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From the Editor 
This month is the Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM) on Sunday 

27 April in St. Faith’s Church after 
the 9.30am Parish Eucharist – see 
article on page 9.  Although you have 
the chance to ask questions 
throughout the year via “Faith Matters” 
this is your opportunity to raise matters 
“face-to-face” with the Rector and 
others.  Unfortunately, I am unable to 
attend, so please let me have your 
views on the magazine separately 

direct to me for publication – as you 
can throughout the year.  The 
Chairman of the PDG will be giving a 
brief on our proposed development 
programme which is being delayed 
due to the Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) policy on community facilities – 
the Christ-church Centre comes under 
this heading – see notes on meeting 
with HBC below. 

Colin Carter 

 

Property Development Group Meeting – 27 February 2008 
The Chairman and the Rector met with 
the Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
Head of Development Control (i.e., 
planning) and the Planning Policy 
Team leader to discuss the best way 
forward for the Christchurch Centre 
(CCC).  HBC revealed that it would be 
releasing details of the various areas 
that have been pinpointed as possible 
sites for housing development so as to 
meet their obligation to have 6,500 
new homes built in Havant by 2026.  
One of the areas is just to the north of, 
but not abutting, CCC.  HBC is 
required to check out and consider the 
effect of the loss of a community 
facility like CCC, but at the same time 
welcomed the development of CCC for 
adding new homes to the total.  HBC 
suggested that the direct way of 
achieving this was for the person 
seeking planning permission to carry 
out a survey in the area to determine 

the extent of current community 
facilities and the perceived needs in 
the area.  Then, if there were 
perceived needs that were not being 
satisfied, to explore whether there 
were people/ organisations able and 
willing to provide such facilities from 
CCC, providing that such organisations 
had the ability to meet the proper costs 
of such provision.  HBC emphasized 
that planning would not automatically 
be refused just because CCC is 
considered to be a “community facility” 
rather that we (or the purchaser) has 
to show why it is reasonable in this 
case to lose what might be considered 
as a community facility. 

However, from our perspective, this 
puts a delay on to our proposed 
programme as we need the capital 
from the sale of CCC to fund the 
refurbishment of Church House and 
the interior of the church. 
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From the Rector - The Organisational Challenge 
In last May’s “Faith Matters” I wrote 
about the challenge to identify and 
raise up leaders amongst us.  The 
challenge is still before us.  Let me 
repeat myself, and bring you up to 
date. 

In the last six years we have 
experienced sustained and gradual 
growth at St Faith’s.  The congregation 
has grown in size to an average now of 
over 120 on a Sunday, with others 
attending mid-week.  Our main service 
of worship, the Eucharist, involves a 
large number of people in a variety of 
roles, serving, reading, singing, 
assisting with communion, leading 
prayers, welcoming people, decorating 
and cleaning the church.  The church 
shop is going very well and raising 
funds for the church.  We are 
supporting missions in Ghana and 
Japan, through prayer partners, and 
we hope to host this summer another 
visit, this time of lay people from our 
link church in Nsawam, Ghana. 

The children and youth work has been 
largely responsible for the growth in 
the church.  The Sunday Club provides 
a superb experience of church for the 
young people and the Youth club gives 
them opportunity to relax and build 
relationships with each other.  We 
have begun to establish a Crèche for 
Sunday mornings and a team is being 
set up to assist with pastoral care, so 
that we can expand our provision and 
not rely exclusively upon the clergy. 

These last two indicate the challenges 
of growing – there is always more we 
can and need to do.  Because we are 
growing, there are more people to 
minister to and care for.  There is a 

greater need for discipleship – to help 
people who want to learn more and go 
deeper into the faith, through Bible 
study, prayer or discussion groups.  
Christmas 2006 our Christmas Eve 
service was so big we had to put on 
two for Christmas 2007. 

If we look at the final verses of the 
second chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles we can see how the new 
church community, which was newly 
formed after the Ascension of Jesus 
and the coming of the Spirit at 
Pentecost, occupied itself (Acts 2 
verses 42–47).  You can see that this 
first church, led by the disciples was 

based upon five areas: service 
(sharing what they had with each 

other), worship (attending the temple, 
breaking bread in their homes and 

praising God), fellowship (being 
devoted to fellowship and gathering 

together), outreach (adding to their 

number daily) and discipleship 
(devoting themselves to the apostle’s 
teaching).  These five areas of the life 
of this new community has been the 
basis of church life ever since. 

Thus we resolved to organise 
ourselves around these same areas of 
the church’s life at St Faith’s.  At a 
PCC meeting in September 2007, the 
Council approved our revised Mission 
Statement, reflecting these five areas 
of working. This is it: 

We offer you the chance to 
deepen your spiritual life in 
Jesus Christ. 

We do this by: 

 Welcoming all to 
o Men’s & Women’s 

Groups 
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o Youth and Children’s 
groups 

o Social activities 

 Praising God in  
o the Eucharist 
o music 
o mid-week services 
o silent prayer sessions 

 Deepening faith through a 
variety of groups that focus 
upon 

o the Bible 
o prayer 
o spirituality 

 Caring for and serving one 
another. 

Our Mission is to increase the 
spiritual well-being of the 
community by being an open, 
accessible and inclusive 
community, which offers relevant 
Christian teaching, fellowship, 
worship and care for one 
another. 

At the same meeting we also decided 
to seek to appoint five co-ordinators for 
each of the areas of Worship, 
Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry and 
Mission in St Faith’s.  The appointment 
of these co-ordinators is still going on, 
but we hope to have an executive 
group in place by the spring time. 

I envisage this executive group of co-
ordinators will have as their purpose: 

 Co-ordinating the various groups 
and activities within each area of 
the church (so for Worship, 
Fellowship… etc)  

 Enabling good communications 
between these groups and 
activities  

 Providing support for the leaders 
of those groups  

 Working with the Rector to plan 
ahead  

 Where required, establishing 
leaders for new areas of the 
church’s work. 

As well as these established five areas 
I also recognise a sixth group, that of 
fund-raising, which is the area Martin 
Poliszczuk has recently taken up in the 
role of co-ordinator. 

As soon as co-ordinators are 
established and the scheme is up and 
running they will be introduced to you.  
In the meantime, please pray for the 
ministry of the church and for those 
whom God is calling to leadership in 
his church. 

David 

 

60-70s Disco Night – 7.30pm Friday 25 April in Church Hall 
For details contact Deborah Creasy on 023 9249 8828 
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The Lindbergh Mystery 
Last month we read about the aviation 
exploits of Charles Augustus Lindbergh 
and I mention at the end that there 
was a sad tale to come of the 
Lindbergh baby.  Lindbergh had met 
Anne Spencer Morrow at the American 
embassy in Mexico where her father, 
Dwight Morrow, was ambassador.  He 
had flown to Mexico City on a goodwill 
visit in the “Spirit of St Louis”.  
Eighteen months later, on 27 May 
1929, the couple married.  They spent 
their honeymoon cruising for two 
weeks in a small motor launch off Long 
Island and the New England coast, 
doing their best to avoid the press.  
After his feat of flying the Atlantic, 
Lindbergh had become a celebrity, with 
crowds and the media always around 
him.  There is no doubt that he loved 
the limelight.  The library in 
Waterlooville managed to get me 
Lindbergh’s autobiography, “Charles A 
Lindbergh” which was completed in 
draft form when Lindbergh suddenly 
died from cancer in 1974.  A friend 
edited the draft and the book was duly 
published.  It runs to 426 pages but 
baby Charles occupies just three short 
paragraphs of it. 

This is how Lindbergh’s account of the 
abduction starts:  “On March 1, 1932, 
for my wife and me all material values 
were shattered by the kidnapping of 
our infant son.”  The baby was 19 
months old when he was taken in the 
evening from his nursery room in the 
Lindbergh’s home at Sourland 
Mountain, near Hopewell, New Jersey.  
Lindberg tells us: “I curtailed my 
aviation activities and began working 
with federal, state and city police 
hunting for the kidnapper.”  The whole 

world waited anxiously for news of 
baby Charles but, sad to record, his 
body was found a few weeks after his 
abduction on the edge of nearby 
woods.  Months went by while all the 
law enforcement agencies followed up 
lead after lead without success.  
Lindbergh tells us:  “Newspaper 
publicity continued to be so intense, so 
inaccurate and sensational, that it 
resulted in our suffering threats, 
extortion letters, and the presence of 
sightseers in such numbers that I had 
to arrange for an armed guard to 
protect our second son, who was born 
in August of the same year.”  
Incredibly, the day after the baby’s 
disappearance, Anne Lindberg wrote 
to her father saying that she thought 
that husband Charles had been 
involved in the kidnapping!  Shades of 
the controversy surrounding the 
McCann’s over the disappearance of 
Madeleine!   

Some two years went by when in 
Lindbergh’s own words:  “In the fall of 
1934, while I was in California, I 
received a message from the New 
Jersey State Police saying they 
thought the kidnapper had been 
apprehended.  I flew back to the east 
coast and for months became involved 
in investigations and testimony related 
to the trial of the arrested man.”  The 
man was a carpenter named Bruno 
Haupmann, a German citizen born in 
Berlin.  He was eventually found guilty 
and executed in the electric chair.  The 
late Ludwig Kennedy wrote a book 
some years ago titled “The Airman and 
the Carpenter” which set out a 
powerful and persuasive argument that 
Haupmann did not murder the 
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Lindberg baby.  I recently saw an old 
documentary in which Kennedy says, “I 
have complete conviction that 
Haupmann did not murder the 
kidnapped baby.”  So what is the 
evidence that caused all these doubts 

and controversies?  For that you must 
get next month’s “Faith Matters”. 

Roger Bryant

 

Putting the Church back into Weddings 
The Parish Church of Swanmore, St Barnabas, has great pleasure in presenting: 
The Hampshire Wedding Fair 2008 .on Saturday 12th April from 11am to 4pm. 
Entrance is £2 which includes entry in the prize draw, a programme and directory of 
all exhibitors plus the first 100 guests will be greeted with a complimentary glass of 
bubbly.  Just follow the pink signs; car parking is free.  Doors open at 11am, and we 
look forward to seeing you there!   

For more information, see www.thehampshireweddingfair.co.uk 

 
Accommodation Required 

Rod and Glenda Thomas, the missionaries that we support in Japan, will need 
accommodation when they come to England with their two teenage daughters for 
their daughter Amy's wedding in St Faith's in June.  They will be over here from 16 
June to 13 August and could house sit for anyone on holiday for all or part of that 
time.  Please telephone Rosemary Thomas on 023 9248 3836 if you are able to 
help. 

 

Indian Food Evening 
There is an Indian Food Evening on Wednesday 9 April at 7.30pm at the Havant 
URC Church Hall.  There will be a variety of foods to sample (including vegetarian) 
and a simple cookery demonstration. 

There is also a speaker from Cred Jewellers of South Street, Chichester.  Come 
along and find out more.  Tickets £6, to include a drink from Ann & Robin Hine 023 
9248 3354.  All proceeds will be 50/50 to Havant URC Buildings Fund and APK 
Health Clinics, Uttar Pradesh. 

My South America Adventure 

http://www.thehampshireweddingfair.co.uk/


 -6- 

When I saw the brochure I was 
hooked.  The trip of a life time 
beckoned.  The Amazon to Argentina.  
Wow!  I was on the phone to book our 
places as soon as Don walked in the 
door.  We could hardly wait to set off.  
It was to me something I had wanted 
to do since I heard a talk about John 
Blashford Snell’s adventures on that 
very river and I own a copy of his book!  
Why you might wonder?  Well I think it 
was the idea of rain forest and exotic 
fauna and flora, exciting ports of call, 
like Parentim, Santarem, Belém, 
culminating at the Paris of South 
America – Buenos Aires, not to 
mention Montevideo in Uruguay and 
Rio de Janeiro with its wonderful 
statue of Christ the Redeemer gazing 
down from the mountain top on the 
way.   

We were on our way just three weeks 
after our decision to make the journey.  
Our plane, the big “Red Flying Carpet” 
– Brazilian Airlines – flew us to São 
Paulo overnight and we arrived in 
Brazil early in the morning.  Our flight 
onwards to Manaus was soon 
underway and several hours later we 
reached our destination.  Rather tired 
but keen to get our first sight of the 
Amazon we made our way to the 
arrivals lounge.  There we were 
greeted by Paulo and Louis – our 
Amerindian guides for our stay in the 

Eco Lodge which, as it turned out, was 
on the River Negro!  They were great.  
“Welcome”, they said, “you have 
realised your dream!”  We were taken 
by bus to the waiting boats – luggage 
lower deck – us top deck.  Our 
adventure was about to begin. 

Soon we came to the Eco Lodge.  A 
white sandy beach with grass covered 
sun umbrellas wasn’t quite what we 
expected!  However, we were soon 
walking into the coolness of the lodge 
reception area and, having already 
been given help with our luggage, we 
were given the key to our little wooden 
hut!  It was raised up on stilts with 
steps up to the door.  Opening up we 
peered inside – pitch black!  The 
switching on of the light revealed the 
fact that the shutters at the windows 
were closed as you would expect in 
temperatures of 30ºC.  Later on we 
found that the windows were not 
glazed but covered in metal mesh – to 
keep out unwelcome visitors.  The fact 
that we had running water – albeit cold 
– and electric light was quite a relief 
actually.  I guess that many years of 
camping in the rain in England, Wales 
and Scotland has diminished my 
enthusiasm for roughing it!  Well we 
had a quick wash and brush up and 
after a lovely lunch we were all set to 
don our jungle fatigues and explore the 
rain forest.   
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That first afternoon we were taken to 
the monkey sanctuary, just a little way 
up the river, by canoe – motorised, not 
paddles.  We found a very well run 
monkey rescue and rehab centre.  
Woolly, red faced capuchin and others.  
Some were caged, in care as it were, 
while others swung through the trees 
overhead.  Small huts had been built 
where food was put out for them by the 
rangers.   

We returned to the Lodge and 
although a cayman hunt was planned, 
not to mention another meal, I decided 
that sleep was more of a priority, so I 
called it a day.  After all we had been 
on the go for almost 28 hours! 

The next day (Monday) dawned fine 
and a jungle walk was on our itinerary.  
We again prepared ourselves for 
“bitey” flies, ants, snakes and spiders, 
and set off with our machete welding 
guides Paulo and Louis.  While we 
walked and enjoyed the noises and 
smells of our surroundings, one of the 
young guides with us wove palm 
crowns for all the girls to wear!  I still 
have mine – perhaps I will wear it to 
church one day!  Well, after all our 
insect repellent, etc., we were told that 
“mossies” don’t like the sort of water 
available in this part of the Amazon 
delta!  Rather a relief really – but we 
did have to beware of the 1” long ants.  
Young boys have to undergo an 
initiation ceremony involving these 
delightful creatures!  There were also 
so many trees to learn about.  One 
produces a sap that can be fed to 
babies, one is used in Milk of 
Magnesia, one fed the sloths and one 
produces resin used in rubber!  What 
ever you do, don’t get them confused! 

After lunch, we were taken on foot to a 

clearing where we were to be 
entertained by local people dancing 
and plying musical instruments.  We 
were invited to join in!  I had my face 
painted tribal style – not a look I will 
repeat.  We returned to the Lodge by 
canoe, after a little tour in and out of 
inlets and bays where we were able to 
spot cayman and various birds, 
macaws, toucans, herons, kingfishers 
and osprey, to name but a few. 

 

The next day (Tuesday) we boarded 
the cage boats for a visit to Manaus.  
We were taken to see the Opera 
House, where as luck would have it, a 
rehearsal was in progress – the 
Brazilian Philharmonic plus an Opera 
singer.  We stayed for a while to listen 
– wonderful.  We then visited the 
market – piles and piles of all sorts of 
fruit, bananas, plantains, pumpkins, 
etc., and masses of fish of all sorts, 
many we did not recognise.  Then it 
was on to the river front where cage 
boats were being loaded with supplies 
for their journey down river to Belém.  
We returned for lunch and had some 
free time to explore the grounds and 
relax in the hammocks!  Later on in the 
evening we went piranha fishing.  I 
didn’t catch a single one, but some 
people did and the fish were promptly 
fried and eaten – very good they were 
too.  By the way, there were about 40 
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of us intrepid Eco Warriors who would 
later be joining the cruise ship at 
Manaus for the rest of the journey to 
Argentina.  It was rather nice to be 
able to get to know one another before 
we met up with the 200 passengers 
(plus 170 crew) later on. 

On our last day (Wednesday) before 
we were to join the ‘Spirit of Adventure’ 
we set off after breakfast in the rain to 
board the cage boat which was to take 
us to Manaus later that day.  We had 
had a very wet night.  The rain even 
came through the roof of our hut!  The 
electricity failed too.  What a good idea 
the candles were! 

We said our goodbyes to our wooden 
huts and the Eco Lodge and the beach 
and once more headed towards 
Manaus.  We didn’t stop here however; 
we carried on and eventually arrived at 
a floating restaurant for lunch.  We saw 
some of the floating garden that Monty 
Don included in his series on Gardens 
of the World.  We then went to visit a 
village where the children came out to 
see us holding cayman, anaconda and 
sloths for us to hold, touch or cuddle!   

Earlier in the day, we had seen the 

fantastic sight of the “meeting of the 
waters”!  The two rivers – the Negro 
and the Amazon come together.  One 
white and one brown.  The water does 
not mix.  One is milky and the other 
clear and one is colder than the other.  
The two lots of water swirl together 
forming a pattern.  They flow side-by-
side like this for some miles before 
eventually merging to flow out to sea.  
After this we were taken back to 
Manaus to join our cruise ship for the 
rest of our trip.  We still had the rest of 
the river to explore and many more 
sights to see.  I must admit the thought 
of a hot shower was inviting!  Our 
guides escorted us to the gangway.  
We were sorry to say goodbye to 
Paulo and Louis, raised in the jungle 
as children, now doing a splendid job 
as English speaking rangers.  We 
thanked them for sharing their world 
with us for those few days.  I wonder if 
we will ever return.  Who knows? 

Next time I will tell you about the Boi 
Mumba Folklore show at Parentim and 
more of the amazing country of Brazil 
(or Brasil as she prefers!) 

Shirley Caunter

The APCM and our new PCC - should you stand for election? 
This is the month when you must 
decide: is God calling you to use your 
gifts to serve us, your local church?  It 
is time that you became a lay leader? 

The Anglican Church has not always 
welcomed laity in positions of 
leadership.  Before the Church of 
England Assembly (Powers) Act 1919, 
the administration and finances of a 
parish were, in law, almost entirely in 
the hands of the incumbent and his 
churchwardens.  The parishioners had 
little or no say in anything that went on, 

except to help in appointing 
churchwardens.  While church councils 
had been set up in many urban 
parishes, they existed only at the whim 
of the incumbent, and could be 
dissolved at any time.  

But the fact that these early PCCs 
existed at all was proof of how much 
the laity wanted to share the burdens 
of parochial administration, and proof 
also that the clergy wanted to include 
them! 
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Things changed in 1919, when 
Parochial Church Councils were given 
a legal status for the first time.  Rules 
as to who should be on a PCC, and 
how its meetings should be conducted 
soon followed.  Down the years since 
then, there have been many revisions 
and fine-tunings of the system. 

So - how does a PCC get there in the 
first place?  Well, the basis of the 
whole scheme is the electoral roll.  

An electoral roll is found in every 
parish.  It is simply the list of people 
who are qualified electors in any given 
parish.  To qualify for the electoral roll 
in a parish, you have to be: - over 16- 
baptised - a communicant member of 
the C of E or at least of a Church in 
communion with the C of E - a resident 
in the parish, or be registered as a 
non-resident elector. 

But how do you get from the electoral 
roll to the PCC?  Well, this all happens 
at the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting.  The Rules state that an 
'annual parochial church meeting'  
(APCM) must be held not later than the 
30th April every year, and that 
everyone whose name is on the 
electoral roll of the parish is invited to 
attend.  

This APCM is most important: it elects 
lay members of the parochial church 
council.  (These lay members must 
also be on the electoral roll, be actual 
communicants, and at least 17 years 
old.) 

The APCM has other business as well: 
- the election (triennially) of lay 
representatives to the deanery synod, - 
the election of sidesmen, - the 
receiving of parochial and other 
reports, - and the general discussion of 
church and parochial affairs. 

It is usual for the first PCC meeting of 
the year to be shortly after, the APCM. 

So when you attend the APCM on 
Sunday 27th April should you stand 
also for the PCC this year?  It is 
something to pray about, and to 
consider before God whether your gifts 
might not be of use to the local church.  

Your PCC has a number of duties and 
responsibilities: it must look after the 
financial affairs of the church, the care, 
maintenance and insurance of the 
fabric of the church and its goods and 
ornaments, and the care and 
maintenance of the churchyard.  So we 
need people with talent and skills!  

The PCC also has the power to buy 
and manage property for purposes that 
affect our parish, the power to frame 
an annual budget of money in order to 
maintain the church's work, and the 
responsibility to contact the bishop with 
regard to any matter that affects the 
welfare of our church. 

If you think this might be you, please 
contact the Rector or the PCC 
Secretary, Roger Bryant. 

 

Nuts in May 
‘You don’t have to be mad to work 
here, but it helps.’  We’ve all seen this 
notice in shops and offices and 

perhaps it would be particularly 
appropriate for the Christian Aid 
Bargain Shop in St Faith’s Hall.  There 
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we are, surrounded by other people’s 
cast-offs: bric-à-brac, books, clothes 
and the miscellany that ends up on the 
stage.  The quality varies from 
excellent (“Why on earth would anyone 
get rid of this?”) to the disgusting (“Not 
even fit for the rag merchant”) and at 
times the sheer quantity of goods 
coming in threatens to overwhelm us. 

However it is also great fun, because 
we enjoy the teamwork, each year 
meeting old friends whom we see at no 
other time and getting to know new 
ones.  The customers too are 
interesting, for with some we have built 
up a relationship over the years, 
watching the children grow.  We look 
out for our regulars, speculating what 
might have happened if they don’t 
appear.  Flagging helpers join the 
customers at the ‘café’ and returned 
refreshed to their tasks, just as the 
customers’ tour the stalls again, to 
spend more money. 

There are the comic incidents, as 
when a man turned up very 
shamefaced one morning just before 
opening time to confess that he’d left a 
bag of laundry behind on the afternoon 
before: his clothes had to be rescued 
from various stalls, and even from the 
rag-bag.  Once we found that a 
double-bass player had left his bow 
behind after rehearsal on the previous 
evening.  Fortunately his name was in 
the case and after the next rehearsal 
we found a generous donation in the 
tin. 

All this requires a large team, so now 
we are ‘gathering nuts in May’ who 

during the fortnight 3rd - 17th May will 
give some time and enthusiasm to the 
enterprise.  We need people to man 
stalls, especially bric-à-brac, books 
and plants: are you an expert in one of 
these areas, or have you perhaps a 
friend who is?  Could you use your car 
to collect goods, particularly on Friday 
2nd May, when we set up the shop, or 
to take rubbish to the tip during the 
fortnight?  Can you wash and iron 
clothes, bake cakes, make tea, wash 
up, grow plants?  Delivering leaflets, 
and in some cases collecting goods, 
before we open is a vital part of the 
operation.  None of these activities 
need mean a massive commitment, 
because even an hour is of use. 

Those who are housebound can also 
be part of the team, because you can 
support the shop with your prayers, not 
just that we may make a large sum of 
money, but thinking of the staff so that, 
in the words of Edmund Banyard, ‘as 
we face ... the petty irritations ...  we 
may lose neither our sense of 
proportion nor our sense of humour.’  
Above all, pray that our customers may 
become more responsive to the needs 
of the developing world, for in the long 
term that will be our greatest 
achievement. 

Join the ‘nuts in May’: you won’t regret 
it.  Your contact at St Faith’s is 
Valentine Searle. 

Jennifer Moore-Blunt (Havant 
Christian Aid Secretary) 
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Correspondence Column 
The Rector received an email from Joy 
McPerson (née Stanley) in Australia. “I 
have been doing a bit of family history 
research and have discovered my 
paternal great-grandmother died in 
Havant in 1925.  Her name was 
Martha Stanley (née Tasker) wife of 
Arthur Stanley (who had changed his 
name from Knott).  She was born in 
The Cape Colony I think around 1870 
and came to England as a young 
woman with her husband Arthur, a 
native of Oxfordshire who had been 
working as a mining engineer in South 

Africa.  Their first child Marion was 
born in the Transvaal in 1891 so I 
presume they married the year before 
that.  Their fourth child Evalene 
(Evelene, Evelyn) also died in Havant 
in 1916 at the age of 19 years - she 
was disabled.  They spent many years 
living on the Isle of Wight.  Arthur died 
in 1931 in Basingstoke at the age of 87 
years.  Perhaps he is buried with his 
wife.  I believe they would have been 
of Church of England faith and was 
wondering if you had any records of 
their deaths” 
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Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

 
Brookfield Hotel 

EMSWORTH 
The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

mailto:bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk
http://www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
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St Faith’s April 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 Across 

 1.To pursue it is a hopeless endeavour 
(4,5) 

 7.Informal affirmative (4) 
 8.Small fleet dispersed fill a lot of 

ocean (8) 
 9.Blockhead is often in the soup (6) 
10.Box for records (4) 
12.River pebble sparkles like a diamond 

(10) 
13.Chant, in disharmony I can’t tell a 

note (10) 
16.A grand one to take all tricks (4) 
17.Shining light provides guidance (6) 
18.One of those the poet saw dancing 

(8) 
20.Disciple; obscure according to 

novelist (4) 
21.Drama sent this workman haywire 

(9) 

Down  
 1.Aquatic carnivore on beach with 

woodworker in verse (6) 
 3.Come together, like jelly (3) 
 5.Can be calm here in the midst of 

tumult (3,2,3,5) 
11.Eponymous patriotic piece of music 

(9) 
19.Answer to sentry? Not likely! (3) 

 2.Passport to riches – if you’re lucky! 
(7,6) 

 4.Colourful person – from Ireland?(9) 
 6.Sort of spike for big fish (6) 
14.Tree lined path used for a meeting 

place (1,5) 
15.Like stout Cortez, “silent upon a 

peak in ------“ (6) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th April please! 

Answers to March 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.Repentance, 8.Barmaid, 9.Niece, 10.Sudd, 11.Andirons, 13.Susan, 
14.Arden, 16.Salinger, 17.Wolf, 20.Massa, 21.America, 22.Left-Winger. 
 Down: 1Rebus, 2. Paradise Lost, 3.Neat, 4.Ardent, 5.Cannibal, 6.Second Coming, 
7.Reason, 12.Inundate, 13.Sesame, 15.Bezant, 18.Flair, 19.Cedi. 
 
Three entries were received, all correct, from Ann Slade, Ruth Tunks and Colin 
Warlow. 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  

         7    

8             

       9      

10     11 

 
       

   12          

             

13 14          15  

         16    

17             

     18  19      

20             

   21          
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Word Search – What’s in the Shed? 
It is spring and time to open up the shed again.  Can you find the names of the 
items in the grid below that you may find in your shed?  Words may be read 
forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Where a “/” 
is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 

 

BARBECUE/UTENSILS HOSEPIPE SHEARS 
BUCKET KNEELING/PAD SPADE 
CHAIRS LAWN/MOWER SPIDERS 
CHARCOAL PARASOL STAKES 
FERTILISER PESTICIDE/SPRAY TABLE 
FORK PLANTS TERRACOTA/POTS 
GARDEN/TOOLS POTTING/SOIL TROWEL 
GLOVES RAKE TWINE 
HOE SEEDS WATERING/CAN 

 
 
 

Y S D E E S F W A R E W O M A G 

K P S L I S N E T U P E S T D L 

R N H L K N E E R T W I G A A S 

O S E R O Y P O T T I N G B P C 

F R A E R S K H W A I T E A O H 

E E R D L A A N O R R L D L T L 

S D S I G I A R E S H E I A S A 

T I B C L B N T A E E E C S W O 

A P U I O A A G O P U P N H E C 

K S E T V W N H O C P W I O A R 

E L N S E A E B E O A L S P A A 

S E I E S E D B U L S R A K E H 

O W W P L E R M O C I P R N M C 

I O T B K A A O A A K O R E T H 

L R A A B K G N H M O E S A T S 

Y T R D R A G C S L O O T E Y W 
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No April Fools Joke! 
In April 1956, the Soviet cruiser 
Ordjhonikidge arrived in Portsmouth 
Dockyard carrying the two Russian 
leaders, Kruschev and Bulganin, who 
were on an unprecedented state visit 
to Britain.  The importance of the visit 
could not be over emphasised.  It was 
the first thawing of the cold war and 
followed closely on the death of Stalin, 
who had been denounced to the 
Supreme Soviet by Kruschev following 
the dictator’s funeral.  What followed 
the arrival of the cruiser has been well 
documented.  Astonishingly, without 
any reference to Prime Minister Eden, 
military sources commissioned MI5 to 
conduct an underwater survey of the 
Ordjhonikidge to obtain the dimensions 
of the propeller to assist in the setting 
of the homing device on torpedoes.  As 
someone subsequently wrote, “As if to 
guarantee failure, the task was 
entrusted to Commander Lionel 
(Buster) Crabb who was heavy in 
nicotine, drink and years!” 

It is beyond all comprehension that the 
success of a crucially important visit 
should be jeopardized in this way.  The 
information would only be of use if a 
conventional naval battle was likely to 
occur and the chances of that were 
remote in the nuclear age.  Crabb 
made his dive and was not seen again 
until his headless body was washed up 

in Langstone harbour some ten 
months later.  The claim last year by a 
Russian that he had killed Crabb 
underwater because he was about to 
plant a mine under the ship can be 
dismissed.  Even MI5 would not have 
blown up a ship on a state visit to 
Britain!  Apparently, Kruschev was 
hugely amused at Eden’s 
embarrassment when the incident was 
reported in the world’s media.  The 
Ordjhonikidge was an obsolete ship, 
used only for ceremonial purposes.  
On their return to Russia, the ship was 
sold to Indonesia.  So much for its 
military value!  As a postscript, at the 
time of the visit, I was working for the 
Admiralty and, with a colleague, had a 
tour of the ship, albeit mostly limited to 
the crew’s quarters.  They were 
sparsely furnished, spotlessly clean 
and without any personal items.  There 
were no photographs of family, or any 
of the denounced Stalin.  But in each 
cabin was a single, identical 
photograph of Lenin!  Joy was amused 
at the time when I told her that there 
were not even pin ups on display!  
Sincerely, this is not an April fool’s 
joke! 

Roger Bryant

 

Seen on Church Bulletin 
For those of you who have children and don't know it,  we have a nursery down 
stairs. 
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Memories of the Dambusters – Part 2 of 2 
After the visit to the Aviation centre we 
returned to our hotel, where, after 
dinner that evening we were joined by 
an historian who had specialised in the 
history of the Dambusters but I regret 
that I cannot remember his name.  He 
gave a presentation that lasted about 
75 minutes in which he covered the 
preparation work that was done in 
creating the bomb which was to be 
used in the attack on the dams and 
then, went on to give details of the raid 
itself. 

As you will know, a Dr. Barnes Wallis 
conceived the idea of destroying the 
Mohne, Eder and Sorpe dams with the 
consequent flooding of the vast 
German industrial centre in the Ruhr 
valley and the infliction of serious 
damage to the enemy's war effort.  In 
1943 the bombs used by the RAF were 
not powerful enough to destroy the 
dams and it was not possible to use 
torpedoes because the Germans had 
placed metal barriers under the water 
behind the dams to protect them from 
an attack.  Therefore Dr. Barnes Wallis 
had calculated that it was necessary to 
produce a bomb that would avoid 
these barriers and then sink to a 
precisely calculated depth where it 
would explode and the force of the 
explosion and the weight of the 
increased water pressure caused by 
that explosion would breach the dam.  
We were shown a video that contained 
old newsreels which were taken at the 
time when the bomb was being 
developed and these included shots of 
the Lancaster bomber dropping the 
bomb from various heights with varying 
results.  Eventually it was calculated 
that the aircraft would have to fly at a 

height of 60 feet in order to get the 
bomb to bounce along the surface of 
the water.  This bomb was not 
streamlined but was in the shape of a 
barrel and contained 5 tons of TNT.  
Apparatus on the aircraft spun the 
bomb rapidly in a vertical plane and in 
an anti-clockwise direction so that 
when it hit the dam it would then sink 
but the spinning motion would keep it 
in contact with the dam until a 
pressure switch detonated it at a pre-
determined depth. 

The historian then went on to explain 
the details of the raid itself which 
required great skill and courage on the 
part of the pilots and crews who 
undertook this mission.  Wing 
Commander Guy Gibson led the raid 
and he was responsible for choosing 
the team of fliers who would 
accompany him.  Nineteen Lancaster 
bombers were involved and their crews 
had been practising for weeks, flying at 
60 feet above the waters of the Upper 
Derwent Valley and the Derwent and 
Ladybower dams in The Peak District 
National Park.  The Derwent dam with 
its twin towers was very similar in 
appearance to the Mohne dam and 
enabled the RAF to construct a simple 
but effective bombsight which would 
ensure that the bouncing bomb was 
released at precisely the right moment 
because great accuracy was required.  
The high moorland on the sides of The 
Upper Derwent Valley was similar to 
the terrain surrounding the German 
dams.  The altimeters on the 
Lancaster’s were ineffective at 60 feet 
therefore two spotlights that shone 
downwards at an angle, were fitted to 
the aircraft and when the beams 
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converged on the waters below, the 
pilot knew that he was at the correct 
height, 

On the night of the raid the bombers 
flew in three waves all the way at 200 
feet in order to avoid the enemy radar.  
When they arrived at the target they 
were met with heavy anti-aircraft fire 
but with sheer determination and 
courage the crews succeeded in hitting 
their targets with several bombs and 
the Mohne and Eder dams were 
breached but the Sorpe dam survived 
the attack.  After dropping his bombs, 
Guy Gibson had switched on all the 
lights on his plane and had made a 
further run over the target to draw the 
gunfire away from the next waves of 
bombers which were coming in behind 
him.  It was for this action that he was 
awarded the Victoria Cross.  However, 
during this raid, seven of the nineteen 
Lancaster’s and their crews were lost. 

The video then showed aerial 
photographs that were taken by a 
reconnaissance aircraft the next day 
and one could see the damage which 
had been caused and a vast area that 
had been flooded as a result.  Then 
followed interviews with German 
civilians and workers who had 
witnessed the assault.  Inevitably there 
had been loss of life when the wall of 
water rushed along the valley and 
swept away the first village in its path 
and many of the factories in the area 
were flooded and put out of action for 
a while, but the workers claimed that 
they were soon operational again. 

Finally the video showed Guy Gibson 
addressing a large group of scouts at a 
rally and to these boys and teenagers 
he stressed the values of self respect, 
respect for others and discipline in 

their lives.  The Historian then referred 
to the second Dambusters film that is 
being made and especially to the 
controversy which arose over the 
name of Guy Gibson’s dog.  Some felt 
that the name "Nigger" would now 
cause offence and wanted it changed, 
but eventually when it was pointed out 
that it was factually correct and that 
you can’t change history, it was agreed 
that the proper name would be used in 
the film. 

On the third day of the tour we were 
taken to the Upper Derwent Valley, a 
beautiful area with its large reservoirs, 
quiet forests and high moorland. The 
area attracts two million visitors per 
year.  Our destination of course was 
the Derwent dam which played such 
an important part in the Dambusters 
training and in particular, the western 
tower that houses a memorial and the 
Dambusters museum.  Here we were 
able to view the largest collection of 
memorabilia dedicated to the famous 
dams’ raid as well as material relating 
to the original Dambusters film starring 
Richard Todd.  An example of the 
"bouncing bomb" forms the centre 
piece of the display and our visit was 
made even more interesting because 
the curator made our group very 
welcome and gave us a talk on the 
many exhibits in this museum.  He 
played us a video which gave us 
further information on the work and 
lives of the Dambusters.  There was 
also a display of photographs and 
information relating to the construction 
of the Derwent and Howden dams 
which were built nearly 100 years ago 
by over a thousand people who were 
housed in a temporary “tin town" that 
was specially erected for them at 
Birchinlee.  Further down the valley is 
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the Ladybower dam that was 
completed in 1945 to help supply an 
ever increasing demand for water by 
the cities of Sheffield, Nottingham, 
Derby and Leicester.  This resulted in 
flooding of the villages of Derwent and 
Ashopton and apparently when the 
waters of the reservoirs are low, you 
may get a glimpse of the village 
remains. 

When we stood on the top of the 
Derwent dam and looked at the 
surrounding hills and the winding 
valley we realised how very dangerous 
it was to fly at 60 feet above the water 
at high speed with no room for error on 
the part of the pilots.  Add to that, the 
fact that the raid was made at night 
and the aircraft were subjected to 
heavy anti-aircraft fire, the bravery and 

the flying skills of the crews were 
remarkable. 

Finally, on the fourth day it was time 
for us to return home from a tour which 
was always interesting and at times 
emotional.  Our group consisted mainly 
of elderly people like me who had lived 
through those turbulent wartime years 
and we had enjoyed each others 
company throughout our visit to the 
museums and airfields.  We each 
returned with our own memories of the 
people we had met and the places that 
we had visited, and above all, 
memories of the men who were known 
as "The Dambusters". 

Peter Appleby 

 

Can You Help? 
The Rector of St Peter’s and St Andrew’s on Hayling Island requires somebody to 
provide admin support.  It is for between 4-8 paid hours per week with times to be 
negotiated – working in the office at the vicarage on pew leaflets, orders of service, 
correspondence, updating databases, etc.  If you can help please contact the Revd 
Ann Leonard on 023 9246 1980 or email ann.leonard@ukgateway.net. 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden)  

Dr David Atchison (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Fiona Hedley Mr Barry Hudson 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mr Geoff Porter 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole 

 Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter Dr Michael Fluck 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer and  

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Sylvia Willey and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Rector, 
Colin Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan and Sybel Laird. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 

For Your Diary 
Sunday 27 April 11.15am APCM Church 

Monday 12 May 7.45pm PCC Church House 

Fri 27 – Sun 29 June 10am-4pm Flower Festival Church 

Saturday 6 September 10am-3pm Town Fair Church 

Saturday 29 November 7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Hall 

mailto:office@stfaith.com
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Dr David Atchison 023 9247 5747 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always welcome 
and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church House, The Pallant, 
or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on the 1st of each month, with a 
print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th April 8.00am Eucharist 

THIRD SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

OF EASTER 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 13th April 8.00am Eucharist 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.15am Youth Church at 5 Meadowlands 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm United Service at United Reformed Church 
 

Sunday 20th April 8.00am Eucharist 

FIFTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 27th April 8.00am Eucharist 

SIXTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EASTER 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 1st May 10.30am  Holy Eucharist (BCP) 

ASCENSION DAY 7.30pm Eucharist at St. Alban’s, West Leigh 
 

Sunday 4th May 8.00am Eucharist 

SEVENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

OF EASTER 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

 Midweek Services 
Monday  9.15am  Eucharist:  

Tuesday  9.15am  Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


