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From the Rector  
For my birthday last month friends of ours took Susan and me out to dinner.  We 
enjoyed a most wonderful evening.  Everything about it was superb, from the 
conversation and food to the background music of the pianist and service.  Earlier 
that day, this time at my daughter’s birthday party, I had helped clear up the 
leftovers from thirteen excited 6 year olds.  In our different ways we had eaten more 
than we needed, had a wonderful time and celebrated the passing of another year.  
It’s easy to take such parties for granted:  They are so readily available to us that, 
even though their financial burden is not insignificant, we feel as though we should 
have them.  It is as if we would be failing our children not to give them or our 
nearest and dearest a good party.  And of course it is right that we mark and 
celebrate a birthday, but I wonder if the time is not coming that we ask ourselves 
about how our western world of plenty fits with the experience of the ‘two-thirds’ 
world of poverty. 

This month, as I am sure you have heard by now, the MakePovertyHistory 
campaign focuses its attention upon Edinburgh, where the leaders of the G8, the 
world’s most powerful and richest nations meet.  Tony Blair has a unique role this 
year, as he hosts the G8 summit of world leaders and holds the presidency of the 
European Union (EU).  Urgent action from the prime minister could improve the 
lives of millions of poor people around the world who live on less than 60 pence a 
day. 

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY wants people to call on Tony Blair to: 

 change the rules and practices of unjust trade  

 cancel poor countries’ debts and  

 deliver more and better aid.  

Christian Aid has joined together with Comic Relief, Oxfam, CAFOD, churches, 
trades unions and a host of celebrities and organisations in what could become the 

most powerful coalition ever against world poverty: MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY.  

'2005 is a year of great opportunity. If everyone who wants to see an end to poverty, hunger and suffering speaks out, 
then the noise will be deafening. Politicians will have to listen.'                                        Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Please keep the aims and ambitions of this campaign in your thoughts and prayers, 
and make your contribution as you can.  Send a card to the prime minister asking 
him to act, and be an advocate to your friends of the need to reform our trade rules.  
If we all feel this way, we will influence our leaders. 

This campaign is about justice for the poor and love of neighbour.  Is that not the 
very heart of the Gospel?  Is this not exactly what Jesus proclaimed at every step as 
he healed the sick and taught in the streets and synagogues?  Let us pray this 
opportunity will not be lost.  David 

About The Parish  

Watching Tony Blair on television during this year's General Election made me realise 
how things have changed during my lifetime.  When I was a child, Winston Churchill 
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was our Prime Minister at a time of mortal danger to our nation.  His brilliant 
leadership and wonderful oratory inspired the people of this country to great deeds of 
sacrifice and heroism.  But I could not imagine Churchill going into a schoolroom to 
be quizzed by children about his performance as a Prime Minister!  We had a 
coalition government of Conservatives and Labour during the Second World War but 
once it ended in Europe in 1945, a General Election was called, although we were still 
at war with Japan.  The Labour Deputy Prime Minister, Clement Attlee was swept into 
power with a huge majority by the "servicemen's vote" to give us a land fit for heroes, 
not the grinding poverty of the 1930s.  I must say that we children were astonished 
that the wonderful and charismatic Churchill had lost to the rather ordinary and plain 
Attlee.   
History has deservedly treated the latter very well because he was an outstanding 
politician and the first of the modern Prime Ministers.  The greatest strategist of the 
Second World War and Churchill's principal military advisor, Field Marshall Lord 
Alanbrooke, wrote in his published diary an account of Attlee's first cabinet meeting 
on 7 August 1945.  He wrote, "I was very impressed by the efficiency with which 
Attlee ran his cabinet.  There was not the same touch of genius as with Winston but 
there were more businesslike methods.  We kept to the agenda and he maintained 
complete order with a difficult crowd.  Our work was quickly and efficiently 
completed."     
Attlee was a taciturn, terse man who answered questions from journalists with a yes 
or no, never elaborating!  On one occasion a young Richard Crossman, whose 
mother was a very influential figure in the Labour Party, had returned from Egypt and 
kept badgering to see the Prime Minister.  Eventually, Attlee was persuaded to see 
him and Crossman was told he would have just 20 minutes with the Prime Minister.  
When he was ushered in and after the briefest of greetings, the young man launched 
into a description of the political situation in the Middle East watched by a silent and 
impassive Attlee.  After 10 minutes, Crossman paused for breath expecting some 
comment from Attlee but there was none.  He then rushed through the rest of his 
report and his 20 minutes was up.   To his great delight Attlee finally spoke “And tell 
me my boy, how is your dear mother?"  Almost before he could reply, Crossman was 
ushered out! 
Father David spoke in his annual report in April about voting in the General Election 
and the need to consider how Jesus would have voted.  None of the three major 
political parties has a monopoly of Christianity or social conscience.    We are, of 
course, very fortunate that our Member of Parliament, David Willetts, is a strong 
supporter of this church.  Please always exercise your vote; people have died for this 
right.  We have a splendid example of someone in St Faith's who has done much to 
contribute to the work of this church and who takes an active part in the political 
process in the Borough of Havant.  She was elected to the Council at this last election 
with a handsome majority.  This charming and talented lady is, of course, Ann 
Buckley. Roger Bryant 
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A Day out for the Bellringers’ from St John at Hackney 

One of the many enjoyable things about bellringing is the opportunity to ring at other 
churches and meet fellow ringers.  That’s why the Hackney ringers have a day out 
each year when we ring at around six towers in a day.  So on 9 April eighteen 
intrepid ringers from Hackney and our friends from St Botolph’s Aldgate set out for a 
day on the south coast. 

Each of the towers had very different characteristics.  For instance Stoughton – a 
lovely Saxon church on the Downs - had five very ancient bells set anti-clockwise 
and with a very long drop between roof and ringer which makes them hard to ring.  
Apparently, they also have problems with bats flitting about during ringing too!  In 
contrast East Meon, a spectacular Norman church in a lovely village, had a ring of 
ten which was good practice for us since we’re now a ten bell tower at St John’s.  
We also rang at three towers with eight bells – at St Faith’s Havant, Westbourne 
and Catherington, which were all interesting in different ways, and we started with a 
six bell tower in the charming harbour village of Bosham, where King Canute’s 
daughter is reputed to be buried. 

We also managed to visit two pubs and my mum and dad who live in Havant very 
kindly gave us a slap -up tea as an energy boost- it’s a lot of ringing for one day!  
We were delighted to meet the Rector of Havant there, the Rev David Gibbons who 
joined us for tea.  He brought a Swedish friend with him, the Rev Jan Stenberg, a 
vicar from Stockholm.  It was very interesting to meet him but I wonder what he 
made of us! 

We are very grateful to everyone to all the people who agreed to let us ring at their 
towers.  Thank you Barbara Skilleter in Havant, I look forward to ringing with you 
once more when I am visiting Havant again.   

We should be delighted to return your hospitality should any ringers ever want to 
join us in Hackney.  Hugo Deadman 

On Sunday 10th July 2005, the bells at St. Faith will be rung at 5pm as part of the 
National Celebration in Commemoration of the end of World War II.  This is part of a 
national ringing event and it is hoped that all 5,929 towers in the British Isles will be 
ringing out at the same time!  That will mean 39,268 ringers all ringing together! 
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Bill Searle RIP 

Warblington Church was full including a goodly number of parishioners from St 
Faith's, for the funeral on 8th June of Bill Searle, beloved husband of Valentine.   He 
was a unique man whose life was a testimony to traditional ways and values.   His 
work on a farm gave him an intimacy with nature which influenced him throughout a 
very full life.  He had a farmer's sensitivity to weather and took nothing for granted, 
double checking forecasts in the Media with his own reading of a comprehensive 
range of instruments.  He was his own man, who rebelled against anything, however 
contemporary, which challenged his traditional principles.  He was an exemplary 
husband and father, lavishing love and attention on his family, who were always 
paramount in his life.  The lovely Valentine, Sandra, Linda and Stephen are living 
tributes to their remarkable father.  Bill was a very special man and those of us who 
knew him, however slightly, have been privileged.    

 

 

William Searle 
We would like to express our thanks to all our friends for their kind words, cards and 
letters, prayers and attendance at the funeral of Bill, it has been a great comfort to 
us all at this difficult time. 

Valentine Searle, Sandra, Linda, Stephen & family 
 

From the Registers 
  
 8th  Funeral of Bill Searle  
  St. Thomas á Becket, 
  Warblington 
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The Boyhood of Jesus 

I realised too late that in June's "Faith Matters" I had written Matthew and Mark, 
instead of Matthew and Luke, as the only Gospels recording the birth of Jesus.   
Many apologies!  Last month we left the Blessed Mother Mary betrothed to Joseph 
and, according to texts in the East, about to join his household in the company and 
protection of five other virgins.  This version was not accepted in the West where 
accounts have Mary joining Joseph on her own.  However, all versions recorded that 
there was an actual wedding ceremony, depicted in many early paintings, and that 
Joseph departed soon after to ply his trade as an itinerant carpenter, leaving Mary to 
fend alone in a strange house.  In his absence, the Annunciation occurs which is well 
documented in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew.  However, only in the former is it 
said that the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary in Joseph's house in distant Galilee.  
According to Luke, he said,"...thou hast found favour with God and, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus....." 

The apocryphal texts tell us that Mary went into the courtyard to draw water early in 
the morning, and was confronted by a young man who said he was a messenger 
from God.  He pursued the terrified girl into the house where he spoke the words 
reported by Luke.  As her pregnancy developed, she visited Elizabeth, thought to 
have been the cousin of Joseph, who was pregnant herself for the first time, although 
of mature years.  She gave Mary advice and comfort.   When Joseph returned, he 
was hurt and bewildered, because, according to the texts in the East, he had been 
put on trust by the Chief Priest not to consummate the marriage until Mary was of 
more mature years.  This version was not accepted in the West.  However, all 
accounts say that an angel came to Joseph with the revelation that Mary was bearing 
the child of the Holy Spirit and we know the tale of the birth of Jesus from the 
Gospels.  

We now look at what the apocryphal texts tell us about the arrival of the Magi.   We 
looked at this in "Faith Matters" last December and January but the texts (and the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) tell us a somewhat different story.  The Gospels tell us that 
they arrived 12 days after the birth but accounts in the West say that Jesus was a 
little more than one year old when the Magi arrived to pay homage.   Texts in the 
East, however, say that a period of two years had elapsed from the birth of Jesus and 
some medieval accounts are so specific that they put the period at two years twelve 
days!  Certainly, two years would seem to accord with Matthew's Gospel which refers 
to Jesus as the young child at the time of the Magi and tells us that "King Herod sent 
soldiers forth to kill all young children in Bethlehem, and the coasts thereof, from two 
years old and under". 

The texts tell us that an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in his sleep and warned 
him to depart because Herod was seeking to destroy the young child.   Joseph left at 
night with Mary and Jesus on a donkey.  A few medieval paintings show a babe in 
swaddling clothes but the great majority show a young child.   The family had a 
journey of some four days to cover the 80 miles to reach the southern border of 
Judea where Herod's authority ended.  They were at most danger on the first day 
because horsemen would soon have overtaken a donkey.   However many others 
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were fleeing from the bloodbath including Elizabeth, whose son was destined to be 
John the Baptist, and, as we shall see next month, in the confusion the Holy Family 

escapes. Roger Bryant 

 

 

Week of Accompanied Prayer – 24
 
April to 1

 
May 2005 (Bedhampton, 

Havant and Hayling Island Parishes) 

All those taking part met at St. Peter’s Church, Hayling Island at the beginning of the 
Prayer Week.  The atmosphere created by the organizers was at once conducive to 
the subsequent meditation on a verse from St. John’s Gospel.  A simple relaxation 
exercise preceded it, which enabled me to participate in the meditation in a very 
meaningful way.  We met our prayer guides – I felt an immediate affinity with mine 
and knew that I was going to enjoy the week.  That same evening I found my quiet 
place in my own home, lit a candle and talked to God in a way which I had never 
been able to previously.  I could not have imagined it would be so simple. I was 
reminded of a very amusing incident at the initial meeting – one of the organizers 
had a stuffed parrot (artificial!) which he put on his shoulder with the intention of 
showing us that we should not listen to the ‘parrot on our own shoulder’ telling us 
how we should go about our praying.  We were to sweep it off our shoulder before 
we began – he did this with one single dramatic gesture and the parrot fell to the 
floor!  This could not have been a better way for me to understand what is meant by 
private prayer, and was in itself an answer to my own prayer and the reason I had 
wanted to attend the course – I wanted to know how to pray. At the meeting at the 
end of the week, we sat in a circle and in the centre offered our individual tokens in 
gratitude for our personal awakening; I offered a short prayer - the idea was 
suggested by my prayer guide – I never thought I could write a prayer, let alone 
share it with others! 

My guide and I met daily through the week – I would tell her of my prayer 
experiences and she shared in my enthusiasm.  She gave me passages from the 
Bible on which to meditate in the future, and helpful suggestions in which to make 
these passages become relevant to me personally.  The week was a very poignant 
introduction to a more intimate relationship with the Creator, who has shown me that 
He is always there for me if I allow Him to be. Helena Youle 
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Correspondence Column 

Dear Revd Gibbons, 

Just a little note to thank you for the Civic Service on Sunday (15th May), especially 
your very thoughtful sermon.  I also thought the choristers were excellent, 
especially the young ladies who sang beautifully and are obviously very gifted. 

On the way out I took the opportunity of mentioning the story of Mr Carter, who was 
a choirboy there a hundred years ago.  I was very moved by his story and told Nick 
Ralph, on Hayling, a few years back and he suggested I tell you.  I enclose it on a 
separate sheet, rather later than intended!  I did a feature on it for the “Hayling 
Islander” about ten/fifteen years ago when Mr Carter was still with us.  He died 
when he was 105 years of age, I believe. 

Yours sincerely,  Cllr Vic Pierce Jones 

(The article on Mr. Carter is expected to appear in next month’s edition of “Faith 
Matters”) 

 

 

Dear Colin, 

The Government, for the third time, is introducing a Bill which would make it a 
criminal offence to utter words which are “likely” to “stir up” religious hatred, even if 
there is no intention to do so.  When, or if, this Bill becomes law, then to express in 
speech or written words, that some aspects of a particular religion are 
unacceptable, could leave one liable to be charged with a criminal offence 
punishable by a fine of up to £5,000 or up to seven years imprisonment. 

Of course it is legitimate for the State to outlaw and punish acts of discrimination or 
violence against any individual or group; but it is not legitimate for the State to 
attempt, by threat of punishment, to control the thoughts and emotions of its 
citizens.  Throughout the centuries faith in one’s chosen path to God has been, and 
still is, sufficient bulwark against adverse written or spoken comments – let that 
remain so. 

Yours sincerely,  John Bradey 

 

 

"Doc, I can't stop singing 'The green, green grass of home'."  That sounds like Tom 
Jones syndrome."  "Is it common?"  "It's not unusual." 

 

Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  One turns to the other and says "dam" 
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Time for a Spring Clean 

 

Nathan Coffin from the cleaning firm Smiths of Derby cleaning one of the faces of 
the clock tower – the first clean for 15 years! 

Annual Church Outing – Stella and Mike Compton, Portsmouth 

The day (21st May) started dull and iffy, so we packed our raincoats, stout shoes put 
on, and off we went.  First stop Jen and Bill's to park the car, went to Havant's old 
Post Office where the coach was waiting.  Here we met old friends, last seen a year 
ago.  This was our "Sunday School Outing", as we like to call it.  It is a special day 
looked forward to every year. "Leonardslee Gardens" was our destination, a nice 
drive and soon we arrived.  First stop, the coffee shop for lunch.  Pam joined us and 
off we went exploring the glorious gardens, such colours, phew!  Jacqui our niece 
was off on her own, a lot younger and fitter than us "Grey Ones".  We had fun 
wandering around the pathways some a bit slippery and steep, we got lost a few 
times, useless at following a map, may be it was wrong.  We waved to Sandra and 
Lindy across the lake and came across other lot of friends en route.  Popped into 
the car exhibition.  Bonsai Tree's, a superb Dolls House section, could have spent 
longer here, no time.  Another coffee and a sit down.  All too soon it was 4pm and 
time to depart, resisted the urge to buy plants.  Then down to Petworth for the 
famous cream tea.  Sun was out again, the tea was great; we even popped into the 
local craft shop. Jenny and Liz just couldn't resist buying a few things.  Home now, 
well Havant again and the end of another super day.  Thank you so much Sandra 
for all the hard work you put in every year, do hope it continues.  Come on St. 
Faith's support a great trip.  Thank you once again.  
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News from Nottingham 

I have just been to a Greek party.  Studying New Testament Greek is optional for 
ordinands over 30, so those of us who have just completed the first year of it felt 
that this was an achievement worth celebrating, as did our long-suffering teacher.  
The party happened to coincide with the annual visit by “The Man from Ministry 
Division” – a bishop appointed by the Church of England to do an OFSTED type 
inspection to check that we are being trained properly.  We are, of course, but the 
Greek music and home-made Greek pillars might have given a different impression. 

Olives aside, learning Greek has been extremely useful, especially as we have 
been studying the gospels and Acts this term.  We have learned that Mark’s Greek 
is “street Greek” including bad grammar and mistakes, whereas Luke (who wrote 
Luke and Acts, but probably wasn’t called Luke) was posh and wrote beautiful 
literary Greek; knowing this helps when studying the texts in English, because we 
can see the writers’ own characters in their writing, and so we understand better 
what they were trying to say about Jesus.  All this has also helped us to understand 
how the gospels fit together and why there are four – and only four – of them.  
Thanks to The Da Vinci Code, this has become a popular topic and it is indeed a 
fascinating subject.  As a former lawyer, I find that the more I study the gospels and 
the inconsistencies between them, the more convincing I find them.  

We are lucky at St John’s College to have lots of opportunities to get involved with 
new forms of church.  Over the Easter holiday, we visited various “fresh expressions 
of church” (FXCs, to use the jargon).  Two of us went to Cullompton in Devon, to 
visit a new “church” called The Lantern, which has grown out of the parish church.  
The Lantern does not meet on Sundays and does not meet in a church, but for the 
people who go along it is definitely church.  It meets on Tuesday evenings in the 
church hall and is very informal.  You don’t have to wait for your coffee and muffins, 
of which there is a constant supply, and there is plenty of time for chatting.  But 
there is also as much Bible reading, teaching, prayer and singing as you would get 
in a Sunday church service.  Most of the people who go have no wish to go to 
Sunday church, but they love the Lantern; by packaging church things differently, it 
reaches a brand new audience. 

On the way back from Cullompton, I stayed with former Stanmore curate Andrew 
Godsall and his family.  Andrew is chaplain to the Bishop of Exeter and is involved in 
a major restructuring of mission throughout the Exeter diocese, where the vast 
majority of parishes are small and rural.  

On the first day of this term we had an Anglo-Catholic style mass.  For an 
evangelical college, this is quite unusual and happens only once a year.  I was the 
thurifer – the person who swings the thurible (incense container).  It was very 
complicated, but a useful skill to learn.  For the rest of that week, it was my turn to 
lead (with another student) morning prayer in college.  This was my first ever go at 
leading a service and it brought home to me what it is I am here learning to do.   

The first week of term was also noteworthy for containing the one and only exam of 
this academic year - on Christology, which avid readers will remember is the study 
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of the person of Jesus Christ and how it was that he could be both God and human.  
We discovered that exams in theological colleges are quite unlike exams anywhere 
else, in that (a) the tutor/invigilator prays for you before the exam starts and (b) 
when you emerge at the end, you are greeted by a clapping and cheering line of 
second year students, who direct you out onto the lawn for sparkling wine and 
chocolate.  Which of course made it all worthwhile. 

At the beginning of term, I was informed that I had, in a mad moment, agreed to do 
the Tesco Race for Life – the women’s “fun” run taking place all around the country.  
And so it came to pass that one Sunday morning I found myself in a park in Derby, 
with nine other female ordinands (sporting T shirts with “vicar in training” on the 
back) and 5,000 other women, about to start the race.  I was astonished to find that 
it actually was fun – and even more astonished when I finished the 5km in 38 
minutes.  The whole team completed the course and we proudly wore our T shirts 
and our medals to morning prayer the following day; more importantly, we raised 
over £1,000 for Cancer Research. 

We get a lot of interesting visitors here, most recently Graham Kendrick (composer 
of songs such as The Servant King and Shine Jesus Shine), whose nephew is a 
student here.  He led us in an hour of “psalm surfing”, which was really interesting.  
The Psalms are songs, so with psalm surfing you pick a psalm and improvise a 
song on it.  Organists have to improvise a fair amount, so it appealed to me.  The 
interesting feature of psalm surfing is that you can’t just pick the bits you like, but 
you have to surf the whole psalm (though an exception might be made for Psalm 
119).  So whereas in a normal song or hymn you can edit out the difficult words, 
when you surf a psalm you have to think about all the words and about the psalm as 
a whole.  If you don’t believe me, try it with Psalm 137.  Graham Kendrick is of 
course a very expert psalm surfer, whereas we were rather less expert, but we 
learned a lot. 

I shall certainly try psalm surfing again, but now for some Greek washing up. 

Rachel Phillips (is the niece of Alan Hakim) 

 

If you receive something that says “Send this to all your friends”, please consider 
me not your friend 
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  Classic Menswear (Havant) Ltd 
 
 

Hire – Made to Measure – Overcoats – Raincoats – Anoraks – Suits 
– Jackets - Trousers – Shirts – Knitwear – Pyjamas –Dressing 

Gowns – Hats – Accessories 
 

Balcony Floor – Meridian Centre – Havant 023 9248 6488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 

THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

                                      AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding 
receptions as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage 
Restaurant offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally 
produced, fresh ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat 
uniquely the Hotel has a wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines 
direct to the public. Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings 
are held throughout the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk                          bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
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DIAMOND PLANTS AND GARDEN SERVICES 
                             Paul and Kelly Diamond 
              Do you need a gardener but have a fear of an unknown man on your premises? 
                As a Husband and Wife team working together we hope to alleviate that worry 

 Hedge trimming  Makeovers  Plant supplies Fencing 

 Garden designs  Tidy-ups  Planting  Tree Lopping 

 Patio’s and Paths Lawn mowing Jungles cleared 
 

Tel/Fax: 01243 775419  Mobile: 07736 458609/07745 543091 
 

 

 

Thank you to our printers, MERCURY GRAPHICS 1A Brockhampton Lane, HAVANT 
Telephone: 023 9249 9162 for all your printing needs 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care.        B S Care Ltd 

Hampshire County Council Accredited                             Crosby House 

 13b South Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1BU 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 347 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

 

CARPET trends LTD
 

SPECIALISTS IN CARPETS, VINYL, LAMINATES & HARDWOODS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

FREE FITTING ON MOST CARPETS 

 
43 West Street  70 Palmerston Road 

Havant PO9 1LA Southsea PO5 3PT 

Tel: 023 9249 8881        Tel: 023 9273 6363 

Fax: 023 9249 8881       Fax: 023 9273 6363 

10% Discount 

when you show 

this magazine 
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St Faith’s July 2005 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27.Spice up for a limited time (6) 

Across 
 1.Order of French American Indian 

tribe (6) 
 4.Like a strong drink from wild ginger 

(6) 
 8.Concerning record of down to earth 

person (7) 
10.Sage plant found in Redmoor 

valley (5) 
11.Performs part of the Bible? (4) 
12.Take one to observe, in the High 

Street perhaps (8) 
14.Metal guide (4) 
15.He takes after his parents (4) 
20.Responsive about working (8) 
22.This is it – easy! (4) 
24.Performs winter sport with 

politician to cut expenses (5) 
25.Can throw light on any subject (7) 
26.Ernest builds and lives in a cosy 

abode (6) 

Down  
 1.Charitable woman brought to life in 11 

across (6) 
 3.Active, charged up to be wicked (4) 
 6.Critique say, of light entertainment 

show (5) 
 9.First tackle then hold hooligan (4) 
16.Groundsman’s equipment seen on 

seashore (7) 
18.Composer resides in relative seclusion 

(4) 
21.Many actors and some writers have 

one (5) 

 2.Personal property allowed back 
after informal talk (7) 

 5.Iron too hot – or is it the sun? (8) 
 7.Obstinate like a beast of burden (6) 
13.Unknown worker on broken pipe for 

bad tempered woman (8) 
17.Prayer upset Orion’s composure (6) 
19.Agreeable person gives 

unquestioned support (3-3) 
23.Put up before the deal (4) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 
Answers to the editor by 15

th
 July please! 

Answers to June 2005 Crossword 
Across: 1.Mitre, 4.Gibbet, 8.Neutrals, 9.Aden, 10.Ado, 11.Old Glory, 14.Epopee, 16.Tassie, 18.Hyacinth, 20.Let, 
21.Grub, 22.Endanger, 23.Mutate, 24.Totes. 
 Down: 1.Mandated, 2.Tavtology, 3.Earlobe, 5.Insight, 6.Beano, 7.Teeny, 12.Rushlight, 13.Features, 15.Exigent, 
17.Athwart, 18.Harem, 19.Ambit. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Marion Simmons, with other correct entries from Ann Slade and Ruth Tunks. 

 

1  2     4 5   6  7               
8         9    
             
1
0 
   1

1 
     1

2 
       1       1
3 

1
4 
    1

5 
 1
6 
1
7 
    

             
 1
8 
 1
9 
      2

0 
  

             
2
1 
    2

2 
       

             
 2
3 
      2

4 
    

1  2  3   4 5  6  7 

             

8      9  10     

             

11     12        

    13         

  14     15   16   

17      18      19 

20  21       22    

        23     

24      25       

             

26       27      



 -15- 

Word Search – Inner Hebrides 

Should you take a round trip from Oban, via the ferries to the isles in the Inner 
Hebrides, you will visit a number of places, lochs and glens.  Can you find them in 
the grid below?  Words may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal 
and are in straight lines. Colin Carter 

 

ABBEY DERVAIG OBAN 
ALINE FIONNPHORT ONICH 
APPIN FISHNISH SALEN 
ARDGOUR GOMETRA STAFFA 
CALGARY IONA STALKER 
CLAGGAN LINNHE TARBERT 
COLL LISMORE TIREE 
CORRAN LOCHALINE TOBERMORY 
CRAIGNURE MULL ULVA 

 
 

N B A H C I N O N I C A Y T S 

A C E A L O C A T R E B R A T 

R L O N  V M U L G Y O B A N E 

R B V O I L Y G A G T E G E H 

O F A I O L U R I R A Y L L N 

C O I R N U A O O A D L A F N 

S D T S T M N H U M V G C I I 

T T E A H E P L C L R R O S L 

A O A R P N M L O O A E E U R 

L B P F N P I O L I L I B D R 

K E P O F S I S G I I L A O U 

E R I U M A Y N H O N O R L T 

R F G O M E U A B B E R V O I 

A B R A L R Y N E L A S F C R 

U E I E E R I T U N L U M H E 
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From the Editor 

Do you recall the Celtic Eucharist 
we had in St. Faith’s Church on 7 
September 2003?  The island of 
Iona, off the south-western tip of 
the Isle of Mull, is known for its 
ecclesiastical history and is 
where Celtic Christianity 
reputedly started.  As you would 
expect, the buildings on the 
island have been considerably 
altered from the 6th century and 
many remained derelict for many 
years before a restoration programme was completed in the mid-1960s.  There is 
also a Nunnery on the island but that has not been restored and is derelict.  John 
Smith, who was the leader of the Labour Party and died in 1994, is buried in the 
Abbey graveyard.  The Abbey, Nunnery and graveyard are now in the care of 
“Historic Scotland” - daily services are held in the Abbey.  Being on the island, one is 
struck by the peacefulness of the surroundings and the closeness one feels to God. 

Last month, I was able to catch up on some reading whilst lazing in the Algarve 
sunshine.  One of the books I took with me was “Wild Swans” by Jung Chang - the 
story of three generations of women in her own family (grandmother, mother and 
daughter) in China during the 20th century.  It gives an excellent insight as to what 
life was like living in China.  I enjoyed reading it very much and am now looking 
forward to reading Jung’s second book, “Mao: The Unknown Story”, which she has 
written with her husband, Jon Halliday. 

In May I asked you for your memories on the 60th anniversary of V-E Day and you 
responded with some very interesting articles.  Next month on 15th August it is the 
60th anniversary of V-J Day.  Please let me have your memories on that day. 

We should be aware of the small minded people in places of authority who make 
decisions on the basis of political correctness and who try to remove a cross from a 
crematorium, who try to remove all Christian symbols from a hospital’s chapel, and 
who try to ban Bibles from hospital wards, so as not to offend non-Christians.  We 
have been a Christian country for over 1,870 years – 470 of them under the Church 
of England. 

Thank you to Ken & Mary Bracher and to Michael Laird, for organising the library for 
the church.  More books will continue to be added to the stock to keep it current.
 Colin Carter 
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PCC Meeting 22 May 

This was a short meeting to elect two parish representatives to the new Deanery 
Synod.  (The Deanery Synod is elected every three years).  The meeting elected the 
previous representative Shirley Caunter and a new one in Michael Fluck.   Both would 
now serve on the PCC.  The meeting also approved a resolution authorising the 
Havant Borough Council using Marshalls Tegula concrete paving on footpaths in the 
churchyard.  This would be a temporary measure, pending future landscaping of the 
churchyard.  

A Sad Loss 

Members were saddened this week by the loss of one of our most valuable 
members – Someone Else.  Someone’s departure creates a vacancy that will be 
difficult to fill as Mr Else has been with the club a number of years and did far more 
than a normal person’s share of the work.  Whenever there was a job to do or a 
function to attend, one name was on everyone’s lips: “Let’s get Someone Else to do 
it.” 

It was common knowledge that Someone Else was one of the largest contributors of 
his time to the club; whenever there was need for a volunteer we just assumed that 
Someone Else would put his hand up.  He was a wonderful person, sometimes 
appearing superhuman.  Were the truth known, everyone expected just a bit too 
much of Someone Else, and now Someone Else has left us!  We wonder what we 
are going to do without him.  He left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going 
to do the things that he did? 

So if somebody does ask for help, remember we can’t depend on Someone Else 
any more. 

Reproduced by permission of the Edgware National Trust Centre whose Chairman 
saw it in a New Zealand magazine. 

Sendai, Japan – Rod & Glenda Thomas 

Please pray for the church in Sendai.  The discussion about the future of the church 
has been put off until we get back.  We anticipate that this discussion will be fairly 
heavy, with extremes of opinions and emotions on both sides. Issues will be 
whether the church should close (we pray not), where should we move to (we may 
have the church in our house).  Depending on that we'll have to look for a suitable 
house to rent.  Again this is difficult at any time (many estate agents say "no 
foreigners, pets or children") but will be more difficult if we want to hold church 
meetings in it as well.  We really feel the need for wisdom and divine help.  Please 
keep praying for the salvation of long-term adherents as well as new contacts, for 
growth of the church and for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that Japan desperately 
needs. 
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For Your Diary 

Date Time Event Where/Cost 

1-5 July 10am-4pm Havant During WWII 
Exhibition 

St. Faith’s Church 

Friday 1 July 7.30pm Dynamo Youth Theatre Church Hall/£6 

Saturday 2 July 7.30pm 1940s Evening - 
Langstone Swing Band 

Church Hall/£10 

Sunday 3 July 6pm Youth Club Outdoor Games 

Wednesday 6 July 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Wednesday 13 July 6.30pm PDG Meeting Rectory 

Saturday 16 July 4pm-7pm Sunday Club Picnic Emsworth Shore 

Sunday 17 July 6pm Youth Club Beach Party 

Monday 18 July 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 6 Aug 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 27 Aug 10am Town Fair St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 3 Sep 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Monday 5 Sept 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Saturday 10 Sep 10am Bike Ride & Walk Various Churches 

Saturday 10 Sep 3pm End of Summer Party Rectory 

Saturday 17 Sep 7.30pm Emsworth Concert 
Band 

St. Faith’s 
Church/£6 

Monday 19 Sep 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 1 October 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 1 October 7.30pm Harvest Supper Church Hall 

Saturday 8 October 7.30pm Annual Cancer 
Research UK Quiz 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 5 Nov 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Monday 7 Nov 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 21 Nov 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 26 
November 

7pm for 
7.30pm 

Bell Ringers Christmas 
Dinner 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 3 Dec 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Monday 9 Jan 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 23 Jan 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Monday 6 March 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 20 March 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Sunday 23 April 11.15am APCM Church Hall 

 
It’s tough belonging to a church that’s always asking for money.  You never know if 

you are one of the flock, or one of the fleeced! 
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London Marathon 17 April 2005 

This year I was lucky enough to get a place in the London Marathon to help raise 
funds for the Cystic Fibrosis (CF) Trust, and what a fantastic day it turned out to be.  
The one big advantage I had on the day was that I did not have any idea how tough 
it was going to be; so here was I at the start surrounded by masses of athletes busy 
warming up and stretching, while I was sticking to my game plan of moving as little 
as possible to conserve all that pent up energy.  Training had been at the best 
infrequent and only started a few months before the race, where I managed to first 
run 5 miles, then 10 miles (only the once), and peaked at 15 miles (only once, 
again!) a few weeks before the marathon. 

David Gibbons kindly let me borrow one of his books on Marathon training, which 
happened to mention on the inside front cover that training should decrease 3 
weeks before the race.  This was good enough for me to take as good advice and I 
decided that the front inside cover was probably all the advice I needed so duly 
returned the book unread.  As it was the 15 miles training certainly seemed to take it 
out of me as I felt washed out for the next week, bottom line was my training 
virtually stopped until the day.  I say virtually stopped because I had heard enough 
about carbo-loading to know that a good meal of pasta should help me get through 
the event.  We went to stay up in London the night before and Lisa prepared very 
good-looking pasta beforehand for me to have to “carbo-load”.  When we arrived in 
London, I was duly sent out as the chief hunter/gatherer to capture a live pizza and 
bring it back for the family feast.  Together with my daughter Josie we found a nice 
Italian Restaurant, which made up a lovely looking pizza.  The local Italian beer 
tasted very good while we waited. 

Once arrived back with the pizza, I managed to completely resist the prepared 
pasta, had a generous portion of pizza and polished it off with a tub of Hagen Das to 
settle my stomach.  Managed a fairly early night but the airbed and two kids either 
side made me wish the Italian beer consumption had been higher. 

My rigorous planning for the day itself got off to an interesting start as I turned up at 
the train station to catch a train into Waterloo only to find the next train was 
scheduled at 10.15 – the race starts at 9.45.  Fortunately for me another fellow 
competitor had turned up at the train station and was organising to get a lift to 
Waterloo, after making introductions I accepted Paul’s kind offer to get a lift with him 
and we wished each other good luck as we went off in different directions to the 
many starting points. 

So here I am in the starting area, well prepared and concentrating like mad on 
keeping as still as possible to conserve energy.  I must take my hat off to all the 
Elite runners who manage to position themselves near the start line – they must get 
there incredibly early.  For me it was five minutes after the race had officially started 
we started to move and it was about another ten minutes before I passed the official 
starting line.  The start was probably the most hazardous part as people jostled for 
position – at least it was for most folks, I managed to position myself behind one of 
the fancy dress Rhinos that carved its way through the masses.  After about 5 miles 
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the runners started to space out and it was between here and about 20 miles that I 
was remarkably “comfortable”.  My only uncomfortable patch was when I needed to 
answer the call of nature – but not fancying the idea of appearing before a TV 
audience of 6 million people faking a groin injury, I dutifully queued up for a 15 
minute wait for a port-a-loo.  

The journey through London was in fact very pleasant and the support from the 
crowds was fabulous – the key advice I was given from a veteran of these events 
was to write your name on your shirt – literally every few paces someone would call 
out “come on Mark, you can do it” and the occasional “hey Mark, you’re making it 
look easy” confirmed I was top of my game. Sweeties and drinks were also handed 
out by the spectators throughout the race, which was marvellous, but also lead to 
my eventual downfall. 

The 20 mile point was a milestone in the respect that I was 5 miles into personnel 
best territory but also that by now I had a very sore blister on my right foot which 
was causing me to run unconventionally – my right leg was giving it the same action 
as Paula Radcliffe’s head movement in an attempt to keep the weight off my 
expanding and squelching blister.  It all went a bit pear shaped at this point, my 
knees failed, soon followed by ankles and then the calves tighten up.  It was during 
this time the inner strength gets tapped, and thoughts of the sponsorship and good 
luck support kicked in to help me dig that bit deeper and keep on.  

My pace certainly started to falter, but the crowds seemed to be rising to my 
predicament and the cheers and roars seemed to be getting stronger and spurred 
me on with each step.  It was at about 23 miles I realised that the crowds had been 
getting behind a runner (or should I say runners) who were on my tail.  “Camella” 
who was two blokes dressed up as a Camel were ripping their way through the back 
markers.  I graciously let them past – I mean who would like to have a photo on the 
finish line with a pantomime camel breathing down your neck to get past.  This 
scenario continued for the final stages where I was blitzed by Darth Vader, Scooby 
Doo, Little Miss Naughty and a Dalek to name a few.  

It was in the final few hundred metres to the line that I heard a remark of “I don’t 
believe it” and was joined by Paul, the chap who had helped get me into London 
that day.  It was really great to cross the line with him and the chances of it quite 
remarkable considering the 30,000 plus runners.  The biggest emotion was finding 
Lisa, Josie and Sam (the support team) at the finish line, who were worried that I 
had got lost in the big smoke, or stopped off for a quick pint enroute! 

By the way I discovered the downfall the next day to my fading form in the feet and 
legs department – I had a wine gum sweet lodged in the sole of my right foot trainer 
that I must have picked up during the course – the wine gum was not detectable 
running, but one that was enough to give me a blister - and the rest’s history. 

It was a fantastic day and one in which I will cherish as my opportunity to compete 
on equal terms against the worlds greatest long distance runners.  On the day most 
were safe in by five and a half hours time.  

And finally a very big thank you to all for the well wishing and support I received – 
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we also raised an outstanding £7,500 for the CF Trust. 

Mark Roonan 

(For the record, Mark finished in a time of 5 hours 39 minutes and 57 seconds.  
Mark raised money for the Cystic Fibrosis (CF) Trust as his son, Sam, who is 6, 
suffers from the disease.  As Mark celebrated his 40th birthday a few days before 
the Marathon, it was a poignant reminder to him that the average survival in the UK 
for those with CF is 31 years) 

 

 

St. Faith’s Town Fair – 27 August 2005 

The Fair this year will be held on Saturday 27th August from 10am to 3.30pm.  We 
urgently need new members on the committee as well as helpers on the day. 

Goods, such as books, handicrafts, plants and produce bottles and prizes for the 
tombola stall are also needed. 

The proceeds all go to the Restoration Appeal and this year the Havant and 
Bedhampton Liveability Board has made a very generous donation of £2,000 
towards the Fair. 

Please contact Ann Buckley (023 9247 3512) or Sandra Haggan. 

 

 

MakePovertyHistory 

Now that you have read the Rector’s article on page 1, should you require more 

information then see the website at www.christianaid.org.uk or one of our posters 
or pamphlets in church. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Fr. Charles Keay (Curate) Fr. David Williams (Curate) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Sue Casey (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Fiona Hedley Mr Barry Hudson 

Mrs Joan Medley Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Miss Peggy Sparks Mr Robert Wilson 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter Mr Michael Fluck 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer, and 

Secretary. 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Robert Wilson (Chairman)(1&2 

Churchfields), Peter Appleby (Secretary)(Christchurch Bungalow), Sandra Haggan 
(Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott (St. Faith’s 

Church), Peggy Sparks (2-4 North Street), Barry Hudson, Carmen Stuart and Paul 
Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC. Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report.  Members: Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott and Paul Utting. 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Martin Poliszczuk (Chairman), 
Rector, Churchwardens, Colin Carter (Secretary), Simon Creasy, Colin Hedley, 
Sybel Laird and Fr. David Williams. 

Restoration & Redevelopment Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting 
(Chairman), Ken Bracher, Mary Bracher, Ann Buckley, Joan Burrows, Kevin 
Edwards, Sara Freeston (Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Fr. Charles Keay, Joan 
Medley, Anne Plater, Martin Poliszczuk, Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy Utting 
and Fr. David Williams. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Friday only 9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Ms Georgie Black 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9278 1203 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr Edward Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs Edna Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Deborah Creasy 023 9249 8828 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)    023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter   
023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 3rd July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY VI 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Service of Commemoration for 60th 

anniversary of the end of WWII and 
Thanksgiving for peace in Europe 

 

Sunday 10th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY VII 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 17th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY VIII 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 24th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY IX 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 31st July 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY X 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 7th August 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY XI 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday  9.15am Eucharist  
 9.45am Healing Prayers 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 

 


