I am may find this incredible!).  I enjoyed learning about 
different tools, which if used properly enabled the process of creating a desirable 
tea tray or toast-rack.  I remember the first time we were instructed in the use of a 
plane.  I was daunted because it looked heavy.  Worse – I was aware of the ability 
to make a mistake and make a mess of the wood.  On one occasion I found out 
what happens if you plane ‘against the grain’ – chewing up the wood.  I recall that 
sense of ‘ouch – this doesn’t feel good’.  It took a lot of smoothing out with the grain 
to make good the damage done.  As we move into June I am reminded that it will be 
three years, on St Barnabas’ day (11th June), since I was instituted as Rector of 
Havant.  It is an appropriate moment to reflect upon a period of our lives that has 
been somewhat hectic, involving a certain amount of gradual change as we have 
felt called by God.  There is a sense of optimism around St Faith’s.  And I think this 
is based upon a confidence that we are beginning to reach out more effectively to 
those around us and that as we explore ways to further improve the missionary life 
of the church, we will do so well, with the full support of an ever active congregation 
in the love of Christ.  There is the overwhelming sense that we are moving gradually 
forward ‘with the grain’.  God is behind us, before us, with us and in us. 

This is not to imply, however, that life is easy for us and there are no challenges left.  
Far from it – there is much we need to be busy with and significant challenges lie 
ahead.  One of them is the Worship Group’s deliberation about the use of space in 
the Church.  How can we utilise the space in such a way that we make the most of 
the architectural beauty of the building as an uplifting place of worship and at the 
same time enable a variety of uses for after-worship socials, concerts, Family 
worship, Sunday Club, etc?  Those of you who attended the marvellous 
Confirmation service will know that although it was a great day it was not easy to 
see the Confirmations actually take place!  The use of space asks such questions 
as how do we utilise the beautiful worship area to allow the greatest sense of 
participation?  Liturgy only works when we all feel involved.  If we can’t see the 
central action how can we be participants?  So these deliberations and plans will 
complement the plans that Kairos call for – to hold an audit of our church’s internal 
needs and to conduct a community consultation to see how we can respond with 
God’s love to the real needs of those around us.  With the information that these 
activities produce we will be able to make plans for the mission of our church and 
the use of the buildings into which to house these missionary activities.  If, as we 
feel, God is with us and we are moving ‘with the grain’ of God’s will, then these 
daunting plans will come to fruition.  May God’s blessings continue to go with you.  
Fr. David 
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About The Parish 

This time last year, I was reminiscing in "Faith Matters" about momentous events in 
June and Derek Bowley reminded me that I had missed the D-Day Landings, so let 
me make amends this year.   In fact, this month is the 60th anniversary of the 
Landings and the Portsmouth Record Office is holding an exhibition to commemorate 
it.  I was only 10 at the time but I do remember slogans painted on walls and bridges - 
"Start the Second Front Now!”  The Russian leader, Joseph Stalin, was urging 
America and Britain to invade France to take German divisions away from the 
Eastern Front.  The Communist Party in this country was very active and these were 
their slogans.  Living in Eastney, Portsmouth, I did not see any build up of soldiers 
and military vehicles prior to D-Day because this was happening outside the city, as 
witnessed by Havant people.  For example, Langstone foreshore was where the 
Mulberry Harbour was being built to float across to the D-Day beaches in Normandy. 

One change brought about by the million or so American troops in this country for D-
Day was that we were now receiving on our radios (called a wireless in those days!) 
the American Forces Network (AFN) broadcasts, which were considerably better for 
younger listeners than the rather staid BBC.  To begin with, we children got to listen to 
the weekly Adventures of the Lone Ranger and Tonto!  For the young people there 
were the stars they saw in the cinema like Bob Hope (with, John Bradey will 
remember, Les Brown and his Band of Renown!), Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Jack 
Benny, the Glenn Miller Band, etc.   They had a glamour for wartime Britain, which 
was perhaps missing in the BBC, programmes like Workers Playtime (from a 
munitions factory somewhere in the Midlands!). 

The first we heard of the landings was the morning BBC News, with a newsreader, in 
the rather unemotional flat tones of the day, reading a communiqué from Supreme 
Allied Headquarters saying that troops had landed in France and had already 
established a strong beach-head.  Some two days later, I was approaching Fratton 
Bridge with my parents at about 10pm when we saw ahead of us military ambulances 
queued from the railway sidings in Goldsmith Avenue, where hospital trains were 
lined up to receive the wounded.  The ambulances were all identical and literally 
bumper to bumper along Goldsmith Avenue, across Fratton Bridge, and along Canal 
Walk, parallel to the railway.   They eventually disappeared from my view in a bend in 
the road but, apparently, the end of this awesome queue was in Portsmouth 
Dockyard.  I have never forgotten that terrible sight.  To me that was D-Day. 

For someone else at St Faith's, D-Day was far more dangerous and vivid.  He was in 
the Royal Navy throughout the war and actually took part in the D-Day Landings.  
Back in April, he celebrated his 90th birthday.  He is of course Tom Gomersall. Roger 
Bryant 
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PCC Meeting 17 May 

Chris Churcher-Brown was formally elected and Sue Casey co-opted, to the 
committee.  Colin Carter (Budget Co-ordinator) joined the Standing Committee.   The 
committee to implement the findings of the Properties Vision Group would be called 
the  "Property Development Committee (PDC)".  A small committee of Simon Creasy, 
Martin Poliszczuk and Victoria Smith had been formed to conduct an internal audit for 
Kairos.   
As required by law, electrical appliances including those sold in the church shop or 
used in the church and Hall Complex were to be tested.   
The Quinquennial Report had been received and more information, including 
costings, had been sought from the Architect.   
The current Child Protection Policy Statement was approved and would be displayed 
in the Hall Complex.  (It is already displayed in church.) 
 

 

Building Management Committee Meeting 22 April 

Following Jan Stuart's election as Churchwarden, Bob Wilson became Chairman of 
this committee, with Peter Appleby continuing as Secretary.  The ceiling in the small 
meeting room in Church House was to be repaired shortly.  The electrics in the Hall 
had been checked by an electrician.  "Talking Books" were going to rent all or part of 
the minor hall in Church House.  A tester for electrical appliances in the Complex and 
for electrical goods sold in the shop was to be considered.  A leak in the flat roof of 
the Sue Ryder shop in North Street had been repaired.  More extensive repairs to the 
whole roof were being considered, with the costs shared with the tenants in 
accordance with their leases. 

Quotations for a proposed loop system in church (to improve the sound for those with 
hearing difficulties) were being sought.  The first phase of the electrical work in church 
had been completed and a new distribution board fitted.  A new lighting scheme was 
being considered. 

A new back door would be purchased for No 2 Churchfields and the walls in the 
kitchen made good where new units had been fitted.    

 

 

Letter which appeared in The Independent 

Our church promotes the planned giving scheme for the children's Sunday school 
collections.  The message on the envelope reads - 'if your child has run out, please 
take another!' 
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Miss Finedon 

(Following the article in last month's "Faith Matters" from Hugo Deadman, I have 
received from Father Brown the following memories of Miss Finedon - Editor) 

Miss Finedon did indeed live in a small flat in Whiteladies Close, having retired as a 
teacher from a school near Tower Bridge, London. 

She loved children and every Sunday devoted her time to the Parish Breakfast.   She 
always made sure that there were ample supplies of buns for the "starving" choirboys, 
which were always "on the house"!  When the boys went on their annual singing tour 
holiday to Germany, she insisted on giving the pennies she had saved towards their 
expenses.  Father Brown stopped paying the choirboys when he arrived in the parish 
because he believed that singing in the choir was an honour (the choir increased 
tremendously).  The boys loved Miss Finedon for her kindness and each year clubbed 
together to buy her a present.  Incidentally, the choir never cost the parish a penny. 

Having been retired for some years, Miss Finedon's pension was pitiful but in spite of 
Father Brown's efforts, she refused, as she would say, to "go on the parish" (no 
Income Support in those days).  As a consequence she lived on the "smell of an 
oilrag" and the only way Father Brown could get her to accept food was to lie and say 
he had bought too much and could not get rid of it! 

When the Queen Alexandra Hospital telephoned Father Brown, who had given her 
the last Rites, to tell him of her death, it emerged that she had put him down as her 
next of kin (he held the key to her flat).  Because of the emergency of her sudden 
death, Father Brown arranged for her body to be taken away but then her affairs had 
to be dealt with by the officially appointed solicitor.  Father Brown went with him to her 
flat but no Will was found there; however, in a drawer, carefully wrapped, were all the 
presents the boys had brought her back from their overseas tours. 

After many months of advertising, a relative was found in the USA.  She died virtually 
penniless except for the small flat.  Miss Finedon was a lovely Christian lady, the likes 
of whom are seldom seen these days.  Even some of the "tough" choirboys were in 
tears when told of her death.  St Faith's has much to thank her for and her guardian 
angel would have been proud of her. 

Father Brown asks himself, "Will his guardian angel be proud of him when handing 
him over to the angel of death".  (We are all sure the guardian angel will be - Editor).  

 

Strawberry Tea 

Don’t forget, Sunday 4th July at 4pm at 27 Bellair Road for the Strawberry Tea. It 
is also American Independence Day! 
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Walsingham Pilgrimage - 16-18th April 2004 

On the Friday of Holy Week four pilgrims from St Faith's went to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Walsingham, the English Nazareth in a village midway between Norwich 
and King's Lynn, Walsingham.   This was St Faith's first visit in connection with the 
Cell formed by our daughter church, St Albans, and Father Charles, Annie, his wife, 
Sandra, our Churchwarden and Sheilah, a simple parishioner, went with members 
of that church and others from St Claire's and St Francis: about forty six in total.  
Parishioners from St Albans first went in 1988 and many go each year.  The 
youngest was in her twenties; the oldest was ninety-two.   

The story began with a vision in 1061 in which a Saxon noblewoman, Richeldis de 
Faverches, was taken by the Virgin Mary to see the house in Nazareth where the 
angel Gabriel announced to Mary the news of Jesus' impending birth.  In two more 
visions Richeldis was asked to build in Walsingham an exact replica of the house.  
This was done but it was all totally destroyed after a visit by Henry VIII.  Even so 
pilgrims still came and continued to do so through the centuries until in 1897 there 
was a move by the Roman Catholics to rebuild and restore the 14th Century Slipper 
Chapel.  Now there is an Anglican shrine a mile away built in 1922 and an Orthodox 
Shrine nearby.  Pilgrims come again in their thousands.  At the end of May the 
Archbishop of Canterbury will preach when there is a National Pilgrimage.   

The accommodation was simple but comfortable with a pleasant lounge, a new 
refectory and cafe.  The food was simple but good with special diets catered for and 
no problems for the disabled.   

It was an intensive three days beginning with a Blessing for the journey at St Albans 
at 7.30a.m. on the Friday and after a couple of stops en route we held a service in 
the large and beautiful Lady Chapel of Ely Cathedral before having lunch and 
proceeding on to Walsingham and our first visit to Holy House to say thanks for our 
safe arrival.   Then it was on to the Sue Ryder shop for a cream tea.  After supper 
there were Shrine prayers where Father Mike said special prayers as asked for by 
members of the pilgrimage.  The day ended with Compline in the Guild Chapel, near 
the Shrine Church -a simple service with relaxing electronic music. 

On Saturday we followed the Stations of the Cross and then walked (or bussed) to 
the Slipper Chapel, a good mile away, where private prayers were said and we were 
able to have coffee in the warm sunshine.  In the afternoon the coach, provided by 
Lucketts (driver, Ron, who has already "booked" to go again next year) took those 
who wanted to Wells or the Craft Centre in Hunstanton.  We came back in time to 
attend the Mass of our Lady of Walsingham presided over by the Bishop of 
Beverley.  Father Charles came in for special commendation for his part in the 
service, details of which he only received immediately beforehand.  This was a high 
Anglo Catholic service.  After supper there was an Address, Procession and 
Benediction in which we processed round the small but lovely gardens with lighted 
candles behind the banner of Our Lady. 

By contrast on Sunday the St Albans cell held a Mass and Ministry of Healing in the 
simple, even austere. Barn Chapel – a service which had much in common with a 
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Friends' Meeting (Quakers).  Pilgrims spoke as the Spirit moved them and helped 
themselves to the Holy Sacrament.  After lunch gifts were blessed and photos taken 
before the service of Sprinkling, Laying on of Hands and Anointing in the Shrine 
Church.   This was, for me, a very moving service and tears arose, unbidden.  
Finally, after tea we had a Last Visit to Holy House before leaving about 5p.m.  We 
arrived home in pouring rain after a purposeful but fun weekend.  As I said to Father 
Mike after I had been asked to do this report, there were some things I would have 
to leave out.  His reply was to leave out the worship!  As one pilgrim said: "We pray 
hard and we play hard".  However, that is another story. 

I hope other members of St Faith's will be inspired to go on the next Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham.  Like the Muslims' Hajj to Mecca, perhaps one should try and do it just 
once in one's lifetime.  S.L. 

 

 

Confirmation & Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

On Sunday 16th May 2004, the Bishop of Portsmouth, The Rt Revd Dr Kenneth 
Stevenson, confirmed Deborah Creasy, Ros Cleverley, Charlotte Edwards and June 
Poliszczuk from St. Faith’s, with 12 others from St Alban, West Leigh and St 
Cuthbert, Copnor, at St Faith’s Church.  At the same Sung Eucharist with 
Confirmation, Martin Poliszczuk renewed his Baptismal vows.  Congratulations to 
them all. 

 

 

Holy Communion 

At the Parish Eucharist on 25 April, the Rector presented Alan Hakim, Bruce 
Strugnell, Mary Strugnell, Carmen Stuart and Colin Warlow with “Permission to 
Distribute the Holy Communion” given by the Bishop of Portsmouth, The Rt Revd Dr 
Kenneth Stevenson, for the next 5 years. 
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Sunday Club 

"Why couldn't Jesus just have had flu and died?  Surely God could have arranged 
that."  It was Easter Day and we were 'doing' the Resurrection when a thinking 
youngster came up with this question.  As we are still new and inexperienced in 
Sunday Club ways we could sit tight, safe in the knowledge that we were not 
expected to come up with an answer.  Instead we sat back and listened to the way 
one of the hierarchy ably fielded this question.  It was clear to us that we would 
need to have our wits about us on the mornings we were doing our Sunday Club 
stints.  

On this particular Sunday the plan was for a big picture to be made depicting new 
beginnings.  In no time at all the children were all sitting down quietly, happily and 
very busily making all sorts of things to be stuck on the picture - coloured eggs, 
sheep with bits of wool on them, birds, flowers - they all found their place on the 
main picture which was finished off with blobs of cotton wool for the clouds.  It was 
particularly interesting to see how creative all the children were in different ways. 
They all had their own ideas and needed no input from anyone else.  

As usual the time flew by and before we realised it we had in our midst three taller 
youngsters from the congregation who arrived looking splendid in their lemon and 
lime road safety flak jackets.  This was the cue for us all to fall in line behind them 
and we snaked our way through the streets of Havant to the Church where, if we'd 
got the timing right, we could neatly tag on to the end of the queue going up to the 
altar for communion. Ann Buckley, Sara Freeston 

 

 

Property Development Committee (PDC) 

A Property Development Committee (PDC) has been formed, the purpose of which 
is to oversee the production of a plan for the development of our properties in line 
with the aspirations and principals of our Vision and the Kairos process.  In order to 
do this we will continue to ask for the Spirit's guidance to do God's will, conduct an 
internal audit of our church and congregational needs and then hold a community 
consultation to assess the community needs to which we will respond. 

These factors will enable us to devise a strategy for the improvement of our Church 
and properties so that they are maintainable, sufficient for our needs and places fit 
for the worship of God and the mission of the Church in this area of Havant. 

On the committee: Rector, Churchwardens, David Atcheson, Colin Carter, 
Simon Creasy, Colin Hedley, Barry Hudson, Sybel Laird, Martin Poliszczuk, 
Lisa Roonan, Richard Smith, Victoria Smith, Claire Toole. 



 -8- 

Cosmo Gordon Lang and the Miracle of "Jesus Walking on the Sea" 

Continuing with the interpretations of the Miracles of our Lord by Cosmo Gordon Lang 
we now consider perhaps, with "The Feeding of the Multitude", the best known of the 
Miracles - "Jesus Walking on the Sea".  The Gospel accounts start with Jesus 
dismissing the crowds and telling the disciples to go out to sea (of Galilee) in order 
that He could have solitude.  Fittingly, this is where Lang starts his consideration of 
the Miracle - in his words, "our Lord's retreat from the bustle of the world to the 
refreshing calm of the eternal."   He likens this to God resting on the seventh day to 
behold His works.  "We need to keep the Sabbath to view our own works from the 
standpoint of the eternal."  Lang asserts that "solitude is necessary for communion 
with God." 

We now find the boat in the midst of the sea, distressed by the waves, for the wind 
was contrary.  Lang likens this to life itself.  "In the days of youth - the days of our 
inspiring illusions - we bound along under the fair wind of hope and ambition.  But by 
the time we reach the midst of the sea - that period of middle age when the illusions 
disappear and the grim realities of life take their place - most of us find that the wind 
is contrary and the waves distressing.  We must then take to the heavy oars, thankful 
for any headway we may make." 

The Gospels tell us, "Seeing them distressed in rowing, for the wind was contrary 
unto them, about the fourth watch of the night, Jesus cometh unto them, walking on 
the sea."  Lang points out that Jesus, walking past them, on the very waves that 
distressed them, was demonstrating His divine supremacy; that "even the distressing 
waves of life might be the way along which the power and calm of His presence 
would come to them."  When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the waters, they 
were frightened, thinking he was a spectre of a power alien.  In life we should not be 
afraid because we should know that His supremacy and calmness are with us at 
times of distress. 

Peter asked to walk on the waters to Him and Jesus said, "Come!”  But Peter, fearful 
of the wind, turned his eyes from his Master and started to sink.  Peter's eyes sought 
out Jesus again and he was saved.  So it is in life because we must keep our eyes 
fixed steadily on Him.   As Lang puts it, "The only hope is, if we have faith at all, to 
have faith entirely; we must keep the eyes of thought and imagination fixed resolutely 
on the presence of Christ."   Amen. Roger Bryant 

 

Sponsored Bike Ride & Walk 

The sponsored bike ride and walk this year will be held on Saturday 11th September 
from 10am-6pm.  I expect to have sponsor forms and information during June – so 
hope some of you will partake again to help with our Restoration Fund.  Audrey 
Currie 
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THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40 bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding receptions 
as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage Restaurant 
offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally produced, fresh 
ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat uniquely the Hotel has a  
wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines direct to the public. 
Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings are held throughout 
the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
 

From the Registers - May 
 2nd Baptism of Louie Benjamin Jones 
 9th Baptism of Kathryn Margaret Ann 

Cottingham and Laura Charlotte 
Cottingham  

 16th Confirmation – see page 6 
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From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

B GROVES 
Brickwork & Plastering 

for 

 
all your home and garden improvements 

 

Tel: 023 9234 7326 
Mobile: 07752 679060 

Thank you to our printers, MERCURY GRAPHICS 1A Brockhampton Lane, HAVANT 

Telephone: 023 9249 9162 for all your printing needs 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care. 
Hampshire County Council Accredited 

 42 East Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1AQ 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

BATHS Your Guide to BIDETS 
JACUZZI Beautiful Bathrooms TOILETS 

B.J.K BATHROOMS 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE 

PLUMBING, HEATING, TILING, 

ELECTRICS 

FLOORING & FINE DETAIL 

WORK 

WALK IN BATHS & SHOWERS 

For a Friendly & 

Professional Service 

Call 

Barry & June Myall 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION 

ESTIMATING SERVICE 

INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 

60 DRAYTON LANE, DRAYTON, PORTSMOUTH PO6 1HG 

Tel: 023 9264 4216 or 023 9237 9814 

 

 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 3473 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
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St Faith’s June 2004 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24.Younger son goes to east for a 

particular tree (5) 

Across 
 1.We get indication it’s a knotty 

problem (5) 
 4.As ‘Faith Matters’ is each month (6) 
 8 & 14 across. The Good News 

according Matthew say, not John 
(8,6) 

 9.With acknowledgement to the rate 
(4) 

10.Be prone to falsehood (3) 
11.Coffee à la machine (8) 
14.See 8 across 
16.Poet said to be a wonder (6) 
18.Celestial vessel of fiction (8) 
20.Traitor in the fraternity (3) 
21.Sounds like an animal but is sweet 

(4) 
22.Simon in a panic causes sleepless 

nights (8) 
23.Some people get older in French 

household (6) 

Down  

 1.Classification of diseases starts with 
numbers (8) 

 3.Sauce of the highest qualifty (7) 
 6.Bar for an appetizer (5) 
12.Foreign political party in harsh 

arrangement for termination (9) 
15.Abundance of rope for making things 

secure (7) 
18.Push off! (5) 

 2.Ready for company at table (6,3) 
 5.Artistic type, to drink showing good 

behaviour (7) 
 7.Take one for a quick look (8) 
13.Boring friend shares 

accommodation (8) 
17.Depicts current circle dance on a 

Greek wine jar (7) 
19.Flow gently, sweet - - - - -, among 

thy green braes (5) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th June please! 
Answers to May 2004 Crossword 
Across: 1.Solar Panel, 8.Oratory, 9.Grist, 10.Eris, 11.Talisman, 13.Roget, 14.Earns, 16.Trimaran, 
17.Ergo. 20.Ashet, 21.Crammer, 22.Hypothesis. 
 Down: 1.Shore, 2.Leading Light, 3.Rood, 4.Anyway, 5.Egg Timer, 6.Zimmer Frames, 7.Stones, 
12.Stealthy, 13.Ratbag, 15.Gaucho, 18.Orris, 19.Dash. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Mary Harfield with other entries from 
Angela Collyer, Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Ruth Tunks. 

1  2   3  4 5   6  7 6 

 1  1  1     6  7 

8        9 9    

 1  1  1        

10    11      12   

 1  1  1    1  1 13 

14     15  16 17     

 1  1   15 1  1  1  

16 18  19      17 20   

       1  1  1  

21     22        

       1  1  1  

24 23       24     
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Word Search  - D-Day 

Can you find the names associated with D-Day on 6th June 1944 in the grid below?  
Words may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight 
lines.  Where a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 
 Colin Carter 

 

 

AIR/FORCES GLIDERS OMAHA 
AIRBORNE GOLD OVERLORD 
ALLIED/ARMIES GOLDEN/LION/PUB PARACHUTE 
AMERICAN JUNO PEGASUS/BRIDGE 
BRITISH LANDING/CRAFT SOUTHWICK/HOUSE 
CANADIAN MULBERRY SWORD 
FRANCE NAVIES UTAH 
GERMAN NORMANDY WEATHER 

 
 

 

D A R M I E S E C R O F D U O 

E R B C H S I T I R B L S Y W 

M G O S R E D I L G O L D E N 

P S D L A N D I N G W N A P S 

J O E I R D E I L L A T G W O 

E U F I R E T G F M M O T L E 

N N B R V B V S R U E G F P T 

R A A U T A H O A L R L A U U 

O M I H P A N U N B I I R R H 

B R L D A C I T C E C O C E C 

R E A W A M A H E R A U N H A 

I G N J U N O W N R N T M T R 

A G D P E U A I R Y J U B A A 

D R O W S C R C S U S A G E P 

H O U E C R A K G D I R B W S 

 
 

 

From the Editor 



 -14- 

This month, 6th June, is the D-Day 60th Anniversary.  In the lead up to D-Day 
Southwick House became the operational headquarters of General Dwight D 
Eisenhower.  The D-Day wall map showing the cross-channel assault has been 
preserved and is in the Wardroom (Officers’ Mess) at HMS Dryad.  In 1944, the 
Golden Lion pub in Southwick became the unofficial Officers' Mess.   The story 
goes that General Eisenhower was discussing with his commanders the weather 
situation, which was unsuitable for the landings in France, but the meteorologists 
had advised that there was a short period when the weather would be favourable.  
General Eisenhower went to the toilet and when he came out he is reported to have 
said, “Let’s go” – thus making this historic decision in the loo!  A pat on the back to 
all that have supported the fund raising activities so far this year as it has reached 
the splendid total of £5,000.  I hope to have a breakdown in next month’s magazine.  
Well done, and especially to the Restoration Appeal Committee for their 
organisation of events.  Colin Carter 

 

Tom Gomersall 

Tom Gomersall, with Edna, being 
presented with a cheque for £205 
and a bottle of rum by Fr. David and 
Colin Warlow on the occasion of his 
retirement as assistant care-taker 
for the Hall complex.  Colin, also 
retired last month as Churchwarden 
after 18 years – is this a record? 

 

Charity Abseil 

You know those ideas that seem a good idea at the time and then as it gets closer 
you are not quite so sure, well I think that this is one of those, and I have to own up 
to it being one of mine.  Let’s give you some details – it is on Saturday 26th June at 
Millgate House, St. George’s Square in Old Portsmouth, the height, very high (220 
feet) but we will have the Royal Marines to help us.  We shall be a group doing this 
‘very brave’ thing in aid of St. Faith’s Restoration Appeal, so if you feel you might 
like to sponsor one or other of us we would be delighted.  Those whose arms have 
been twisted are: Simon Creasy, Kerry & Steven Fletcher (Vickie’s son & daughter), 
Fr David Gibbons, Francis Hakim, Barry Hudson, Francis Joyce, Clare Strugnell, 
Judith Williams and me. Sandra Haggan 
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For Your Diary 

Date Time Event Where/Cost 

Tuesday 1 June 10.45am HMS HAVANT Service War Memorial 

Thursday 3 June 7.30pm Kairos – Worship Rectory 

Friday 4 June 1pm Kairos – Worship Rectory 

Saturday 5 June 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Tuesday 8 June 11am Healing Service Methodist Church 

Tuesday 8 June 7.30pm Kairos – Being 
Disciples 

Rectory 

Friday 11 June 1pm Kairos – Being 
Disciples 

Rectory 

Saturday 12 June 10.30am Standing Committee 4 Pine Grove 

Monday 14 June 7.30pm Kairos – Deanery 
Programme Launch 

All Saint’s, 
Denmead 

Thursday 17 June 7.30pm Kairos – Pilgrims 
Travelling Light 

Rectory 

Friday 18 June 1pm Kairos – Pilgrims 
Travelling Light 

Rectory 

Friday 18 June 5.30pm Kairos – Community 
Consultation 

St. Francis Church 
Hall 

Sunday 20 June 11.15am Civic Service St. Faith’s Church 

Monday 21 June 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Wednesday 23 June - Life of Christ Wintershall/£12.50+
cost of transport 

Thursday 24 June 8pm Property Development 
Committee 

Rectory 

Saturday 26 June - Charity Abseil Millgate House, 
Portsmouth 

Sunday 27 June 10.30am Ordination of Fr. 
Charles & Fr. David 

Portsmouth 
Cathedral 

Saturday 3 July 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Sunday 4 July 4pm Strawberry Tea 27 Bellair Road 

Monday 12 July 7.30pm Concert with San 
Rafael Choral Project 

St. Faith’s Church 
/tba 

Saturday 17 July 9.45am Summer Outing tba 

Monday 19 July 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Thursday 22 July tba ‘Plight of Asylum 
Seekers’ play 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 7 August 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 28 August tba Town Fair St. Faith’s Church 

Monday 6 September 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 11 
September 

10am-6pm Sponsored Bike Ride & 
Walk 

Churches in the 
Diocese 
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Saturday 2 October 7.30pm Annual Cancer 
Research UK Quiz 

Church  Hall/tba 

Sunday 3  October 12-noon Harvest Festival 
Sunday Lunch 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 27 
November 

7.30pm Bell ringers Christmas 
Dinner 

Church Hall/tba 

St Faith’s Town Fair – Saturday 28
th

 August 2004 

Plans are progressing well for the Town Fair.  This is our major fund raising event 
and we hope to raise a substantial amount towards the cost of replacing the Church 
lighting.  We have a number of new stalls this year and need more helpers on the 
day.  If you would like to help, even for a short time, please contact Ann Buckley on 
023 9245 2289.  Draw tickets will be available soon. 

Open Garden 

Rosemary and Peter Thomas 
opened their garden on Sunday 
2nd May in aid of the Restoration 
Appeal Fund.  Plants and 
paintings were on sale, and there 
was a raffle, on a beautiful sunny 
and warm afternoon that resulted 
in a good turn out.  The total 
raised was £660, which included 
£217 from Rosemary’s paintings. 

 

From Sendai, Japan 

Our church needs a lot of prayer.  Some of the believers and inquirers have 
intractable problems, which keep them away from church, and some others are 
growing cold.  Our time here is coming to a close and we don't want to leave the 
church like this.  We plan to leave Japan on 19 June, meet Andrew in Malaysia, 
have a holiday until Amy finishes her last exams and arrive in UK on 11 July.  We 
aim to be in South Africa for 4 months in 2005.  Frankly having spent 18 years here  
(Glenda 21 years) with less frequent furloughs than normal we find it rather 
daunting to set up temporary home in two countries.  Japan feels more like home 
than anywhere else does.  It seems like the Baptists want us to leave the church 
building next year August so they can sell it for more than we can afford. Rod and 
GlendaThomas 
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Havant Remembered – 23-25 April 2004 

Over 100 people attended the talk by local historian Ian Watson in the church on 
Friday 23rd April.  Cllr. Mrs June Fulcher opened the exhibition stressing how much 
St. Faith’s is at the very heart of Havant and congratulated the church on the 
restoration work already completed to the historic church.  Following the preview 
hundreds of people attended 
the exhibition during the 
weekend.  Over 300 
photographs were displayed 
reflecting life in Havant over the 
last century.  A fascinating 
range of material on local 
churches, education, industry, 
sport and voluntary 
organisations was displayed.   

Wedding photographs span-
ning over a hundred years had 
been located and we were 
interested to learn that TV 
presenter Fred Dinage was married in the church.   

People were particularly interested in the 
photographs of the clergy which were displayed on 
the pulpit and the photographs of church activities in 
the past showing large numbers of young people - 
many of these activities had been recorded in the 
local press really illustrating how well attended the 
local churches were and how much they were 
providing community activities. 

Many visitors commented how much they enjoyed 
the exhibition and one family were delighted to find a 
photograph of their great grandfather as they had 
never seen one before.  All the photographs have 
been copied and we hope to have a selection on 
show again at the Town Fair. 

The weather was wonderful and we completed our 
weekend by climbing the tower and looking down over Havant’s historic buildings 
and also noting some new ones. 

The event raised over £1,000 towards the Restoration Appeal.  Thank you to 
everyone who provided information and help in so many ways. 

 Ann Buckley, Sandra Haggan, Roger Simmons 
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 MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Fr. Charles Keay (Curate) Fr. David Williams (Curate) 

Prof Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Sue Casey (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter (Budget Co-ordinator) Dr Chris Churcher-Brown  

Mrs Fiona Hedley Mrs Anne Plater Martin Poliszczuk 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Miss Peggy Sparks Mrs Carmen Stuart  

 Mr Robert Wilson 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Mrs Shirley Caunter & Mrs Jill Lovett 
St. Faith's PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent in promoting 
in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, 
social and ecumenical.  It also has responsibility for the Church and Church Hall of St. 
Faith's, St. Nicholas Chapel, Christ Church Centre and bungalow, Church House, 
Coach House, Nos. 1 & 2 Churchfields and via the Church Institute, Nos. 2 & 4 North 
Street.  The PCC operates through a number of committees that meet between full 
meetings of the PCC. 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members:  Rector, Churchwardens, Budget Co-ordinator, 
Treasurer, Secretary. 

Finance Committee oversees the general financial affairs of St. Faith's by monitoring 
income and expenditure, budgeting and co-ordinating the annual review of the 
Christian Stewardship of money through planned giving.  Members: Standing 

Committee, Budget Co-ordinator & Alan Hakim. 

Buildings Management Committee attends to the use, repair and development of 
all parish buildings, including St. Faith’s church.  Members: Robert Wilson 
(Chairman), Peter Appleby (Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Anne Plater, Jenny 
Sagrott, Peggy Sparks, Barry Hudson, Lisa Roonan, Paul Utting. 

Structural Planning and Restoration Committee oversights the implementation of 
the Quinquennial Report and improvements to the church.  It is also responsible for 
the organ. Members:  Chris Churcher-Brown (Chairman), Carmen Stuart, Peter 
Appleby (Secretary), Derek Freeston. 

Restoration Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting (Chairman), Ken Bracher, 
Mary Bracher, Ann Buckley, Joan Burrows, Kevin Edwards, Sara Freeston 
(Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Fr. Charles Keay, Anne Plater, Martin Poliszczuk, 
Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy Utting. 

Parish Office: - Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE. 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Office Open:- Monday & Friday 9am - 12 noon 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vickie Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Judith Williams 023 9234 3020 

Parish Office Administrator Ms Georgie Black 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9247 9694 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr Edward Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs Edna Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Flowers for High Altar Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Confessions, Baptisms and Marriages Contact the Rector 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick    Please notify the Rector, any member of 
the PCC or Parish Office Administrator 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)   023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan@stfaith.com)  023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mr Peter Appleby 
 023 9247 8499 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 
 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th June 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Tuesday 8th June 11.00am Healing Service - Havant Methodist Church 

Thursday 10th June 7.30pm Eucharist 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

Sunday 13th June 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY I 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 12-noon Holy Baptism 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 20th June 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY II 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 11.15am Civic Service 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 27th June 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY III 10.30am Ordination to the Priesthood of Charles Keay 

and David Williams in the Cathedral. NO 
Parish Eucharist or Sunday Club 

 6.30pm PARISH EUCHARIST – First Mass presided 
over by Fr. Charles Keay 

 

Sunday 4th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY IV 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST – First Mass presided 
over by Fr. David Williams 

 6.30pm Evensong 

 

MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday  9.15am Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 9.45am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


