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God’s Pilgrim People  
(taken from The Rector’s sermon preached at St Faith’s on 8th August) 

In the epistle to the Hebrews (11:1-3 and 8-16) we are reminded that Abraham 
obeyed God’s call when, as an old man, he “set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance”.  This place, that Abraham and many after him were 
seeking, as the writer of Hebrews goes on to say, was a “homeland… a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one”, or the city of God.  That Abraham was sent on this 
journey late in his life was indicative of the hope that God gives us all: it is never too 
late!  In the same way Sarah, Abraham’s wife, who was to conceive and bear 
children when she thought she was too old, also demonstrates that we are all 
valued as children of God.  Moreover Abraham and Sarah were given the 
responsibility to be the parents of a nation – a nation whose identity was built upon 
their relationship to God.  That is what the Old Testament defines as Israel – the 
people of God: seeking God and loved by God. 

In the New Testament the church is defined as the body of Christ, because we are 
brought together through faith in him, but we are still the people of God.  We are so 
used to the term ‘church’, as meaning a building, often, like St Faith’s, a beautiful, 
historic building.  But church really means the pilgrim people – the people sent out 
by Christ to convey the love of God and gospel of Christ to those around them.  The 
disciples were sent out by Jesus to teach, preach and heal and in the Acts of the 
Apostles we read how they did this and formed communities of faith. 

In the same vein then we are the latter day pilgrim people of God, setting out in faith 
and love, leaving the security of ‘home’ and seeking God’s city, homeland or better 
country.  This metaphor of pilgrim is a helpful one in our contemporary culture.  
There is a great sense of transience and change (probably more than we like) so 
travelling along our journey with fellow pilgrims is a comfort as well as a unifying 
identity. 

This then spells out challenges for the church.  We need to travel light and free 
ourselves of excess baggage and face the uncertain future with confidence and 
hope.  As we travel we offer to those we meet our faith and access to the infinite, 
loving God who has become one with us in Jesus.  At the same time we seek to find 
Christ in all whom we meet and to affirm their importance and unique value in the 
eyes of God. 

But travelling on a journey is not nearly as secure as staying at home, locking the 
door, putting on the TV and drinking a cup of tea!  Being pilgrim people is risky 
business and I sense the fears in our community at this time.  One of those is about 
the adoption of contemporary language in our worship, which boils down to saying 
‘you’ and ‘your’ rather than ‘thee’ and ‘thy’ and the response to ‘The Lord be with 
you’ becomes ‘and also with you’ rather ‘and with thy spirit’.  The P.C.C. decided to 
accept contemporary language in their July meeting, but the majority was small.  It 
seems to me that the best way to proceed is to draw up orders of service that the 
P.C.C. can approve.  Only when the P.C.C. approves the form of worship by a 
sizeable (75%) majority shall we adopt it. 
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Another fear is the removal of pews from our church!  The pews are loved as 
symbols of tradition and order and, understandably, they are greatly valued.  On the 
other hand it is good to have a flexibility to our worship space, as was seen by the 
successful Family Service in the Hall on the 4th July.  So how are we to move 
forward the proposal to improve the flexibility of space and give everyone the 
chance to comment?  The process is set up like this: in the first place the Worship 
group is drawing up a specification for the needs and desires of our worship space.  
This specification will be put together with one concurrently being produced by the 
Property Development Group, which will describe our needs for the church as a 
whole.  This may list such things as storage space, improved toilet facilities, 
upgraded choir vestry or clergy vestry and perhaps a suite of rooms for the Sunday 
Club and decent catering facilities, etc.  (I’m just making educated guesses at this 
stage). 

This specification of the needs for the church building and surrounding churchyard 
would be shared with the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC).  They in turn would 
recommend a number of ‘visionary’ architects, who would demonstrate to us the 
way they might go about meeting those needs.  We would then appoint the architect 
who best represented our aspirations, and s/he would produce plans for us to 
consider.  At this point we would consult widely and you would have the chance to 
comment on the plans before the P.C.C. approves the final version.  Only when the 
P.C.C. approves by a sizeable majority (75%) would we move forward with these 
plans.  In terms of time we hope to be in the consultation stage by summer 2005. 

So you can see that being a pilgrim people has its share of uncertainty as we step 
out in faith.  Yet we have other securities – such as the knowledge that only 
schemes approved by the considerable majority of the P.C.C. will come into being.  
May God go with us as we venture forth in the name of Christ, and may our journey 
bring us to the city of God.  Fr. David 

 

 

About The Parish   

I have from an early age always admired writers, so not surprisingly I thought I 
would look this month (and next!) at the gospel writers.   When I first read the Bible 
as a teenager, I thought the four gospel writers - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - 
were contemporaries of Jesus, writing about events they had witnessed at first 
hand.  This is true of John, who was one of our Lord's disciples, but not of the other 
three.  Luke tells us that many others had written gospels and traces of them have 
been found, notably one of Thomas who, from the fragments found, seemed to have 
concentrated on the words of Jesus rather than the events of his ministry.  The early 
Church considered merging the four gospels into one but wisely chose to retain 
them.   The gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke are very similar in detail, so much 
so that they are termed the Synoptic Gospels (from the Greek word meaning to view 
together).  Unlike the other three, John's gospel starts where the other three finish.  
In effect, it gives a theological discourse on our Lord's ministry.   So what do we 
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know about the four gospel writers?   

We do not know who Matthew was, although most experts consider that Matthew 
was the Christian name of the tax collector Levi mentioned in both Mark's and 
Luke's Gospels.   In these accounts, Levi is called by our Lord as he was "collecting 
custom", and Levi invites our Lord and others, considered undesirables at the time, 
to a meal in his home.  Tax collectors were hated, not like the Inland Revenue today 
(who am I kidding!).   The reason being that they were working for the occupying 
power, the Romans, and they were required to extort more money than the taxes 
levied to give themselves an income.  In fact it was a very lucrative income, so 
much so that the posts were auctioned to the highest bidders!   Matthew's Gospel 
has been described as written by a Jew to Jews about a Jew.  There is uncertainty 
about when it was written and the best that experts have come up with is between 
AD 50-1OO.   Much of his Gospel is identical with Mark's, which experts consider 
was the original text. 

We can be a little more precise about Mark.  There is strong evidence that he was 
John (the Jewish name) Mark (the Christian name) and that the Church met in his 
mother's house in Jerusalem.  He was a cousin of Barnabas, who travelled with Paul.  
In fact Mark travelled on Paul's first missionary journey but returned home halfway 
through the tour.  He subsequently gave great support to Paul when he was in prison.  
Without doubt, Mark's was the first Gospel written, probably AD 65-70 or earlier, and it 
was the shortest.   

Mark's Gospel contrasts sharply with Matthew's, which is more formal and 
concentrates more on the words of Jesus.   Mark's was written in the same 
chronological sequence as our Lord's ministry.   It is lively and vivid, suggesting that it 
was based on a first-hand account from an eyewitness, giving credence to the theory 
that Mark wrote it in Rome with Peter.  Mark took trouble to explain Jewish customs, 
which suggests he was also writing for non-Jews.   

What of Luke and John?   For that you must get next month's "Faith Matters". Roger 
Bryant 
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Well! What Do You Know? 

The Kairos programme is a challenge to fresh thinking about our churches and our 
parishes. As part of this I'd like to invite you to revise your impression of the 
Mothers' Union (MU), the largest Christian charity in the world, with 3 million 
members in over 72 countries. 

The MU has undergone a great transformation in recent years, and is no longer the 
same as most people's image of it. Many people still assume it consists of small 
local groups of elderly women who frown on divorcees and who meet to exchange 
recipes and gossip. In reality it is very different. It is now open to all baptised 
Christians, including single, separated and divorced women, and there are even 
1,000 men members in this country. It also leads the way in social concern and in 
community service, in this country and abroad.  This means that the original name 
'Mothers' Union doesn't exactly reflect its membership, but it is hard to think of 
another name which would do. At least the name is a reminder of one of its main 
concerns, which is Christian marriage and family life. The modem MU is working 
hard to encourage and support parents, including single parents, and to promote 
conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children. 

So, what is the MU doing these days? A few examples, first from this country. It runs 
parenting programmes, and now has 300 facilitators trained to lead local parenting 
groups. It has volunteers in 48 hospitals, supporting the work of the Chaplains, and 
over 1,000 volunteers doing valuable work in 80 prisons. In most dioceses it runs 
'Away from it all' schemes to provide much-needed holiday, both for young families 
and for senior citizens who wouldn't normally be able to afford a break. It is in 
regular consultation with the Government and Parliament on family issues, and has 
been a leading voice on debt cancellation for the Jubilee Campaign. The National 
Missing Persons Helpline, which now receives 2,000 calls a day, started out as an 
MU Project, called 'Message Home'. Alongside all this is the considerable work 
being done by MU members in their own parishes, supporting the clergy, helping 
Baptism preparation, Marriage preparation and counselling, and more humdrum 
tasks like church cleaning and serving refreshments.  And what about abroad? 
Again, a few examples. The MU has 300 workers around the world. It runs Literacy 
and Development programmes in Burundi, Malawi and Sudan, giving women a 
chance to learn to read and write, and so to obtain work and to teach their children. 
These programmes so impressed the Comic Relief administrators that they 
awarded £780,000 over 5 years to support them, one of the largest grants ever 
made by the charity. It runs sewing and tailoring projects in India. It works among 
families devastated by AIDS in many parts of Africa. It also has representative 
status at the United Nations with the Commission for the Family. This year it is busy 
promoting the second United Nations International Year of the Family (the first was 
10 years ago). In our own diocese the MU has organised two Family Fun Days, at 
Robin Hill on the Isle of Wight on May 15th and at Fort Nelson on Portsdown Hill on 
September 18th. 

MU literature is now among the best produced by any Christian organisation. The 
current quarterly magazine, 'Home and Family', has articles on how parents cope 
with the death of a child, on the MU in Tanzania (where there are 500,000 
members!), on Early Learning Initiatives, on children receiving Holy Communion, on 
Fostering, and on adult children who return to live at home after University. There 
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are leaflets available on many subjects, like 'How to survive with your children in 
worship', and there are excellent Prayer Cards, praying for parents, for 
grandparents, and for the overseas work going on. 

Finally, the MU is firmly based on prayer and worship. A recent "Quiet Day" in Holy 
Week attracted over 50 MU members from the parishes on the Island. Members are 
linked around the world between local branches, in mutual prayer and support, 
many branches have a regular corporate Communion in their parish church, and 
there is a monthly diocesan Communion at 12 noon on the third Wednesday of 
every month, attended by an increasing number of members. Altogether the 21st 
century MU is something we should be proud of, and something for which we 
should give thanks. 

Bruce Carpenter, MU Diocesan Chaplain 

For any information on joining the Mothers' Union please contact Mrs. 
E.A.GILBERT, on 023/9245 2321. 

 

The Abseil 

This year was the first year I have had the chance to do the sponsored abseil for the 
church.  It was to raise funds to restore the church 
buildings.  It was very exiting, but very nerve racking, 
as it was a 220ft drop.  This year I was the youngest 
person doing the abseil (12 years old), which was a bit 
scarier, but I still did the abseil.  When we reached to 
the top, we put on the equipment (harness and hard 
hat).  Then we went down a level to practice using the 
equipment, by being tied to a metal fence.  Then we 
all lined up at the top, until we were called.  When I 
was called up, the rope was connected to my harness, 
right handed, so I had to climb back over the edge to 
reconnect the rope, as I am left handed.  And my Mum 
and Dad thought I had chickened out!  But when I got 
to the bottom I was really pleased because I had just 
abseiled 220ft down the side of a building.  But I was 

relieved to be back on the ground!  Holly Smith 
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Being a Mother/Spiritual Needs 

How many of us haven’t sat in a pew and been charmed by a baby or child sitting 
close by? even our own?  However, how much of the service have you 
remembered?  Mothers monitor behaviour rather than receive spiritual nourishment 
themselves.  But raising children takes years and that is too long to deny your 
spiritual longings.  These were the musings of Sue Delaney in The Tablet (17 July 
04).  She went on to say that at home, you can’t meditate while the child is awake.  
When the child sleeps, there are other things to do, including maybe falling asleep 
yourself - not surprising for a physically demanding job, especially if mum works 
outside the home as well.  She wondered if older mothers could become spiritual 
companions.  Her article set off a few letters in response.  One said we should live 
with our distractions and meet God there.  Another suggested that our children are a 
means to maturity, wisdom and insight and that spiritual opportunities abound? e.g., 
through hands-on serving, nurturing ourselves as we nurture others.  This is given 
maximum opportunity as we teach prayers to children at home and thus enhancing 
our own prayer life.  Who expects or needs solitude and silence, she asks.  

I for one.  And I remember one place where I got it when the children were small 
was while washing up, although at the time I remember my parish priest suggesting 
that I should concentrate on the job in hand.  In fact I could do that job on automatic 
pilot, but he probably could not, and I guess that is the point. As individuals our 
needs are different.  What speaks to one is different for another.  I would be willing 
to be a spiritual companion and accompany any who were interested, to go to a 
Taize service in Portsmouth Cathedral, 8pm 26th September or 31st October.  This is 
a reflective service with readings and singing simple chants, which originated in 
Taize, France, and lots of atmosphere.  Phone me on 023 9247 2489 to make 
arrangements.  Sybel Laird 

 

 

St. Faith’s Art Group 

It was sad to attend the funeral service at Havant Methodist Church on 6th August of 
Alan Eastwick who was a member of our group for approximately 18 months. 

Although he was struggling with a progressive illness and had limited mobility, he 
always showed a lively interest in his artwork and never failed in his quiet, smiling 
way to share his enthusiasm with other members of the group. 

He will be sorely missed. Derek Bowley 
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Questions and Answers 

Question:  "What is a Faculty and why do we need it?”  (This is in relation to getting 
work done in the church.  Why can't we, as a parish, just get somebody to do the 
job without a faculty?) 

Answer:  The faculty system exists to protect the Church’s heritage.  If, for example, 
the wrong paint was applied to church walls and irreparable damage ensued 
because they couldn’t ‘breathe’ properly, then who would be responsible?  The 
process of applying to the Chancellor of the Diocese for permission to decorate or 
affect the structure of the church is administered through the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee (DAC).  So any application for works goes to the DAC, and only when 
they give their approval can the proposal then go to the Chancellor for final 
approval.  The system is in the process of being simplified to reduce time, money 
and unnecessary administration, but it is still an important and vital system to 
protect churches from abuse – even well intentioned abuse! 

 

I Vow to Thee My Country 

Did you read what the Right Reverend Stephen Lowe, Bishop of Hulme, 
Manchester, wrote in a newsletter for the Manchester diocese?  “I will not sing the 
hymn, ‘I vow to thee my country all earthly things above’ despite the good tune.  I 
think it is heretical because a Christian’s ultimate responsibility and accountability is 
to God.  And this is where my unease is focused.  I see all humankind as my 
brothers and sisters.  I want to enjoy and celebrate the kaleidoscope of the world in 
which I live, not cut myself off from it.  Any notion of national superiority or fierce 
independence, while pouring scorn on our neighbours, is profoundly unchristian and 
wrong.” 

His newsletter went on to say “The belief that we can survive economically and 
politically on our own, and indeed that it is something to be proud of, is frankly 
foolish myth.  Undergirding it, I suspect is a deep-seated fear of difference, a wish 
for a white-dominated simple world of Englishness.” 

His attack on English nationalism, he says, was prompted by the flags that swept 
the country for St. George’s Day and Euro 2004 and by the commemoration of the 
60th anniversary of D-Day.  Bishop Lowe said that he believes the hymn is 
“dangerous” and added “My country, right or wrong, is not an appropriate sentiment 
for Christians to uphold.” 

Do you agree with the Bishop?  Following his argument, then we should ban “Rule 
Britannia” and “Land of Hope and Glory”.  Is there anything wrong with English 
nationalism?  Some would say that we don’t do enough of it. 

Source: Daily Mail 12 August 2004 
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Cosmo Gordon Lang and the miracle of "Blind Bartimaeus" 

This miracle appears in the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and Mark (10.v46).  It took 
place in Jericho where Jesus had been resting.  Lang describes how "the great feast 
was drawing near and the city was full of people on their way to Jerusalem, in all the 
mingled fervour of a religious holiday.  But the centre of excitement was the great 
Prophet of Galilee.  He was also going to Jerusalem." 

An eager and expectant crowd gathered around Him as He set off because they had 
heard of His words and works.  Included in their number was a blind beggar named 
Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus.  He sat by the wayside listening for the approach of 
Jesus, of whom he had heard such tales.  As the noise of the crowd increased, he 
realised that Jesus was passing by and he shouted "Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me."  He kept shouting but the crowd in its excitement rebuked him, telling 
him to be silent.  Still he kept shouting until Jesus became aware of him and 
commanded that he be brought to Him.   Someone in the crowd said to Bartimaeus, 
"Be of good cheer, arise, He calleth thee." 

Our Lord said, "What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?"   Bartimaeus replied, 
"Lord, that I might receive my sight."  Jesus said, "Go thy way, thy faith hath made 
thee whole."  Immediately, his sight was restored. Lang marvels, "How wonderful that 
a man's first sight should have been the face of Jesus."  Lang sees this miracle in the 
context of a crowd rather resentful of the intrusion of the blind beggar.   He was a 
hindrance, the crowd wanted to surround and follow Jesus.  They did not want to 
share Him with the beggar and yet now Bartimaeus is walking with the crowd, loudly 
glorifying God. 

Lang says that the blind man is a beggar because he cannot be master of himself.  
"His steps are uncertain, there comes a time when he is helpless and depends on the 
guidance or pity of others."  Our spiritual blindness beggars us.   It robs us of 
sureness and confidence.  Lang asks how the light of Jesus can reach our eyes.  By 
faith is his answer.  Lang reasons that, "We must have an eager desire for sight; the 
belief that Jesus can give it and that He is present to give; and the actual coming to 
Him to claim."  We need Jesus - the Light of the World - to give us clear sight of the 
final truth.  Amen.  Roger Bryant 

 

 

Women's Wisdom 
And there's more!  In fact, just three more captions from postcards.  Joy Bryant 
"If women didn't exist, all the money in the world would have no meaning!" 
"Indecision is the key to flexibility!" 
"When I count my blessings, I count you twice!" 
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Island Idyll 

Sometimes a chance remark can bring about an unexpected chain of thought in the 
mind of the listener.  So it was with me last Sunday (8 August) when Martin 
Poliszczuk mentioned that he had just returned from a most enjoyable holiday in 
Cephalonia (also called Kefalonia and the 
largest of the Greek Ionian Islands) some fifty 
one years ago – a visit, which Martin said, 
was still remembered by the people there.  My 
visit was in August 1953 when Cephalonia 
suffered a devastating earthquake.  I was 
serving in one of the RN ships swiftly 
despatched there by the Commander-in-Chief 
– Lord Louis Mountbatten – after news of the 
first tremendous shock.  Soon I was ashore in 
Argostoli, with many others, doing our best to help.  Following the initial response by 
the RN, much equipment and stores were landed, including the component parts of 
Nissen huts.  It then became my task, together with another shipwright and a small 
team of stokers, to erect as many Nissen huts as possible for use of the many 
families whose homes were now nothing but heaps of rubble.  There were two or 
three other groups on similar tasks. 

The sun blazed overhead, the temperature 
was in the high 90s, I was not one who courted 
a tan, and I had never put up a Nissen hut on 
rough stony ground in my life – and I had 
never before experienced an earthquake 
tremor – but there’s a first time for everything.  
Anyway, over the days that followed, helped by 
regular libations of local wine, we built a 
number of habitable temporary dwellings.  I 
can’t remember how long we toiled in the sun, 

but I do remember my earnest discussion with a fellow chippy about how to lay out 
fair corners for the huts – we used the 3, 4, 5, method – thanks due to a very 
ancient Greek. 

We had arrived after the first major shock, but there followed many after shocks and 
tremors which shook down those few buildings and walls which had remained 
standing, leaving Argostoli completely in ruins.  These tremors were enough for me, 
I certainly would not have relished experiencing the first major shock which, so it 
was said, caused the water in the harbour to rush completely out seawards and 
then surge back in a huge tidal wave. 

I met and talked with many local people whilst I was there – most could speak some 
English – they all expressed their thanks for our help and assistance.  However, I 
did feel that there were some deep animosities remaining among them from the 
wartime occupation and the troubled post war period.  Thankfully that troubled 
period is now well in the past and Cephalonia is once again a unique and blessed 
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isle.   John Bradey 

 

Kairos: Property Development Group & Cluster Progress 

The parish of Havant has begun its participation in Kairos.  Fortnightly meetings of 
the ‘Cluster’ group began in July where Victoria Smith, Martin Poliszczuk, Fr David 
Williams and Fr David Gibbons representing St Faith and St Nicholas, Havant, 
joined others from the parishes of St Mary, St Andrew and St Peter, Hayling Island, 
St James, Emsworth and St Thomas, Warblington. 

Within the parish a group, called the Property and Development Group, is assisting 
in the work of Kairos.  Our first priority is to undertake an internal audit.  This 
consists of: 

 The Buildings Questionnaire 

 A Property and Finance Audit (see page 17) 

 A SWOT analysis of all our buildings (SWOT means 
Strengths/Weakness/Opportunities/Threats)  

 A Spirituality audit 

 An audit of People and Ministry 

The first three are complete and are on display on the Kairos Notice board in 
church.  The last two are due for completion by the end of September, and we will 
need your assistance to complete this audit, in the shape of another questionnaire, 
which is currently being devised.  Thank you for your help. 

The purpose of gathering this information is to enable us to assess our strengths as 
a community and to recognise our potential as well as our needs. 

In the second and largest part of the Kairos Research process we will examine the 
needs of the Community.  This phase of the research begins in September.  By 
meeting with various community leaders we will establish the ways in which we may 
be able to respond to the community’s needs.  This in turn informs the way we 
organize ourselves in order to most effectively meet those identified needs for which 
we are uniquely able to respond. 

 

The Innocent 

A small boy, seeing a funeral passing, asked what was in the coffin.  On being told, 
'A body', asked, "If there's room do they put the head in as well?"
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THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding receptions 
as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage Restaurant 
offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally produced, fresh 
ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat uniquely the Hotel has a  
wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines direct to the public. 
Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings are held throughout 
the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
 

From the Registers – August 
 

 
14th Marriage of David Clarke 
 and Carla Smith 
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From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

B GROVES 
Brickwork & Plastering 

for 

 
all your home and garden improvements 

 

Tel: 023 9234 7326 
Mobile: 07752 679060 

Thank you to our printers, MERCURY GRAPHICS 1A Brockhampton Lane, HAVANT 

Telephone: 023 9249 9162 for all your printing needs 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care. 
Hampshire County Council Accredited 

 42 East Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1AQ 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

60 DRAYTON LANE, DRAYTON, PORTSMOUTH PO6 1HG 

Tel: 023 9264 4216 or 023 9237 9814 

 

 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 3473 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

CARPET trends LTD
 

SPECIALISTS IN CARPETS, VINYL, LAMINATES & HARDWOODS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

FREE FITTING ON MOST CARPETS 
43 West Street  70 Palmerston Road 
Havant PO9 1LA Southsea PO5 3PT 
Tel: 023 9249 8881             Tel: 023 9273 6363 
Fax: 023 9249 8881             Fax: 023 9273 6363 

10% Discount 

when you show 

this magazine 
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St Faith’s September 2004 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.Dismal phase for a cheating gambler 

(8) 
24.Antibodies sly in action (5) 

 

Across 
 1.Confused tangs of anxiety (5) 
 4.Bird found by American porter(6) 
 8.Reckless young man to rush out of 

this place (8) 
 9.Gamble for a boat on the river(4) 
10.Writer proclaimed sound of river 

(3) 
11.Countrywide service not well 

received by all (8) 
14.Starting price frozen then hotted 

up (6) 
16.Pointed way to irritate and annoy 

(6) 
18.Kept in principal one of five rulers 

(8) 
20.Unfashionable in the open (3) 
21.Story teller losing ending becomes 

dour and gloomy (4) 
23.£500 animal at the racecourse say 

(6) 

Down  
 1.Before the mail for an early bet (8) 
 3.Art comes back to one formerly an 

apprentice (7) 
 6.Covering on bird for the table (5) 
12.Lion tamer at Roman circus? (9) 
15.To bedraggle five hundred disorderly 

people (7) 
18.Turn up on border for religious 

festival (5) 
19.A guiding spirit sounds new to some 

people (5) 

 2.Bush telegraph reveals source of 
wine (9) 

 5.Any isle can be made delightful (7) 
 7.Confine a learner concerning 

punishment (5) 
13.Write identifying sign on military HQ 

(8) 
17.A chat and a lie could be correct 

and honest (7) 
 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 
Answers to the editor by 15

th
 September please! 

Answers to August 2004 Crossword 
Across: 1.Comet, 4.Amoral, 8.Ringtail, 9.Vice, 10.Asp, 11.Nonsense, 14.Nuance, 16.Patina, 18.Sedition, 20.Lot, 
21.Beef, 22.Evildoer, 23.Presto, 24.Domed. 
 Down: 1.Curtains, 2.Monoplane, 3.Titanic, 5.Milksop, 6.Raven, 7.Locke, 12.Stillroom, 13.Bartered, 15.Entreat, 

17.Annelid, 18.Sleep, 19.Defoe. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Judith Williams, with other entries from 
Angela Collyer, Mary Harfield, Marion Simmons, Ruth Tunks and Joy Utting. 

1 
 

 2   3  4 5   6  7 6 

 1  1  1     6  7 

8        9 9    

 1  1  1        

10    11      12   

 1  1  1    1  1 13 

14     15  16 17     

 1  1   15 1  1  1  

16 18  19      17 20   

       1  1  1  

21     22        

       1  1  1  

24 23       24     
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Word Search  - People in the Bible 

Can you find the names of the people in the Bible in the grid below?  Words may be 
read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Colin 
Carter 

 

ABEL DAVID ISAAC MARK 
ADAM ELAH JACOB MARY 
AHAB ELI JAEL MOSES 
AMOS ESAU JOB NOAH 
ANNA EVE JOHN PAUL 
BAAL EZRA KISH RUTH 
BARAK GAD LEAH SARAH 
BEL HAGAR LEVI SHEBA 
CAIN HAM LOT URIEL 
DAN HIEL LUKE ZADOK 

 
 

E A U A Z S G A L E V I C L N 

D Z B R H A L E A J M A U K O 

U R I E L O A J O O A K R A A 

A H B S T H A H S S A C I R Z 

B A N H O J U K I S H A O A A 

E K U L A M B A H E M I M B O 

C A I D E E A A S C L Z O Y D 

M A R V L B H Y A E A J S I L 

D M E M A D A I G L L U V R U 

L A A Z O A N N O A Z A R A J 

O R V R R S H A N G D A H I R 

K U L I Y A E O J A Z A A A E 

B T U H A R A S N Y G A G A M 

A H A O N Z K O D A Z Y D A P 

A E P L U K R A R B A C H O J 
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IDWAL – Inter Diocesan West Africa Link 

Pam LeGoaziou is our representative for this link to West Africa.  We have recently 
formed a link to the parish of St John the Divine in Nsawam, Ghana.  As it happens 
their priest, the Ven. Felix Annuncy (who is also Archdeacon of Koforidua) is a friend 
of my father, the Ven. Kenneth Gibbons – it’s a small world!  Their friendship is 
purely coincidental and of no consequence in our link to Nsawam, which was set up 
by the Diocese of Portsmouth’s IDWAL co-ordinator. 

The link gives us the chance to learn about the church in Ghana and the community 
of Nsawam, as well as the Diocese of Koforidua.  Pam is set to visit Koforidua in 
October and we look forward to hearing about her trip on her return.  The link also 
gives us the chance to be helped by the church of Ghana and for us to help them.  
Perhaps there are resources available to them of which we are ignorant and vice-
versa.  We shall see. 

One of the aims with the links we have set up this year, such as this one, the Mercy 
Ships, Christian Aid, Rod and Glenda Thomas in Japan and Mission to Seafarers is 
to understand more about these areas of mission we support financially.  It is my 
hope that by also supporting them in prayer and learning more about their work we 
will be able to increase the amount we support them as a whole. 

 

Prayers 

It has been suggested we have a prayer page in the Magazine.  Maybe, if there is a 
favourite prayer you have, you can share it with us.  The children are very good at 
writing their prayers, so let’s have some please.  If you can let Colin Carter have 
them.  Here are a couple to start off with (the second will appear in next month’s 

magazine).  Jenny Sagrott 

The Kairos Prayer 

God of all time, 

God beyond and behind time 

May we know what is too late, 

And what is too soon. 

May we always recognise 

The right time 

In the light of 

Your timeless love. Amen 
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Kairos - Buildings & Finance Audit 

As part of the Kairos process the Property Development Group has completed a 
Buildings & Finance Audit of the properties owned by St. Faith’s Church. 

Building Use Income/Expenditure 

Forecast for 2004 

Church Services and Concerts £0/£23,215 running 
costs, maintenance, 
utilities & insurance 

Church Hall Art Class, Dog Training, Archery, 
Emsworth Flower Society, Havant 
Orchestra, Glenhurst School, Sunday 
Club, Children’s Parties, Functions, 
Christian Aid 

£4,000 from hiring/ 
£4,300 running costs, 
maintenance, utilities & 
insurance 

Church House Day Nursery, SSAFA Office, Parish 
Office, Brownies,  Gamblers & Alcoholics 
Anonymous, PCC Meetings, Local 
Residents Association 

£14,500 from hiring 
/£3,100 running costs, 
maintenance, utilities & 
insurance   

Coach House Parish Shop £500 from hiring/ £700 
maintenance 

Rectory Rector £0/£4,000 utilities and 
maintenance 

No.1 
Churchfields 

Clergy £0/£1,700 utilities and 
maintenance 

No.2 
Churchfields 

Verger £0/£1,960 utilities and 
maintenance 

Christchurch 
Centre 

Medical Practice £15,000 from leasing 
/£600 maintenance 

Christchurch 
Bungalow 

Let £6,030 from rent/ 
£1,100 maintenance 

St. Nicholas 
Chapel 

One Service per month for Langstone 
Congregation 

£0/£821 maintenance 
and insurance 

2-4 North 
Street 

Jewellery & Sue Ryder Shops, Private 
Accommodation 

£19,250 from leasing/ 
£660 maintenance 

The Net Income forecast for the properties in 2004 is £17,124, subject to no urgent 
repairs being required.  A zero income is shown for the Church and the Chapel as 
no income is received for the property.  Money received from Gift Aid and the 
Restoration Fund is accounted separately.  
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From the Editor 

This month’s word search (page 15) is ‘People in the Bible’.  There are many 
names, I am sure, that you will not recognise.  Neither would I, until I was browsing 
in the Salisbury Cathedral shop after the cream tea, during the Summer Outing 
(page 20) when I, and other parishioners, discovered and purchased, a reasonably 
priced book at £7.99 on ‘Who’s Who in the Bible’.  It is a Reader’s Digest book in 
colour.  More than 500 people, Aaron to Job’s friend Zophar, are profiled in 
alphabetical entries.  At the head of each biography is the pronunciation, original 
language, and meaning (if known) of the name.  Followed is a summary and 
interpretation of that person’s story, complete with biblical citations and cross-
references to related entries.  Towards the end of the book there is an alphabetical 
list of ‘Everyone in the Bible’, listing more than 3,400 people named in the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, and the Apocrypha, with a reference to the Book, 
Chapter and Verse.  A most interesting book. 

Are you replacing or getting new carpets? – then take a look at our new advertiser 
on page 13.  Carpet Trends is offering a 10% discount when you show the 
magazine ‘Faith Matters’ when you place an order. 

Last month, Beryl and I went to Suffolk to visit her sister in Lowestoft.  The history of 
the cathedral for Suffolk, St. Edmundsbury in Bury St. Edmunds, goes back over 
1,000 years.  The death of Edmund, King of East Angles, at the hands of the Danes 
in 869 led to the building of an abbey to the martyred monarch, who became 
regarded as a saint.  The church became a Cathedral in 1914 when the Diocese of 
St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich was formed.  A four-year building project will 
complete this year with the creation of a 150-ft Gothic Tower, completion of the 
North Transept, extending the Cloisters and a new chapel.  If you are in the area it 
is well worth a visit. 

This month there are another 24 inside pages in the magazine.  Do please continue 
to let me have your articles, questions you want answered and your views on the 
Bishop’s banning of “I Vow to Thee My Country” on page 7.  Look at “For Your 
Diary” on page 19 and see what a good variety of events are planned right up until 
April 2005.  I am sure you will find something that will interest you.  Colin Carter 

 

Correspondence Column 

Thank you very much for the wonderful response and kindness shown in giving and 
lending items for our temporary accommodation while on leave from Japan.  As a 
family we would all like to say how grateful we are. Thank you.  

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
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For Your Diary 

Date Time Event Where/Cost 

Saturday 4 Sep 3pm End of Summer Party Rectory 

Monday 6 Sep 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Tuesday 7 Sep 8pm PDG Meeting Rectory 

Thursday 9 Sep 8pm Worship Group Rectory 

Friday 10 Sep 8pm Men’s Group Football  Leisure Centre 

Saturday 11 Sep 10am-6pm Sponsored Bike Ride & 
Walk 

Churches in the 
Diocese 

Monday 13 Sep 7.30pm MyersBriggs Workshop Rectory 

Sunday 19 Sep 2.30pm Farm Walk  Colin Hedley’s 
Farm/£3 & £1child 

Wednesday 22 Sep 7.30pm Deanery Synod tba 

Thursday 23 Sep tba Quiet Day Catherington  

Thursday 30 Sep 7.30pm Churches Together Church House 

Saturday 2 October 7.30pm Annual Cancer 
Research UK Quiz 

Church  Hall/tba 

Sunday 3  October 12-noon Harvest Festival 
Sunday Lunch 

Church Hall/tba 

Friday 8 October 8pm Men’s Group  tba 

Friday 29 October tba Magic Circle St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 6 Nov 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Tuesday 9 Nov 6.45pm “George M” King’s Theatre/tba 

Friday 12 Nov 8pm Men’s Group Quiz tba 

Saturday 13 Nov 7.30pm Animal Magic 
(Our Church Choirs) 

St .Faith’s Church/ 
£6 &£2 children 

Saturday 27 Nov 7.30pm Bell ringers Dinner Church Hall/tba 

Sunday 28 Nov 6.30pm Churches Together 
Advent Carol Service 

St. Faith’s Church 

Tuesday 30 Nov tba Christingle St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 4 Dec 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Friday 10 Dec 8pm Men’s Group Curry tba 

Tuesday 14 Dec tba Carol Concert Warblington School 

Thursday 6 Jan 05 8pm Parish Epiphany Dinner Bear Hotel 

Friday 14 Jan 05  8pm Men’s Group tba 

Tuesday 8 Feb 05 6pm Pancake Party Church Hall 

Friday 11 Feb 05  8pm Men’s Group Ten-pin 
Bowling 

tba 

Saturday 19 Feb 05 7pm Murder, Mystery Church Hall 

Friday 11 March 8pm Men’s Group  tba 

Saturday 19 March 7.30pm Church Quiz Church Hall 

Saturday 26 March 6pm Sedar Meal Church Hall 

Saturday 2 April 10am Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 
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Summer Outing to Wilton House & Salisbury Cathedral 

On Saturday 17 July, 21 parishioners set off by Flyght Travel coach at 10.10am from 
the old Post Office in Havant to Wilton House. 

Wilton House stands on the site of a ninth century nunnery founded by King Alfred.  
This, in turn, was replaced by a 
twelfth century Benedictine 
abbey which, with its surrounding 
lands, was surrendered at the 
time of the Dissolution of the 
monasteries, to King Henry VIII, 
who gave them to William 
Herbert around 1542.  Wilton 
House has remained in the family 
since that time and is the home 
of the Earl of Pembroke. 

We visited the Old Riding School 
and saw an introductory 20 
minutes film ‘Noblesse Oblige’ 
that gave the history of the 
house.  This was followed by a tour of the recreated Tudor Kitchen, (complete with 
‘ghost’ and a ‘live’ rat!). The house contained many splendid Staterooms, including 
the magnificent Double Cube room, which houses a collection of Van Dyck 
paintings.  Throughout the house there were paintings by Rembrandt, Brueghei and 
Reynolds as well as Roman, Greek and 17th century sculpture from the Arundel and 
Mazarin collections.  There was the Pembroke Palace Dolls House designed in 
1907 by Sir Neville Wilkinson, who also built Titania's Palace.  Modelled on features 
from the main House, he copied many of the paintings 

Most parishioners had brought a picnic lunch and had it in the beautiful gardens.  
The weather was warm with long sunny periods and ideal for enjoying the tranquillity 
of the river with the ducks.  After the picnic many walked alongside the River Nadder 
from the Palladian Bridge, past the Victorian boathouse, Egyptian column and 
loggia, around the Woodland Walk, Water Garden, Whispering Seat, Old English 
Rose garden and the huge children's adventure playground. 

Separate from the house was a room showing past times.  It included a Victorian 
Laundry, extracts from newspapers from the Second World War, details of the D-
Day landings, and many other interesting relics. 

During World War I, Wilton House was used as a hospital, and in World War II, it 
was the Headquarters for Southern Command.   
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At 4pm, we departed Wilton House for Salisbury 
Cathedral and had a cream tea in the restaurant under 
its glass roof, with views to the spire soaring 404 ft. 
above us.  The restaurant looks like a conservatory 
built between two walls. (Many parishioners 
commented how nice it would be if St. Faith’s could 
have something similar). 

Adjacent to the restaurant, purchases were made in 
the Cathedral Shop, which had a wide range of 
confectionery, souvenirs, gifts and books. 

The cathedral was started in 1220 and completed in 
1258, with the Spire, the tallest in England (404ft) 
added a generation later.  It was built to reflect the 
glory of God in stone and glass.  It has always been a 
setting for great occasions, for huge colourful 

processions, a majestic and awe-inspiring church - for over 775 years 

After tea, we had time to quickly look around the cathedral, before the 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong.  We sat in the 
South Quire Aisle alongside the 
choir of St. Peter’s in Limpsfield, 
Kent (the cathedrals own choir 
was singing at Chichester 
Cathedral). 

After evensong, it was time to 
depart, and we arrived back at 
the old Post Office at 7.25pm, 
reflecting on a wonderful day’s 
outing that was organised 
superbly by Sandra Haggan. 

Colin Carter 

 

From a Church Bulletin 

Tonight's sermon will be "What is hell".  Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Fr. Charles Keay (Curate) Fr. David Williams (Curate) 

Prof Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Sue Casey (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter (Budget Co-ordinator) Dr Chris Churcher-Brown  

Mrs Fiona Hedley Mrs Anne Plater Martin Poliszczuk 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Miss Peggy Sparks Mrs Carmen Stuart  

 Mr Robert Wilson 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Mrs Shirley Caunter & Mrs Jill Lovett 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Budget Co-ordinator, 

Treasurer, Secretary. 

Finance Committee oversees the general financial affairs of St. Faith's by monitoring 
income and expenditure, budgeting and co-ordinating the annual review of the 
Christian Stewardship of money through planned giving.  Members: Standing 

Committee, Budget Co-ordinator & Alan Hakim. 

Buildings Management Committee attends to the use, repair and development of 
all parish buildings, including St. Faith’s church.  Members: Robert Wilson 
(Chairman)(1&2 Churchfields), Peter Appleby (Secretary)(Christchurch Bungalow), 
Sandra Haggan (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Peggy Sparks (2-4 North Street), Barry Hudson, Lisa Roonan, 
Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, David 
Atcheson, Colin Carter, Simon Creasy, Colin Hedley, Barry Hudson, Sybel 
Laird, Martin Poliszczuk, Lisa Roonan, Victoria Smith, Claire Toole. 

Structural Planning and Restoration Committee oversights the implementation of 
the Quinquennial Report and improvements to the church.  It is also responsible for 
the organ. Members: Chris Churcher-Brown (Chairman), Carmen Stuart, Peter 
Appleby (Secretary). 

Restoration Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting (Chairman), Ken Bracher, 

Mary Bracher, Ann Buckley, Joan Burrows, Kevin Edwards, Sara Freeston 
(Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Fr. Charles Keay, Anne Plater, Martin Poliszczuk, 
Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy Utting. 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE Tel: 023 9249 2129 

Open:- Monday & Friday 9am - 12 noon 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vickie Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Judith Williams 023 9234 3020 

Parish Office Administrator Ms Georgie Black 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9247 9694 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr Edward Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs Edna Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Flowers for High Altar Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Deborah Creasy 023 9249 8828 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or 
use the Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)   023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mr Peter Appleby 
 023 9247 8499 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Saturday 4th September 2.00pm  Marriage of David Shaw & Paula Wilkins 

Sunday 5th September 8.00am Holy Communion (quiet, meditative service 

TRINITY XIII  no singing) 
 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE praying for our link to 
  the church in Nsawam, Ghana 
  (Lively, sung service for all ages) 
 6.30pm Evensong (sung service from the Book of 
  Common Prayer) 

Sunday 12th September 8.00am Holy Communion 

TRINITY XIV 9.15am Sunday Club and Creche in Church House 
              (for children of Primary School age or below) 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Evensong 

Tuesday 14th September 11.00am Healing Service at Petersfield Road, 
  Methodist Church 

Saturday 18th September 1.30pm  Marriage of Peter Hassell & Madeleine Tunks 
 2.30pm  Marriage of Mark Taylor & Veronica Newman 

Sunday 19th September 8.00am Holy Communion 

TRINITY XV 9.15am Sunday Club and Creche in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 12-noon Baptism of Molly Farmer & Georgina 
  Wyndham-Farmer 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 26th September 8.00am Holy Communion 

TRINITY XVI 9.15am Sunday Club and Creche in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 3rd October 8.00am Holy Communion 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE for HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday  9.15am Eucharist  
 9.45am Healing Prayers 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (BCP) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


