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From the Editor 
Last month Beryl and I visited a friend 
in Chester.  She had moved there from 
Denmead to be near one of her 
daughters and is now confined to a 
nursing home.  We took the 
opportunity to go into the city and visit 
the cathedral.  Originally called Castra 
Deva or ‘camp on the River Dee’, 
Chester became an important centre 
during the Roman occupation of 
Britain.  For more than 1,000 years 
Chester Cathedral has been a place of 
pilgrimage and prayer.   

The first week-end of last month was a 
busy one.  On the Friday evening we 
were delighted and honoured to host a 
concert by the Training Band of Her 
Majesty’s Royal Marines – see page 
10.  Many thanks to the Restoration & 
Redevelopment Appeal Committee for 
organising such a super event, 
particularly Sandra Haggan, Sara 
Freeston and the helpers who provided 
the meals for the 45 Royal Marines 
plus support personnel.  It was great to 
see the church full with well over 300 
people attending the concert.  
Saturday morning was the monthly 
coffee morning – and St. Faith’s Day 
(6th October) - which was celebrated at 
the Patronal Festival Choral Evensong 
on the following day.  Sunday was 

Harvest Festival and the church was 
richly decorated in flowers by our 
flower arrangers.  This year 
parishioners were invited to fill shoe 
boxes with gifts for our Royal Marines 
and the Army serving in Afghanistan – 
what an excellent way to show our 
appreciation and thank our armed 
forces who are doing a very difficult job 
that they are being thought of. 

On our way to the Harvest Festival 
service, Beryl told our youngest grand-
daughter, Holly, that we were going to 
God’s house and she had to talk softly.  
When she saw Father David’s car at 
the back of the church, she asked 
“Grannie, is that God’s car?” 

As in previous years, should you wish 
to send a Christmas greeting to 
parishioners via the magazine, then 
please write your greeting, giving 
details to whom it is for, with your own 
name, clearly marking it “Christmas 
Greeting” and put it in the brightly 
coloured red “post box” on the table in 
Church by Sunday 11 November.  
Greetings will appear in the December 
edition.  

Colin Carter

For Your Diary
Saturday 3 Nov. 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Saturday 10 Nov. 10am-noon Bring & Buy Coffee Morning 4aLangstone Ave/£1.50 

Saturday 10 Nov. 7-10.30pm Barn Dance Church Hall/£8 & £4 

Monday 12 Nov. 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Saturday 24 Nov. 7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Church Hall 

Monday 26 Nov. 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 1 December 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 
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From the Rector-Building for the Future–a Month of Prayer 

This month of November has been 
dedicated to prayer following a request 
from Bishop Kenneth to take a little 
time out from our usually hectic lives to 
pray for the future mission of the 
church in this Diocese. 

Some of you will remember the Kairos 
project.  Some of you may even 
remember what it was about!  
Launched in 2004, the Kairos initiative 
spoke of seizing the moment – the 
moment that God had determined for 
the church to rediscover itself and to 
act dynamically in empowering people 
to come to Christ.  This initiative 
spawned a process of consultation 
with our community in which we asked 
many people from many and various 
groups, organisations and bodies the 
question: what can the church do for 
you?  The answers to these questions 
formed a plan which was developed by 
clusters of churches working together 
in every deanery of the diocese of 
Portsmouth.  We are still working 
together with the parishes of 
Warblington with Emsworth and the 
group of parishes on Hayling Island of 
St Mary’s, St Peters and St Andrews on 
plans for youth work, better 
communications, open churches and 
pastoral care. 

But, as you will know from our situation 
and our ambitions to develop the 
church, at the heart of the challenge 
facing the Church of England in this 
diocese, and indeed across the land, is 
that of buildings.  Quite simply we are 
struggling to keep up adequate 
maintenance of the buildings entrusted 
to us for the mission of the church. 

Before I say more about that struggle 

let me make a comment.  Note the way 
that I phrased the last sentence.  The 
reason for the church’s existence is for 
it to be a unit of mission.  Yes we 
praise God and meet as a worshipping 
community, but we exist as a body, as 
an organisation in order to reach out 
with the love of God in Christ Jesus to 
those around us.  And the buildings 
that have been left to us are primarily 
left for that mission.  That they are 
given ‘in memoriam’ does not mean 
they have to sit there as a memorial to 
the past, but for use in the present. 

So this takes me back to the struggle.  
How can churches, which are small in 
number, serve their community and at 
the same time preserve buildings?  At 
the diocesan conference we heard the 
example of West Meon.  The 
congregation is under thirty strong but 
meets in a church designed to sit some 
200 or more and serves a community 
of a few hundred.  Work is desperately 
needed to the church building.  So the 
challenge to the church congregation 
is huge and feels overwhelming.  How 
can they raise funds to maintain the 
church?  How can they reach out to 
their community if they are constantly 
concerned about their building?  How 
suitable is it for a small group to meet 
to worship in a church designed for a 
much larger group? 

So churches throughout the diocese 
are facing similar challenges.  We are 
incredibly fortunate to have so many 
buildings and I am glad that the PCC 
recognises that the time has come to 
be bold and to sell off properties we 
cannot hope to adequately maintain in 
the future and build a serviceable 
centre for the years to come.  Yet there 
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are many challenges still facing us to 
work out the right way to bring this off.  
I know many of you are frustrated that 
after some years of fund-raising we 
have nothing to show for it.  But we are 
at a very sensitive stage in our 
deliberations – close to action and yet 
still looking for the precise details to 
bring our work to satisfactory fulfilment. 

Bishop Kenneth recognises that many 
churches are going through the same 
turmoil that we are going through, and 
for some of them the outlook is 
gloomier, while for many the 
challenges ahead are sizeable.  Thus 
the invitation to meet in prayer.  We 
need to be sure that our thinking is in 
God’s time and to God’s plan.  We 
need to dedicate ourselves to His 
purposes for us and to ask for the 
guidance and encouragement of the 
Holy Spirit.  We are asked to 
remember the challenges facing the 
churches throughout the diocese and 
to pray for one another. 

Bishop Kenneth invites us to meet for 
an hour once a week at a time over 

and above our usual services.  Two of 
the services will be couched in the 
format of an extended Eucharist; one 
will be completely dedicated to open 
prayer and another in the format of a 
service of the word.  All are very 
welcome to: 

 Thursday 8th at 7pm: The 
Eucharist with extended prayer 
time 

 Tuesday 13th at 12-noon: A time 
of open prayer 

 Monday 19th at 7pm: A service of 
the Word with extended prayer 
time 

 Wednesday 28th at 2pm: The 
Eucharist with extended prayer 
time 

Please join me on these occasions in 
church to pray together for the future 
work of the Kairos programme across 
the diocese and in our cluster and 
parish. 

Blessings, David

 

Barn Dance  
Calling all cowgirls and cowboys for a Barn Dance in the Church Hall on Saturday 
10 November from 7pm to 10.30pm.  Tickets £8 (£4 for children).  Please contact 

June Poliszczuk on 023 9247 6001 or Deborah Creasy on 023 9249 8828 for 
tickets. 
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“The Brunels” 
Last month we left Marc and Sophia 
Brunel languishing in a debtors’ jail in 
Southwark.  For ten weeks, Marc wrote 
to influential friends for help and grew 
increasingly bitter about the failure of 
the government to repay him for his 
many ventures on behalf of the nation.  
To name but one, seeing troops 
disembarking at Portsmouth from the 
Corunna Campaign, he noticed that 
most were without boots, with rags 
wrapped around their feet.  He 
discovered that the Army was paying 
£150,000 annually for boots which had 
thin leather soles, bulked out with clay, 
which only lasted weeks.  He designed 
new sturdy boots, set up a factory with 
24 disabled ex-soldiers and produced 
400 pairs daily in nine sizes.  They 
were subsequently worn at the Battle 
of Waterloo in 1815 and they saved 
the Army a fortune.  Finally, Marc had 
his reward because the Treasury came 
to his aid with a grant of £5,000 which 
secured his and Sophia’s release from 
prison. 

Marc had become interested in 
building tunnels when he was 
commissioned by the Tsar Alexander I 
to suggest a design for a bridge across 
the River Neva at St Petersburg.  In 
1823, Parliament accepted a plan from 
Marc to build a tunnel under the 
Thames between Wapping and 
Rotherhithe, using a vast metal 
tunnelling shield which he had 
designed some five years previous.  
The shield enabled a small proportion 
of the excavation face to be exposed 
at a time so that workmen could work 
at it in comparative safety, while 
effectively shoring up a roof above 
them Work was slow and there were 

floodings and fatalities.  Marc’s son 
Isambard joined the project in 1824 but 
work stopped in 1828 because of lack 
of money.  It was not until 1835 that 
money was made available and the 
tunnel was finally completed in 1843.  
Marc died six years later at the age of 
80.  He left this magnificent tunnel as 
his crowning achievement and until 
this day his tunnelling shield, designed 
by him in 1818, remains the basic 
design for the equipment used in 
modern tunnelling. 

We now turn our attention to Marc’s 
son – Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  The 
very name holds a magical aura about 
it.  He was aged 19 when he started 
work with his father on the tunnel 
project but just over two years later, he 
was appointed Resident Engineer.  He 
worked ceaselessly at the face of the 
Tunnel, once narrowly missing death 
when he fell through an opening into 
the river.  With work stopped on the 
tunnel because of lack of funds, 
Isambard went to the great port of 
Bristol in 1829 where he submitted four 
designs in a national competition for a 
brick suspension bridge across the 
massive gorge (600ft across and 200ft 
deep) at Clifton.  Nothing came of the 
designs submitted and Isambard, who 
was elected to the Royal Society in 
June 1830 at the age of 24, lost 
interest in Bristol.  However, in January 
1831, the city had another competition 
to design a bridge at Clifton and this 
time Isambard’s design was accepted.  
The foundation stone for the bridge 
was laid in August 1831 but it was not 
until 1836 that work commenced on 
the wonderful Clifton Suspension 
Bridge.  In the intervening years, 
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Isambard had other engineering 
triumphs including massive work to 
improve Bristol Docks by dredging silt, 
raising dams and rebuilding the South 
Entrance Lock.  But perhaps his 
greatest moment was in 1833 when he 
met the love of his life and his future 
wife, Mary Horsley.  As we shall see 

next month, great triumphs were 
ahead of him in the form of the Great 
Western Railway.  So full steam ahead 
for next month’s “Faith Matters” 

Roger Bryant

 

St. Faith’s Flower Festival 27-29 June 2008 
As many of you may know we are 
planning a Flower Festival in St Faith’s 
next year.  The theme will be 
“Journeys with Christ” which we hope 
will give ample scope for imaginative 
arrangements.  We want to make the 
Festival as environmentally friendly as 
possible and while we wish to use 
home grown flowers this is not always 
a reliable source so we will have to buy 
some imported flowers.  Research has 
shown that air-freighting may cause 
fewer carbon emissions than flowers 
grown in greenhouses in Holland.  
Yields in Kenya, for example, are 
nearly 70% higher because the flowers 
benefit from natural heat and light.  We 
shall also try to use less Oasis as this 

is not biodegradable. 

During the year, we do like to arrange 
flowers in memory of a loved one and 
we extend this to the Flower Festival.  
So if you wish to sponsor an 
arrangement please tell me or Sandra.  
Because flowers, whether Fair Trade 
or not, cost quite a lot of money, we 
are having a Bring and Buy Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 10 November 
from 10am-12noon at 4a Langstone 
Avenue, tickets £1.50. 

We do welcome your support as the 
more flowers we can buy, the more we 
can enhance the beauty of our lovely 
old Church.   

Rosemary Thomas.

 

The vicar was ill in hospital and was visited by his churchwarden who said “Vicar we 
had a meeting of the Parochial Church Council last night and a resolution put 
forward wishing you a speedy recovery was passed by 14 votes to 12”. 

 
 

 
 

Then & Now 
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THEN… 
They’re “fighting for their country”. 
Young men marching in serried ranks 
Nearer and nearer to the battle zone, 
Singing as they go. 
 
Tanks – those monsters of metal 
Trundle by, 
Squeaking protestingly 
On their rusty tracks. 
 
Then – the glamour disappears. 
Noise and fear take over. 
The sights and sounds of war surround 
them. 
Desolation, destruction and death. 
The furious chatter of machine guns, 
The staccato crackle of rifles, 
Bullets screaming overhead, 
And the crump of distant guns 
Adds a tenor to the general clamour. 
 
Mud is everywhere. 
Man and the elements 
Fight man’s machines. 
Then Over the top” the Sergeants yell, 
And into a living hell they scramble, 
Into mud and noise 
That turns men 
Into horror-stricken automatons 
Struggling to obey 
Despite mud, machines 
And mind-blowing terror. 
 

Human foes face human foes. 
Youthful flesh explodes into blood and 
muck. 
Screams of agony from the mortally 
wounded 
Hardly heeded in the chaos and noise of 
War. 

SILENCE 
It’s over. 
Destruction and death. 
Desolation and dross, 
Merge in a sea of red. 
No – not blood – but poppies 
Waving gently over the graves of 
thousands. 
Nature hides the ravages of war 
Under the flowers of the Flanders fields. 
 

NOW… 
The world remembers. 
Heads are bowed in the biting wind. 
A lone trumpeter plays the Last Post. 
Silence. 
Alone with our memories 
Of the horror and pity of war. 
Thinking of those who died 
Fighting for their country. 
 
“At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning 
We will remember them”. 
 

SW 
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Property Development Group Meeting – 17 September 
PCC Resolutions were discussed: 

a. To instruct our architects to 

prepare drawings for 

consultation.  The architects 
have now been instructed to 
prepare the drawings 

b. To actively market the 

Christchurch site.  Five firm 
offers have been received 
from developers.  The offers 
are disappointing.  Pearsons 
have been informed that they 
are not acceptable and we 
have stated our minimum 
requirement. 

Quantity Surveyor Quotations.  The 
quote from Harris & Porter was 
accepted and Grant Associates has 
agreed to be the CDM (Construction 
Design & Management) Co-ordinator. 

SITA Communities Challenge Fund.  
Details of a major funding opportunity 
had been received, but Havant is 
unfortunately outside the qualifying 
areas near to a landfill site. 

Church Hall.  The PDG is currently 
considering three options. 

Archaeology.  A student from South 
Downs College will be doing a project 
on the Churchyard.

 

PCC Meeting – 24 September 2007
Havant Loyal Volunteers Colour.  
The Havant Museum was not able to 
take the Havant Loyal Volunteers 
Colour on loan at present because 
their future was uncertain.  We will be 
discussing a loan with them next April 
but this would be conditional on them 
receiving funding to enable them to 
continue in Havant. 

St Faith’s Mission Statement.  The 
meeting approved proposals of a 
working party including a new Mission 
Statement which is on our website and 
weekly bulletin.  Another proposal 
agreed was for a restructuring whereby 
five co-ordinators would each be 
responsible for one of the following 
areas – Worship, Fellowship, 
Discipleship, Service and Outreach.  
Two had been appointed – Susan 
Gibbons (Discipleship) and Fiona 
Hedley (Worship). 

Treasurer’s Report.  Sue Casey 

reported that our cash assets stood at 
£110,100 including £58,684 in the 
Restoration & Redevelopment 
Account.  Total income (January/ 
August) was £71,167 and expenditure 
£74,626, giving a deficit of £3,459. 

PDG Report.  There was a full 
discussion of the excellent work of the 
PDG on the Church Extension and 
Church House developments.  We 
would be concentrating on marketing 
and financing to ensure that the 
schemes were financial sound before 
committing cash to them. 

St John the Divine Ghana.  Although 
our two proposed visitors from Ghana 
had been refused visas, applications 
next year are expected to be 
successful.  Mike and Anne Fluck are 
hoping to visit the parish in January.   

St Nicholas Chapel.  A gift had been 
made of a Tapestry Patchwork of a 
local scene to hang in the chapel.
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PCC Meeting - 15 October 2007 
This was a special meeting to progress 
the work of the Property Development 
Group (PDG) following the decisions 
taken at the last PCC meeting in 
September.  There had been two 
developments since that meeting.  Sue 
Casey, Treasurer, and Jackie Udy had 
resigned and five offers for the 
purchase of the Christ Church site had 
been received by our agents, 
Pearsons.  The most favourable offer 
would go to an independent surveyor 
to report on its valuation of the site.  
The Diocese Advisory Committee 
(DAC) and the Charity Commission 
would be notified if we decided to 

accept the offer.   

Three resolutions were unanimously 
approved by the PCC: 

(1) to instruct the architects to continue 
their work in respect of the proposed 
church extension; 

(2) to proceed with processing the 
favoured offer for the purchase of the 
Christ Church site; and,  

(3) to apply for planning consent for 
the renovation of Church House and 
Coach House.   

Professional guidance would be 
sought to revise our financial plan.

 

 

Tearfund   (www.bepartofamiracle.org.uk) 

We are fast approaching our “Global 
Poverty Prayer Week”, 11th-17th 
November.  On the 11th 
(Remembrance Sunday) we are urged 
to remember the living as well as the 
dead.  On the 12th we will be praying 
about Tearfunds’s goal to stop the 
spread of HIV in the communities 
where they work by the year 2015.  On 
the 13th prayers will be about Climate 
Change, on the 14th we will turn our 
thoughts towards how to help those 
suffering from the effects of natural 

disasters.  Unjust trade rules will be 
prayed about on the 15th, clean water 
and sanitation on the 16th and on the 
17th we are asked to pray for a tough 
new international agreement that will 
lead to decisive action when the UN 
summit takes place in December. 

Please continue with the daily prayers 
in the Tearfund Prayer Diary.  If anyone 

requires a copy please ask Mary 
Bracher (023 9248 0608). 

http://www.bepartofa/
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Licensing of Fr. Charles Keay at Alford, Lincs 
I first met Father Charles Keay, when 
he blessed my home after my return to 
Havant in May 2005.  As soon as I 
knew he was to become Priest-in-
Charge of the Alford Group of 
Churches in Lincolnshire, I felt that I 
would like to attend at least as a 
representative of St. Faith’s Church.   

I travelled by train to Skegness and 
bus connection to Alford on the 
Wednesday and booked myself into 
the Half Moon Hotel, Restaurant and 
Pub for two nights. 

A visit to St. Wilfred's Church in 
Alford confirmed that Revd. Wilma 
Horton who had herself been 
Ordained as Priest on 1st July this 
year, was taking the Eucharist the 
following morning at 09.15am.  She 
was a friendly Lady who was so 
pleased to see me and said that 
everyone was looking forward to Fr. 
Charles taking over the group of 
Churches. 

St. Wilfred's Church dates from c1350 
and is very beautiful with its 14th 
Century Screen and High Altar.  I 
arrived at about 7.00pm to find the 
Church filling up fast.  At 7.30pm, the 
Rural Dean Terry Steele and his 
spaniel, who goes everywhere with 
him, welcomed everyone and 
introduced the processional hymn: 
Christ triumphant ever reigning, 
Saviour, Master, King! 

Bishop John of Grimsby introduced 
the Service and following the Ministry 
of the Word and Hymn gave his topical 
Sermon.  He spoke of the recent death 
of Pavarotti and how he had helped to 
increase the interest in Opera for the 
masses!  He thanked everyone for 

pulling together over the last 20 
months during the Interregnum and 
realised that it had come at the right 
time, because Fr. Charles had come.  
He felt that Fr. Charles and his family 
would help to increase the number of 
families and younger people to the 
Church. 

The Service continued to the Licensing 
and Induction with the Bishop reading 
out the names of the nine Churches 
and enquired if there was anymore left 
to add! 

Fr. Charles and the Bishop then moved 
to the back of the Church near the 
Font and Charles rang the church 
bells. 

The procession then returned to the 
chancel step and faced the 
congregation.  Representatives of the 
Schools, Boys and Girls Brigade and 
other Churches were introduced to the 
new Parish Priest. 

Fr. Charles then announced that a 
morning Eucharist would be held each 
morning except Mondays starting the 
following day.  Prayers were said and a 
collection taken for the Diocesan 
Ordination Candidates' Training Fund. 

After the service, most people 
trooped into the Church Hall a short 
walk away for the faith supper.  A 
good time was had by all.  Everyone I 
spoke to were thrilled with their new 
Priest and was delighted with Annie 
and Rufus.  The future bodes well for 
the Keay family and the 
communicants of the 9 churches.   

For me it was an uplifting 
experience and speaking to both 
Charles and Annie they were 
looking forward to their new 
challenges.  We all wish them well 
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for the future.   Terry Creswell
 

Marcia Willett, mother of Fr. Charles Keay, has sent the Rector a gift of £1,000 to 
use at his discretion in St. Faith’s.  The gift was in recognition of the time spent by 
Charles in the parish. 

 

Town Fair – Provisional Figures 
The provisional figures for the Town Fair held on Saturday 8 September are: 
Grand Draw 
Refreshments outside 
Cakes 
Barbecue 
Tombola 
Bottles 
Bric-a-Brac – Churchyard 
Bouncy Castle 
Face Painting 
Children’s Stall&Jewellery 
Hook-a-Boat 
Pick-a-Straw 
Stocks 
Church Collections 
Friends of the Earth 
Fair Trade 
Market Traders 
Ice Creams 
Beer Tent 
Handicrafts 
Books 

943.00 
71.09 

143.40 
346.27 
361.40 
564.00 
130.67 
50.65 
46.60 

168.87 
19.80 
30.58 
36.75 
21.80 
10.00 
8.00 

30.00 
66.00 

117.66 
167.19 
321.82 

Sarah Butterfield Cards 
Refreshments inside 
Toys 
Children’s Tombola 
Human Fruit Machine 
Treasure Hunt 
Bric-a-Brac & Plants-Street 
Guess the Weight of Cake 
Tower Visits 
Donation – Anon 
Secret Garden Sensations 
Cllr. Ray Bolton 

Total Income 
 
Grand Draw 
Band 
St. John Ambulance 
Miscellaneous 

Total Expenses 

 

TOTAL 

50.80 
147.64 
59.00 

101.60 
49.68 
20.50 
85.91 
55.70 
82.00 

100.00 
10.00 
50.00 

4,468.38 
 

-100.00 
-125.00 
-76.38 
-6.25 

-307.63 

 

4,160.75 

Roger Simmons 
 
 

A mischievous boy was asked by his mother, “How do you expect to get into 
heaven?”  He thought for a moment and said, “Well, I shall just run in and out and 

keep slamming the door until they say ‘for goodness sake come in or stay out’, and 
then I’ll go in”. 
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Concert by The Royal Marines Training Band on Friday 5th 
October 2007 in St. Faith's. 

It was a privilege to be part of a 
packed church to hear a wonderful 
concert, planned for many months, by 
the young men and women from 
Portsmouth, in aid of the Church 
Restoration and Redevelopment 
Appeal.  Under the expert direction of 
Major M.P. Dowrick, the smartly 
dressed band delighted the audience 
with a variety of military band music. 

The National Anthem was followed by 
the well-known quick march, "Colonel 
Bogey" and the slow march, "Globe 
and Laurel".  Drummers appeared 
through the west door and played 
standing in the aisle and the Yorkshire 
Overture showed the woodwind 
section to advantage.  The brilliant 
variations on "My Grandfather's Clock" 
played on the solo euphonium thrilled 
the all-age audience and the trio of 
trumpeters entertained, not only with 
their playing, but also by their 
choreography.  In "Padstow Life-boat" 
by Malcolm Arnold the sound of the fog 
horn was cleverly incorporated by the 

composer, as well as the pitching of 
the lifeboat in rough seas.  A selection 
of Gilbert & Sullivan tunes set feet 
tapping in the ballad "Pineapple Poll" 
and two xylophones were cleverly 
played with four sticks in a glittering 
solo debut performance.  

The finale was dedicated to the 225 
members of the Royal Marines who 
gave their lives in World War Two and 
began with a Fantasy on British Sea 
Songs and continued with the quick 
march, "Viscount Nelson" in honour of 
Trafalgar later in the month.  The 
Swedish Folksong tune for the hymn 
"How Great Thou Art" preceded the 
bugle call, "Sunset", movingly played 
by four buglers from the west end of 
the church, on their tussled bugles. 

We all waved our Union Jack flags as 
the band played "Rule Britannia" and 
the concert finished with the rousing 
regimental march, "A Life on the 

Ocean Wave".   Geoff Porter 

 



 -12- 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

Brookfield Hotel 
EMSWORTH 

Seeking a relaxing break away, 
in home-from-home comfort or a welcome ambience for a family get 

together, you will find unique service and value at 
The Brookfield Hotel. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2007 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to 

tempt everyone!!! 
Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

Amanda Welch MCFHP MAFHP    Foot Health Practitioner 

How can I help you?  

If you suffer from any of the following foot conditions 

 Painful corns, callus, toe deformities or bunions 

 Toe nails that are difficult to manage or ingrown toenails 

 Athletes foot, verucca or fungal infection 

Appointments available at Flint Barn, Rowlands Castle 

Home visits available       Telephone 023 9241 3855 

http://www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 
Solid Wood 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited      www.bscare.co.uk 

Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 
homes. Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 

a day. The full expected range of help in 
the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for those 
carers who are in need of a break 

Our caring staff are fully trained in all aspects of care.        B S Care Ltd 
Hampshire County Council Accredited 

4 Prince George Street 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS, HAVANT 023 9236 2222  Havant 

Fax: 023 9236 3333     email: caring@bscare.co.uk  PO9 1BG 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment. No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
 

 



 -15-  



 -16- 

St Faith’s November 2007 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.Counsel of this when all else fails (7) 
22.Disturbing cats less he is without 

even a scratch (10) 

Across 
 1.No profits for brewers from this 

expectant group (4,2,4) 
 8.Prominent saint embraces foreigner 

(7) 
 9.He let change able to bring 

forgetfulness (5) 
10.Implement returned is stolen 

property (4) 
11.Writer numbers English hills favourite 

for walkers (8) 
13.”They are not long, the days of wine 

and -----“ (5) 
14.Sounding a bit like a flower – how 

silly! (5) 
16.A good mixture perhaps, could be 

the answer (8) 
17.A little one within the lute, will make 

the music mute (4) 
20.Love from across the Channel (5) 
 

Down  
 1.He can be sweet – or wild! (5) 
 3.Said, in verse, to kneel on Christmas 

Eve (4) 
 5.Recantation from friend, in verse (8) 
 7.Garment city in USA (6) 
13.East Indian seaman turns out to be a 

scoundrel (6) 
15.Stop! Wait! Take possession (4,2) 
19.Actual existence found in essential 

elements (4) 

 2.Shed in battle, remembered in spirit 
(7,5) 

 4.At a tea-party, he had butter in his 
watch (6) 

 6.No seagoing for this landlocked ship 
(5,7) 

12.Secret, mysterious way to store ice 
(8) 

18.Trots around causing injuries (5) 
 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th November please! 
Answers to October 2007 Crossword 
Across: 1.Gray’s Elegy, 8.Angelus, 9.Oscar, 10.Troy, 11.Drunkard, 13.Frame, 14.Muses, 
16.Nugatory, 17.Scut, 20.Split, 21.Dictate, 22.Pretenders. 
 Down: 1.Giant, 2.As Good As Gold, 3.Solo, 4.Losers, 5.Good Name, 6.A Classic Race, 
7.Grades, 12.Testator, 13.Finish, 15.Credit, 18.Tiers, 19.Scan. 
The first correct answer out of the hat this month was from Ruth Tunks with other correct entries from 
Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Joy Utting.  

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11 

 
       

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          
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Word Search – Nicknames 
Can you find the nicknames that have become associated with particular surnames 
in the grid below?  Words may be read forwards, backwards, up or down and are in 
straight lines.  Where a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 

 

BUNNY/WARREN FANNY/ADAMS NOSMO/KING 
CHALKY/WHITE GINGER BEER PEELER/MURPHY 
DAISY BELL JOHNNY/WALKER TIMBER/WOOD 
DICKY BIRD LEFTY/WRIGHT SANDY/BROWN 
DOUGHY/BAKER MUDDY/WATERS SHORTY LONG 
DUCKY DRAKE NED/KELLY STORMY GALE 
DUSTY/MILLER NOBBY/CLARK TOPSY/TURNER 
DUTCHY/HOLLAND NOSEY/PARKER WIGGY/BENNETT 

 
 
 

S H O R T Y L O N G Y K L A H C 

R B W K E A D A M S P S R V B N 

E F W A R E L Y I D N A L L O H 

K R A A T M B T L O J N R S M E 

L B D N R E K R L O O D E H K L 

A E U R N R R L E W H Y N A U A 

W L F N I Y E S R G N F R W I G 

I K E T N B T N K E N D U S T Y 

O T L M Y Y Y A D O Y I T W R M 

T U Y S H Y B K S K M S G B U R 

W R I G H T E M C T U H P R D O 

M A E G G L O U L I D F P O E T 

D W U K L I D R A M D H L W T S 

B O H Y A T W G R B Y J G N I K 

D V N O B B Y H K E D U T C H Y 

R E L E E P R E K R A P S T W A 
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 News from St Paul’s and Eastcote

Regular readers of “Faith Matters” will 
have been following the reports from 
my niece, Rachel Phillips, on her 
experiences at Nottingham and Derby 
as she prepared for ordination.  The 
great day finally came on Saturday 30th 
June at St Paul’s Cathedral in London, 
when she, along with 44 other 
candidates, was ordained deacon by 
the Bishop of London.  There were 
slightly more men candidates than 
women.  The diocese is split into five 
areas, each with its own Area Bishop: 
Rachel was sponsored by the Bishop 
of Willesden. 

This was a service of great splendour, 
similar in some ways to the huge 
national services in the cathedral that 
we see on television.  Yet at the same 
time, it was a very personal event for 
each candidate, and for their family 
and friends who were there to support 
them. 

The statistics are impressive.  Each 
candidate was allocated 25 tickets and 
each parish receiving them a further 
10; in addition there were reported to 
be about 25 bishops present, and 250 
other clergy, not to mention the choir 
and cathedral staff.  That is only the 
reserved seats.  There was a long 
queue for unreserved, and not 
everybody could be fitted in.  Our 
whole family came to support Rachel: 
her parents and sister, myself, Frances 
and Timothy, together with his wife 
Isobel and daughter Dorothy, and we 
were joined by our one remaining 
rather distant cousin.  We had priority 
tickets, which gave us seats under the 
dome, very close to the ordinands, 
who were in a semicircle facing the 
Bishop. 

The service was something like a 
Confirmation, combined with Sung 
Eucharist quite like our regular Sunday 
service.  But we don’t start with the 
congregation having to “Stand as the 
Trumpeters play a fanfare,” during 
which the procession of ordinands and 
most of the bishops “enter through the 
Great West Door.”  Though meanwhile 
we sang “Angel-voices ever singing”, 
and all the hymns were familiar from 
our own worship. 

After the procession had reached the 
area under the dome, the Bishop of 
London welcomed us, and the 
candidates were presented to him by 
name.  The Bishop then asked 
questions in turn of the Area Directors 
of Ordinands (that the candidates were 
suitable), the candidates (that they 
believed they were called to God’s 
ministry) and finally of us, the 
congregation, that we would support 
and uphold them in their new ministry.  
At this point we went into the 
Communion service: the Gloria, 
collect, epistle and gospel and the 
sermon, by the Bishop – very inspiring, 
and not very long! 

We had now reached the climax of the 
service.  The candidates had to 
declare their belief in the Holy 
Scriptures, and the doctrine of the 
Church of England, and undertake to 
serve – a key question was, “Will you 
be a faithful servant in the household 
of God, after the example of Christ, 
who came not to be served but to 
serve?”  It had already been explained 
that the original meaning of ‘deacon’ is 
someone who serves others. 

Each candidate kneeled one at a time 
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in front of the Bishop, who laid hands 
on them, at the same time as their 
area bishop. 

When all 45 had been ordained, we 
the congregation welcomed them “as 
fellow-servants in the gospel”, and 
there was another fanfare while the 
newly-ordained deacons were vested 
with their stoles.  These were of many 
styles, some specially made by friends 
of the candidate who had supported 
them through their training.  Rachel’s 
was a gift from the congregation of 
Derby Cathedral, where she had spent 
so much of her time while studying at 
St John’s College, Nottingham.  And 
then came the Peace.  The candidates 
spread out through the cathedral to 
greet their nearest and dearest – 
except that some of their dearest were 
away at the far end of the nave.  They 
didn’t return to their seats until we 
were half-way through the offertory 
hymn. 

The rest of the service would have 
been familiar to St Faith’s congregation 
at the Sunday 9.30 service.  But when 
the wine was set out for consecration, I 
reckon there were some 40 chalices 
on the altar, an incredible sight.  When 
it came to the distribution, clergy 
fanned out all over the cathedral, so 
that everybody had a communion point 
within a few paces of their seat. 
Communion for 4,000 people was 
completed in only 18 minutes! 

Right at the end of the service, each 
new deacon was given a New 
Testament (in Greek!) by the area 
bishop.  Why not the whole Bible? I 
was asked.  Rachel tells me it is 
because one of a deacon’s special 
jobs is to read the Gospel in services; 
also because the New Testament tells 

us about the foundations of deacon 
ministry.  And finally, as the organ 
pealed a loud voluntary, the Bishop of 
London led the deacons out of the 
Great West Door together with the 
area bishops – and photos were taken. 

The whole service lasted two hours, 
and we had been in our seats nearly 
an hour before it.  Dorothy, who is only 
eight, had been absorbed by the whole 
of it, and she was by no means the 
youngest present.  Some of the 
deacons have very young children, 
who were looked after by the other 
parent. 

And then came the party.  Rachel had 
booked a room in Ye Olde Cheshire 
Cheese, a famous pub in Fleet Street, 
frequented in the 18th century by Dr 
Johnson.  They had a copy of his great 
Dictionary in a glass case.  Friends 
came from all areas of her life, even 
those who had queued without tickets 
for the service and been turned away.  
And her area bishop came, with his 
wife and secretary, and he revealed a 
secret of St Paul’s.  They have a full 
set of bishops’ robes and mitres for all 
the area bishops to pick up when they 
arrive for the service.  That ensures 
they are all wearing matching outfits! 

Next day, Rachel attended her first 
services at St Lawrence’s, Eastcote.  
This is an old Middlesex village that 
has become an outer suburb of 
London since the Tube arrived in the 
1930s.  The church is of that period 
too: before then Eastcote was part of 
neighbouring Ruislip.  She told me she 
expected to have to introduce herself 
at the morning service.  Not a bit of it; 
the children of the Sunday School had 
made up a magnificent welcome card 
for her, and presented it during the 
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service.  Alan Hakim 

 
Rachel holding the Greek New Testament

 

Memories 
Roger Bryant’s articles for “Faith 
Matters” are always informative, 
interesting and a pleasure to read.  
October’s contributions were well up to 
standard, and also struck chords of 
memory with me. 

In “The Brunels”, Roger mentioned the 
block-making machinery designed by 
Marc Brunel, which was installed in a 
large brick building which became 
known as the Blockmills.  Beneath the 
ground floor was a large cellar space 
which, during the war, was used as an 
air raid shelter.  In one raid a bomb 
plunged through an iron grating 
adjacent to an outside wall and 
exploded into the shelter.  My father 
was a member of the Rescue Squad 
which, immediately after the explosion 
made its way into the shelter to 
succour the survivors and recover the 

casualties. 

“The Five Churches” also brought back 
memories.  To me, the “Oddfellows” 
was the dance hall on the upper floor; 
not a top-flight venue, but good 
enough for local lads before they 
“graduated” to the Embassy, Pier or 
Savoy; the resident band was led by 
Jimmy Harris.  I spent some Friday or 
Saturday evenings there trying to 
improve “my steps” – without much 
success.  Not far from Woolworths 
which was destroyed that “terrible 
night” was the Shaftesbury cinema 
where I spent many hours when young 
– sometimes with “free admission”. 

Most of all I remember a church which 
Roger did not mention; St John the 
Baptist, Rudmore.  Its priest was 
Father Coley who walked about the 
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parish in cassock and biretta greeting 
all and sundry with a cheerful word and 
a blessing – few were the houses in 
Rudmore that he did not visit.  In an air 
raid the complete roof of the nave was 
destroyed, but the Lady Chapel was 
undamaged.  Not long after the war 
Peggy and I were married there, in the 
Lady Chapel as the main body of the 
church was still open to the sky.  It was 
a warm, sunny but showery August day 
– the sun shone for us – but there 
were puddles all over the floor of the 
nave which had to be carefully 
negotiated as we made our way from 
the Lady Chapel amidst the 
congratulations and good wishes of 
family, friends and neighbours; this 
was our lovely day. 

 

 

So, thanks for the memories Roger. John Bradey 

PS or Epilogue.  Alas, St John’s is no longer a church – but an apartment block.  
Rudmore is gone – all that remains is the name of a roundabout. 

 
From the Registers – October 

 
7th Baptism of Elizabeth Genevieve Budd 

30th In Memoriam Bob Harvey 
 

 

 

Canon Brown wishes to thank the parishioners who kindly sent him their best 
wishes, cards and presents on the occasion of his 80th birthday. 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden) 

Vacant (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Fiona Hedley Mr Barry Hudson 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Jenny Sagrott  

Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter Dr Michael Fluck 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Sandra Haggan (Chair)(Hall 

Complex), Peter Appleby (Secretary)(Christchurch Bungalow), Anne Plater (St. 

Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott (St. Faith’s Church), Bill Skilleter (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Sylvia Willey and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC. Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report.  Members: Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott and Paul Utting. 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Rector, 
Colin Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird and Martin 
Poliszczuk. 

Restoration & Redevelopment Appeal Committee.  Members: Paul Utting 
(Chairman), Ken Bracher, Mary Bracher, Joan Burrows, Kevin Edwards, Sara 
Freeston (Secretary), Sandra Haggan, Roger Simmons (Treasurer) and Joy 
Utting. 

 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com
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 WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Vacant  

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Social Activities Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Missions to Seafarers Sec. Miss Peggy Sparks 023 9245 0309 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop Mrs Sheila Warlow 023 9247 5447 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)    023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter     023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always welcome 
and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church House, The Pallant, 
or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on the 1st of each month, with a 
print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 4th November 8.00am Eucharist 

ALL SAINTS AND 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

ALL SOULS 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST  

  To launch Shoe Box appeal 
 3.00pm All Soul’s Memorial Service 

 

Sunday 11th November 8.00am Eucharist 

REMEMBRANCE 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

SUNDAY 9.15am Youth Church at 5 Meadowlands 

                    9.30am    PARISH EUCHARIST 

                   10.50am   Remembrance Service at the War Memorial 

 Followed by service in Church 
                     6.30pm United Service at Methodist Church 

 

Sunday 18th November 8.00am Eucharist 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

BEFORE ADVENT 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 25th November 8.00am Eucharist 

CHRIST THE KING 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 2nd December 8.00am Eucharist 

ADVENT SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST with Christingle 
 6.30pm Advent and Christmas Carols 
 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES 

Monday  9.15am Eucharist 

Tuesday 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 

http://www.stfaith.com/

