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From the Editor 
At the end of February, Beryl and I 
attended the funeral of a naval 
colleague at St. Illtud’s Church in 
Llantwit Major some 15 miles to the 
west of Cardiff.  The church at Llantwit 
Major stands on one of the oldest 
Christian sites in Britain and dates 
from about 500AD when a church, 
school and monastery were founded 
by St. Illtud.  Illtud was one of the 
Celtic saints, preachers and teachers 
who kept Christianity alive after the 
Romans left Britain.  The story of Illtud 
is a maze of myth and legend.  He was 
said to have been a soldier who was 
converted by St. Cadog of Llancarfan.  
His original church (or Llan) would 
have been a small wooden building 
surrounded by a number of wood and 
wattle huts, where the saint and his 
followers lived.  Illtud started a school 
which has been described as the first 
British University.  The church of St. 

Illtud is really two churches.  The west 
church is the smaller and older of the 
two and was rebuilt by the Normans 
around 1100 on the site of the Celtic 
church.  In the 13th century the east 
church was built as an extension to the 
older church.  When you visit a church 
outside the diocese in the UK or when 
abroad please find out the history of 
the church and write an article for the 
magazine. 

Don’t forget the Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting on Sunday 22 April 

after the 9.30am service.  This is your 
chance to ask questions about the 
proposed development, finances and 
any other church business. 

We have two new advertisers “New 
Leaf Tree Surgery” (inside back cover) 
and “Next Floor” (page 15).  Let them 
know you saw them in “Faith Matters”.

 Colin Carter 

For Your Diary 
Sunday 22 April 11.15am APCM Church 

Saturday 5 May 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 12 May 7.30pm Concert Wyndcliffe Singers Church/£6Child£2 

Tuesday 15 May 7.30pm Restoration Committee Meeting 15 Langbrook Close 

Saturday 2 June 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 16 June 7.30pm Concert Cantemus Choir  Church/£6Child£2 

Sunday 1 July 4pm Strawberry Tea Church/Hall/£3 

Saturday 7 July 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 7 July 7.30pm Concert Hampshire Guitar Orch. Church/£6Child£2 

8-14 July 7.30pm Dynamo Performances Church 

Saturday 4 August 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 1 September 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 8 September 10am-3pm Town Fair Church 

Friday 5 October 7.30pm Royal Marines Concert Church/£8Chilld£2 

Saturday 6 October 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 3 November 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 24 November 7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Church Hall 

Saturday 1 December 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

From the Rector -What’s good about Good Friday? 
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That’s the question my children ask me 
– and then of course answer it 
themselves!  “It’s because Jesus died 
and then came back to life on Easter 
Sunday”, they chime.  So it’s called 
‘Good Friday’ because something 
good came out of it.  But if it’s as 
functional as that why do we pay such 
attention to Good Friday, and not 
ignore it, waiting instead for Sunday’s 
celebrations, when the whole 
sequence of events from Jesus’ 
entrance to Jerusalem to the meeting 
between Mary and the risen Lord can 
be seen together? 

Indeed it is crucial that all the events of 
Jesus’ life are seen through an 
understanding of where his ministry led 
him and in particular, how he was 
raised from the dead.  But we can, 
however, meaningfully look at aspects 
of his life, including his death.  
According to the Christian tradition 
Jesus’ suffering at Calvary atones for 
the sins of the whole world.  Through 
Jesus’ death we are all given the 
opportunity to be ‘at one’ with God.  
But what does this mean and how 
does this work? 

In Mel Gibson’s amazing film of Holy 
Week, we see the excruciating pain 
that is heaped upon Jesus leading up 
to his death.  He is not only physically, 
brutally, tortured before having to drag 
his cross through the streets of 
Jerusalem to be nailed on to it and 
bleed to death, but is also humiliated 
and portrayed as a complete and utter 
failure.  His friends desert him and he 
is left alone to die the criminal’s death.  
As we see the film, or take part in the 
service of ‘Stations of the Cross’ we 
project onto Jesus our feelings of guilt, 
shame, weakness, fear and the rest of 

them.  We don’t know what Jesus was 
feeling – but he must have known the 
same feelings and certainly he 
experienced agony. 

But there is an emphasis in Gibson’s 
film upon the suffering as though we 
are redeemed primarily, or indeed 
exclusively, through Jesus’ ability to 
suffer the pain of the beatings and 
cross for us.  The atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus seems to be reduced to an act 
of physical endurance.  The really 
important aspect of Jesus’ atoning 
sacrifice gets slightly squeezed out.  
Because, what is crucial is Jesus’ total 
submission to the will of God, the 
Father, and, although this leads to the 
suffering on the cross, it is the 
abandonment of self-will in Jesus that 
is primary. 

Thus what is good about Good Friday 
is the remembrance of the way in 
which Jesus managed to open himself 
to the Spirit of God so fully, so 
completely and utterly that he 
relinquished his own wilfulness, his 
egotistic nature and chose obedience 
to the divine will.  In turn Jesus’ death 
was turned into new life by God.  Thus 
we see that we too can be redeemed 
and transformed into newness of 
being, if we too chose the path of self-
abandonment. 

Now, please note a significant caution 
here.  The obedience required is 
absolute but is not blind.  Jesus learns 
to discern the will of the Father over a 
period of years.  He is not blindly 
obedient to human structures and 
authority, but to God, whom he invites 
us to call Father, because only the 
heavenly Father is all-loving. 

So this Holy Week, please be ready to 
celebrate Good Friday and the 
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atonement that we see in Jesus, and 
pray for the strength to take on the 
same ego-death and obedience to the 
will of God 

God bless you and all you love this 
Easter-tide. 

David 

 

The Great Fire Blitz

We read last month of the destruction 
of the Mother Church of Southsea, St 
Paul’s, during what was to be called 
the Great Fire Blitz of 10 January 
1941.  This then is the story of that 
Friday night blitz.  Some 300 German 
bombers dropped 25,000 incendiary 
bombs, plus High Explosive (HE) 
bombs, which caused 28 major fires 
and 2,314 minor ones.  Water mains 
were broken in the bombing so that the 
fires blazed on unchecked, lighting the 
city up as if it were broad daylight and 
giving the bombers a perfect target.  
The destruction was awesome with the 
shopping centres of Kings Road, 
Palmerston Road and Commercial 
Road virtually destroyed.  Our own 
Tom Gomersall, who was in the Royal 
Navy throughout the war, remembers 
walking down the centre of 
Commercial Road with the buildings on 
either side of him burning fiercely.  
Apart from St Paul’s Church, five other 
churches were destroyed, as was the 
Eye and Ear Hospital, off Elm Grove, 
and a part of the Royal Hospital, which 
stood on the site of the current 
Sainsbury Store adjacent to 
Commercial Road. 

Other buildings destroyed included 
Clarence Pier, the famous Hippodrome 
Theatre and three cinemas, the 
Dockyard School, which  provided the 
Royal Navy with the cream of  Naval 
Constructors (designers of warships), 
the Central Hotel, the Royal Sailors’ 

Rest (of  Agnes – ‘Aggie’ – Weston 
fame), and the Connaught Drill Hall, 
home of the Territorial Army in 
Portsmouth.  The Hall was opposite 
the Portsmouth News Building which 
escaped serious damage.  More about 
the “News” next month.  To make 
matters worse during the Blitz, the 
generating station received a direct hit 
from an HE bomb, cutting off the 
electricity supply to the city.  

Undoubtedly, the greatest loss was the 
Guildhall.  It had taken four years to 
build at a cost of £160,000 and was 
opened in August 1890 by the Prince 
of Wales, the future King Edward VII.  
It was a magnificent building and 
housed a wonderful collection of 
paintings which perished in the blaze.  
The building was hit by three showers 
of incendiary bombs, followed by a 
direct hit from an HE bomb which 
brought the roof down.  The Lord 
Mayor, Councillor Denis Daley, left the 
Guildhall only minutes before it was 
bombed.  Flames poured out of the 
200ft Tower for more than 24 hours 
and it was weeks before the interior 
was cool enough to be entered.  When 
it was, officials were astonished to find 
that the Archives and Corporation 
plate, including the Bodkin loving cup 
dating from 1525, and the mace 
presented by the Mayor in 1658, had 
all survived in the muniments room 
beneath the Tower!   

The deeds of heroism that night are 
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legendary, with firemen, doctors and 
nurses, the ARP, police, servicemen 
and civilians performing extraordinary 
acts of bravery.  Civilian casualties 
alone were 171 killed, 430 injured; 
many suffering from serious burns, and 
3,000 people were left homeless.  The 
killed were given a public funeral at 
Kingston Cemetery on 17 January with 
coffins draped with the Union Flag and 
carried by servicemen.  The Bishop of 
Portsmouth (Dr F Partridge) gave the 
graveside address.  He began by 
saying, “We are a proud people today, 
proud in the best and highest sense.  
We have been called by Almighty God 
to make our sacrifice in the name of 
our common humanity, our decencies 
of life, our homes and all they mean.  
We have made our sacrifice; we hold 
our heads high and restrain our 
quivering lips.”  Present at the funeral 
were many dignitaries including the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, 
without their robes of office which had 

been destroyed when the Guildhall 
was set ablaze, the Commander-in 
Chief, Admiral Sir William James and 
Major-General T L Hunton of the Royal 
Marines, Eastney. 

On 6 February, King George VI, and 
Queen Elizabeth, toured the city and 
were amazed at the courage and 
fortitude of the people they met, given 
the scale of the destruction.  Walking 
alongside the Lord Mayor, the King 
was moved to say “You are a splendid 
people; we are very proud of 
Portsmouth.”  To which the Lord Mayor 
replied, “I am proud of Portsmouth, 
too.”  The people of this city should 
also be proud of a very remarkable 
Lord Mayor and I will be writing about 
him later this year, so watch this 
space!   

Roger Bryant

 

 

Choir 
Our choir will be singing “Stainer’s Crucifixion” at St. Mary’s, Portsea, at 7pm on 
Good Friday 6 April.  All welcome to attend. 
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Why Teenage Brains Need That Lie-in 
Has your sweet, loveable child who 
used to watch TV early in the morning 
turned into a morose, truculent 
teenager who doesn’t want to get out 
of bed till nearly lunchtime?  Don’t be 
alarmed.  According to a leading body 
clock expert, teenagers really do need 
those extra hours in bed – and they 
are more to be pitied than blamed. 

For the teenage brain is a ‘work in 
progress’, and has profound changes 
taking place within it, according to Prof 
Russell Foster, a ‘chronobiologist’ at 
Oxford University.  MRI scans of 
adolescent brains conducted over the 

last decade have revealed that not 
only is there major reorganization in 
the teenage brain, but that it continues 
to develop until the early twenties.  

Mary Carskadon, director of sleep 
research at EP Bradley Hospital in 
Rhode Island, America, estimates that 
teenagers do best on about nine hours 
of sleep a night.  She believes that a 
later starting time for school would 
greatly improve alertness and the 
mental abilities of teenagers during 
their morning lessons.  

In the meantime, no wonder teenagers 
sleep in - when they get the chance. 

 

Moses and the Red Sea 
Nine-year-old James was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday 
school. "Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines 
on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red 
Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across 
safely. Then, he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to 
blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved." 

“Goodness, James, is that really what your teacher taught you?" His mother was 
startled. 

"Well, no, Mum. But, if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"  

 

From the Registers – March 
22nd  Funeral of Doris Colliver 
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Candidates for Confirmation 
This picture appeared in the ‘Hampshire Telegraph’ on Thursday 15 October 1970 
showing candidates for Confirmation at St. Faith’s Church pictured before the 
service at which the Bishop of Portsmouth, Dr. JHL Phillips officiated.  Do you 
recognise anyone? 

 

The picture is appropriate as on Sunday 18 March 2007 (Mothering Sunday) we had 
children receiving their first communion as they had been attending communion 
before confirmation classes – a change from 1970.  The children were Amelia, Amy, 
Eleanor, Elizabeth, Emily, Felix, Heather, Hermione, Imogen, Isabella, Jack, Jake, 
Jasmine, Kirstie, Max, Sam (L), Sam (R) and Sophia. 

 

The Choice 
This is the beginning of a New Day; God has given me this day to use as I will. 

I could waste it or, grow in its height and be of service to others. 

But what I do with this day is important because I have exchanged a Day of my life 
for it. 

When tomorrow comes, today will be gone forever; I hope I will not regret the Price I 

paid for it. Anon 
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St Faith’s Church Youth Club Activities in 2006 
In the second full year of the Young 
Believers Club, we had a wide and 
interesting range of activities and much 
fun (and some spiritual learning) was 
had by all.  Through the year we had 
18 clubs, held fortnightly on Sunday 
evenings, through the school term 
periods.  Clubs normally ran from 6 pm 
to 7.30 pm.  Attendance averaged out 
at around 18 youngsters per session, 
up 3 from 2005.  Gender was split 
three-quarters girls, and a quarter 
boys.  Ages ranged from 9 to 14, the 
majority being in 10 to 11 range.  

The children enjoyed a number of 
activities.  We did Beetle drives, 
games evenings, a farm walk (courtesy 
of  the Hedley’s again – many thanks), 
a quiz night, a Billy Line walk,  
pancake making (and eating), as well 
as enjoying the facilities inside the 
Church Hall, namely table tennis, 

football (with a sponge ball!), table 
football and latterly, snooker. 

Some of the more special activities we 
organised and ran were hosting a 
Mothers Day Cream Tea Sunday, 
rowing with the Langstone Cutters and 
a tour of Chichester Harbour on a 
special flat-bottomed, solar powered 
boat.  We also had a great Line 
Dancing evening where parents 
provided some interesting and often 
very funny moves. 

On the more spiritual side, as well as 
having a few discussions on various 
topics, the children prepared and acted 
out a short play based on Lent for the 
Lent Family Service.  We also had a 
lovely talk and photo presentation from 
the Fluck’s on their trip to Ghana.   

Martin Poliszczuk

 

 

Jonah and the Whale 
A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. 

The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human 
because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was very small. 

The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. 

Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was 
physically impossible. 

The little girl said, “When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah”. 

The teacher asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?” 

The little girl replied, “Then you ask him”. 
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Property Development Group Meeting – 5 March 
English Heritage.  The meeting on 31 January was a very positive meeting.  
English Heritage was in favour of the proposed church extension (the new Parish 
Hall) subject to design details.  The only reservation was taking down the two lime 
trees on the south boundary which we have proposed to allow the building to extend 
closer to the fence.  English Heritage does not necessarily think this has to mean a 
reduction in the amount of space/volume the new building provides but they would 
prefer it to be reorganised so that it is further from the boundary.  It also felt that the 
yew tree at the eastern access of the churchyard could be cut back but not removed 
altogether.  It was considered that the proposed porch at the west door of the 

church should be internal and not external as proposed.   

Homewell House.  The house has become vacant and available.  Hughes Ellard 
suggested that we check it out.  An inspection of the property was made.  Although 
it is on our boundary, there is a large amount of renovation work required and it was 
decided not to pursue this as an option.  Furthermore, its internal design is 
inappropriate for our needs and it does not meet our vision. 

Christchurch Centre.  A Housing Association has made an offer, conditional, inter 
alia, on vacant possession of the site, which includes the bungalow. 

Under Floor Heating.  The PDG agreed that under floor heating would be 

proposed for the new Parish Hall but not for the church, as the cost for the latter 
would be prohibitive. 

Langstone Cutters Blessing & Launch 
The Langstone Cutters Rowing Club (LCRC) boats – Gladys, Mabel, Millie & Lottie 
– were blessed by Fr. Charles on Sunday 11 March at their first launch of the year.  
The LCRC raised £1,346 for the Rowans Hospice for sponsorship in rowing the 
London Thames Great River Race where they won 3 trophies.   

Further photographs can be found at http://stevesagrott854.fotopic.net 
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Prayer for the Future 
We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end war;  

For we know that you have made the world in a way 
That man must find his own path to peace  

Within himself and with his neighbour. 
 

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end starvation; 
For you have already given us resources 

With which to feed the entire world 
If we could only use them wisely. 

 
We cannot merely pray to you, O God to root out prejudice, 

For you have already given us eyes 
With which to see the good in all men 

If we could only use them rightly. 
 

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end despair, 
For you have already given us the power 
To clear away the slums and to give hope  

If we could only use them justly. 
 

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end disease, 
For you have already given us great minds 

With which to search our cures and healing, 
If we would only use them constructively. 

 
Therefore we pray to you instead, O God, 
For strength, determination and willpower, 

To DO instead of just pray. 
To BECOME instead of merely to wish. 

Joan Medley 
 

God is Watching 
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for lunch.  
At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  The nun made a note, and 
posted on the apple tray: 

“Take only ONE.  God is watching.” 

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of 
chocolate chip cookies.  A child had written a note: 

“Take all you want.  God is watching the apples.” 
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St. George’s Day – 23 April 
Very long ago in a lonely cave near 
Coventry dwelt a wise Lady of the 
Woods.  She was a wicked 
enchantress, who by her cunning had 
stolen away the new born son of Lord 
Albert of Coventry, and carried him off 
to her cave. 

There she kept him for many years, 
and though she hated all that was 
good and noble, she had a great love 
for the child George, and wanted him 
to become a powerful knight.  So he 
was taught all that a knight should 
know; but he was not happy and 
longed to ride away and do good 
deeds, though he did not tell the wise 
lady of the woods of this, for she 
wanted to keep him with her always. 

One day she took him to the castle of 
brass, and having told him who he 
really was, she gave him a wonderful 
horse, Bayard, a splendid suit of 
armour, and, best of all, a magic 
sword, Ascalon, which would never fail 
him. 

St. George was now all the more eager 
to escape from the witch’s power, and 
at the first chance, with the help of her 
own magic wand, he imprisoned her in 
a great rock and rode hastily away on 
his adventures. 

His journeys led him at last to the land 
of Egypt, and being weary, he asked 
shelter for the night from a hermit who 
lived in a small hut by the wayside.  
“You may rest here, and welcome,” 
answered the hermit.  And St. George 
entered. 

After laying aside his armour, he 
noticed how downcast the hermit 
seemed, and said, “Why are you so 
sad, Holy Father?” 

“Good reasons have we to be 
troubled,” replied the hermit.  “And sad 
indeed is my story.  In yonder town of 
Silence there is great distress, for in 
the dark waters of a lake near by 
dwells a terrible dragon.  Its scales are 
as hard as brass, its wings are like 
flames, its front paws are as strong as 
a lion, in its jaws are teeth of iron, 
while from its nostrils comes thick 
poisonous smoke.  Soldiers have been 
sent to kill it, but are driven back by its 
fiery breath.  Indeed, all ways of 
destroying it have been tried in vain.  
Each day for years the fearsome 
creature crawls swiftly across the 
marshy land towards the town, and 
each day two sheep have been sent 
out from the gates to feed the monster.  
These it has devoured greedily and 
then disappeared into the lake again.  
At last when all the sheep and cattle 
were gone, the King assembled his 
people and said ‘We have nothing left 
to give this cruel dragon, save 
ourselves; for if we do not provide a 
meal the whole town will be destroyed 
by its breath.’  So each morning they 
cast lots, and he on whom the lot fell 
went forth from the gates alone.  And 
now the King is in some trouble, for the 
lot has this day fallen upon his own 
daughter, the beautiful princess Sabra, 
and tomorrow she must be sent forth.  
Pity, indeed, is it that one so fair and 
so beloved should meet so cruel a 
death.” 

“Let me but rest awhile,” said St. 
George; “then show me the valley 
where the dragon comes, and I will 
fight the monster.”   

The next morning the Princess 
dressed herself in her best robe and, 
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bidding farewell to her father and the 
people, she went forth bravely and 
alone from the gates. 

As she drew near to the dreaded place 
her heart failed her, and with tears that 
she did not see that someone was 
approaching.  Suddenly there was the 
sound of hoofs and, looking up, she 
beheld a knight in shining armour on a 
white charger coming towards her.  
“Why do you weep, fair maid?”  he 
asked.  And she told him of the 
fearsome monster that was even then 
on its way. 

“Fear not, gentle maid,” said St. 
George; “for by the help of God I will 
slay the dragon and free all your 
people from its power.” 

Quickly he lifted the princess on to his 
horse and took her to a place of safety.  
Then, turning once more towards the 
marsh, he saw the dragon 
approaching.  It rushed straight 
towards him, making a noise like 
thunder and sending out fiery breath.  
St. George charged at it, but his spear 
glanced off the creature’s back.  Again 
and again he struck, but no wound 
could be made.  Then he and his horse 
were felled to the ground, but as the 
dragon raised itself over him, the 
knight drove his spear under its wing 
and wounded it. 

The fight was by no means over, 
however; for hours they struggled, and 
at last St. George thrust his sword into 
the dragon’s mouth, and the creature 
fell dead at his feet. 

The King and his people, thinking the 
princess had been devoured, mourned 
her death, when suddenly they heard a 
great shout and, rushing to the watch-
towers, they were amazed to see their 
own princess  alive and safe, and by 
her side an unknown knight dragging 
the lifeless body of the dragon. 

At first they feared to open the gates, 
but when St. George cried, “The 
dragon is dead,” they were almost 
beside themselves with joy and threw 
them open to welcome their deliverer 
and their princess. 

So ended the fight of St. George and 
the Dragon.  Many more adventures 
he had and many enemies to 
overcome, yet he was always ready to 
protect the weak and to be the 
champion of the helpless.  He suffered 
many hardships, and for seven years 
was imprisoned for the sake of the 
beautiful princess Sabra, and at last he 
was able to take her with him to 
England, where they were married and 
great joy was theirs to the end. 
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Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 

THE BROOKFIELD HOTEL 
and the hermitage restaurant 

AA   

 
The Brookfield Hotel is an independent 40-bedroom hotel conveniently situated 
between Portsmouth and Chichester in the picturesque village of Emsworth. With 
beautifully landscaped gardens, the Hotel is an ideal venue for wedding 
receptions as well as having it’s own dedicated conference suites. The Hermitage 
Restaurant offers a choice of fixed price menus featuring dishes using locally 
produced, fresh ingredients. Great emphasis is put on wine, and somewhat 
uniquely the Hotel has a wholesale wine list “Hermitage Cellars” which sells wines 
direct to the public. Regular wine maker’s dinners and special themed evenings 
are held throughout the year. 

 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants 
TEL (01243) 373363 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk                          bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
 

Amanda Welch MCFHP MAFHP    Foot Health Practitioner 

How can I help you?  

If you suffer from any of the following foot conditions 

 Painful corns, callus, toe deformities or bunions 

 Toe nails that are difficult to manage or ingrown toenails 

 Athletes foot, verucca or fungal infection 

Appointments available at Surgery 1 Maplewood Bedhampton 

Home visits available       Telephone 023 9249 9907 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 
Solid Wood 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day. The full expected range of help in  
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
                                   carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care.        B S Care Ltd 

Hampshire County Council Accredited                             Crosby House 

 13b South Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1BU 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
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St Faith’s April 2007 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.He travelled a long way under water 

in 12 down (4) 

Across 
 1.Form of communication for TV victim 

say (10) 
 7.It’s nothing to some people but could 

be a warning (4) 
 8.Return payment? (6) 
 9.Len read about one who drowned 

whilst swimming to his lover (7) 
10.In keeping with time of year (8) 
11.Small beginning has great arboreal 

potential (5) 
13.Sky harbour for waiting passengers 

(7) 
14.Look around for young person in 

movement (5) 
17.Remains unwanted (8) 
18.Moving this way is said to slow down 

progress (7) 
19.Monopoly gang is one way of saying 

it (6) 
21.Nocturnal animals can be frightening 

(10) 

Down  
 1.As I rest I find a blind soothsayer 

appearing (8) 
 3.Made up to be a lookalike (8) 
 5.Only join together as the writer said (7) 
 9.A king was said to have died of a 

surfeit of one (7) 
12.Marine creature; vessel for 20 across 

(8) 
17.Suspend support (5) 

 2.Straight and narrow (6) 
 4.Slum dwelling found by learner at 

south coast town (5) 
 6.Unusual remote heavenly body (6) 
11.Closely connected members (3,2,3) 
13.Dutch one starts at the top (7) 
15.One drink after another (6) 
16.On the right side (6) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th April please! 
Answers to March 2007 Crossword 
Across: 1.Persuasion, 8.Puzzler, 9.Flout, 10.Roll, 11.John Peel, 13.Nadir, 14.Ornis, 
16.Gazumped, 17.Asps, 20.Igloo, 21.Deadeye, 22.Bear Garden. 
Down: 1.Piper, 2.Razzle-Dazzle, 3.Ugli, 4.Sermon, 5.Off And On, 6.Lose Ones Head, 7.Stalls, 
12.Primrose, 13.Noggin, 15.Leader, 18.Stern, 19.Cana. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Ann Slade, with other correct entries 
from Marion Simmons and Ruth Tunks. 

1  2  3   4  5  6  

         7    

8             

      9       

10      

 
       

        11    12 

   13          

14 15         16   

     17        

18             

       19      

20             

   21          
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Word Search – Touring Yorkshire 
Are you touring Yorkshire this Easter?  Whether you are or are not can you find the 
words associated with Yorkshire in the grid below?  Words may be read forwards, 
backwards, up or down and are in straight lines.  

 

BARNSLEY HULL SCARBOROUGH 
BEDALE ILKLEY SELBY 
BRADFORD KEITHLEY SKIPTON 
CASTLEFORD LEEDS SHEFFIELD 
DEWSBURY NORTHALLERTON THIRSK 
DONCASTER OTLEY WAKEFIELD 
GOOLE PONTEFRACT WETHERBY 
HALIFAX RIPON YORK 
HUDDERSFIELD ROTHERHAM  

 
 
 

S H E F F I E L D S E L B Y C 

C U R J W L L E E D S K R O A 

A D O L A K B W W K V E A R S 

R D T K K L A E S T L I D K T 

B E H O E E R T B P R T F G L 

O R E P F Y N H U O S H O O E 

R S R O I O S E R D T L R O F 

O F H N E T L R Y O H E D L O 

U I A T L H E B S N A Y S E R 

G E M E D I Y Y B C L O K R D 

H L T F X R K S E A I Q I I O 

M D O R M S L V D S F R P P T 

O X F A V K O T A T A V T O L 

T C J C H U L L L E X P O N E 

N O R T H A L L E R T O N P Y 
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Expensive Diagnosis 
A woman brought a very limp duck into 
a veterinary surgeon. 

As she laid her pet on the table, the vet 
pulled out his stethoscope and listened 
to the bird’s chest.  After a moment or 
two, the vet shook his head sadly and 
said, “I’m so sorry, your pet has 
passed away.”  The distressed owner 
wailed, “Are you sure?”  “Yes, I’m sure.  
The duck is dead,” he replied. 

“How can you be so sure”, she 
protested.  “I mean, you haven’t done 
any testing on him or anything.  He 
might just be in a coma or something.”  
The vet rolled his eyes, turned around 
and left the room. 

He returned a few moments later with 
a black Labrador Retriever.  As the 
duck’s owner looked on in amazement, 
the dog stood on his hind legs, put his 
front paws on the examination table 
and sniffed the duck from top to 
bottom.  He then looked at the vet with 
sad eyes and shook his head. 

The vet patted the dog and took it out 
and returned a few moments later with 
a beautiful cat.  The cat jumped up on 
the table and also sniffed the bird from 
its beak to its tail and back again.  The 
cat sat back on its haunches, shook its 
head, meowed softly, jumped down 
and strolled out of the room. 

The vet looked at the woman and said, 
“I’m sorry, but as I said, this is most 
definitely, 100% certifiably, a dead 
duck”. 

Then the vet turned to his computer 
terminal, hit a few keys, and produced 
a bill (not the duck’s bill obviously), 
which he handed to the woman.  The 
duck’s owner, still in shock, took the 
bill.  “£450!” she cried.  “£450 just to 
tell me my duck is dead?!!” 

The vet shrugged.  “I’m sorry.  If you’d 
taken my word for it, the bill would 
have been £30.  But with the Lab 
Report and the Cat Scan, it all adds 
up.” 

(This appeared in the Arlington Community Newsletter in North Devon) 

 

World Religions 
The 2007 Friendship Book contains 
the following: When asked for a 
principle by which to conduct life 
Confuscius replied, “Do not do to 
others what you do not want them to 
do to you.”  In this context Prophet 
Mohammed said, “He is not a believer 
who does not love for his brother what 
he loves for himself.”  While in Sikh 
scripture we are urged to “treat others 
as thou wouldst be treated thyself”.  
Both the Torah and the Bible contain 
the words: “Love your neighbour as 

yourself.”  Varied as the world’s 
religions might be, it seems that we’re 
more alike than we may realise. 



 -19- 

Think on These Things – Part 1 of 3 
This was written some six years ago for my two daughters’ religious education. 

“Logos”, the principle of Law or 
Reason, for Jew and Gentile alike, 
represents the ruling fact of the 
universe, the starting point of all things.  
It exists as it always did – in the 
beginning, at the root of the universe, 
and is the controlling power of the 
whole universe.  Greeks and Hebrews 
agree” 

“God is spirit and they that worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth”.  It 
is impossible to exhaust the wealth of 
this great declaration, the most 
fundamental proposition in theology.  
God is not the totality of things – the 
All.  He is Spirit – active energy, alive 
and purposive, but free from time and 
space limitations which are 
characteristic of matter! (Archbishop 
William Temple) 

“A creative intelligence has created 
laws which govern life”. 

“Every change in mind or matter is the 
result of the application of law 
governed forces”. (Harry Edwards, 
very successful spiritual healer) 

It seems perfectly obvious and 
sensible to me that everything in the 
universe is governed by laws, 
otherwise everything could change its 
nature willy nilly at any moment and 
there could be no science, no medical 
treatments which are based on things 
staying unchanged and there would be 
universal chaos.  The vast floods that 
drown thousands in India, and the 
terrible typhoons and hurricanes, are 
all the result of natural forces acting in 
accordance with the laws that govern 
them.  If they were somehow halted 
out of sympathy for people involved 

there would be chaos, because we 
would never know when the laws were 
being followed and when they were 
not. 

There is only one universal substance, 
basic electric energy, formed by sub-
atomic particles.  EVERYTHING, 
including us, is made of this invisible 
substance.  When the particles 
combine they become atoms of a 
particular nature depending on the 
number of electrons or negative 
electric particles revolving round their 
nucleus or protons (positive electric 
particles) within them.  Each atom has 
a nucleus and one or more electrons 
whizzing round it at very high speed, 
all still invisible.  These atoms can be 
“worked on” to change their atomic 
rate to slower speeds and as the 
speed decreases the invisible energy 
gradually becomes visible, first as a 
mist, then if decreased further it 
becomes liquid, and then solid matter.  
Think of the invisible atmosphere on a 
hot day.  If the temperature falls it 
becomes visible as mist, then as thick 
clouds, if further reduced it becomes 
liquid and falls as rain, more and it 
forms solids – snow, hail, or ice.  Vast 
areas of energy have been “worked 
on” by Divine thought power to 
produce great planets and everything 
on them, including us, as we are all 
made up from atoms.  And everything 
is strictly governed by laws.  Einstein 
famously discovered and proved that 
basic energy and matter are indeed 
interchangeable. 

Now there MUST be an over-riding 
authority controlling all this, because 
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controlled it is, and to control all this 
throughout the entire endless universe 
this authority must be present 
throughout the universe all the time 
and therefore can have no limitation of 
size or time, and must be invisible.  If 
he was visible everywhere he would 
block out all light!  But he must have 
intelligence, in order to control 
everything and make these changes, 
plus other qualities which we’ll come to 
later.  And from intelligence comes the 
power of thought, which is the only 
method of action by which this 
“authority” originates changes. 

Now for some reason this “authority”, 
which has become known as God, 
decided to create on this tiny planet a 
multitude of forms of life, and one 
species uniquely he made “in his own 
image and likeness”, not in 
appearance, but in having like him 
creative intelligence, thought, and an 
awareness or consciousness of 
abstract and invisible things.  He didn’t 
want robots or automatons, so having 
the power of thought we also had free 
will, with which we could be aware of 
and acknowledge this “authority”, or 
reject it and believe we were the rulers 
of everything.  We can be in constant 
touch with this Authority because this 
great Spirit, invisible but present 
constantly throughout the universe is 
also present in the mind and thoughts 
of each one of us.  If we reject this and 
don’t believe it then there is no point of 
contact and no benefits are felt.  But if 
we do believe it and trust in it then it 
can calm and strengthen our daily 
lives.  No force is used.  It is as if He is 
saying “This is the truth, please accept 
it.  It is up to you”. 

Because we possess love and 

personality we believe God also has 
these, because the “created” cannot 
have more basic qualities then the 
“creator”.  In the same way that a 
computer, however clever, can only 
use the powers put into it by its maker 
or operator. 

We having powers of thought and 
awareness, God could make his 
thoughts and wishes known to 
humans, but in the early days only 
through especially sensitive individuals 
(prophets) and he concentrated 
especially on the Jews, presumably 
anticipating that they would become so 
well versed in his ways and wishes 
that they eventually would cooperate 
with him and spread his message 
round the whole world.  But then he 
decided that the best way to teach 
humans how to gain greatest 
happiness and fulfilment from their 
lives is to become one of them, and in 
various stages through the Old 
Testament he gives signs and 
messages that he will do this, and do it 
in such a way that it will be 
remembered and remarked upon for all 
time down the generations. 

“Behold” he says through Isaiah, “I 
myself will give you a sign.  A virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son”.  Not 
just a young woman, as some people 
say the passage can be translated as, 
because that would be no sort of sign, 
it happens every day everywhere, 
certainly not remarkable let alone 
outstanding for all time.  So then God 
had that thought.  All thoughts are 
mental words and in due time this 
thought or word of God was placed in 
the mind of a virgin, with the result that 
a boy was born to her which they 
named Jesus, which means “God with 
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us”.  He was, and still is, a part of God 
himself, he and God are one and the 
same, except that while he was in his 
human manifestation he could only be 

in one place at a time.  But he could 
spend all his adult life teaching and 
showing humans what God was like.  

 John Smythe 
(Part 2 will appear in next month’s edition of “Faith Matters”) 

 

 

News from Sendai, Japan 
Attendance at services at Sendai 
Evangelical Church has been good 
with over 30 adults each week recently.  
There are also 4 people preparing for 
baptism. A cooking class has started 
with many new enthusiastic learners 
coming.  We have also received 5,000 
'Power for Living' books to hand out. 

OMF has asked us to include these 
points: 

1.  We are still a faith mission and still 
believe that God's work done in God's 
way will not lack God's resources.  We 
look to God to supply all of our needs. 
As such we are still committed to each 
member having 30-50 prayer partners. 

2.  We are still committed to non-
solicitation and will not make formal or 
informal appeals for money but will 

respond with information 
commensurate with the interest shown. 

3.  We believe it to be irresponsible to 
engage people in full-time ministry 
without adequate support and as such 
OMF International has made a change 
in policy.  From 1 January 2010, all 
members will be required to have 
pledged to them a minimum of 50% of 
the total support needed for their 
ministry.  In consultation with field 
leadership we will reserve the right to 
hold a member back from active 
ministry, should we believe that their 
lack of financial support would cause 
an unfair burden to their colleagues. 

4.  In 2006 we were 53% supported. 

Rod & Glenda Thomas
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Fr. Charles Keay (Curate) Fr. David Williams (Curate) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Sue Casey (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Fiona Hedley Mr Barry Hudson 

Mrs Joan Medley Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mr Jeremy Toole Mrs Jackie Udy 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter Dr Michael Fluck 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer and 

Secretary. 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Sandra Haggan (Chair)(Hall 

Complex), Peter Appleby (Secretary)(Christchurch Bungalow), Anne Plater (St. 

Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott (St. Faith’s Church), Bill Skilleter (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street) and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC. Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report.  Members: Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott and Paul Utting. 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Rector, 

Colin Carter (Secretary), Sue Casey, Shirley Caunter, Andrew Grant, Sandra 
Haggan, Sybel Laird, Martin Poliszczuk and Fr. David Williams. 

Restoration & Redevelopment Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting 
(Chairman), Ken Bracher, Mary Bracher, Ann Buckley, Joan Burrows, Kevin 
Edwards, Sara Freeston (Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Fr. Charles Keay, Joan 
Medley, Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy Utting and Fr. David Williams. 

 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Friday only 9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com
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 WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Curates Fr. Charles Keay 023 9247 0817 
  Fr. David Williams 023 9246 7597 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Sue Casey 023 9278 1203 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop Mrs Sheila Warlow 023 9247 5447 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)    023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com)023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter   
023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 1st April 8.00am Eucharist 

PALM SUNDAY 9.30am Palm Sunday Procession commences in Havant Park 

 10.00am PALM SUNDAY EUCHARIST continues in Church 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

HOLY WEEK 
Monday 2nd April 10.00am Quiet Day at Shedfield 

Tuesday 3rd April 7.00pm Stations of the Cross and Eucharist 

Wed. 4th April 7.00pm Stations of the Cross and Eucharist 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 5th April 7.30pm Eucharist and Vigil 

Friday 6th April 12-noon Walk of witness from St Joseph’s RC Church 

GOOD FRIDAY 2.00pm Liturgy of Good Friday 

Sunday 8th April 6.00am Easter Ceremonies & First Eucharist of Easter 

EASTER SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 15th April 8.00am Eucharist 

SECOND SUNDAY9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 22nd April 8.00am Eucharist 

THIRD SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 

 11.15am APCM 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 29th April 8.00am Eucharist 

FOURTH SUNDAY  9.15am Sunday Club in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 6th May 8.00am Eucharist 

FIFTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

OF EASTER 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE with Baptism 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES 

Monday  9.15am Eucharist 

Tue., Wed., & Fri. 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 


