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From the Rector 

May is going to be a very rich month for us!  We are hosting two concerts, which will 
both be much enjoyed.  The first of those is by Cantemus who perform on Saturday 
7th and then on Friday 20th the guitar sound of HAGO can be heard. 

In addition we are holding two very significant services in the life of the church.  On 
Thursday 5th there is a special Eucharist for Ascension Day (at 7:30pm).  The feast 
of Ascension celebrates our Lord’s ascension into heaven signifying the end of his 
bodily presence with us on earth.  But just 10 days later, at Pentecost, we celebrate 
the dynamic announcement of the presence of the Lord’s spirit (or Holy Spirit) with 
his followers.  In this season, then we are reminded powerfully of the presence of 
God with us at all times through the Spirit of the Lord, which calls us into service in 
his name. 

The feast of Corpus Christi on Thursday 26th, which will also be celebrated through 
a special Eucharist (at 7:30pm), commemorates the institution of the Eucharist 
itself.  It may seem excessive to celebrate the institution of a ceremony, especially 
as the Last Supper was remembered on Maundy Thursday just 9 weeks earlier, yet 
to do so expresses the centrality of the Eucharist to our lives as Christians.  So why 
is it so central?  It is so because, like no other service, it celebrates our sense of 
community, defined by faith in Christ, lived in service to others and bound together 
as the body of Christ. 

When we come together to receive the body and blood of Christ we acknowledge 
the ways in which we have not lived as people who know God to be present to them 
and receive his assurance of continuing support (through the confession and 
absolution).  We hear the Word of God from the Scripture and expounded upon in 
the sermon and we offer our prayers to God, profoundly declaring our dependence 
upon God’s love.  We share with each other the peace of Christ – something so rare 
in our lives, but so sought after.  Then we come together, around the table of the 
Last Supper, and share in Christ’s offering of himself by offering ourselves in his 
service.  In so doing we take part in the life of the living Spirit of Christ and receive 
the nourishment of God through the Sacrament of Christ’s body (bread) and blood 
(wine).  Finally we are sent out to live to Christ in the world with our neighbours, 
friends, colleagues, family and so on.  This really is a way of life more than merely a 
weekly ‘service’.  It is a celebration, a liturgy, which calls us into it and all it 
represents about being in the body of Christ.  So please join us to celebrate this 
wonderful sacrament. 

With best wishes, David 
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About The Parish  

Can it really be 60 years this month since the Second World War ended in Europe?  
The German forces surrendered to Field Marshal Montgomery on Luneburg Heath, 
Germany on 5 May, although it was not until 8 May that, with Hitler now dead, the 
German Head of State, Admiral Doenitz, formally surrendered on behalf of his Nation, 
thereby ending the War in Europe.  The 8 May became V-E Day and was a scene of 
massive celebration in the country, with church bells ringing out from packed 
churches as the people gave thanks for their deliverance.  This day was a Public 
Holiday and the streets were thronged with deliriously happy revellers.  I cannot say 
too much about them but I can about the children.    

I was just 6 years old when the war started and at an age when I was just beginning 
to understand the world around me.  It was a world of uniforms because the bulk of 
young men were in the forces.  Servicemen were admitted to cinemas, football 
matches and other places of entertainment for half price and civilians were always 
ready to buy them a pint in the pubs.  There was no ice cream, although I 
remembered it from pre-war days; likewise we never had bananas during the war.  
We were rationed for food and clothes and this continued for several years after the 
war, with the country virtually bankrupt. 

But all this was in the future and V-E Day was a time for celebration.  For the children, 
this meant street parties.  I am not sure of their origin but certainly there were street 
parties in 1937 for the coronation of King George VI, father of our Queen, who as a 
young princess slipped out of Buckingham Place, with her sister Princess Margaret, 
on V-E night to join the happy revellers around the fountains in Trafalgar Square.    

There were very few cars around during the war so it was easy to have tables in the 
centre of residential streets for the parties.  People brought out their own tables and 
chairs for the meal, together with the jelly, custard, blancmange, homemade cakes, 
sandwiches, etc., which we consumed with great joy.  (Yes, she was there too but not 
at my party!)  All great fun for both the children and the adults.  Most families in those 
days seemed to have pianos and these were trundled out on to the pavements to 
provide music for the singsongs.  The adults had a goodly supply of drink and their 
street party started when the children were safely tucked up in bed. 

There was a wonderful innocence about it all, in contrast to the bombing and horrors 
of war.  Sadly peace had only been secured in Europe and war was still going on 
against the Japanese.  However the dropping of two atomic bombs just three months 
later brought that dreadful war to an end.  V-J Day saw a final eruption of celebrations 
and another street party for the children and adults.  But to repeat myself, can it really 
be 60 years ago! Roger Bryant 
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V-E Day/WW II Memories 

As It Was.  Memory can play tricks on us; things, events not really as we 

remember them, and sometimes secondary elaboration becomes a remembered 
truth.  May 8th 1945 however is a date that remains fixed in my mind, as it does with 
many others.  It was the day which marked the end of nearly six years of war with 
Nazi Germany – six years of death and destruction for millions of people.  V-E Day 
was the day when that dark cloud which hovered above us was lifted – that all 
pervading presence which had so affected our lives – now there would be no more 
bombs, no V1s or V2s to threaten us.  There was still Japan – we all knew that – but 
for now sufficient unto the day. 

For many, like my mother, the war years were a time of constant struggle – a 
struggle to maintain the family at a time of separations, a struggle to feed the family 
on rations, a struggle against fear in the air raids and a struggle to keep confident 
and optimistic during the dark days.  I came later to know that I didn’t really 
appreciate or acknowledge the depth and fullness of the love, strength and sacrifice 
of my mother and the millions like her throughout those six long years. 

I was almost 18 years old, under training in the Royal Navy but not yet qualified or 
ready to serve in a ship.  On V-E Day I was at home in Portsmouth and went out 
early to join a group of friends – all about my age and waiting for their call-up papers 
– so today was a day to be celebrated, let the future be what it may.  Our activities 
that day were not those of reflective, sober minded, well brought up young men – on 
the contrary we were somewhat self-centred, wilful and mostly indifferent to any 
respectable adult censure.  We made our rounds of the pubs in Rudmore and 
Stamshaw – and then moved on to North End – some pubs were short of beer, and 
some of glasses.  At one pub we helped to open the trapdoor outside and hoist up a 
barrel of beer which was promptly set-up on the pavement – we didn’t stop to 
sample it.  The rest of the day included visits to our respective families – we all lived 
near to each other – and later we went ‘out’ again, to the Guildhall Square, then on 
to Southsea, to South Parade Pier – I think!  Everywhere we joined in the 
celebration and goodwill.  We were young, happy and confident, and although our 
day may not have met approval from out strait-laced brethren – or, looking back, our 
sedate selves today – it was a joyful, happy day of celebration, thankfulness, 
goodwill and hope.  JB 

Fareham.  On V-E Day, the 8th May 1945, I was15 years old living with my parents 
in Fareham and attending lessons in St. Bartholomew’s Church halls in Southsea, 
because our school had been completely destroyed in an air raid.  The 8th May was 
a day of great joy and celebration, although for some it was tinged with sadness 
because they had lost loved ones during the war.  My mother was looking forward to 
the end of food rationing and the return of many items which were unobtainable for 
the previous five years.  We were now able to reclaim our spare bedroom which had 
been commandeered by the billeting officer to provide sleeping accommodation for 
people seeking shelter during the bombing of Portsmouth and local military 
establishments.  Amongst them were sailors from HMS Collingwood, a WAAF, a 
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Wren, a family of five from Portsmouth, a family from Gosport, a “land girl” and 
many others who came and went during those turbulent years. 

Shortly after the 8th May, we had a street party and somehow the ladies managed to 
provide sandwiches and cakes and we all sat at tables in the road to enjoy the 
spread.  Afterwards there was dancing in the road (very difficult on a gravelled road) 
to records and the music was relayed over loudspeakers and we all sang the 
popular songs of the day.  The music soon attracted several sailors from the pub at 
the end of the road and they joined in enthusiastically.  One of the “local characters” 
who was somewhat inebriated climbed on to the roof of one of the brick air raid 
shelters and tried to stand on his head and had to be forcibly removed for his own 
safety. 

There were 47 houses in our road and everyone knew everyone else and there was 
an unforgettable spirit of friendship amongst the people at that time.  Last year, I 
returned to that road and found that not one of my old friends and neighbours 
remained there but that is hardly surprising after 60 years. 

 Peter Appleby 

Isle of Skye.  We were war weary – weary of air raids, news of torpedoed ships 

and cramped air raid shelters and shattered houses. 

It was half-term in May 1945 when two of the senior prefects at Keswick School 
asked me if I would join them on a trip to Skye where we could do some climbing on 
the Cuillin’s.  I couldn’t refuse.  I joined them at Mallaig where we boarded the little 
ship that would take us “Over the Sea to Skye”.  We then made our way to 
Sligachan, climbed up the foothills and pitched our tent by a little stream.  Next 
morning we started our climb up the mountain – after a while we came to a sheer 
rock face Peter tied – Peter tied his rope round his waist and climbed it like a spider 
– he threw the rope down to me – “your turn Griff” he said.  I had done some rock 
climbing before, but never as high as this – I got to the top!  Val followed and we 
proceeded to the summit.  The view was breath-taking – beneath us was a large 
stretch of water – an inlet from the sea, and on it a little rowing boat.  We scrambled 
down to the beach.  The lone fisherman was there waiting for us.  “I am going 
fishing for mackerel” he said, “Will you come with me?”  We filled the net, and then 
rowed for the shore.  He gave us a few of the fish, and then rowed away. 

We decided to eat the fish – there and then.  Peter lit a fire, we found what looked 
like a wok, but I was convinced it was part of a ships boiler – a torpedoed ship I 
thought, but this I put out of my mind – not now I said to myself.  We then made for 
our little tent.  When we saw it in the distance there was a man standing by it. 

“I am a newsman”, he said.  “I am staying at the Inn and saw your little tent up the 
mountain.”  His face was dour.  “I felt I must tell you the news” – then he grinned all 
over his face, - “Germany has surrendered.  There is peace in Europe,” he said!  
We sat round the fire and talked and drank the brackish water from the stream.  
After our guest had gone we had a bowl of porridge, and then snuggled down in our 
sleeping bags. 
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No more doodle-bugs, no more blackouts and casualty lists; and thank you God that 
these two young people will not have to join up to fight.  Tonight we will sleep 
peacefully under the stars and tomorrow we will go home and join in the 
celebrations.  Molly Griffiths 

An Animal Lover.  When the air raids on London began in the forties the National 

Air Raid Precautions for Animals Committee (NARPAC) was set up to rescue and 
care for the animal victims of the blitz.  One of NARPAC’s members was Father 
Derek Brown’s mother who was also in the WVS and responsible for rehousing and 
blanket distribution for families who had been made homeless in Deptford.  Fr. Brown 
was 13 when bereaved pets were brought to his home to be cared for until they could 
be rehomed.  Having been in the Home Guard from the age of 14, he joined the 
RAFVR and served in the Far East.  Whilst in India he befriended a “pariah” dog and 
found the cruelty to animals heartbreaking. 

Since his early days Fr. Brown has loved all creatures great and small, especially 
dogs. 

 

PCC Meeting 4 April 
The PCC approved the 2004 Accounts which showed that income had reduced from 
£142,875 (2003) to £134,438 but that expenditure of £146,451 (2003) had reduced to 
£105,900.  Sue Casey (Treasurer) and Colin Carter (Budget Coordinator) were 
thanked for their excellent stewardship.  A shortlist of three candidates had been 
drawn up for the post of Parish Architect.  Work was continuing on plans to develop 
Churchfields.  The system of lighting recommended to us for the church was more 
sophisticated than we required and was likely to cost considerably more than the 
amount raised.  Further consideration would wait until the Parish Architect was in post 
and able to examine the options available to us.  Quotes for a loop system in church 
were being sought and improvements had been made to the sound system.    
 

 PCC Meeting 10 April 
The Electoral Roll Officer, Audrey Currie reported that during the year, three names 
were removed and nine added, giving a new Roll for 2005/6 of 161 names, which 
was unanimously approved by the PCC.  Audrey was thanked for her work.  The 
PCC gave retrospective approval for the testing, already undertaken by Havant 
Borough Council, on monuments and gravestones in St Faith's Churchyard to ensure 
they were not a danger to visitors.  The PCC approved proceeding with the 
application for outline planning permission for a development of the land at 
Churchfields. 

 

Buildings Management Committee Meeting 29 March 
A Fabric Sub-Committee had been formed.  A window in No 2 Churchfields had been 
replaced.  St Nicholas Chapel would be redecorated in May or shortly after.   A 
favourable report had been received about the Hall kitchen from the Environmental 
Health Inspector.  Some repairs were necessary to plaster work and a damaged wall.  
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Two new heaters had been purchased for the room used by the Sunday Club.  Two 
heaters in the Hall were being repaired and a window replaced in the Nursery.  The 
paths in the churchyard had been steam cleaned and holes repaired by the Council.  
The drains would be cleaned shortly by "First Choice".  Funds were being sought 
from the Council to clean the Church Clock faces (a quote of £400 had been received 
for the work from a specialist firm).   An update was given about the lighting and 
sound system in church (see PCC report). 
 

A Jew from Tarsus 

We have now almost reached the end of Paul's wonderful ministry.  We left him last 
month preparing to go to Jerusalem with the fortune he had collected from the 
churches in Asia for the poor of Jerusalem.  The practical difficulties of taking money 
were formidable with brigands lying in wait for vulnerable travellers, not to mention the 
problem of carrying large quantities of heavy coins.   The answer was to reduce the 
bulk by converting money into precious stones and gold which could be sewn into 
garments.  The safest form of travel was by ship because the crew and travellers 
remained the same during the journey.   Also, there was nowhere for thieves to flee 
until a port was reached.    

Paul decided to travel partly by ship but also by land to give him what proved to be 
the final opportunity to see his churches and converts.  This was a risky venture but, 
happily, he arrived in Jerusalem in AD 56, it is thought just before Pentecost (11 
June).  Paul was wary of the reception he would receive from James (brother of 
Jesus) but he seems to have handled the situation very well.   The two agreed that it 
would be wrong to dispense money to individuals and they decided to spend it wisely 
for the benefit of the whole community.  Next, Paul volunteered to undertake a seven 
day ritual of purification.  However, before he completed his seven days, he was set 
upon in the Temple by non-Christian Jews who tried to lynch him.  Fortunately, 
Roman guards intervened and took him into their fortress where they were proposing 
to interview him under torture when he claimed his rights of Roman citizenship.  He 
was then imprisoned for more than two years until he was eventually freed, although 
the circumstances of his imprisonment and freedom are not known. 

In the following years, Paul continued his travels, going to Spain but mostly revisiting 
scenes of his early ministry.  In AD 65, Paul heard of the appalling suffering of 
Christians in Rome, following huge fires in the city which the Emperor Nero blamed 
on them.  Christians were popularly called depraved and were a scapegoat for Nero, 
who had them put to death in appalling and degrading fashion in his Royal Gardens 
as a spectacle for the masses of Rome.   By the time Paul arrived in Rome, the 
persecution had largely finished but the high-profile stance he adopted won him few 
friends in the Christian community, who were fearful that he would precipitate another 
period of persecution from Nero.  When he was finally arrested by the Romans, not a 
single Christian came to his aid and he was chained as a habitual criminal.  However, 
one man, Onesiphorus, came from Ephesus to see him but after frequent visits, he 
was murdered in a back street by robbers, leaving Paul alone again. 

Just one letter survived from his period in prison, when he wrote to the loyal and 
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devoted Timothy, telling him that only Luke had remained with him in Rome.   Paul 
was now over 70 and in AD 67, he was summoned before a magistrate who 
sentenced him to death.  Under Roman law, he had a choice of either death or 
permanent exile, on pain of death if he returned illegally.  However, it is thought that 
this right was withheld from him but he was allowed the dignity of death by 
beheading, as befitted a Roman citizen.  Paul once wrote, "For me to live is Christ 
and to die is gain".  He had striven throughout his ministry to manifest in the body the 
life of Jesus and it was his supreme grace to have the opportunity to die in witness as 
Jesus had done.  He had kept the faith!  

Roger Bryant 

 

News from Nottingham 

If you were to attend a Sunday morning service at the church I currently attend, you 
would notice that half the congregation are in wheelchairs or beds and the other half 
are rather nervous-looking trainee clergy.  That is because the “church” is the 
chapel at the Queen’s Medical Centre - the biggest hospital in Nottingham - where 
we are working with the chaplaincy team for a term.  The multi-faith chaplaincy team 
is very active and includes chaplains from several different Christian denominations, 
as well as other faiths.  Each week we collect patients from their wards and bring 
them to the service.  Then, after the service, we visit “our” wards: mine is a general 
surgical ward (male and female).  At first, we were all a bit apprehensive about “cold 
calling” on patients, but actually most people are only too happy to talk when I do 
my round and I have met some lovely people.  And I achieved a personal first when 
an elderly lady on my ward called me “me duck” – a Nottingham term of endearment 
which proves that I am now a real local. 

An unexpected bonus at the hospital one-week was a deputation from the Salvation 
Army band, who led the hymns, including requests from the congregation.  This 
almost made up for the time last term when we attempted to go to a Salvation Army 
service, but arrived too late and ended up in the pub instead. 

Hospital chaplaincy has been giving us practical experience alongside the pastoral 
care course, which we have been doing for the first half of this term.  The course 
has introduced us to the huge range of ways in which we will serve people and has 
got us thinking about the church’s role in caring for people.  We have also learned 
and practised practical things, such as listening and prayer ministry. 

The other main area we have been studying this term is ethics.  This has 
encompassed everything from war to abortion to euthanasia.  It has all been 
fascinating - made more so by the fact that every day the news gives us new issues 
to discuss.   

As part of the ethics course, we had to get into groups and lead discussions on 
ethical issues.  Three of us decided to lead a discussion about the ethics of 
gambling, looking particularly at the mega-casinos, which will be permitted under 
the new Gambling Bill.  This topic had the added advantage that I was able to get 
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help from the Bishop of Willesden, who has spoken out against the proposal to 
include a mega-casino in the new Wembley Stadium (and I chose not to delve too 
deeply into the ethics of getting my sponsoring bishop to do my homework for me).  
Slightly unethically, before revealing that the discussion was going to be about 
gambling, we tricked the audience into betting on the outcome – although we did 
provide them with gambling chips, in the form of chocolate (always a useful tool in a 
theological college). 

Having been a lawyer for many years, I had a good grasp of ethics from a legal 
point of view: rules, rights and responsibilities.  But Christian ethics add an extra 
dimension, because everything also needs to be assessed from a Biblical 
perspective.  Sometimes legal ethics and Christian ethics give the same answer, but 
sometimes the answers are very different.  We are learning that in our ministries we 
will need to ask and answer some tough questions. 

So, what happens in a theological college on Ash Wednesday?  The day started 
with a traditional Holy Communion service, with the imposition of ashes.  Later in 
the day, we had a visit from our college President, Mike Pilavachi, the founder of the 
youth church movement, Soul Survivor.  He is a brilliant speaker, who spoke for an 
hour during which no one got bored.  He also showed us a short film about Soul in 
the City 2004, the hugely successful youth mission in London last summer.  Later 
that evening, we had a special service aimed particularly at teenagers; a lot of 
teenagers came, including children of students and staff and teenagers from 
churches where students are on placement.  The service included some very 
imaginative stuff with lighting, pictures and music – and Mike Pilavachi preached 
and held everyone’s attention for a further 45 minutes, without using notes.  The 
teenagers loved it and we were very pleased that they had been brave enough to 
visit a theological college. 

During Lent, we are using the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) for Morning Prayer in 
the college chapel.  For some students, this is the first time they have used the BCP 
on a regular basis and it has been interesting observing people’s views and 
reactions.  Some of the students leading the services have used the BCP in new 
and creative ways, which has helped me to look at it afresh, whilst also showing 
how the 450 year old liturgy still speaks powerfully to people today. 

And finally, a Shrove Tuesday story.  A mother is making pancakes, while her two 
young children, Peter and Paul, argue over who is going to have the first pancake.  
“What Jesus would do” says their mother “is let his brother have the first one.”  So 
Peter turns to his younger brother and says in the kindest voice he can muster “You 
be Jesus”.    

Rachel Phillips (is the niece of Alan Hakim) 

 

Development Plans for our Church and Hall Complex 

A great deal of time and effort has been given by the Property Development Group 
(PDG) to produce plans for the development of the Church Hall, the Church and the 
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Church House.  Last month you may have seen the Church Hall plans at the open 
evening on 11th April, which gave us all a chance to record our feelings for the 
proposed plans and provided food for thought for the PDG and our Project 
Manager, Lisa Roonan.  As I write we are in the process of appointing an architect 
to draw up plans for the redevelopment of the church interior.  The appointed 
architect will also help design an extension to the church to accommodate improved 
facilities, the Parish Office, Sunday Club space and kitchen.  Thirdly the architect’s 
brief will include a strategy to re-landscape the churchyard by improving 
accessibility and maximising the potential of the space for the community.  When 
you also consider that we are hoping to produce development plans for the Church 
House this year you can see we are very busy. 

But how do we afford all this I hear you cry.  Good question!  While we have some 
savings and some resources we can tap into we must continue to raise funds for 
this work.  It is also hoped that we can appeal to funding bodies for some support 
but a large part of the project will have to be self-funded.  Our ambition is to provide 
excellent facilities for worship, the gathered community and the wider community 
that are readily maintainable.  In this way we can spend less time and money 
supporting ancient buildings and be in an excellent position to live out our Gospel 
calling to worship God and serve humankind. 

As plans become available they will be released to you for comment.  In the mean 
time please pray for the development of these plans. David 

 

(21 parishioners attended the open evening to consider the proposed development 
plans for the hall.  Comments were received and are now being considered by the 
PDG before the plans are finalised.  An architect, Jenny Lewin, and a surveyor, 
Richard Glover, from Buriton, Petersfield, have been appointed.) 

 

Ruby Wedding 

Our story begins in 1961 in Jersey, Channel 
Islands, where I was born and Melvyn had 
lived since a young boy.  We met at the 
pictures and were immediately attracted to 
each other and as we seemed to go to the 
same places we started dating.  We got 
engaged in 1962 on my 17th birthday and Mel 
was 21 and following that we got married on 
13th May 1965 at St. Luke’s Church, St. Hillier.  
The custom in Jersey was to have weddings 
on Thursday afternoons as the shops and 
everywhere was shut for half day closing.  We 
had little money so spent 4 years sharing a 
house with my father, getting somewhere was 
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very difficult in the island and we tried a few times to buy land to build a house – this 
was common practise at the time.  We were unsuccessful and in 1969 with our 
daughter Tina, 11 months old, we came over to Southsea where Melvyn had family 
and at last bought a house of our own.  We had another daughter, Karen in 1972 
and then joined Holy Spirit Church in Southsea where we stayed for 30 years, 
during this time our girls married and we have 3 grandchildren.  Due to my health 
problems, Melvyn took early retirement and we moved to a smaller house in Havant, 
where we have been since October 2002.  It has been a very happy change for us 
and we would like to thank everyone at St. Faith’s for making us feel so welcome 
since we arrived. Val & Melvyn Rose 
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  Classic Menswear (Havant) Ltd 
 
 

Hire – Made to Measure – Overcoats – Raincoats – Anoraks – Suits 
– Jackets - Trousers – Shirts – Knitwear – Pyjamas –Dressing 

Gowns – Hats – Accessories 
 

Balcony Floor – Meridian Centre – Havant 023 9248 6488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 

THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

                                      AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding receptions 
as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage Restaurant 
offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally produced, fresh 
ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat uniquely the Hotel has a 
wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines direct to the public. 
Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings are held throughout the 
year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
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DIAMOND PLANTS AND GARDEN SERVICES 
                             Paul and Kelly Diamond 
              Do you need a gardener but have a fear of an unknown man on your premises? 
                As a Husband and Wife team working together we hope to alleviate that worry 

 Hedge trimming  Makeovers  Plant supplies Fencing 

 Garden designs  Tidy-ups  Planting  Tree Lopping 

 Patio’s and Paths Lawn mowing Jungles cleared 
 

Tel/Fax: 01243 775419  Mobile: 07736 458609/07745 543091 
 

 

 

Thank you to our printers, MERCURY GRAPHICS 1A Brockhampton Lane, HAVANT 
Telephone: 023 9249 9162 for all your printing needs 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care.        B S Care Ltd 

Hampshire County Council Accredited                             Crosby House 

 13b South Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1BU 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 347 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

From the Registers 
April 

There were no weddings, 
funerals or baptisms at St 
Faith's Church during April 

 

CARPET trends LTD
 

SPECIALISTS IN CARPETS, VINYL, LAMINATES & HARDWOODS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

FREE FITTING ON MOST CARPETS 

 
43 West Street  70 Palmerston Road 

Havant PO9 1LA Southsea PO5 3PT 

Tel: 023 9249 8881        Tel: 023 9273 6363 

Fax: 023 9249 8881       Fax: 023 9273 6363 

10% Discount 

when you show 

this magazine 
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St Faith’s May 2005 Crossword Puzzle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.Container for writing medium in good 

order (7) 
22.Losing one’s cool being in trouble 

(2,3,5) 

Across 
 1.At the day’s end, as the diarist 

wrote (3,2,2,3) 
 8.Enumerates the small particulars 

(7) 
 9.Cultivates a rice plant growing on 

heath (5) 
10.She left only her voice which 

comes back (4) 
11.No ideals affected king who 

defended the pass (8) 
13.One has some time for an alluring 

woman (5) 
14.Its dawn, sounds like heir has 

risen (5) 
16.Things of religion in the Prayer 

Book (8) 
17.One Army unit has savings 

accounts (4) 
20.Reporter’s favourite kitchen utensil 

(5) 

Down  
 1.Put on the French to confuse (5) 
 3.From out of space warp comes Roman 

poet (4) 
 5.Level condition of flat headland (8) 
 7.To refuse say a move above (4,2) 
12.Secures wheel essential to operation 

(8) 
13.No returns on this transport (6) 
18.About fifty fly high with this power (5) 

 2.European sale has knock down 
prices (5,7) 

 4.”Why then the world’s mine ------“ 
(6) 

 6.Discover pedal extremities and 
adjust to new surroundings (4,4,4) 

15.Breed of sheep doctor kept in 
Ireland (6) 

19.Coping stone on gable is slanted 
(4) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th May please! 

 

Apologises for omitting Marion Simmons from the correct entries received for the 
crossword in March. 

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11        

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          
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Word Search – World War II 

This year is the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II (8 May V-E Day and 15 
August V-J Day).  Here are some of the battles and names that will forever be 
associated with the war.  Can you find the names listed in the grid?  Words may be 
read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Where a 
“/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid.  

Colin Carter 

 

 

ALAMEIN EISENHOWER MUSSOLINI 
ANNE/FRANK HIROSHIMA NORMANDY 
ARNHEM HITLER PEARL/HARBOUR 
ATLANTIC HOLOCAUST ROMMEL 
BRITAIN MIDWAY ROOSEVELT 
CHURCHILL MONTGOMERY SPITFIRE 
DUNKIRK MONTE/CASSINO STALIN 

 
 

Y P R U O B R A H O R O O S E 

D R E W O H N E S I E N A T S 

U C E A I L A T S N H I S U M 

N E H M R P A Y K I S S N O O 

K A K U O L E B N L O S I O N 

I M R G I G R A A O R A A E C 

Y I U N W I T I R S I C T T I 

D H S A H A R N F S H N I L T 

N S Y U N E L M O U O E R E N 

A O Y N L E M N R M I T B V A 

M R E T M I C C O B R A H E L 

R I I M D A H O L O C A U S T 

O H O W S I N I E M A L A O A 

N R A S L E R I F T I P S O U 

D Y I L K R I K N U D K I R Y 
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From the Editor 

The compilation by Mike Dodsworth of the Parish Magazines 1912-1961 gave a 
fascinating insight into St. Faith’s over the years.  In April 1912, it reported that the 
new lighting scheme was not quite complete, but in September 1929, both the 
electric lighting and the hot water radiator system were installed (did it really take 17 
years – no wonder we are still debating about renewing our current lighting!)  On 20 
April 1926, the Parish Hall is opened by the Duke of Somerset and on 1 May 1927, 
the Diocese of Portsmouth was created.  What will future generations glean from 
our magazines?  Although it is not directly associated with the parish, there have 
been some significant dates last month and this month.  On 2nd April Pope John 
Paul II died and was buried on 8th April.  He was in his 27th year as a pope, one of 
the longest reigning popes in history.  On 9th April, Prince Charles married Camilla 
Parker Bowles at Windsor.  On 5th May there is the General Election (don’t forget to 
vote) and on 8th May, the 60th anniversary of V-E Day (thank you to Roger Bryant, 
JB, Peter Appleby, Molly Griffiths and Canon Brown for their memories). 

I was just 4 years old when war broke out.  My recollections during the six years are 
sleeping overnight at Essex Road underground station, moving from London to 
Hornchurch in Essex, being evacuated for short periods to Neath and to 
Birmingham; sleeping in an Anderson Shelter in the garden and in a Morrison 
Shelter in the house (see pictures below); and carrying a gas mask.  I also recall 
that we had a big street party shortly after V-E Day.  Like many other mothers, mine 
had to fend for herself during the war, as my father was in the RAF and away from 
home for most of the six years. 

Please note that the names of the members of the PCC and the committees have 
been omitted from this issue of “Faith Matters” as the composition may have 
changed as a result of the APCM.  Colin Carter 

 

  

 Anderson Shelter  Morrison Shelter 
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Palm Sunday – 20 March 2005  

The Palm Sunday 9.30am Eucharist commenced with the blessing of crosses made 
of palm in Havant Park.  Here is the procession of clergy and congregation on their 
way from the park to the church. 

Picture by Mike Cowan – The News 

 

 

The Joy of a Hug 
A hug is one of life's sweet treasures 

A source of great blessings 
And infinite pleasures 
A hug is a cosy shelter 
On a cold, blowy day 

And a pocketful of sunshine 
When the clouds are dark and grey 

A hug can lighten any load 
Pay back any debt 

But the very best thing 
About a hug is that it's as 

Good to give as get! 
With thanks to the works of "Winnie the Pooh". 

Joy Bryant 
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For Your Diary 

Date Time Event Where/Cost 

Saturday 7 May 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 7 May 7.45pm Concert – Cantemus St. Faith’s 
Church/£5 

Monday 9 May 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 16 May 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Friday 20 May 7.45pm Concert - HAGO St. Faith’s 
Church/£5 

Saturday 21 May 10.30am Annual Outing Leonardslee Lakes 
& Gardens/£17 

Saturday 4 June 10am-noon Coffee Morning St Faith’s Church 

Saturday 4 June 7.30pm Concert St. Faith’s Church 

1-5 July daily Havant During WWII 
Exhibition 

St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 2 July 7.30pm 1940s Evening with 
Swing Band 

Church Hall 

Saturday 16 July 7.30pm Concert St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 6 Aug 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 27 Aug 10am Town Fair St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 3 Sep 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 10 Sep 3pm End of Summer Party Rectory 

Saturday 17 Sep 7.30pm Concert St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 1 October 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 1 October 7.30pm Harvest Supper Church Hall 

Saturday 8 October 7.30pm Annual Cancer 
Research UK Quiz 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 5 Nov 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

Saturday 26 
November 

7pm for 
7.30pm 

Bell Ringers Christmas 
Dinner 

Church Hall/tba 

Saturday 3 Dec 10am-noon Coffee Morning St. Faith’s Church 

 

Annual Church Outing 

This year the annual church outing on Saturday 21st May is to Leonardslee Lakes & 

Gardens situated in the village of Lower Beeding, 5 miles SE of Horsham.  There 

are seven lakes and the rhododendrons and magnolias will be in bloom.  The coach 

will leave the old Post Office in Havant at 10.30am, leaving Leonardslee about 4pm, 

and stopping for a cream tea on the homeward journey.  Cost £17 approx.  Please 

give your name to Sandra Haggan. 
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Correspondence Column  

Dear Colin Carter, 

On my way back from Torquay last Sunday (20 March) I visited your church and was 

pleased to find it open.  I had been researching my mother's family in Torquay and 

while I was there found to my great joy one of our relatives.  His funeral service was 

held at your church on the 3 March 1935.  His name was Paymaster Rear-Admiral 

FREDERICK GEORGE MOTTON and he lived at Taormina, Denvilles, Havant.  The 

notice of the funeral service said the Archdeacon of Portsmouth took it and that a 

guard of honour was formed by members of the British Legion at the Church 

Graveside. 

I had a good look round the church but could not find a grave but it seemed that 

most of the stones were unreadable.  I did go on to the cemetery next to the 

Warblington Church and noticed several senior naval men buried there. 

I did buy your March church magazine and was very interested to read the Part 1 

article by Mike Dodsworth.  I am enclosing £5 and wondered if you would send me a 

copy of the April issue with Part 2 of his article.  Please put the extra money in your 

Parish Magazine fund. 

Perhaps you could confirm whether Frederick Motion was buried in your Church 

ground and if so the approximate location as I might like to return to see it.  I also 

wonder if he was an active member of your congregation. 

His mother, who died aged 95 in 1942, and my mother's grandmother were sisters.  

I am now writing up my fourth Family Journal for relatives in Australia, America and 

England.  An elderly relative of 92 in Torquay had a lovely photograph of a young 

man in naval uniform, but until last week, we did not know who it was.  When I 

found his birth in the parish registers and his obituary on the Internet they were 

delighted to have solved the identity of the young man. 

I enclose a SAE for your reply and hopefully a copy of your April issue.  I am not on 

the Internet myself. 

Yours sincerely,  Miss J M Bennett 

 

(Editor’s note:  Rear Admiral MOTTON is buried in Warblington cemetery; Section 3 
No. 728, which is past the children’s graves on the right hand side as you go in 
through the entrance.  He has a headstone.) 
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The following email was sent to the Rector: 

I was doing a web search (about that church survey) and stumbled across your 
"faith matters" magazine for April 2005. 

It is the loveliest church magazine I have read in a long time - a wonderful 
combination of wit, teaching and family matters.  I especially loved the obituary for 
Lilian Hibberd at the end.  So often the elderly folk just fade away and their great 
faithfulness is forgotten. 

Please could you pass back to the editor that you had one very impressed reader in 
New Zealand 

Best wishes,  Margaret Galt 

(Editor’s Note: The magazine is only as good as the contributions received so 
please continue to let me have your articles that will interest the readers) 

 

The Church of Sweden 
On Sunday 10th April at the 9.30am Eucharist, we 
had the pleasure of welcoming Jan Stenberg, a 
vicar (kyrkoherde), from Stockholm who gave us 
an insight to the Church in Sweden.   
The Church of Sweden, or Svenska kyrkan, is the 
national church of Sweden.  The Church was 
established in the 16th century when Sweden 
broke away from the Catholic Church and became 
a Lutheran Church.  The Church describes itself 
as an Evangelical Lutheran community of faith 
manifested in parishes and dioceses.  It is divided 
into thirteen dioceses (stift).  A diocese is divided into “contracts” (kontrakt), which 
are then divided into parishes (församlingar).  One or several parishes may together 
form a larger parish (pastorat). 
 

Havant During World War II 

To mark the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War II we are having an exhibition 
in church 1st-5th July 2005 about Havant during the war.  We are looking for anything 
connected with Havant during the war years - your memories, photographs, 
memorabilia from school days, evacuees, the Home Guard, Air Raid Wardens, the 
hospital, weddings, the armed forces, the camps, factories, buildings taken over by 
the War Department, the VE & VJ street parties, HMS Havant - in fact anything you 
might like to share with us. 

If you can help us in anyway please call Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 
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Kairos 

In mid March we submitted our cluster plans to the Diocese, following their approval 
by the PCC.  These plans have been considered by the Deanery of Havant in order 
to form ‘deanery plans’.  These in turn will be submitted to the Diocese, who will 
celebrate the establishment of Diocesan plans at a special service in the Cathedral 
on 17th July.  The cluster, which consists of the parishes of Warblington with 
Emsworth, along with the Group ministry of the Hayling parishes and us, is now 
meeting to begin the process of communicating those plans to the cluster.  
Obviously we are waiting to see whether the plans are accepted in their entirety or 
are revised before you see them. 

Whatever form the final plans for our cluster take we will not start work on them 
before September.  By that time not only will you have had a chance to examine the 
plans but also to begin to explore ways in which you may be able to involve yourself.  
Most of the ideas in our plans involve community projects with schools or the elderly 
and making our churches more accessible.  The plans are not radically new but they 
are exciting and play to our strengths – so we can look forward to them with 
optimism rather than fear!  Enough said for now but look out for more in the coming 
weeks and months. David 

 

 

Celebration of Healing 7th May in the Cathedral - Programme 

10.00am  Arrive & sign up for work shops 

10.20am Address - "Healing and Wholeness in the Context or Eternity" by 
Beatrice Brandon 

11.00am Coffee 

11.30am Workshops (followed by lunch) 

a. Reconciliation & Healing within the Worshipping Community 

b. God's Healing in Sight 

c. Deliverance Ministry 

d. Introduction to the Carisbrooke Priory 

e. Pastoral Healing and Death 

1.45pm Eucharist for Healing & Wholeness 

DO COME!  Bring your own lunch. Tea & Coffee provided. Do you need a lift? 

 Sybel Laird 023 92472 489 

 



 -22- 

Walsingham 2005  

On Friday 1st April, six pilgrims from St. Faith’s boarded a coach.  We had joined 29 
others with the same aim – to visit the Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk.  
Our fellow travellers were from St. George’s, Waterlooville, in the care of Father 
Mike Sheffield, and members of St. Albans, West Leigh, which included Mary Close 
the Parish Reader.  Our group from St. Faith’s were looked after by our Curate – 
Father Charles Keay. 

After a short service led by Father Charles, we joined the others on the excellent 
(Lucketts) coach and off we went.  Around 1pm we arrived at Ely Cathedral.  We 
were able to admire the wonderful windows and the painted wooden ceilings 
(finished in 1865).  The unique feature of Ely – the Octagon – conceived by ‘Alan of 
Walsingham’ is an amazing feat of engineering and the medieval craftsmen deserve 
our awe and admiration.  After a celebration of Holy Communion in the surprising 
Lady Chapel (having eaten lunch in the Cathedral Café), we continued our journey 
on to Norfolk. 

When we were about 20-minutes from our final destination, we joined together in 
singing the Walsingham Pilgrim Hymn.  It tells of the history of the Shrine, its birth, 
its troubles during the reformation and its subsequent re-building after 300 years of 
lying in ruins.  (Further details on request!) 

Suddenly, we had arrived.  The sun was still shining as we gathered in the entrance 
to be welcomed after our longish journey.  We then had our first visit to the Holy 
House – a surprising place lit by candles and filled with an air of mystery and 
wonder.  This was followed by the very earthly business of finding our rooms and 
the Refectory for tea!  By the way, what a nice tea it was, home made scones, jam 
and cream, sandwiches and a very welcome cuppa! 

The whole experience was beyond my expectation.  The services; the processions 
in the grounds at night by torchlight and in the day by sunlight!  We shared the 
beauty, the peacefulness, the companionship, laughter and tears.  The walks in the 
countryside to the Slipper Chapel, to the village shops and around the hyacinth 
scented gardens.  I will simply have to revisit next year.  What about you – will you 
join us? Shirley Caunter 

 

 

 

Parish Office:  Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Open:- Monday & Friday only 9am - 12 noon 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 
 The Rectory, 5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 2RP 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Ms Georgie Black 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9278 1203 

St Nicholas Wardens Mr Edward Manning 023 9248 3500 
 Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Church Shop Mrs Edna Gomersall 023 9248 4104 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Deborah Creasy 023 9249 8828 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)    023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter   
023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 1st May 8.00am Eucharist 

EASTER VI 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST with Holy Baptism 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Thursday 5th May 7.30pm Eucharist 

ASCENSION DAY 

Sunday 8th May 8.00am Eucharist 

EASTER VII 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 15th May 8.00am Eucharist 

PENTECOST 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 11.15am Civic Service to bless the Mayor’s Year of 

Office 
 6.30pm Churches Together celebrate Christian Aid at 

Havant United Reformed Church 

Sunday 22nd May 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Thursday 26th May 7.30pm Eucharist 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

Sunday 29th May 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY I 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 5th June 8.00am Eucharist 

TRINITY II 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES: 
Monday  9.15am Eucharist  
 9.45am Healing Prayers 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


