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“We Shall Remember Them” – 11 November 
The Archbishops’ Council has 

commended a set of guidelines 
“Responding to Domestic Abuse” and 
has been endorsed by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams.  
The document is 64 pages in length 
and has been interpreted as implying 
that referring to God as ‘He’ or ‘Lord’ 
and the bride promising to ‘obey’ the 
groom in the marriage service can lead 
to domestic abuse.  It is reported that 
clergy will be advised to reconsider the 
language they use in sermons and to 
check the hymns that are sung to 
remove signs of male oppression.  
What will we call the “Lord’s Prayer”?  

No wonder it leads to headlines 
“Why is the Church so hell-bent on 
self-destruction?”   

What about British Airways only 
allowing employees to wear the cross 
provided it is covered up and cannot 
be seen?  Aren’t we still a Christian 
country? 

Thank you to all those readers who 
informed me about St. Nicholas 
School.  Sara Freeston put me in 
touch with Mark Hughes, the son of 
the headmaster, and he gave me all 
the details which appear on page 9.

 Colin Carter 

For Your Diary 

1-18 November 9am-4pm Parish Shop Open Coach House 

Saturday 4 Nov. 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Tuesday 7 Nov. 6.45pm “Oliver” King’s Theatre 

Thursday 9 Nov. 7.30pm PDG Meeting Rectory 

Monday 13 Nov 8pm Standing Committee Rectory 

Thursday 16 Nov. 7.30pm BMC Meeting 70 Southbrook Rd 

Saturday 18 Nov 7.30pm  Barn Dance Hall/£8 Child/£2 

Saturday 25 Nov 7pm Bell Ringers Dinner Hall/£17 

Monday 27 Nov 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Tuesday 28 Nov. 7.30pm Restoration Appeal Mtg 15 Langbrook Cl. 

Saturday 2 Dec. 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 6 Jan. 8pm Epiphany Dinner Brookfield Hotel 

Monday 15 Jan 8pm Standing Committee Rectory 

Thursday 18 Jan. 9am-noon St Faith’s in the Comm’ty Civic Offices 

Saturday 27 Jan. 7.30pm Burns Night Hall 

Monday 29 Jan 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 3 March 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Monday 12 March 8pm Standing Committee Rectory 

Monday 26 March 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 14 April 7.30pm Youth Club Line Dance Hall 

Sunday 22 April 11.15am APCM Church 

Saturday 7 July 7.30pm Concert HAGO Church 

Friday 5 October 7.30pm Royal Marines Concert Church/£8 
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From the Rector  - Give St Faith’s a Green Check! 

Churches across our diocese have 
been urged to have environmental 
audits this autumn – to check our 
green credentials, so on Sunday 19th 
November we are going to give St 
Faith’s a green check. 

We will make the theme of our service 
‘God’s gift of creation’ and then break 
into groups over coffee in the Hall to 
discuss our worship, children’s work, 
youth work, stewardship of resources 
and outreach to make sure 
environmental issues are given priority 
in each area. 

This audit will ask how often they 
connect with creation through worship, 
whether youngsters are given teaching 
about environmental issues, whether 
church meetings are timetabled to 
save on heating, if green electricity is 
being used, if timber from sustainable 
forests is used in building projects – 
and a host of other questions.  

We will submit our completed audit to 
the diocese and we will each be given 
a personal audit to complete privately 
about our own homes.  At a follow up 
service in January, each member of 
the congregation could also bring up a 
high-energy light bulb they have 
brought from home along with their 
completed personal audit form, lay 
them on the altar, and then take home 
a low-energy bulb.  If all our 
worshippers did one simple thing like 

that, it would actually make a huge 
difference. 

Three trial parishes – St John’s 
Church, Newport, our cathedral and St 
Barnabas’ Church, Swanmore, tried 
out the process over weekends in May 
and June, and were very successful in 
doing so. 

This is happening because our 
diocesan synod passed a motion last 
November calling for environmental 
audits in our churches, diocesan 
offices, and diocesan boards and 
committees.  An environmental 
working party has recommended that 
parishes go through the audit process 
in the autumn, perhaps coinciding with 
harvest services. 

The response of our diocese to the 
challenges posed in ‘Sharing God’s 
Planet’ will be fed back to the national 
Church in March 2007, for 
consideration by the general synod. 

I am sure you will agree that it is 
important for the church to take its 
environmental responsibilities seriously 
and to take a lead, as appropriate, in 
pursuing good practice.  I very much 
hope you will support this venture on 
19th November and attend the service, 
staying afterwards to participate in the 
audit. 

Every blessing,   David 

 

About The Parish
To be more precise, this is about 
parish relief which was the beginning 

of the welfare state.  The first Poor 
Laws were introduced in 1599 and 
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1601 in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
the First and they were extraordinary 
humane and caring.  To be eligible for 
help the poor had to be unable to work 
by virtue of old age or sickness.  But 
there was another significant group of 
recipients – the orphans.  These then 
were the deserving poor.  Which begs 
the questions, who were the 
undeserving poor?  The Elizabethans 
found the answer in the Bible in the 
words of St Paul, “If a man shall not 
work, neither shall he eat!”  So why did 
the Elizabethans introduce the Poor 
Law?  One factor was the wars 
conducted in this reign on land and 
sea which led to large numbers of men 
whose war wounds prevented them 
from working.  Many roamed around 
the countryside in gangs stealing and 
terrorizing parishioners (but how do we 
get them back Roger!?).  However, the 
majority of ex-servicemen who could 
not work were hideously disabled and, 
although begging was against the 
Elizabethan law, many were given help 
by family, friends and compassionate 
strangers.   

In Elizabethan times, there were 9000 
parishes, each with a squire who as 
the local magistrate administered the 
law.  The deserving poor received 
outdoor relief in the form of either a 
pension of between 4 and 6 pence 
weekly or received payment in kind in 
the form of food, clothes and fuel.  
They were called “Collectioners” and 
were obliged to wear a cloth badge on 
their coat to indicate that they were 
dependant on parish charity.  To pay 
for the help given by the parish, rates 
were collected from householders “of 
ability”.  The able bodied were required 
to work in Workhouses for their 
maintenance.  Poverty was mostly 

found in rural areas, often as a result 
of a failed harvest.  I was once told by 
an ex-Relieving Officer (more about 
them later) that you always found 
poverty where there was a cathedral!  
(Since I was then a young man 
responsible for visiting and assessing 
the needs of people applying for help 
in Winchester from the then National 
Assistance Board, it was not good 
news!  

In 1662 parishes became responsible 
for the migrant poor.  Hitherto, 
vagrants had been whipped and simply 
moved out of the parish.  Now they 
became the responsibility of the parish 
in which they were born.  In practice, 
this was unworkable and normally the 
parish in which they had lived for three 
years had to take the responsibility for 
them.  In 1697, parish officers were 
given the authority to compel “masters” 
to take parish apprentices, who were 
usually orphans.   In 1723, pensioners 
were forced to forgo parish relief 
unless they entered a workhouse.  The 
humanity of the original Elizabethan 
Poor was fast disappearing.  Next 
month, we learn of an extraordinary 
piece of economic engineering devised 
in 1794 by magistrates meeting in the 
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Pelican Inn in a place named 
Speenhamland in the County of 
Berkshire.  For this and much more, 
get “Faith Matters” next month!   

 Roger Bryant

 

Property Development Group Meeting 10 October 
Church.  As a result of the 
consultation, our architects have 
produced a sketch of the proposed 
changes to the church showing an 
extension to the south side for a two 
storey building with the entrance 
adjacent to the Lady Chapel.  The 
Lady Chapel and High Altar remain 
with a portable Nave Altar provided.  It 
is also proposed that stackable chairs 
could replace the pews so that the 
church could have a large area for 
various functions with curtains 
provided to shield off the chancel for 
such occasions.  The amount of 
excavation in the churchyard would be 
reduced and the flow from West Street 
to the porch at the west door and from 
South Street to the new extension 
would be improved.  The changes 
proposed should satisfy the majority of 
objections received during the 
feasibility study and should reduce the 

costs of the development.  However, 
more discussions will be taking place 
before the changes are finalised.  The 
architects are now seeking comments 
from English Heritage and from the 
HBC planners. 

Christchurch Centre.  The doctors 
will not be extending their lease 
beyond the break point of 9 June 2007.  
Discussions are taking place with 
various organisations as to the future 
development of the centre. 

Way Ahead.  The Council is hosting a 
work shop for us from 9am-noon on 
Thursday 18 January 2007 and has 
invited all interested parties to the Civic 
Offices (Comm Room 1), when the 
development of all church properties 
will be discussed with a view of getting 
partners for each development.  The 
theme is “St. Faith’s in the 
Community”.   

 

 

The greatest pleasure in life is LOVE 
The greatest treasure CONTENTMENT 

The greatest possession HEALTH 
The greatest ease is SLEEP 

The greatest medicine is a TRUE FRIEND 

Sir William Temple 
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The Inquisitive Mind of a Child 
Why are they selling poppies, mummy? 

Selling poppies in town today 
The poppies, child are flowers of love 

For the men who marched away 
But, why have they chosen a poppy, mummy? 

Why not a beautiful rose? 
Because, my child, men fought and died 

In the fields where the poppies grow 
But why are the poppies so red? 

Red is the colour of blood, my child 
The blood our soldiers shed 

The heart of the poppy is black, mummy 
Why does it have to be black? 

Black, my child, is the symbol of grief 
For the men who never came back. 

But, why mummy, are you crying so? 
Your tears are giving you pain 

My tears are my fears for you my child 
For the world is FORGETTING AGAIN. 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
For the last two years we have supported the Samaritans Purse Children’s Shoe 
Box Appeal and this year is no exception.  We are hoping to send more boxes this 
year and are going to include the Shoe Box Appeal with the Toy Service on Sunday 
3 December at the 9.30am service.  Last year Operation Christmas Child sent 1.18 
million shoe boxes to some 13 countries including Belarus, Mozambique and 
Serbia.  We have leaflets with all the information needed to fill a box and also a 
DVD or video showing children receiving their boxes last year.  It is lovely to see the 
joy on the children’s faces as they see that somebody cares enough to give them a 
present, and it is great fun filling the box with all sorts of things.  If you would like to 

fill a box and would like more information please contact Sandra Haggan. (023 

9245 5161). 

 

Christmas Greetings 
Would you like to send a Christmas greeting to parishioners at St. Faith’s Church 
and St. Nicholas’ Chapel via the magazine?  Should you wish to do this, please 
write your greeting, giving details to whom it is for, with your own name, clearly 
marking it “Christmas Greetings” and put it in the brightly coloured red “post box” on 

the table in the Church by Sunday 12 November.  Greetings will appear in the 
December edition of the magazine. 
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The Pope’s Regensburg Lecture 
Father David made a brave attempt in 
his sermon on 17 September to 
address some of the issues raised by 
Pope Benedict XVI in his lecture at 
Regensburg University a few days 
before.  Since then, an English 
translation of the full text has been 
published in the Roman Catholic 
weekly ‘The Tablet’, so here are some 
observations on it. 

As has now been widely reported, the 
Pope’s main concern was to argue the 
essential reasonableness of the 
Catholic faith, based on a synthesis 
between the faith and ancient Greek 
philosophy; thus acting unreasonably 
must be contrary to God’s nature.  

So far so good, one might think; but he 
then goes on to criticise movements 
which he accuses of trying to ‘de-
Hellenise’ Christianity.  His list included 
the 16th-century Reformers, whose 
teachings were of course vital for the 
development of the Church of England; 
liberal Protestants in the 19th-20th 
centuries such as Harnack, who 
emphasised Jesus and his teaching 
rather than traditional dogmas; and 
modern scientists.  In these central 
sections of his lecture he reserves his 
sharpest criticism for Christians 
outside Europe who have argued that 
if a Greek element could be 
incorporated in the faith as it 
developed around the Mediterranean 
2000 years ago, then so can elements 
from other cultures – Indian, Chinese 
or whatever.  Obviously the Pope’s 
traditional, Eurocentric version of 
Christianity is highly controversial and 
subject to critical debate – something 
which we might forget as we see his 
cuddly image on our TV screens.  

Our media has however ignored most 
of this to focus on the first two 
paragraphs of his lecture, which relate 
to Islam.  And his quotation from the 
Byzantine Emperor Manuel II on 
Muhammad (‘evil and inhuman…’) 
does stand out as the most violent 
language in the whole lecture.  It’s 
hardly surprising that it should have 
upset Muslims – more so it would 
seem than his really fundamental 
scholarly critique of their idea of God’s 
transcendence as implying His 
irrationality.  He has since made it 
clear that he does not share Manuel 
II’s view of Muhammad.  We can take 
this as a sincere apology, but it is 
worrying that the most prominent 
Christian leader should have allowed 
such a misunderstanding to arise.  
Even in an academic lecture, a Pope 
needs to choose his words carefully.  

The Pope quoted Manuel in support of 
the argument that spreading the faith 
by force – of which he was accusing 
Muslims – is contrary to reason and 
therefore to God’s nature.  But what 
was lacking in his lecture was even the 
briefest acknowledgement that the RC 
Church has, during its long history, 
repeatedly been guilty of that very 
thing.  A few examples will have to 
suffice – in the late 8th century during 
the campaigns against the heathen 
Saxons in north-west Germany, refusal 
to accept baptism and even to abstain 
from meat in Lent became capital 
offences, and recalcitrant prisoners 
were massacred.  Later on the 
Northern Crusades were waged 
against the Baltic peoples (Estonians, 
Latvians and others) to force them to 
convert.  There was the Albigensian 
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Crusade against the ‘heretic’ Cathars 
in southern France; not to mention the 
Wars of Religion between Catholics 
and Protestants across much of 
Europe in the 16th-17th centuries.  By 
contrast, the Muslims certainly 
conquered territories which had been 
under Christian rulers, in the Middle 
East, Sicily, Spain and eventually the 
Balkans; but generally they did not try 
to force the inhabitants to accept 
Islam. Christians and Jews were 
tolerated provided they paid a tax, and 
their communities survived.  However 
when the Catholic monarchs of Spain 
reconquered the whole country in 
1492, Jews (followed shortly by 
Muslims) were given a choice between 
conversion or expulsion.  

Of course the RC Church in recent 
years has repudiated forcible 
conversion, but the Pope’s failure to 
acknowledge its past weakens 
criticisms that can legitimately be 
levelled against Muslims now.  
Christians and other non-Muslims 
ought to enjoy the same rights in 
Muslim lands that Muslims are now 
allowed in Europe.  Muslims are 
entitled to protest against what they 
perceive as attacks on their religion – 
but should do so peacefully, as most 
probably the great majority would 

agree.  

Moreover, when the Pope reminded us 
of Manuel II’s complaints against 
Islam, he could have acknowledged 
that the Byzantine Empire was under 
fire from Latin Catholics as well as 
from the Turks.  In fact it was the 
infamous 4th Crusade (1204), in which 
the Crusaders actually captured and 
ransacked Constantinople, which had 
fatally weakened it.  And the mediaeval 
Papacy did not scruple to take 
advantage of the Empire’s weakness, 
by trying to pressurise the Byzantines 
to accept the authority of Rome.  
These events are remembered by the 
Greeks to this day, and complicate 
Orthodox-RC relations.  

One might also note that in the Pope’s 
critique of modern scientists, there is 
no sign of regret at his Church’s 
attempts to suppress scientific 
discoveries, e.g. by Galileo.  But what 
is needed is not a string of apologies - 
simply honest acknowledgements that 
the record of the RC Church is far from 
perfect in these areas.  Pope John 
Paul II understood this better than 
Benedict XVI apparently does – which 
is a shame, as there’s obviously much 
that he has to say which would be of 

value for us all.  Michael Laird 
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A Visit to the Medina Mosque 
As a member of the Hampshire 
Standing Advisory Committee on 
Religious Education (SACRE), I was 
invited by the Muslim Council of 
Southampton to visit the Medina 
Mosque.  It was a day full of 
references to Islam; in the morning on 
Radio Four the service included both 
the African Kerrie and the Muslim call 
to prayer and later in the service at St 
Faiths Father David spoke about the 
Pope's lecture which had offended 
some of the Islamic community. 

The Medina Mosque is located in St 
Mary's Southampton not far from the 
Saints Football Stadium.  There are 
1,200 mosques in Britain and this is 
one of the 250 purpose built ones.  I 
had seen it built but had never been 
inside.  The invitation had advised me 
to dress modestly and I took a scarf.  
There was a warm welcome at the 
door where I removed my shoes and 
stored them in a large rack and was 
offered refreshments.  There was a 
very distinguished panel of seven 
which included: an Imam, Sir Iqbal 
AKM Sacranie OBE, Judge Khurshid 
Drabu, Prof. Tariq Ramadan and John 
Denham MP.  The theme for the 
afternoon was 'Towards Understanding 
Jihad'.   I learnt a great deal; there are 
two million Muslims in Britain fifty per 
cent of these were born here and fifty 
per cent are under twenty four years 
old there are increasing member of 
one parent families.  A lot of what I 
heard reminded me of St. Faiths and 
that Christian's and Muslims have so 
much in common.  They also have 
problems with buildings, the design of 
mosques is changing - the domes 
were built to amplify sound and the 

minarets for the call to prayer and are 
often not included in new mosques, 
often people are not happy with these 
changes.  A Catholic priest, Canon 
O'Shea, opened the seminar by 
delivering a letter of apology and 
spoke about the meaning of the Pope's 
lecture.  We were told about the core 
values of Islam and heard quotes from 
the Qur’an: 'Behold Allah, enjoys 
justice and the doing of good and 
generosity to neighbours'.  Peace and 
tranquillity are central to Islam and 
Jihad means standing up for justice or 
the struggle to advance your cause.  
The Judge said we are all jihad's and 
gave the example of the long struggle 
they had had to get planning consent 
for the mosque and the daily struggles 
that people have in their lives.  The 
only female on the panel was an Irish 
woman who had converted to Islam 
and reminded me very much of the 
cheerful round faced nuns that I was 
taught by at school.  She was dressed 
much the same too, accept that she 
was dressed all in pink rather than 
black.  There was much discussion 
about the war in Iran and the need to 
engage in politics, one quote I noted 
was 'foreign policy is the essence of 
violence'.  I found Prof. Ramadan’s 
presentation particularly interesting, he 
lectures all over the world on 
philosophy and social justice he 
described 'emotion as being at the top 
and spirituality at the bottom'.  There 
was a mixed audience of men and 
women from many faiths.  I sat with the 
women and was struck by how well 
behaved the children were, they played 
quietly on the carpet and the mothers 
responded quickly when they became 
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bored fathers also came over to give a 
hand when the children became tired.  
We finished the day with curry and 
many people came up and offered to 
come into schools to talk to the pupils 
about Islam. 

I found it a fascinating and valuable 
day which brought home to me how 
much we have in common.  

Ann Buckley 

 

St. Nicholas School 
St. Nicholas School was an 
independent preparatory school for 
boys at 63, South Street, Havant.  My 
father, Ivor Hughes, was headmaster 
from 1949 to 1959.  He was ably 
assisted by my mother, Jo Hughes, 
who used to refer to herself as the 
'head cook and bottle washer'.  She 
was responsible for all the catering, 
looking after pupils who had accidents 
or who became unwell whilst at school, 
in fact anything that my father could 
not deal with.  In those days we had a 
Navy of some proportion and many of 
the boys were the sons of naval 
families.  Pupils also came from 
Hayling Island and as the old road 
bridge could not withstand the weight 
of a fully loaded Southdown single 
decker bus, they all had to get off and 
walk across the bridge, rain or shine, 
and then get back on the bus on the 
other side and continue their journey. 

My parents bought the school in 1949 
when it was called 'Manor House 
School' and was co-educational 
catering for pupils from the age of 6 till 
leaving age.  The girl's parents and the 
parents of boys over the age of 13 
years were given plenty of warning so 
that suitable alternative placements 
could be achieved. 

I seem to remember that the school 
was bought to give me a good 
educational start in life; you could do 

that sort of thing in those days.  My 
father was the only headmaster during 
the dates above and it  always seemed 
to be a happy school. 

On the 31st January 1953, the night of 
the East Coast floods, my  father 
suffered a heart attack and spent the 
next three or more  months in St. 
Mary's Hospital in Portsmouth.  The 
school was run during that time by the 
senior master, Evan Jones, and my 
mother.  I think the pressures of 
running a school and also treatments 
we have today were not available back 
then and he continued to have heart 
attacks.  In the end our family doctor, 
Jimmy Rickett, whose surgery was in 
East Street, sent my father up to see 
the Queen's physician in  Harley Street 
who told my father that if he did not 
give up, his life expectancy was not 
good. 

The school and its seven acres of 
ground were put up for sale and was 
sold to a man who said he wanted a 
school for his children.  Alas, he was a 
property developer and the result of his 
work is still to be seen at the southern 
end of South Street. 

One thing I do remember about the 
grounds was a wonderful Cedar of 
Lebanon.  It must have been hundreds 
of years old but sadly became a victim 
of the Havant by-pass.  I hope it put up 
a good fight and gave the road builders 
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a good challenge. 

The time I spent living at St. Nicholas 
was a very happy one.  I was 5 years 
old when we moved there and 15 when 
we left.  Sadly, neither of my parents 
are still alive.  My father passed away 
in 1992 at the age of 90 and my 
mother three years later.  My mother 
did start to write a book based on the 
happenings at St. Nicholas.  I seem to 
remember she titled the manuscript 
"Chalk & Cheese".  I looked through all 
her effects when she passed away but, 
sadly, there was no sign of "Chalk & 
Cheese". 

I, in fact, was confirmed by Canon 
Duke-Baker at St. Faith's in June 1956.  

I always remember after the 
confirmation service Canon Duke- 
Baker's sister came up to my mother 
and asked how my wrists were.  The 
truth was that not long before I was 
due to go up to St. Faith's for the 
service, it was realized that I did not 
have a suitable white shirt and one of 
the women who helped my mother was 
despatched to buy one for me to wear 
which when put on had arms that were 
far too long and made it look as though 
I had bandaged wrists! 

Mark Hughes

 

(Mark was born in Havant at a house called 'April Cottage' in North Close, Wade 
Court in 1943 and now lives in Hambrook) 

 

Ann Griffiths also informed me that Mrs. Wallace, now in her 90s, told her that her 
husband was the last master to leave the school in 1959.  There is a picture of the 
Old Rectory in “Bygone Havant” by Ralph Cousins and Peter Rogers, which also 
says that this was later the home of St Nicholas School (63 South Street).  The 
Rectory grounds were where Juniper Square is now situated, so called because of 
the Juniper tree in the grounds of the School. 

A Peter Franklin from Stoughton, who has rung the bells at St. Faith’s, also attended 
the school.  
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Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 

THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding 
receptions as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage 
Restaurant offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally 
produced, fresh ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat 
uniquely the Hotel has a wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines 
direct to the public. Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings 
are held throughout the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk                          bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
 

Amanda Welch MCFHP MAFHP    Foot Health Practitioner 

How can I help you?  

If you suffer from any of the following foot conditions 

 Painful corns, callus, toe deformities or bunions 

 Toe nails that are difficult to manage or ingrown toenails 

 Athletes foot, verucca or fungal infection 

Appointments available at Surgery 1 Maplewood Bedhampton 

Home visits available       Telephone 023 9249 9907 
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B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care.        B S Care Ltd 

Hampshire County Council Accredited                             Crosby House 

 13b South Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1BU 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

              Hugh Stary 
Plumbing and Heating Services 
Installations  Repairs  

Maintenance 
 

                                  tel: 023 9242 347 
                            mobile: 07977 216932 
                    email: hugh_stary@hotmail.com 
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St Faith’s November 2006 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.Not how a Scout is expected to be 

(10) 

Across 
 1.Liberated craftsmen form an 

exclusive society (10) 
 8.They go to banks to make 

withdrawals (7) 
 9.Said not to be the best German food 

(5) 
10.Antony requested their loan (4) 
11.Can sound a complete ass, but is 

genuine (8) 
13.Being a follower rather than a leader 

(5) 
14.Water sources for a city (5) 
16.Witches meeting worker to make an 

agreement (8) 
17.To make up some sort of shape(4) 
20.Composed carol for a Spanish poet 

(5) 
21.Printer’s type is a model of 

excellence (7) 

Down  
 1.Old one once cherished (5) 
 3.Appearance of one in male group (4) 
 5.Information on bird given for journalist 

(8) 
 7.Holds back near orchestra (6) 
12.Told story of twisted line (8) 
13.”Oft did the harvest to their ------ yield” 

(6) 
18.Mad about one without end, a singular 

entity (5) 

 2.Enthusiastic animals always ready for 
action (5,7) 

 4.Little sibling relative gets the bird (6) 
 6.Crafty evader was a young thief (6,6) 
15.Like a nasty critic picks off his victim 

(6) 
19.Support provided by public relations 

operation (4) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th November please! 
Answers to October 2006 Crossword 
Across: 1.Beefeaters, 8.Special, 9.Leech, 10.Soma, 11.Inaction, 13.Basso, 14.Lance, 
16.Abnormal, 17.Fast, 20.Tarot, 21.Lacerta, 22.Apotheosis. 
Down: 1.Busts, 2.Eleemosynary, 3.Emir, 4.Talent, 5.Rollcall, 6.Legionnaires, 7.Chance, 
12.Doorstep, 13.Beauty, 15.Bad Lot, 18.Traps, 19.Acre. 
 

Three entries were received this month, all correct, from Ann Slade, Ruth Tunks  and Joy 
Utting. 

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11 

 
       

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          
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Word Search – Come Dancing 
“Strictly Come Dancing” is back on BBC1 on a Saturday and we have a “Barn 
Dance” on 18th November, so can you find the dances in the grid below?  Words 
may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  

All words are contiguous in the grid. Colin Carter 

 

BARN FOXTROT QUICK STEP 
BALLROOM JITTERBUG SAMBA 
BLACKBOTTOM JIVE TAP 
BOSSA NOVA LAP TANGO 
CHARLESTON LANCERS TEA DANCE 
CONGA LINE DANCING VALLEETA 
DISCO MILITARY TWO STEP WALTZ 
FANDANGO POLKA  

 
 
 

M B C F M O T T O B K C A L B 

I O O G N A D N A F A H S I A 

L A N C E R S M N B B A A N L 

I L O F V Z X A B C O R T E L 

T A N G O Y A M M O S L E D R 

A F H Y A X G Y E B S E E A O 

R A O M B A T N G H A S L N O 

Y V T W S Q O R P V N T L C M 

T E A D A N C E O F O O A I G 

W M A Y V L S G L T V N V N H 

O K G J A B T X K V A I E G C 

S L N P N Y A Z A P Y B V B N 

T P O B E E P J B A R N I L H 

E M C K G U B R E T T I J M G 

P D I S C O P E T S K C I U Q 

 

1  2     4 5   6  7               
8         9    
             
1
0 
   1

1 
     1

2 
       1       1
3 

1
4 
    1

5 
 1
6 
1
7 
    

             
 1
8 
 1
9 
      2

0 
  

             
2
1 
    2

2 
       

             
 2
3 
      2

4 
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A Ride Around the Churches 
‘Travel by car to another area and start 
your ride from there’ was the advice on 
the list of churches which the 
Hampshire and the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust produced as guidance 
for the sponsored bike ride and walk. 

This was the sixth year which my 
husband David and I had taken part in 
the sponsored ride.  The idea of 
cycling and visiting churches of all 
denominations, old and new, large and 
small, interests us.  At the same time it 
is an excellent idea to be able to raise 
money through sponsorship which will 
be given to support historic churches 
(and especially good that St Faith’s 
benefits from half of the money we 
raise). 

In the past we have visited churches in 
Portsmouth, cycled over to Chichester 
and back through the Downs and 
explored the churches in our 
immediate area of Leigh Park, 
Emsworth and Bedhampton.  This year 
we chose the churches in and around 
Winchester. 

No, we didn’t cycle all the way there 
but, after signing in here at St Faith’s 
and at the United Reform Church, we 
loaded the bikes onto our car and 
together with our friend John Sawtell 
from St Alban’s West Leigh, we drove 
over to Shawford Down.  The weather 
couldn’t have been better.  It was 
sunny and warm and there was only a 
light breeze which always seemed to 
be blowing in the right direction! 

The first church we visited was St Mary 
the Virgin at Twyford.  Preparations 
were underway for a wedding and the 
church was full of flowers.  These 
complemented the amazing Chagall 

banners decorating the church which a 
local artist has produced as a reminder 
of the common heritage which Jews 
and Christians share.  We could have 
stayed a long time there but time 
pressed and there were more 
churches to visit. 

We claimed the Traveller’s Dole at the 
Church of St Cross and sat outside the 
building in the sunshine sampling a 
little mug of beer and a crust of bread. 

It was interesting to see the 
differences between all the churches in 
their history, the layout of their 
buildings and their services but 
wherever we went we were met with 
smiling faces and offers of soft drinks 
and biscuits.  I told myself that a 
biscuit a church was necessary to give 
me more energy for the hills that 
inevitably lay ahead.  Altogether we 
signed in at eleven churches and had 
a completely lovely day. 

We are most grateful to our generous 
sponsors, thank you one and all for 
helping us to raise well over £100.  
The organisation of the event is 
complex and grateful thanks is due to 
Audrey Currie, here at St Faith’s, 
whose job it is not only to give out the 
forms but to collate the results and to 
make sure that all the monies are in 
and forwarded on to the Historic 
Churches Trust. 

It is really a great day out and benefits 
a good cause so why not sign up to go 
next year?  There is no need to cycle, 
walking will do just as well (as Sheila 
Creech did last year) and Richard 
Acworth tells me that people used to 
ride on horseback in his parish in 
Devon.  So, why not join in next 
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September? Hillary Deadman  

   

 

Outside St Paul's Church, WInchester –  

Right to left:John Sawtell from St Alban's West Leigh, David & Hilary Deadman 

 

Cycle Ride & Walk – 9 September 
I would like to thank the five riders and the walker who took part in the Annual Cycle 
Ride & Walk on Saturday 9 September. 

They raised the grand total of £239.20 of which St. Faith’s will receive half.  I 

appreciate the time and effort given by you all. Audrey Currie 

 

New Advertiser 
We have a new advertiser on page 12 “Shawyers Tree Specialists”.  It’s that time of 
year when we think of our tree care.  When you telephone “Shawyers” tell them that 
you saw their advert in “Faith Matters”.   

We have lost “Carpet Trends” in West Street from page 13 as it has stopped trading.  
This space is now available. 
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“I am because we are” - Reflections on a trip to Ghana 

It seems as if everyone has had their 
say on Africa and its needs in recent 
weeks.  Therein lays a big mistake, in 
my opinion: all talk about Africa is 
framed around its needs and its 
problems.  Whilst this is hardly 
surprising, given the enormity of the 
challenges facing the continent, it is a 
great shame, for I believe that one 
African country in particular has a 
great deal to teach the rest of the 
world about the simple yet difficult task 
of living together. 

I am just coming to the end of a 
Sabbatical period, part of which has 
been spent in Ghana.  This was my 
third visit to this beautiful country, the 
first two having been taken up with 
visiting churches and forming links 
through the Interdiocesan West Africa 
Link.  On these occasions I was struck 
by how peaceful, stable and law-
abiding the country is - despite its 
position in a turbulent part of West 
Africa - an impression that has been 
confirmed in discussions since.  My 
purpose this time was to look into the 
reasons for this, not as an Africanist or 
a social anthropologist, neither of 
which I am, but as a parish priest trying 
to contribute towards the building up of 
community in my town of Ryde, Isle of 
Wight, and wanting to learn good 
practice from anywhere in the world 
that might have something to teach us.   

The overwhelming impression created 
in my discussions with people in two 
different areas, one in a rural setting in 
a small town near the eastern shore of 
the Volta Lake, the second in the 
capital of the country’s northernmost 
region, was that of unity.  Life is not 
divided up into different compartments 

– commerce, politics, home life, 
religion; all is interconnected.   
Underlying all this is the link between 
the living and dead in traditional 
African religion and the importance of 
ancestors.  This is an ever-present 
reality, even for the majority of 
Ghanaians who are Christian or 
Muslim.  This link is not always benign, 
for it makes the person feel they are 
being constantly watched.  For 
example, a highly intelligent Anglican 
priest whom I have known for years 
confessed to a sense of guilt at not 
having visited his father’s widow since 
the funeral, fearing that his ghost might 
rise up to rebuke him.  Despite this, 
the effects are generally positive, for it 
gives everyone a sense that they are 
part of something greater than 
themselves. 

The guardian of the link between the 
living and the dead is one of the jobs 
of the Chief whose importance in any 
African town or village can hardly be 
over-exaggerated.  It is a task that not 
all chiefs feel competent to undertake: 
the Chief of Bolgatanga, for example, 
who is a Pentecostalist (and a 
pharmacist), delegates this part of his 
work to his elders.  A chief is also 
involved in many more mundane tasks, 
which might be undertaken in this 
country by a Councillor or a policeman.  
The locally elected officials, such as 
MPs or Assembly-People will always 
defer to the chief before raising a 
matter (such as sanitation or local 
investment) in Parliament or (district) 
Assembly.  The Chief may then 
summon a Gong-gong meeting in 
response, at which elected officials will 
be asked to speak.  He may also be 
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involved in arbitration in disputes well 
before they come to the police, and 
works together with the Queen Mother 
on matters concerning women, health 
and education, particularly HIV/AIDS.  
Although there is nothing democratic 
about the chieftaincy system, it 
appears to give a sense of unity, 
participation and ownership to local 
government which our elected officials 
could only dream of.  It helps Ghana 
considerably that its 33 tribes seem to 
get on pretty well (with the exception of 
some skirmishes in the north and 
north-east in recent years), and that 
the country absorbs refugees and 
immigrants without noticeable 
destabilisation.  According to a local 
policeman I met, a person who wanted 
to sow conflict in Ghana would find 
himself very much out of place. 

A third reason for Ghana’s stability lies 
in the extended family.  Some of these 
can be so large that they can be little 
communities in themselves.  When I 
asked why there was so little crime in a 
given community, I was given the 
answer, “so many people are related to 
each other, you might find yourself 
stealing from your family”.  The family 
was also cited as a reason for inter-
religious harmony, since it might 
contain Christians and Muslims, so 
“you’ve got to get on with them!”  
Traditionally, the family would seek to 
support members in need and sponsor 
students’ education, but inflation is 
making this more and more difficult.  
Many families are finding that, with the 
best will in the world, they simply 
cannot afford to support each other 
and are so being forced into ‘nuclear’ 
attitudes, turning their back on people 
in need.  Ghanaians cherish the 
extended family, but it is under 

tremendous pressure. 

As for religion, there is no aspect of 
Ghanaian life that is so public and “in 
your face”.  Everyone returns from the 
country with a favourite religious shop 
name.  From “Almighty God welding 
services” to the “O my God! Vegetable 
store” and my personal favourite, the 
“With God all things are possible 
beauty salon,” religious faith and 
commerce are very closely intertwined.  
It doesn’t stop there.  Anyone taking a 
journey on public transport (minibus), 
might be asked to start or end the 
journey praying for “travelling mercies”, 
and a football reporter writing about 
Ghana’s recent World Cup victory over 
South Africa thanked Almighty God for 
his mercy before settling down to 
match analysis.  Churches are 
everywhere, often competing with each 
other, and as you walk around a 
Ghanaian town in the evening, reggae 
and highlife music will blend with 
shouts and singing from high-intensity 
prayer meetings.  Yet underneath this 
aggressive surface lies considerable 
religious tolerance.  The schools 
(many run by churches) will teach 
about Christianity, Islam, Hinduism (in 
the big cities) and traditional African 
religion and will contain children of all 
faiths.  The teachers I spoke to were 
emphatic that all are “children of one 
God”.  This attitude is mirrored in 
ecumenical and Christian-Muslim 
relationships. 

It is sometimes argued that 
ecumenism and inter-faith enthusiasm 
are by-products of secularism, where 
people of faith “huddle together for 
warmth” against the godless hordes.  
Its enthusiasts are liberals who have 
given up on evangelism and church 
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growth.  This already dubious theory is 
blown apart by Ghana’s experience, 
where most churches are full and 
growing (especially the Pentecostals).  
Yet it was a Pentecostal minister who 
insisted to me that Christians should 
see each other as one and that 
Christian-Muslim co-operation was 
paramount.  Though Islam is stronger 
in the north, Muslims (who have 
historically been traders) are to be 
found in virtually every village and town 
throughout Ghana, complete with 
mosque.  Yet the few areas of conflict 
in recent years have had little or 
nothing to do with religion, and both 
communities take active steps to build 
bridges between each other, such as 
football matches, invitations to major 
festivals and peace marches before 
elections.  Yet the Al-hajji who tells me 
this is no pushover: he presides over 
the building of a vast new mosque and 
looks to the expansion of his faith.   

The Anglican Church is closely 
involved in all this, as it is in many 
other good things.  Although strong in 
the south, it is a fairly small church 
overall in comparison to others, yet 
punches above its weight when it 
comes to schools and social projects.  
Anglican schools are usually 
oversubscribed and its small 
congregations in the far north support 
a home for abandoned babies, a 
women’s textile centre and a 
reforestation programme, amongst 

other things.  Liturgically, it is a unique 
mixture of the BCP, Catholic ritualism, 
charismatic prayer, singing and 
drumming and evangelical preaching.  
Its priests are also well trained to offer 
critical comments on things like the 
Prosperity Gospel, a growing 
movement in West Africa.  I always 
come away from Ghana proud to be an 
Anglican. 

Ghana is a very poor country.  I went 
there soon after the announcement of 
the cancellation of their debt (which 
has made Tony Blair into something of 
a national hero), but that money needs 
to get to the grassroots where people – 
especially in the north- are really 
suffering at present.  As someone said 
to me “democracy begins with 
breakfast”.  However it is rich in a 
sense of community and of everyone 
having a place in society.  “I am 
because we are”.  I returned home 
from a hot and steamy country to a 
cool and windy English summer.  More 
than that: my beloved country seems 
more and more to be becoming a 
place where people are making a cold, 
lonely and unaccompanied journey 
through life, death and into an 
uncertain beyond.  I returned with a 
resolve to make the church at least 
into a warmer place of belonging.   

Revd Hugh Wright, Vicar of St 
John's, Ryde, IoW 

 

 

Correspondence Column 
I wonder if your readers have heard of T.W.A.M. (Tools With A Mission).  I was very 
pleased to be put in touch with this organisation.  All the old tools that I cannot use 
or do not need have gone to be put to good use in the Developing Countries.  They 



 -22- 

were also glad of a lovely old sewing machine that was too heavy for me to lift.  
Haberdashery items are also welcome.  The local collector is Mrs. I. Edwards on 
023 9246 8123.  It is indeed satisfying to know that so many unwanted items can go 

to a good home and not find their way to the dump!   Mrs. M. J. Medley 

 

Social Events in November 
Saturday 18th – 7.30pm to 10.30pm Barn Dance in the Church 
Hall, includes a meal but bring your own drinks.  Cost £8 Adults 
£2 Children 

 

Saturday 25th – 7pm for 7.30pm Bell Ringers Christmas 
Dinner in the Church Hall.  Cost £17 and includes wine.  Order your meal 
from a three course menu from Barbara Skilleter. 

 

 

 

From the Registers – October 
14th Marriage of Claire Strugnell and Ryan Glover 

18th Funeral of Dorothy May Gawley 

30th In Memoriam Bob Harvey 
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 WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9278 1203 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 2949 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop Mrs Sheila Warlow 023 9247 5447 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)    023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter   
023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 5th November 8.00am Eucharist 

ALL SAINTS AND 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

ALL SOULS 9.30am ALL SAINTS FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 3.00pm All Souls Day Memorial Service 

 

Sunday 12th November 8.00am Eucharist 

REMEMBRANCE 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 

10.50am  REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE AT WAR 

   MEMORIAL followed by service in Church 
                       6.30pm   Service for Mission at Havant URC 

 

Sunday 19th November 8.00am Eucharist 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

BEFORE ADVENT 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST: Celebration of God’s 
  Work in Creation.   
  Preacher: The Revd Alex Hughes 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 26th November 8.00am Eucharist 

CHRIST THE KING 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong  
 

Tuesday 28th November 6.15pm Christingle Service 

 

Sunday 3rd December 8.00am Eucharist 

ADVENT SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am TOY SERVICE, including Shoe Box Appeal  
 3.00pm Advent Poetry, Prose & Carols 

 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES 

Monday  9.15am Eucharist 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


