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From the Editor 
It’s official – we are now into an 
interregnum.  Fr David has departed 
and it is up to every one of us to 
continue the excellent work that he 
achieved in the seven years that he 
was with us.  Sandra Haggan and 
Graham Frost were selected by the 
PCC to be our representatives in 
selecting the new Rector.  The PCC 
also decided to rescind Resolution B - 
that this PCC will not accept a woman 
as the incumbent or priest in charge of 
the benefice or as a team vicar for the 
benefice (see page 18). 

What a busy, but rewarding, 3 days we 
had in June for the Flower Festival.  
There were so many helpers – setting 
it up, arranging tables, providing the 
refreshments, cakes and goody bags, 
tidying up and doing many other tasks 
- that it would take a few pages to 
mention you all in the magazine, but 
our thanks go to Sandra Haggan who 
co-ordinated the events and worked 

tirelessly over the three days.  
Rosemary Thomas and her team 
provided some stunning arrange-
ments – see them on our website -and 
the church was decorated brilliantly.  
The “Sound of Music” sing-a-long was 
good fun– Martin Poliszczuk and Angie 
Mckeown acted as the Master of 
Ceremonies – with some of the 
audience dressed as the performers in 
the film – Marias, Nuns, etc.  The 
weather was kind for the Strawberry 
Tea in the Churchyard and the 3 days 
ended with the choir from St. John the 
Baptist at Westbourne joining our own 
choir for a Choral evensong – directed 
by our Musical Director, Sylvia Willey.  
There was a rich sound in church with 
44 members of the joint choir singing 
enthusiastically. 

Colin Carter

For Your Diary 
Saturday 2 August 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Monday 18 August 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 6 September 10am-3pm Town Fair Church 

Saturday 13 September 10am-4pm Bike Ride Historic Churches 

Sunday 5 October 9.30am Harvest Festival Church 

Saturday 29 November 7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Hall 

Events in September 
6th Town Fair. A fun day for all the family.  Stalls, entertainment, grand draw and 
much more.  Can you help or provide items such as bottles, books, etc., then please 
see Helen Faulkner, Claire Toole or Joan Burrows. 

13th Historic Churches Bike Ride.  Give your support this year!  Join the ride, 
sponsor some one or be a steward during the time St. Faith’s is open.  Check on the 

website www.hampshirehistoricchurches.org.uk - for further local information 
speak to Hilary Deadman.  Half of the money taken goes straight to St. Faith’s. 
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From the Lay Deacon 
By the time you read this we shall have 
said our farewells to Fr. David and his 
family.  I am sure we shall all continue 
to remember them in our prayers as 
they begin a new life and ministry at St. 
Mark’s, Barrington Hills, near Chicago. 

In the seven years Fr. David has been 
our Rector we have seen many 
changes in the life of the parish, 
changes which have evolved and 
grown steadily.  Here at St. Faith’s we 
have a friendly, family atmosphere, 
imbued with the Holy Spirit to enliven 
our church life.  Our main Sunday 
service, the 9.30 Eucharist, has 
become a gathering together of church 
members for the family meal, which, in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus, who 
commanded us to ‘Do this in 
remembrance of me’, is a true act of 
worship and fellowship.  We all go 
away from this service spiritually 
refreshed, and strengthened for the 
week ahead.  We have thriving and 
varied organisations and groups, all of 
which play an active role in our church 
life. 

Now we are faced with an interregnum, 
a period of waiting until a new rector is 
appointed, but this does not mean that 
we should just ‘mark time’.  Whilst we 
shall have a number of visiting clergy 
to preside at the Eucharist and other 
services, it is up to us to keep the life 
of St. Faith’s active and progressing.  
Fr. David leaves a great legacy in a 

parish which is spiritually very much 
alive, and we must all play our part not 
only in maintaining this, but building on 
it, so that the new rector will find a 
church and congregation which is a 
vigorous body of people, filled with the 
Spirit and witnessing to the Living Lord. 

St. Paul, as ever, had something to say 
which we could all bear in mind at this 
time.  Writing to the Christians of 
Philippi he said, ‘Let us hold fast to 
what we have attained’ (Ch3 v16), and 
to the Colossians, ‘Continue securely 
established in the faith, without shifting 
from the hope promised in Gospel 
(Ch1 v23). ‘As you…..have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live 
your lives in Him, rooted and built up in 
Him, and established in the faith just 
as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving’ (Ch2 v6). 

A hymn we often sing on Sunday 
mornings, No. 525, offers us a final 
thought:  ‘One more step along the 
world I go, One more step along the 
world I go.  From the old things to the 
new, Keep me travelling along with 
You.  And it’s from the old I travel to 
the new; Keep me travelling along with 
You.’  

May God’s continued blessing be with 
us all. 

Trevor Hopkinson
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Portsdown Hill Shelters 
I remember in January 1941 during the 
Second World War my mother taking 
me to see my Aunt at Waterlooville in 
order to bring my cousin back with us 
to Southsea for a short stay.  As we 
caught the bus back that evening to 
Portsmouth, an air raid started.  The 
windows of the bus were criss-crossed 
with tape to lessen the danger of flying 
glass from bomb blasts.  As we 
reached the top of Portsdown Hill, we 
could see fires raging across 
Portsmouth and the noise of gunfire 
and bombs became almost deafening.  
The driver pulled over to the side of the 
road and told us it was too dangerous 
to continue.  He motioned us towards 
an entrance on the side of Portsdown 
Hill.  This was to be my first and only 
experience of one of the two incredible 
underground air raid shelters tunnelled 
under the Hill.  This was the London 
Road Shelter.  We stayed a couple of 
hours in the comparative quiet and 
safety beneath Portsdown Hill before 
we were told that the “All Clear” had 
sounded, enabling us to rejoin the bus. 

The second shelter was called the 
Wymering Shelter and Joy had 
considerable experience of it.  Her 
aunt had a large house in Wymering 
and Joy and her family would make 
their way there early evening to stay 
the night.  When the inevitable air raid 
started, they would leave their beds 
and make their way to the shelter.  Joy 
was 7 years old and her brother and 
sister were younger, so her parents did 
not allow her to explore the shelter.  
This was just as well because the two 
shelters stretched for 1.8 miles, with 
25 passages leading off the main 
tunnel.  Although the normal capacity 

was 2,500, when the air raids were 
particularly fierce, over 4,000 people 
crammed in as best they could.  The 
organization was superb.  There were 
bunks in tiers of three for people to 
sleep.  You had to have a ticket to use 
a bunk but there were also season 
tickets!  With these, people could sleep 
there every night regardless of whether 
there was an air raid in progress.  They 
could arrive at 5pm and the main lights 
went out at 8pm.  If an air raid started, 
the lights would go on to enable people 
to make their way into the shelter. 

There were canteens providing hot and 
cold meals and a storage tunnel built 
to house a safe drinking water supply.  
General hygiene was provided for by 
washrooms, together with women’s 
and men’s toilets.  There was even a 
play area for children, while the adults 
were entertained by local “pub” 
entertainers, singing or playing musical 
instruments like banjos and 
accordions.  There were also excellent 
medical facilities with a first aid post to 
deal with accidents and a medical staff 
including doctors and nurses.   

Incredibly, in the event of the small 
tunnel entrances being blocked by 
falling debris or a direct hit from a 
bomb, there were escape shafts to the 
surface of Portsdown Hill.  Escape was 
by climbing steel ladders with 
platforms spaced at short distances to 
catch anybody who fell from the 
ladders.  These shafts also provided a 
primitive form of ventilation but, in 
truth, there was no real system of 
ventilation.  Joy remembers the 
shelters as noisy and smelly, crowded 
with people, stuffy with condensation 
running down the walls.  But safe from 
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the horrors of bombs and fires!  The 
tunnels were finally closed on 5 
February 1945 when there was no 
longer any possibility of further air 
raids.  They have never been used 
since 1945 but they still exist as a 

silent monument to the courage and 
endeavour of the incredible and 
resolute citizens of Portsmouth.  

Roger Bryant

 

Some Thoughts on the Flower Festival 
There have been so many kind 
comments on the Festival that I believe 
we have achieved what we had hoped 
for in a small way.  Perhaps we did not 
make as much money for the Church 
restoration as we could have done, 
about £1,700, but it was not our policy 
to charge for entry.  Our primary 
purpose was that those visiting St 
Faith’s would feel uplifted and drawn to 
Christ through the imaginative and 
beautiful displays.  I think that some of 
the comments in the Visitor’s Book 
bear this out: “A moving experience - a 
Church full of prayer”, “Flowers as 
beautiful as His Grace”, “A most 
beautiful display - quite wonderful”, 
“Beautiful flowers and music” and 
“Superb display of work displaying the 
gift of God through nature”.  

Everyone involved worked very hard 
that I feel humbled that you gave so 
much of yourselves especially Sandra, 
who organised so much and worked 
long hours over the whole weekend. 

Contributors from other churches were 
very generous with their time and 
flower arrangements.  Many 
commented on the feeling of fellowship 
as we all worked together.  Also we 
should not forget those who through 
their skill grow such wonderful blooms 
and deliver them to us at the peak of 
their loveliness.  I would like to express 
my gratitude and warmest thanks to 
everyone who took part in whatever 
capacity.  May God bless you all,  

Rosemary Thomas

Bottles Galore 
Bottles of all shapes, sizes and sorts would be most welcome for the Bottle Stall at 
the Town Fair on Saturday 6 September.  Please telephone 023 9245 1075 to 
arrange for collection.  Many thanks for your generous support. 
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Ralph Vaughan Williams - His Early Life 
This year marks the fiftieth anniversary 
of the death of the English composer 
Ralph Vaughan Williams who died on 
the 26 August 1958.  He is perhaps 
best known for his work for strings 
“Fantasia on Greensleeves”.  During a 
long and active life which spanned 
over eighty years, Vaughan Williams 
wrote music of a wide genre including 
symphonies and other orchestral 
works, concerti, film scores, band 
music, choral works, church music and 
many songs. 

Ralph (pronounced Rayf) Vaughan 
Williams was born on the 12 October 
1872 at Down Ampney, 
Gloucestershire.  At this time 
agriculture was the principal industry, 
the horse was the major form of 
transport and domestic service the 
most common form of employment for 
women.  Edward Elgar, of whom I 
wrote recently, (see “Faith Matters” 
June 2007) was fifteen years old and 
would not be recognised as a national 
composer for a further twenty-seven 
years until the premiere of his “Enigma 
Variations” in 1899. 

Background.  Vaughan Williams was 
born into a privileged background – the 
complete antithesis to that of Edward 
Elgar.  In 1868 his father, who was a 
Priest, moved from the parish of 
Alverstoke in Hampshire and became 
the vicar of All Saints Church, Down 
Ampney.  Vaughan Williams’ mother 
was the great-granddaughter of the 
famous potter Josiah Wedgwood and 
was also a niece of Charles Darwin.  
Ralph and his family only lived at Down 
Ampney for two and a half years 
because, after the sudden death of his 
father, they moved to his mother’s 

family home at Leith Hill Place, set in 
four hundred acres of the beautiful 
Surrey countryside, near Dorking. 

Vaughan Williams first attended school 
at Rottingdean.  The building, which 
now houses St. Aubyn’s School, is 
situated in the High Street.  In January 
1887 he entered Charterhouse, the 
famous boys’ public school near 
Godalming, Surrey.  He played the 
violin and the viola in the school 
orchestra and had aspirations of 
becoming a professional orchestral 
player.  However, the family were 
opposed to this idea.  If he had to be a 
musician then an organist was 
considered to be a more respectable 
profession.  No expense was spared.  
An organ was put in the entrance hall 
of his home in order that he could 
practice and since this had to be 
pumped by hand, Ralph often enlisted 
the help of a servant. 

At the age of eighteen he entered the 
Royal College of Music (founded in 
1883) where he was a pupil of Hubert 
Parry (1848-1918).  Two years later he 
became an undergraduate at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where he 
obtained his Bachelor of Music and a 
second in history.  On completing his 
studies at Cambridge in 1895 he 
returned to the Royal College of Music.  
By this time, Parry had been made 
Director of the College, so Ralph 
attended composition lessons with 
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924).  
He admired Parry as a man and also 
as a musician.  However his 
relationship with Stanford was both 
stormy and affectionate.  Vaughan 
Williams was determined to write 
music even if he had to start his career 
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as an organist.  He was the only pupil 
to entirely baffle his Cambridge organ 
tutor Sir Walter Parratt.  Vaughan 
Williams was a big man and it is 
remarkable that he ever fitted into an 
organ loft.  One cannot imagine that he 
was ever able to co-ordinate his hands 
and feet – especially his feet.  He did 
however gain his FRCO while at the 
Royal College of Music.  Ralph 
eventually became organist at St. 
Barnabas, South Lambeth.  This was 
an experience that would stand him in 
good stead, as it gave him an insight 
into “good” and “bad” church music. 

Whilst at Cambridge, Vaughan 
Williams met Adeline Fisher, the 
daughter of the historian and politician 
Herbert Fisher.  They were married on 
the 9 October 1897 at All Saints 
Church, Hove, by Canon W.J. 
Spooner, the self-same gentleman 
famed for “Spoonerism”.  They spent 
three months in Berlin where Vaughan 
Williams studied with the German 
composer Max Bruch (1838-1920).   
On returning to London, Vaughan 
Williams gained a reputation as a 
writer, lecturer and music editor.  His 
research into early music, particularly 
that of Purcell, earned him great 
respect among scholars and critics. 

Folksong.  Folk songs were to 
influence Vaughan Williams throughout 
his life.  One of the earliest collections 
of English folksongs was compiled in 
1843 by the Reverend John 
Broadwood – the grandson of the 
founder of the Broadwood piano 
making business.  The collection was 
entitled “Old English Songs as now 
sung by the Peasantry of the Weald of 
Surrey and Sussex”.  There was a 
long-established friendship between 

the Vaughan Williams’s and their close 
neighbours the Broadwoods.  In 1902 
Vaughan Williams gave a series of 
lectures in Bournemouth entitled “The 
History of Folk Song”.  To illustrate one 
of his talks he enlisted the help of Lucy 
Broadwood, niece of John Broadwood, 
an accomplished singer and herself a 
collector of folk songs.  These ancient 
songs, usually found within rural 
communities, had survived by being 
passed orally from one generation to 
the next.  Vaughan Williams was 
concerned that, owing to the spread of 
industrialisation and the break up of 
these communities, they would be lost 
forever if not written down.  So he 
toured the countryside, travelling many 
miles on his bicycle, collecting folk 
songs and carols from the villagers 
and the farmers and then notating 
them for posterity.  He enjoyed nothing 
more than visiting a country inn on a 
winter’s evening and sharing a mug of 
“four-ale” with the elderly country folk.  
There was always the chance of 
picking up some rare old ballad on 
these occasions!  During 1904 
Vaughan Williams visited Wiltshire, 
Kent, Essex and Sussex, particularly 
the Horsham area.  It was while on a 
visit to Monk’s Gate, a few miles to the 
south of Horsham, that he heard the 
folk song “Our captain calls” which he 
adapted for the hymn “He who valiant 
be” naming the tune “Monk’s Gate”. 
(English Hymnal No.402).  Though folk 
song had little influence on the 
composition of service settings and 
anthems, it became an important 
element in English hymnody– more of 
which will be told in the next “Faith 
Matters”. 

Peter Willey
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Church Shop 
The Church Shop raised £2,420.69 
during the May-June session.  Thank 
you to all who made this possible, to 
those working regularly in the shop 
and to the men who join us on setting 
up and closing down days – their help 
is gratefully appreciated.  We will set 
up shop on Saturday 23 August, re-

opening on Tuesday 26 August, when 
we will be pleased to receive donations 
of clothing, bric-a-brac, household 
goods and small items of furniture.  
Thank you all once again. 

Sheila Warlow

 

Our Choir 
Sunday 29 June saw the hard work put 
in by our Music Director and Organist, 
Sylvia Willey, really pay off when 9 
members of the choir were awarded 
their blue badges.  Kirstie Belenger, 
Amy Frost, Emily Frost and Geoffrey 
Jones received their light blue badge: 
Graham Frost, Sandra Haggan, Ruth 
Hedley, Marjorie Horncastle and Beth 
Udy received their dark blue badge: 
whilst Amelia Atchison was admitted 
into the Choir as a probationer.  Well 
done and congratulations to you all. 

 

Palestine  
(Continuing from July’s edition of “Faith Matters)

In April the situation took a turn for the 
worse when the C in C of the Arab 
Forces was killed outside Haifa and at 
the same time the Jews committed an 
atrocity which influenced Arab reaction 
to future Jewish attacks.  The Irgun 
and Stern gang were given the task of 
capturing the village of Deir Yassin on 
the road to Jerusalem.  Enraged by the 

tenacity of Arab resistance when it was 
eventually captured on 8 April 1948, 
every inhabitant was massacred; a 
total of 245 men women and children. 

By 20 April the situation in Haifa 
became critical and it was decided to 
remove all British troops from Haifa 
and let the two sides fight it out.  40 
Commando was left to hold the port.  
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At 1000 hrs the Jews opened fire on 
the Arabs.  I was patrolling Kingsway in 
a Staghound at the time when two 
British police were caught in the 
crossfire.  We gave covering fire while 
two gallant Jews in a bus recovered 
the casualties. 

Early on 22 April fighting increased in 
intensity and the Jews started 
mortaring the suq.  Confusion broke 
our amongst the Arabs and many 
panic stricken men women and 
children, carrying pathetic bundles of 
belongings, massed outside No 3 gate 
begging to be let in.  I will never forget 
or forgive the Jews, who had already 
won the battle, from opening a hail of 
fire on the unprotected mass and 
wounding our doctor and a lieutenant 
who were giving first aid.   

 

The CO opened the gates to let the 
refugees in and I brought a Staghound 
up and fired a number of rounds at the 
row of binoculars watching from the 
GPO building on Mount Carmel.  The 
firing stopped and the CO said the 
telephone line to his HQ was hot with 
requests for us to desist.  A truce was 
arranged by the GOC to discuss the 
evacuation of 37,000 Arabs from Haifa 
of whom12, 000 were in the port giving 
problems of housing and feeding.  We 
ferried these unfortunates across the 
bay to Acre in lighters over several 
days.  Only 2,500 Arabs remained in 

Haifa. 

The Mandate ended on 14 May and 
the British withdrew onto Haifa through 
a series of enclaves.  The evacuation 
of military stores gathered pace and 
the daily tonnage became an all 
pervading interest.  Attempted thefts of 
military equipment increased.  On 3 
June a party of Jews was found 
loading 25 pounder gun barrels and 96 
breech blocks into a lorry.  An RM 
landing craft intercepted a lighter 
leaving the port from a Danish ship 
carrying war stores. The coxswain was 
offered a £500 bribe.  The GOC’s 
reserve of 50,000 gallons of petrol in 
six rail wagons was stolen.  The Port 
Commandant led an armed party in a 
WD shunting engine and followed the 
points to recover the train five miles 
beyond the British enclave.  The most 
serious loss occurred when a Polish 
driver serving with the British Army 
defected with a Comet tank. 

The Intelligence Officer was in charge 
of immigration.  The liner Ile de France 
anchored off and he went out to clear 
the mostly Jewish passengers.  The 
Captain then explained that he had a 
problem and introduced a 
distinguished looking Oxford educated 
Arab who had been expelled from the 
USA with a deportation order signed by 
John Foster Dulles no less.  The Arab 
said that if he went ashore he would 
have his throat cut to which the IO 
could only agree.  He therefore wrote 
in the man’s passport “Not accepted by 
the British Military authorities.”  Signed 
H Orpen Lt RM.  The liner sailed back 
to the States and our IO never heard 
from him or John Foster Dulles again! 

A party of US Marines arrived on 17 
June in white painted Jeeps to support 
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the UN Mediator, Count Bernadotte.  
There followed a four day countdown 
to the British withdrawal on 30 June.  
40 Commando was the last British unit 
to leave and we embarked in HMS 
Striker.   

 

The Royal Marines from HMS Phoebe 
provided the GOCs final guard as the 
Union Flag was lowered to three 
cheers from the Striker.  We arrived 
back in Malta with great satisfaction at 
the many and varied jobs we had done 
with efficiency and integrity.  We had 
lost no vehicles or personal weapons 
and no Royal Marine was among the 
220 British troops killed by terrorists 
since the Second World War  

Postscript. 

Within weeks Count Bernadotte had 
been murdered almost certainly by 
Irgun.  The wretched Palestinians are 
still refugees and a running sore to 
relations with the Islamic nations.  Our 
CO, “Titch” Houghton, told me recently 
that when he was a POW in OFLAG 
17, where prisoners from Dieppe were 
put in chains on orders from Hitler, he 
was able to do a good turn for a 

Jewish British Army officer.  When we 
arrived in Haifa he found this former 
officer in an influential position in the 
Jewish community and he had 
promised that 40 Commando would 
not be targeted and, apart from a few 
’overs’, we were not.  

Postscript.  In 1973, when I was 
serving on the Naval Staff in Whitehall, 
Palestine had still not done with me.  
One morning we found Cunard 
advertising a cruise there in the QE2 to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
foundation of the State of Israel.  As 
there was £8 million of Government 
money in the vessel there was some 
surprise and a series of meetings was 
held in the Cabinet Office to make 
security arrangements.  I represented 
the Royal Navy and Michael Mates, 
now MP for Petersfield, represented 
the Army.  As a result of our meetings 
a number of SBS personnel in plain 
clothes mingled with the passengers 
and I sent the Superintendent of RN 
Diving to inspect the security 
arrangements at ports of call including 
Haifa and Ashdod, a new port built by 
the Israelis.  It was fortunate I did so 
for the Harbourmaster at Ashdod had 
no idea of the length of the QE 2.  
Fortunately the cruise was completed 
safely. 

Peter Thomas

 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
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Peggy & John Bradey were married on 2 August 1948 
at St John the Baptist, Rudmore.  Its priest was Father 
Coley who walked about the parish in cassock and 
biretta greeting all and sundry with a cheerful word and 
a blessing – few were the houses in Rudmore that he 
did not visit.  In an air raid the complete roof of the 
nave was destroyed, but the Lady Chapel was 
undamaged.  Not long after the war Peggy and John 
were married there, in the Lady Chapel as the main 
body of the church was still open to the sky.  It was a 
warm, sunny but showery August day – the sun shone 
for them – but there were puddles all over the floor of 
the nave which had to be carefully negotiated as they 
made their way from the Lady Chapel amidst the 
congratulations and good wishes of family, friends and 
neighbours. 

Alas, St John’s is no longer a church – but an 
apartment block.  Rudmore is gone – all that remains 
is the name of a roundabout.

 

The ark was tipping up at an alarming angle and was about to sink.  Noah’s wife 
turned on him angrily and said, “Why on earth did you insist on bringing that pair of 
woodworms?” 
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Anniversaries and Explosions 
In the July “Faith Matters”, among the 
varied and interesting articles, two 
pieces in particular caught and held my 
attention.  One, (which Peggy also 
especially liked) was Beryl’s lovely, 
evocative recall of her wedding, 
together with the photograph – 
“Beautiful Beryl and Handsome Colin” 
–as Peggy and I called it.  At that time 
Colin was a “One badge Petty Officer”; 
when Peggy and I were married ten 
years earlier in a bomb damaged 
church in Rudmore, I was a “No 
badge, one  hook chippy” (a shipwright 
5th Class).  Beryl wrote of love and 
marriage to a sailor, and her words 
glowed and flared with the love which 
has sustained and nourished her and 
Colin for fifty years overcoming all 
difficulties and separations.   

 

So it was, and is, with Peggy and me; 
and DV (Deo Volente – God Willing), 
on the 2nd August we will be 
celebrating the sixty years of love and 
happiness which carried us through 

some early difficulties when my pay 
was 7s-6d (37½p today) and no 
marriage allowance – and like Colin 
and Beryl, many separations. 

Thank you Beryl for your happy story 
which illustrates so aptly the true love 
and happiness that flow from vows 
made, cherished and upheld. 

The other piece that interested me was 
Roger’s “Bedenham Explosion”, which 
I certainly remember.  At that time my 
ship was in Portsmouth for a while, 
and I, being a “bona fide native” was 
allowed to live ashore on RA (Ration 
Allowance), with Peggy in two rooms in 
a house in Fratton rented to us for £1 
per week.  On that ‘Bedenham’ 
evening, Peggy and I were in the 
Odean, North End – I forget what film 
was being shown – but the picture was 
interrupted by the sound of a huge 
explosion, and at that time most of us 
remembered the sound of exploding 
bombs.  The lights went up and 
everyone wondered what had 
happened – “Was it the Russians”?! – 
and then the film continued.  When we 
came out there were still people on the 
street wondering and making the 
wildest speculations about what had 
happened over in Gosport, for 
somehow the word had spread that it 
happened across the harbour.  We 
saw no shattered windows as we 
walked back to our two rooms, but I 
saw, as I looked to the west, a large 
cloud rising and darkening the evening 
sky. 

John Bradey
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From the Rector – From the Rector – now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

 
Brookfield Hotel 

EMSWORTH 
The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

http://www.cubittandwest/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
 

 

http://www.bscare/
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St Faith’s August 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.Thousand excited for appearance of 

descendant of Noah (5) 
22.Don’t be afraid of anything in this 

apparel (10) 

Across 
 1.Final demands made on or by 

landlord (4,6) 
 8.Be part of it and be inconspicuous (7) 
 9.Instruct a column of men and vehicles 

(5) 
10.Some foolish people pass by 

arrangement (4) 
11.He gives an account about type of ale 

(8) 
13.Radioactive radon transformed god of 

thunder (5) 
14.Sharp edge made by stonemason 

perhaps (5) 
16.Government minister provided refuge 

for many (8) 
17.American soldier and politician 

makes a strong line (4) 
21.Angry Tom hits a follower of a saintly 

philosopher (7) 

Down  
 1.Continues to be used by shoemakers 

(5) 
 3.Finished after six deliveries (4) 
 5.Allowance to a learner is reasonable 

(8) 
 7.Singer revealed to have been a painter 

(6) 
13.To forbid harm above all contains 

Buddha’s ideal truth (6) 
15.Headgear for one out on the 

Serpentine? (6) 
 

 2.These canines best left undisturbed 
(8,4) 

 4.Arid retreat for a poet (6) 
 6.Christian festival coming up for 

historic event in Ireland (6,6) 
12.Discontinue meetings in favour of 

scoundrel (8) 
18.To tip bad tube for measuring flow 

(5) 
19.To set off for a country in Africa (4) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15
th

 August please! 
Answers to July 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.Best Seller, 8.Atheist, 9.Ethos, 10.Ha-Ha, 11.Animated, 13.Corse, 14.Ruffs, 
16.Puzzling, 17.Cart, 20.Indra, 21.Malthus, 22.Black Maria. 
 Down: 1.Beach, Scheherazade, 3.Sain, 4.Latent, 5.Evermore, 6.White Feather, 7.Asides, 

12.Keelhaul, 13.Capsid, 15.Gnomic, 18.Tosca, 19.Elam. 
4 entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade, Joy Utting and Colin 
Warlow. 

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11 

 
       

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          



 -17- 

Word Search – Flowers 
Here are some of the flowers and foliage that were on display in the arrangements 
at our Flower Festival.  Can you find their names in the grid below?  Words may be 
read forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Where 
a”/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 

 

ANTHURIUM FOXGLOVE LARKSPUR 
ASTER FREESIA LILIES 
CARNATION FUCHSIA LISIANTHUS 
CHRYSANTHEMUM GERBERA ORCHID 
CORNFLOWER GLADIOLUS PROTEA 
DAFFODIL HONEYSUCKLE ROSES 
DAISY HYACINTH SUNFLOWER 
DELPHINIUM HYDRANGEA SWEET/WILLIAM 
FERNS IVY TULIP 

 
 

H Y M U I R U H T N A S A Y E I 

O R C H S U H T N A I S I L V L 

M A I L L I W I L L T U K A A I 

R U A I S H C U F E C C Y R V L 

O S M F A D D O R C U H K K M I 

S U O E A I X H A S Y T U S U E 

S X P I H G Y R Y D A N R P I S 

U R S C L T N E R D A I F U N L 

L Y R O U A N E A P R C E R I I 

O O V L T O W A I O S A R O H D 

I E R I H O N L S W S Y N S P O 

D A O R L T U W E Y S H S G L F 

A N O F H T E E E U R E E W E F 

L S N U Y E T I R N O H S E D A 

G U R R E W O L F N R O C O A D 

S G E R B E R A N T A E T O R P 
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PCC Meeting 3 July 2008 
The meeting was to enable the PCC to 
discuss the issues arising from the 
selection and appointment of a new 
incumbent.  These would be the 
subject of the formal Section 11 
meeting to be held with the 
Archdeacon and Rural Dean on 18 
August.  Members could change their 
minds before the formal meeting. 

Parish Profile.  The profile which 
would be given to candidates for our 
vacancy was now at its final editing 
stage and would be issued soon. 

Two Parish Representatives.  The 
meeting chose the two representatives 
who would interview candidates and 
would meet with the Archdeacon and 
Rural Dean to make a decision on who 
to appoint as our incumbent.  The 
appointment would then be 
recommended to the Bishop who 
would then decide whether to accept 
the recommendation.  The meeting 
identified three members for these two 
posts.  A vote was taken and Graham 
Frost and Sandra Haggan were 
successful. 

Advertising.  The Bishop could 
choose candidates for us, based on 
his knowledge of suitable priests in the 
diocese, or we could advertise nation-
wide, which would be very expensive 
and paid for by us.  The meeting 
decided only to advertise if the Bishop 
was unable to nominate suitable 
candidates from within the diocese. 

Statement from Bishop.  It was 
decided not to ask the Bishop to give 
us a statement describing the wider 
needs of the diocese in relation to our 
parish. 

Ordination of Women.  Members 

were reminded that they would need to 
vote according to their own preference.  
For this reason we would not be writing 
to parishioners on the electoral roll.  
However members had consulted with 
parishioners.  This consultation 
revealed no clear pattern of 
preference.  There were quite a 
number of women who were against 
the ordination of women but views 
were very mixed across the sexes and 
between young and old.  Resolution A.  
(That this PCC would not accept a 
woman as a minister who presides at 
or celebrates the Holy Communion or 
pronounces the Absolution in the 
parish) had not been accepted by this 
PCC.    The occasions when a woman 
had presided at St Faith’s had been 
successful.  The meeting decided 
unanimously that we did not need to 
review our decision not to adopt 
Resolution A.  However, the PCC had 
adopted Resolution B.  (That this PCC 
will not accept a woman as the 
incumbent or priest in charge of the 
benefice or as a team vicar for the 
benefice.)  The feedback from 
parishioners was again mixed  Some 
who were against were thinking of the 
difficulty a woman priest would have in 
such a traditional parish as St Faith’s, 
while others recognised that we were 
out of step with the changes taking 
place in the Church of England.  
Crucially, there was very little evidence 
that many would leave St Faith’s if a 
woman incumbent was selected.  Only 
a handful said that they would consider 
leaving.  A vote was taken on whether 
to rescind Resolution B.  The voting to 
rescind was: In favour - 9.  Against - 6.  

Abstained - 1.  Resolution B was 
therefore rescinded.
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Buildings Management Committee Meeting 23 June 2008 
Church Shop.  Our insurers had 
advised that accidents resulting from 
pigeon droppings in front of the shop 
were covered by our insurance.  A 
warning notice should be put up and 
the area cleaned regularly. 

Nos. 1 & 2 Churchfields.  The lease 
on No. 1 had been extended for 12 
months, with a two-month get out 
clause.  Damaged fencing panels in 
No 2 would be replaced by a hedge. 

Hall Complex.  The guttering in 
Church House had been renewed.  
Dampness was being investigated.  
There were leaks in the flat roof behind 
the stage.  Two quotes for repairs had 
been received and a third was being 
obtained. 

2/4 North Street.  The flat was now 

occupied. 

St Faith’s Church.  Problems with 
lighting were being investigated. 

Organ.  Funds for overhauling the 
organ would await the sale of Christ 
Church Centre.  A Faculty would be 
required and this would normally 
remain operative for 12 months.  
However, it could be extended by 
several months if the start of work was 
delayed.  We should ask for an 
extension at the time of applying for 
the Faculty.  Quotations from 
contractors had been accepted 
conditional on funds being available 
and a Faculty being granted.

Correspondence Column 
Dear Colin, 

I remember reading a magazine article 
some time ago, an interview with 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber.  He mentioned 
that from time to time he was 
approached by Churches for a 
donation towards their organ 
restoration projects.  He always 
refused, pointing out that for about 
£3,000 they could buy an electronic 
organ at least as good as, and 
probably better than the one they were 

proposing to expensively renovate.  I 
expect the cost has gone up a bit but 
the argument still holds and seems 
unassailable to me.  The PCC. is 
surely right to consider seriously the 
purchase of an electronic organ as 
against the figure for repair, etc., as 
given in the June edition of the 
magazine which I calculate at £36,254 
including VAT which presumably is not 
recoverable.  

Yours, Mike Dodsworth 
(VAT on both church and organ repairs is in fact, recoverable via the Listed places 
of worship grant scheme.  See PCC decision of 14 July on page 21.  Ed)
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The St Faith’s Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Hello, I am Police Community Support 
Officer (PCSO) Sarah Woodley 13389 
for the St Faith’s area.  I have been in 
post since February 2007, having 
previously worked in Rowland's Castle 
for nearly a year.  I joined St Faith’s in 
April and work alongside PCSO Giles 
Chapman, PC Anita Geroge, PC Kerry 
Bone and PC Alison Craddock.  
Together we cover Havant, Denvilles, 
Langstone and Warblington either on 
foot or by bicycle.  Please do not 
hesitate to stop us when we are out 
and about.  I hold a beat surgery at St 
Faith’s church on the first Saturday of 
every month, 10am to 12-noon, which 
runs alongside the coffee mornings.  
The beat surgery is open to everyone, 
so if you have any concerns/queries, 
please pop by.  We also hold several 
other beat surgeries to accommodate 
residents who may not be able to 
attend in the morning and these are: 
Warblington School on the 1st 
Wednesday of every month between 
6pm-8pm; Havant Health Centre from 
Monday 21st August 10am to 12-noon 
(every 3rd Monday of the month). 

For those unfamiliar with the role of a 
PCSO, it is still a relatively new one, 
which came into place several years 
ago.  The fundamental purpose of the 
role is to provide reassurance in the 
form of high visibility patrols and a 
point of contact for the public.  We 
tackle anti-social behaviour and low 
level crime.  If you wish to contact the 
police regarding any of these issues 
there are several options such as: 

1.  By email addressed: stfaiths.snt 
@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

2.  By telephone to 0845 045 45 45, 
asking for St Faith’s Safer 
Neighbourhood Team.  

3.  Dialling 999 in an emergency.  
Examples being when crime or 
disorder is in progress, when offenders 
are nearby, life is at risk, injury/damage 
is being caused or threatened.  

4.  Dialling 101 to report community 
safety issues including crimes of a 
non-emergency nature such as 
vandalism, fly-tipping, drunkenness, 
drug abuse and anti-social behaviour. 

5.  By calling into Havant police station 
(023 9289 1725).  

6.  By reporting crime and concerns 
about potential criminal activity, 
anonymously, to Crime stoppers on 
0800 555 111.  

Please be extra vigilant with cold 
callers.  If you have door chains please 
use them and always ask for 
identification. There has been an 
increase in purse/wallet thefts 
throughout the town.  Please do not 
leave bags unattended or unzipped 
and hanging from shopping trolleys.  
Always keep the zipper end closer to 
your arm, so you can check to make 
sure it’s still zipped, and try not to 
leave wallets in back pockets. I hope to 
meet many of you whilst out on patrol, 

and in the beat surgeries. PCSO 
Sarah Woodley

PCC Meeting 14 July 2008 
Father David was unable to attend the 
meeting because of a family illness 
earlier in the day.  

Piano and Organ 

A Waldstein piano had been 
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purchased for £4,300 plus £269 for the 
cover from Bedhampton Pianoshop 
Ltd.  The meeting then considered a 
very detailed report from Sylvia Willey 
about the respective merits of pipe 
organs as opposed to electronic 
organs.  The report strongly 
recommended retaining the present 
pipe organ and the meeting 
unanimously voted to keep it.  

Finance 

Our total expenditure (rounded) over 
the first five months of 2008 had been 
£73K.  If expenditure continued at the 
same rate, the expenditure for 2008 
could be £125K.  With a forecast 
income of £108K, this represented that 
expenditure over income was £17K.  
This took no account of fund-raising 
revenue.  The forecast loss was mainly 
driven by reduced income from 

properties plus “extraordinary” repairs/ 
purchases, e.g., North Street repairs, 
piano, etc.  In the long term, income 
and expenditure would reduce as 
properties were sold.  Current 
Accounts stood at around £28K and 
Deposit Accounts around £76K, 
although some of the latter had been 
earmarked for projects.  

Christ Church Site 

Protracted negotiations with our 
developer over the proposed purchase 
of the Christ Church site had now 
concluded.  The final offers were below 
the value of the site and could not be 
certified as fair prices.  Our adviser 
had now recommended that we 
consider an assured short hold 
tenancy on the bungalow and a short 
term lease on the Centre to provide us 
with some income. 

Christian Aid 
On behalf of Christian Aid, I wish to thank you very much for the generous donation 
received from St Faith’s Church towards the rental of the hall.  We are so fortunate 
in this area to have so much support given to such a good cause.  I am delighted to 

confirm that £9,644.50 has been raised and sent to Christian Aid.   Sheila Stark 

 

 

 
Luxury Apartment in Cyprus 

25 minutes from Larnaca airport.  Sleeps 3-4.  Swimming pool, sandy beaches, 
snorkelling coves, walking, cycling, good restaurants.   

Go to www.carolacworth.co.uk or ring 0871 7168955.  Quote CAROLA for 20% 
discount 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Vacant (Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden & Chairman) Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer)    Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Lisa Roonan 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas 

Mr Jeremy Toole   Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary and Lisa 
Roonan. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church) and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Paul Utting. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Colin 
Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird and Lisa 
Roonan. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 

 



 

 -23- 

WHO'S WHO 

Rector Vacant  

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 01243 370290 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Kate Walsh 023 9247 1646 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 3rd August 8.00am Eucharist (Revd N Ash) 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

AFTER TRINITY  (Revd K Uphill) 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd D Lyndsey) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Dr T Hopkinson) 

 

Sunday 10th August 8.00am Eucharist (Revd K Uphill) 

TWELFTH SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Canon B Hammond) 

AFTER TRINITY 6.30pm Evensong (Julie Harrington) 
 

Sunday 17th August 8.00am Eucharist (Canon B Hammond) 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd R Acworth) 

AFTER TRINITY 6.30pm Evensong (Sandra Haggan) 
 

Sunday 24th August 8.00am Eucharist (Canon B Hammond) 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Shorrock) 

AFTER TRINITY 6.30pm Evensong (Dr T Hopkinson) 

 

Sunday 31st August 8.00am Eucharist (Revd D Divall) 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd R Acworth) 

AFTER TRINITY 6.30pm Evensong (Dr T Hopkinson) 

 

Sunday 7th September 8.00am Eucharist (Revd R Acworth) 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

AFTER TRINITY  (Revd K Uphill) 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Revd R Acworth) 

 Midweek Services 
Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  
7th – Revd K Uphill; 14th & 28th – Revd R Acworth; 21st – Revd J Shorrock 

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist  
    (Revd J Pilkington) 

From the Registers – July 
6th – Baptism of Chloe Clark 
6th Baptism of Harry Glover 
6th Baptism of Molly Glover 

6th Baptism of Ciaran Steven Harding 
13th Baptism of Bailey Garry Winmill 

20th Baptism of Macy Ann Jacobs 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


