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From the Editor 
As 2008 draws to a close we can look 
back on another eventful year which 
has been recorded in “Faith Matters”.  
Parishioners have again written about 
their most interesting trips and 
activities and they are both varied and 
interesting. 

January - Clare Kennar reported on 
her visit to Uganda; Frances Joyce on 
her visit to Armenia; and Michael & 
Ann Fluck on their visit to Ghana 
(continued into February and March).  

February - Carolyn Bradfield (daughter 
of John Smythe) sent an article from 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa as a surprise for her 
father’s 90th birthday.  March & April - 
Peter Appleby gave us a “Themed 
Break” dedicated to the achievements 
of the 617 Dambusters Squadron.  

April - Shirley Caunter commenced 
her South America Adventure which 
started in the Amazon, and continued it 

in the May, June, July, October & 

December editions.  June, July & 
August - Peter Thomas gave us his 
experiences in the last seven months 
of the British Mandate in Palestine; 
and Trevor Hopkinson responded with 
views from another pair of eyes in 
September.  Also in June, Graham 
Frost reported on the visit to 

Walsingham.  August - Rosemary 
Thomas gave her thoughts on the 

successful flower festival held in June 
and Sarah Woodley our Police 
Community Support Officer, started a 
monthly series for parishioners.  
Another very successful Town Fair was 
held in September and recorded in the 

October edition; Graham Frost told us 
about his visit to Llandaff; and Jean 
Uphill responded to Roger Bryant’s 
article on the Portsdown Hill Shelters.  

November - we had Peter Willey’s 
visits to the areas associated with the 
First World War; Peter Thomas’s 
Welsh “Cruise”; and a report on the 
visit by representatives of our link 
parish in Ghana by Michael & Ann 
Fluck.  I also have a reflection on 
“Taize” by Margaret Calder for a future 
edition. 

We received a big surprise at the 
APCM in April when Fr David 
announced that he was leaving to take 
up a new appointment in the USA and 

the September edition concentrated 
on the farewell to him and his family. 

Throughout the year, “Faith Matters” 
has reported on all the PCC, PDG and 
BMC meetings so that readers are 
informed as to what is happening in 
the parish. 

One of our advertisers, “Kobblers & 
Keys”, Darryl Doughty, paints in 
between mending shoes and cutting 
keys and has an exhibition of his 
paintings at the Art Ache Gallery in The 
Pallant during December until 9 
January 2009 – do go along and have 
a look. 

Finally, a big thank you to all 
contributors to “Faith Matters”; to the 
regulars, Roger Bryant and Sisyphus, 
and to all our advertisers.  To all our 
readers a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas. Colin Carter

From the Lay Deacon 
Christmas carols are an important part of Christmas. We are all familiar with 



 -2- 

the tunes, and the words are a 
reminder of the Christmas message.  
But do we ever give a thought to those 
who wrote the words and composed 
the tunes?  Some carols have quite an 
interesting story behind them. 

About two hundred and fifty years ago 
a man called John Byrom lived in 
Manchester.  He earned very little 
money as a teacher of shorthand.  
(Yes, it was known then, though not 
the modern systems).  In his spare 
time he wrote poetry, which brought 
him great pleasure but no money.  One 
year, as Christmas approached, he 
asked his daughter Dolly what she 
would like for a Christmas present.  
Knowing he had no money to spare to 
buy presents, she asked him to give 
her one of his poems.  On Christmas 
morning when she came in to 
breakfast there was a piece of paper 
beside her plate.  On it was a poem 
her father had written specially for her, 
which he had called simply 'Christmas 
Day for Dolly’.  It began, 'Christians 
awake, salute the happy morn, 
whereon the Saviour of the world was 
born.'  Dolly was delighted with it, and 
proudly showed it to her friends, 
among who was John Wainwright, the 
organist at Manchester Cathedral.  He 
liked it so much that he composed a 
tune for it.  Next year, on Christmas 
morning, John Byrom was awakened 
by the sound of music.  The cathedral 
choir was outside his house singing 
the words which he had written.  The 
original manuscript, in John's own 
writing, is one of the treasures of 
Manchester.  A kind and considerate 
thought by Dolly for her father led to 
his Christmas message becoming 
widely known and sung all round the 
world each Christmas. 

Another favourite carol, '0 little town of 
Bethlehem' was written in Bethlehem 
itself in 1866 by an American 
clergyman called Phillips Brooks, who 
afterwards became Bishop of 
Massachusetts.  We usually sing this 
carol to an English folk tune arranged 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams, and there 
is an alternative tune by Sir Henry 
Walford Davies.  But its original tune is 
the one popular in America, though not 
often sung here. 

On returning home from Bethlehem, 
Phillips Brooks asked his organist to 
write a tune for his words.  All year the 
man tried to think up a suitable tune, 
but somehow could not find just what 
he wanted.  Christmas Eve came, and 
still no success by the time he went to 
bed.  In the small hours he was 
awakened by what he later described 
as 'angel strains’ sounding in his ears.  
Eagerly he wrote down the melody, 
then in the morning he harmonised it in 
time to be used in Church for the 
Christmas services.  He afterwards 
told everyone that the tune had been 'a 
gift from heaven'. 

And isn't that what Christmas is all 
about?  The baby born in Bethlehem 
2,000 years ago was indeed 'a gift 
from heaven'.  God's own Son, whom 
he sent to show us his great love for all 
people.  As St. John wrote in his 
epistle, 'In this the love of God was 
shown to us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him.  This is love: not that 
we have loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.'  And in his 
gospel, 'God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish, but 
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have eternal life.' 

John Byrom in his poem wrote of the 
angels' message to the shepherds:  'I 
bring good tidings of a Saviour's birth 
to you and all the nations on the earth; 
this day has God fulfilled his promised 
word, this day is born a Saviour, Christ 
the Lord.'  The response of the 
shepherds was to seek out the baby 
Jesus and worship him. 

Phillips Brooks tells us in his carol 
what our response should be: '0 holy 
Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we 
pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be 
born in us today.  We hear the 
Christmas angels their great glad 
tidings tell: 0 come to us, abide with us 

our Lord Emmanuel.' 

So, as we approach the great day 
itself, we must keep in mind that, 
beyond the carols, the cards, the 
presents, the crackers, the turkey and 
the Christmas pudding, we are 
celebrating a birthday.  But it is most 
important for us to be aware that, to 
parody a well-known TV commercial, 
and with apologies to a certain popular 
High Street store, this is not just a 
birthday: this is JESUS' BIRTHDAY! 

A truly joyful and blessed Christmas to 
each one of you. 

Trevor

 

 

Its Christmas Day – All is Secure 
Twas the night before Christmas 

He lived all alone 
In a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone 
I had come down the chimney with presents to give 

And to see just who in this home did live 
 

I looked all about a strange sight I did see 
No tinsel no presents not even a tree 

No stocking by the mantle just boots filled with sand 
On the wall hung pictures of far distant lands 
With medals and badges awards of all kinds 

A sober thought came through my mind 
 

For this house was different it was dark and dreary 
I found the home of a soldier once I could see clearly 

The soldier lay sleeping silent alone 
Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home 

 
The face was so gentle the room in such disorder 

Not how I pictured a lone British soldier 
Was this the hero of whom I’d just read 

Curled up on a poncho the floor for a bed 
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I realised the families that I saw this night 
Owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight 

Soon round the world the children would play 
And grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas Day 

 
They all enjoy freedom each month of the year 
Because of the soldiers like the one lying here 

I couldn’t help wonder how many alone 
On a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home 

 
The very thought brought a tear to my eye 
I dropped to my knees and started to cry 

The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice 
‘Santa don’t cry this life is my choice 

I fight for freedom I don’t ask for more 
My life is my God, my country my corps’ 

 
The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep 

I couldn’t control it I continued to weep 
 

I kept watch for hours so silent and still 
And we both sat and shivered from the cold nights chill 

I didn’t want to leave on that cold dark night 
This guardian of honour so willing to fight 

 
Then the soldier rolled over with a voice soft and pure 

Whispered ‘carry on Santa its Christmas Day all is secure’ 
One look at my watch and I knew he was right 

‘Merry Christmas my friend and to all a good night’ 
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The General Sikorski Mystery 
Last month we left Commander Crabb 
and his team about to enter the waters 
of Gibraltar.  Their task was to find 
bodies and the General’s briefcase.  
Their visibility was very limited and the 
dive was extremely hazardous 
because of the leaking fuel oil.  This 
was wartime and there was also the 
risk of combat with the excellent Italian 
frogman based in nearby Spain.  
Sikorski’s body was found floating on 
the surface; other bodies were found in 
the aircraft.  Some bodies, including 
the General’s daughter Sofia 
Lesinowska, were never found, 
although one of the mysteries of our 
story is recent reports released from 
the National Archives that she actually 
survived the crash and that two 
saboteurs had been identified.  There 
were no records kept of the flight, so 
we have no means of telling who 
actually boarded the aircraft.   

So who is suspected of sabotaging the 
aircraft, if, in fact, it was sabotaged?  
At an enquiry shortly after the crash, 
the sole survivor and pilot, Flight 
Lieutenant Edward “Max” Prchal, said 
that the controls had jammed.  In 
recent years, as recently as 2000, 
much documentation has been 
released from the National Archives 
which has shed more light on the 
crash.  For example, at the original 
RAF enquiry Prchal denied he was 
wearing a lifejacket when rescued but 
there was incontrovertible evidence 
that he was wearing one from several 
witnesses including the man, Count 
Ludwik Lubienski, Head of the Polish 
Mission in Gibraltar, who physically 
pulled Prchal out of the water.  Another 
report in the National Archives stated 

that Prchal, who was Czech, had told 
an RAF officer in Prague in 1946 that 
he had lied to the Court of Inquiry.  
One report stated that Sofia had been 
handed a box of chocolates as she 
entered the aircraft.  Although her body 
was not found, the body of her female 
companion was found, badly mutilated 
as if by an explosion.  The Air Traffic 
Controller in Gibraltar reported an 
explosion as the aircraft was entering 
the water. 

So who would want Zagorsk killed?  It 
goes without saying that the Germans 
would have but there is no evidence, 
not even a suggestion, in papers 
released that they had any involvement 
in the crash.  Not so the Russians who 
were deeply suspicious of Sikorski and 
would not have allowed him to live if he 
had returned to Poland when it 
became a communist state.  The 
Russian spy Kim Philby was 
responsible for Britain’s counter-
espionage in the region and there are 
reports of him discussing the possible 
assassination of Sikorski with a 
counter-agent in the German Abwehr.  
On the night of the flight, Sikorski’s 
aircraft was changed and he took off in 
an aircraft which had been parked all 
day, unguarded, next to the Russian 
aircraft that had brought their 
Ambassador Ivan Maisky to Gibraltar.  
The aircraft originally intended for 
Sikorski took off earlier and arrived 
safely in London.  The master Russian 
spy, Anthony Blunt, once said that his 
only major regret during the war was 
ordering the sabotage of a passenger 
plane.  Could this have been 
Sikorski’s?  Although sabotage is the 
most likely explanation for the crash, 
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regrettably we have no evidence to 
substantiate it.  A very successful play 
called “Soldier” by Rolf Hochnuth ran 
in the West End some years ago about 
the alleged assassination of Sikorski 
by the British Secret Service on the 
instruction of Winston Churchill on the 
grounds that he was a threat to our 
wartime alliance with Soviet Russia.  
Of all the explanations for the crash, 
this is the most unlikely one.  So the 

mystery remains with us!  I thought 
about it as we landed on this same 
runway in September on a visit to our 
married granddaughter Melanie, 
husband Jimmy, and great 
grandchildren Louis and Maddison 
(Maddi).  Happily, their world is far 
different from Commander Crabb’s! 

Roger Bryant

Correspondence Column 
Dear Colin, 

Thanks for your message the other 
day. I am sorry that I have not been in 
touch before now but - as you can 
imagine - it has been a pretty hectic 
first year.  I was licensed in September 
and went straight into Harvest 
Festivals, Remembrance, Advent, 
Christmas and a very early Easter - 
generally in each church.  With that 
and learning what it is to be an 
incumbent it has been quite a steep 
learning curve.  We certainly 'hit the 

ground running' as they say.  

But we are all well and we have been 
made to feel very welcome.  But I am 
afraid to say that I have not quite found 
the time to write an article for 'Faith 
Matters' yet.  But maybe when things 
quieten down I will see what I can do -
my apologies. 

I do hope you are all well and please 
pass on our best wishes and prayers 
to all from us up here in Lincolnshire. 

Best wishes,  Fr Charles 

Dear PCC 

I have just had the very (sic) pleasure of sending off a total of £264.85 to Tearfund, 
coming from your collection, the cake raffle and the Tearfund gift envelopes put in 
the collection.  This is really great, thank you so much. 

It was so encouraging to be part of your service this morning (5 October), with 
Arthur Croad speaking about Tearfund and our being able to bring some Tearcraft.  
Thank you. 

Yours very sincerely,  Dr Simon W Mitchell  
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Christmas Greetings 

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 Pam and Derek Bowley 

 

Mary and Ken send their love and every blessing to all their friends at St. 

Faith’s for a very Happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year. 

 

We wish all our friends at St. Faith’s and St. Nicholas a very Happy Christmas and 
healthy New Year.  A big thank you to those who produce articles and deliver “Faith 

Matters” and help in the Pastoral Centre.  Beryl & Colin Carter  

 

Hilary & David wish everyone at St. Faith’s A Peaceful and Happy Christmas. 

 

Wishing all at St. Faith’s and St. Nicholas a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

with love from  Sandra Haggan 

 

Wishing one and all a Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year from Fiona, Colin, 
Louise and Ruth Hedley 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from  Vicki Mockford and family 

 

 



 -8- 

Wishing everyone at St. Faith’s a very blessed Christmas and a happy New 

Year.                                                  Val and Melvyn Rose 

 

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Valentine Searle 

 

A very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year to all our friends in St. Faith's. 

Roger and Marion Simmons 

 

Peter and Rosemary Thomas send their best wishes for a very Happy 

Christmas to all their friends at St. Faith’s.  Rosemary sends special thanks to all 
who help decorate the church with flowers throughout the year. 

 

Best wishes to all our friends at St. Faith’s for a happy Christmas and healthy New 

Year. Joy and Paul Utting  

 

Colin and Sheila Warlow wish all their friends at St. Faith’s a very happy and 

peaceful Christmas and best wishes for 2009.   

 

To all our dear friends who are no longer able to attend the services at St. 

Faith’s and St. Nicholas we wish you a Happy Christmas and a healthy 2009.
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Ruth Tunks RIP 
All of us at St Faith’s were saddened to 
hear that Ruth had passed away.  We 
had lost a much loved, loyal and 
devoted member of our congregation.  
Ruth was born in Merston, Kent but 
lived in South London as a young 
child.  World War 2 saw her evacuated 
but after the war she returned, this 
time to East London.  It was here that 
she met the love of her life, Ian.  They 
were both reading Biology at Birbeck 
College.  Following their marriage they 
moved to Somerset where Ian started 
his teaching career.  Later Ian’s career 
took them to Guildford, where their 
children Julian and Madeline were 
born.  Their next and final move was to 
Havant where Dominic and Claire were 
born and where Ruth began 
worshipping at Christ Church, 
Denvilles. 

Ruth was an outdoor girl who enjoyed 
cycling, walking the dogs and sailing.  
It is very appropriate that this little 
tribute is in “Faith Matters” because not 
only was she a regular and successful 
contributor to the monthly crossword 

but she was also a member of the 
band of distributors of the magazine.  
Ruth took life in her stride, never 
allowing illness to pull her back or to 
detract her from her love and interest 
in her family and friends.  There was a 
wonderful serenity and quietness 
about Ruth but this was soon lost in 
her smile and friendly greeting.  She 
sat in the same pew, just behind the 
churchwarden’s in the south of the 
nave, generally next to little Elsie 
Yalden and often accompanied by one 
of her family.  No matter how many are 
in this pew, to many of us there will 
always be the presence of Ruth.   

Ruth’s prayer: 

“Dear Lord 

Thank you for bringing us together in 
your name.  May our thoughts 
strengthen us in faith, build us up in 
hope, and make us grow in love, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen” 

Roger Bryant

 

Church Shop 

The Church Shop raised £2,365.01 during the last session between October & 
November.  Overall £10,613.01 was raised during 2008.  Thank you once again to 
all who made this possible, without the group of helpers it just couldn’t be done.  
New helpers are always welcome; we really need you.  Also we need more 
donations, especially of clothes.  We re-open on 5 January 2009 setting up shop on 
Saturday 3 January.  Please note gentlemen! 

Sheila Warlow 
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From Our PCSO 
Dear St Faiths Residents, 

I know most of you by now realise that 
I try and write a monthly article in the 
St Faith’s magazine.  For those of you 
who don’t know who I am, I am Police 
Community Support Officer Sarah 
Woodley 13389.  I work alongside PC 
Anita George 413, PC Alison Craddock 
162, PC Kerry Bone 3394 and APS 
Jamie Allen 3166.  We cover the St 
Faith’s ward which includes Havant 
town, Denvilles, Warblington and 
Langstone.  If you would like to contact 
us please call us on 0845 045 45 45 or 
by email: 
stfaiths.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk.   

Over the past several weeks we have 
experienced a rise in criminal damage 
and theft from vehicles within the St 
Faith’s area.  Satellite Navigation 
systems have been the main targets 
though theft of diesel has also been a 
major issue.  Here are some 
preventive measures: 

 Always secure your vehicle and 
double check that it is locked 

 Try and place your vehicle in a 
well lit area 

 PLEASE remove all valuables – 
EVEN from glove compartments 
and as a suggestion leave the 
glove compartment open to show 
that it’s empty 

 Remove any satellite navigation 
cradles from windows and try 
and clean the interior window as 
it tends to show a ring mark from 
where the cradle was placed 

 Use an alarm system or steering 
lock 

 Please use a secure garage if 
you have one 

If you would like any further 
information regarding crime prevention 
then please contact St Faith’s Safer 
Neighbourhood  Team on the above 
contact details or if you preferred we 
run a beat surgery on the first Saturday 
of every month within the St Faith’s 
church coffee morning from 1000-
1200.  If you have any queries or 
concerns we’d be most obliged to 
help/discuss them with you. 

Regards 

St Faith’s Safer Neighbourhood 
Team

The Bells 
I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

.......... ..........Longfellow 
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Buildings Management Committee Meeting 3 November 
Hall Complex.  A fire risk report had 
been completed on Church House 
including recommendations for fire 
alarms, emergency lighting and 
escape routes.  The Area Safety Fire 
Officer is coming to discuss it.  The 
builders had been called back and had 
repaired a Hall roof for which they had 
already been paid.  

Christ Church Centre.  There had 
been a break in at the Centre but 
nothing was damaged or stolen.  The 
door had been replaced and a claim 
made on our insurance (which will not 
affect our premium).  The Police had 
been notified.  The Bungalow had 
been redecorated.  The carpets would 
be cleaned and the electrics checked 
by an electrician. 

2/4 North Street.  Portsmouth Housing 
Association had offered to get An 
Energy Performance Certificate for the 
Flat and also, at a charge to the 
church, do an asbestos check.  We are 
discussing this with our letting agents, 
Jeffries. 

St Faith’s Church.  The Diocesan 
Advisory Committee (DAC) would be 
asked to advise us about fitting a 
handrail by the steps leading into the 
choir vestry to assist people with 
disabilities to have easier access to 
the toilet. 

Organ.  The PCC would need to pass 
a Resolution before application could 
be made for a Faculty to overhaul the 
organ.  The meeting decided that we 
should not apply for a Faculty until our 
financial position became clearer.  The 
estimated costs for the work on the 
organ were at present £36,253 
(including VAT).  This could increase 
when the contractor upgrades the 
original quotation (possibly by 4% per 
annum as recommended by the 
Association of Organ Builders).  A 50% 
deposit - £1,500 – would be required 
before the commencement of work on 
the Blower.  The contractor for the 
major overhaul would not require a 
10% deposit until they were within 12 
months of starting work.  They would 
then want 30% on commencement and 
three further instalments of 20% as the 
overhaul progressed. 

Hiring Charges.  In view of the large 
increases earlier this year, the meeting 
decided not to increase them for 2009.
 

 

Epiphany 
Tuesday 6th January 2009 the Eucharist for Epiphany will be at 6.30pm followed by 
a three course dinner at the Brookfield Hotel.  The meal is a set menu and the price 
is £18.50 per person.  To book a place please give your names with a cheque made 
out to the Brookfield Hotel to Sandra Haggan.  Once again our friends from St. 
Alban's, St. Francis and St. Clare will be joining us. 
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Brookfield Hotel 
EMSWORTH 

The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 
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 All about gas 
Heating & Plumbing Services Ltd 

16 The Parchment, Havant, Hants, PO9 1HD 

023 9247 2789, 07834 069488 

 

  • Central heating & hot water repairs 

  • All types of boiler repaired & serviced 

  • Energy saving boilers supplied & fitted 

  • System cleansing & de-scaling 

  • Cookers, fires & water heaters 

  • Experienced Corgi register engineers 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
 

 

http://www.bscare/
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EMSWORTH ANIMAL CARE 
 

Mature person with over 20 years experience of animal ownership, mainly rescued ones! 

 
* Dog Walking service as a “one off” or on a regular basis 
* Doggy day care – useful as a break from long work days 
* Holiday animal care provided either in your home or mine 

 

Jane on 07840 243374 
 

LANDSCAPING & BUILDING WORKS 
•Hard & Soft Landscaping •Patios 

•Decking   •Driveways   •Fencing 
•Property Maintenance 

•All Kinds of Projects Undertaken 
•Years of Experience 

•Free Estimates 

 

56 Middle Park Way, Havant, PO9 4DB Tel: 023 9264 3023 

Paul Harmer: 07775 585586  Rob Hart: 07921 063139 

Havant & Leigh Park Pastoral Centre 
The combined churches in Havant and Leigh Park provide tea, coffee and light 
refreshments every week day morning from 9.30am until 12-noon at the Methodist 
Church adjacent to the Medical Centre.   

It has been running for almost 25 years and St. Faith’s provide two ladies every third 
Wednesday morning to run it.  When you visit the Medical Centre do pop in as any 
of the ladies would be very pleased to see you. 

Proceeds raised are donated annually to charities agreed at the AGM which we had 
last month. 

I have a small list of ladies who help and would be very pleased if any other ladies 
would like to add their names to the list.  Please see me or telephone 023 9248 
6739.  St. Faith’s next turn is Wednesday 10 December and then every third 

Wednesday. Beryl Carter 

For Your Diary 
Sunday 14 December 3pm Nine Lessons & Carols Church 

Wednesday 24 Dec. 4pm&6pm Carols by Candlelight Church 

Tuesday 6 January 6.30pm Epiphany Eucharist/Dinner Church/Brookfield/£18.50 

Monday 12 January 7pm BMC Meeting 29 Hamilton Close 

Monday 12 January 7.45pm SC Meeting Church House 

Monday 26 January 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 
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St Faith’s December 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19.I go round back to Ada in slow time 

(6) 
20.Hindu festival at start of holiday (4) 
21.Poetic percussion instrument of 

famous Elizabethan (6,4) 

Across 
 1.Her siblings were unpleasant, but she 

found royal romance (10) 
 7.No army engineers in mutiny here (4) 
 8.It’s certain as God made little ones (6) 
 9.Putting everything in display is 

somewhat superficial (7) 
10.Retain benefit of evocative gift (8) 
11.Like a chicken perhaps, almost 

bloodless (5) 
13.It is man, surprisingly, who believes 

all in nature has a soul (7) 
14.Go to and fro with the music (5) 
17.Proper, tasteful interior decoration 

round us (8) 
18.Military action on South American 

city, right for a soldier (7) 

Down  
 1.It’s silly, being made to be pulled apart 

(8) 
 3.Regular music late in the day (8) 
 5.He can examine and evaluate any last 

move (7) 
 9.Like an aquatic bird he glides lightly 

over (7) 
12.More snow perhaps reported from 

here (8) 
15.Offensive object found on a pew (6) 
17.Go mad making sense of this doctrine 

(5) 

 2.To be seen before final departure, so 
it’s said (6) 

 4.Turn and turn again with it (5) 
 6.Get in it and enjoy the music (6) 
11.Not first choice, but almost virtually 

the same (2,4,2) 
13.Roman emperor gets in help for 

making a kind of pressure indicator 
(7) 

16.Sly, crafty one avoids being caught 
(6) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 
Answers to the editor by 15

th
 December please! 

Answers to November 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.Red Herring, 7.Eyra, 8.Sermon, 9.Camelot, 10.Grateful, 11.Aired, 13.Airless, 14.Doric, 
17.A Senator, 18.Masters, 19.Omerta, 20.Clue, 21.Eleven Plus. 
Down: 1.Resigned, 2.Dermal, 3.Esoteric, 4.Ideal, 5.Genesis, 6.Brooke, 9.Cutlass, 11.As One 
Man, 12.Doorways, 13.Aintree, 15.Orally, 16.Sterol, 17.A Rite. 
Five entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade, Ian Tunks, Joy Utting 
and Colin Warlow.  One late and correct entry for October from Keith Uphill. 

1  2  3   4  5  6  

         7    

8             

      9       

10      

 
       

        11    12 

   13          

14 15         16   

     17        

18             

       19      

20             

   21          
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Word Search – Christmas 
Can you find the names in the grid below associated with Christmas?  Words may 
be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Where 
a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid.  

 

 

BETHLEHEM FAMILY PRESENTS 
CAKE GIFTS PUDDING 
CANDLES HOLLY SERVICE 
CARDS JOSEPH STABLE 
CAROLS LIGHTS STAR 
CHRIST MARY STOCKINGS 
CRACKERS MINCE/PIES TOYS 
DECORATIONS MISTLETOE TREE 
FAIRY PARTIES TURKEY 

 
 

S T O C K M I S T U R Y T S Y 

S O S T N E S E R P E E D R R 

E E T N M I N C U K D R A R I 

R Y L L O H A D R E A M H U A 

V C A D E I D U C C H E P T F 

I A E E N I T H R R M H E L R 

C R O C N A P A R T I E S I E 

E F T G K A C H R G I L O G S 

T R E E E K L H S O O H J H E 

U B L S E K E I R R C T O T N 

R G T R E C A J A I L E S S T 

K I S G N I K C O T S B D O R 

P F I I G H P J O T E T Y B E 

I T M J O S P H A A T S R A P 

E S T A B L E R B Y L I M A F 
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Buenos Aires 
What is it about ships that we fall in 
love with them?  This week (11 
November) we have seen the 
departure of the QE2 for the last time 
from Southampton to sail to her new 
home in Dubai and, although I never 
sailed in her, I felt the sadness of those 
who had done so.  I always had a soft 
spot for HMS Vanguard ever since my 
father (Donald Guest) served as a 
member of the Royal Marine band on 
her visit to South Africa in 1947 with 
the Royal Family.  There is nothing I 
like better than to watch the shipping 
from a vantage point at Sally Port in 
Old Portsmouth.  Anyway I digress! 

The day finally arrived when we had to 
say farewell to the “Spirit of 
Adventure”.  One last look back and a 
wave then we board our coach and 
head for the Tigre Delta.  A series of in 
land waterways which have been 
developed rather like the Norfolk 
Broads.  Magnificent villas line the 
banks – the gardens, with manicured 
lawns, stretch to the water.  Jetty after 
jetty with boats moored, take the place 
of cars.  I didn’t see any roads but as 
even the shops were of the floating 
variety I guess the car here would be 
redundant!  After an hour or so, in 
which we were served coffee and 
cakes.  We returned to our coach and 
set off to our next venue the restaurant 
“La Caballeriza” for lunch.  This turned 
out to be quite an interesting place as 
well.  All polished wood and brass – 
decorated for the festive season and 
open to the sky in the main part – what 
happens when it rains?  Our meal – 6 
courses – was tasty with the usual mix 
of meats, fruits and vegetables.  As 
everyone practically knew each other 

by this time, the atmosphere was like a 
big party.  It would be the last occasion 
at which we would all be together. 

Then a tour of the city and what a city 
she is – Buenos Aires.  By the time we 
arrived at our hotel we had the 
impression of big boisterous and 
beautiful – as her name suggests.  
There we were in the capital of 
Argentina no less.  Don and I did 
wonder how we would cope here on 
our own – only a handful of Spirit 
passengers were staying on.  Too late 
to worry about that and, as it turned 
out, we were to have an amazing time.   

After settling in our hotel – the Buenos 
Aires Hilton – we headed for the 
waterfront.  This was actually the 
revamped dock area of “Puerto 
Madero”.  Rather like Gunwharf, cafes 
and restaurants line the banks and it 
wasn’t long before we were sitting with 
a cup of coffee.  Soon that evening we 
were to be startled by a firework 
display that suddenly exploded around 
us!  What a welcome! 

Our first day found us getting rather 
lost – I think we were looking at the 
map upside down!  With the help of a 
friendly Traffic Cop we got back on 
track and found what we had been 
looking for – The American Express 
Bank!  We had opted to take their 
cheques as currency and only one 
bank in the whole of BA would change 
them!  Then it was off to the shops.  All 
the vast precincts and arcades were of 
course festooned with decorations as 
suited the season.  Some of them were 
amazing and offered a vast range of 
goods from designer to run of the mill.  
Street traders were also in abundance 
selling jewellery and tourist souvenirs.   
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Marches and demonstrations seem to 
be quite frequent.  Someone told us 
there was usually one every day.  We 
witnessed two anyway – one for the 
return of children who had disappeared 
under the dictatorship called the 
Parade of the Mothers or “Plaza de 
Mayo” and, on another occasion, it 
was miners and builders striking and 
marching through the city under police 
escort.  The traffic was very heavy, the 
roads extremely wide, the green man 
very elusive and it was a case of move 
on the light fast for all! 

 

We visited various places of interest.  
For example – moored not far from our 
hotel was an old steam and sail frigate 
the ARA Presidente Sarmiento.  Built 
in 1897 she had sailed round the world 
and had even docked in Portsmouth 
on one voyage!  She then became a 
cadet training vessel and was now a 
museum. 

We saw the grand building which was 
the Presidential Palace – the pink 
“Casa Rosado”: also the Cathedral 
dedicated not to a saint but known as 
the “Metropolitan”. 

We walked up the Avenue de Mayo to 
the world’s widest avenue “Avenue 9th 
July” 140 metres across.  Every so 

often we would notice a small crowd 
gathering.  As we drew near we would 
hear the unmistakable strains of the 
tango.  After a while quite an elderly 
man would lead a usually young and 
beautiful girl into the intricate steps 
and, as they twisted their heads and 
their legs in all directions everyone 
stood enthralled and impressed by 
their skill.  Well I was anyway! 

 

We visited many cafes.  One was very 
atmospheric the “Café Tortoni” full of 
the history of the tango with paintings 
of past masters lining the walls.  It had 
a small theatre where shows were 
performed.  We followed the theme 
with a visit to a tango and dinner show 
that evening.  A chance to put on our 
glad rags and go out on the town. 

We did track down that lady – Eva 
Peron of Evita fame in the Recoletta 
Cemetery, full of ornate tombs and 
mausoleums and such a maze it 
needed a map to find our way around.  
Now, after all the drama, she is at rest 
in this quiet corner.   
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I would like to conclude my ‘saga’ by 
thanking everyone for their kind 
comments.  It has even made me 
consider a career in travel writing!  

One thing for sure in writing it all down 
it has been a way of re-living the 
dream.  So it is now ‘Adios Amigos’ 
and thanks to Colin for his patience 
and encouragement. 

Shirley Caunter

PCC Meeting – 17 November 2008 
Interregnum.  The Archdeacon 
attended this meeting to give a report 
about the interregnum.  Our vacancy 
had been advertised twice in the 
Church Times.  The closing date for 
applications was 28 November and to 
date three had been received, all from 
the Hampshire area.  When the closing 
date was reached, the Bishop would 
select three or four candidates to be 
formally interviewed.  They and their 
spouses would be invited to stay in our 
parish from 9-11 December.   

CCTV in Church.  The Chairman gave 
the background to Peter Thomas’s 
initiative to raise funds with town 
traders for CCTV in church.  Only 
Waitrose was prepared to help and 
would include us in their “Green Token” 
scheme in December.  PCC members 
would seek the views of parishioners 
about having cameras in church. 

Christ Church Centre.  The Chairman 
reported that we now had two offers to 
consider in respect of the Christ 
Church Centre site.  Firstly, an offer to 
rent the Centre for two years, with an 
option to buy and secondly, an offer 
from a developer, subject to planning 
permission, to buy the site, provided it 
was closed down and not let for 18 
months, for which they would make a 
payment to the church.  Following 

advice from Messrs Hughes Ellard, the 
PCC decided to proceed with the first 
offer which would still leave us with the 
bungalow and land. 

Treasurer’s Report.  Helen gave a 
very detailed summary of our financial 
situation, again emphasising her 
concerns about projected deficits and 
the need to keep costs as low as 
possible, while encouraging the 
congregation to continue to contribute 
generously. 
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Turkey Treats 
On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me 

“I’m glad we bought fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.” 
 

On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard 
As we tucked into our turkey, a most delicious bird. 

 
On the third day of Christmas we entertained the neighbours from next door 

The turkey tasted just as good as it had the day before. 
 

Day four, relations came to stay; poor Gran is looking old 
We finished up the Christmas pud, and ate the turkey cold. 

 
On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes flurried 

But we were nice and warm inside for we had our turkey curried. 
 

On the sixth day, I must admit the Christmas spirit died 
The children fought and bickered; we ate turkey rissoles fried. 

 
On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love he did wince 

When he sat down at the table and was offered turkey mince. 
 

Day eight and nerves were getting frayed; the dog had run for shelter 
I had served up turkey pancakes with a glass of Alka Seltzer. 

 
On day nine our cat left home by lunchtime Dad was blotto 

He said he had to have a drink to face turkey risotto. 
 

By the tenth day, the booze had gone (except our home-made brew) 
As if that wasn’t bad enough, we suffered turkey stew. 

 
On the eleventh day of Christmas, the Christmas tree was moulting 
The mince pies were as hard as rocks and the turkey was revolting. 

 
On the twelfth day, my true love had a smile upon his lips 

The guests had gone, the turkey too, and we dined on fish and chips. 

 

 
A Sunday school teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with 

them to Jerusalem.  A small child replied: 'They couldn't get a baby sitter.'
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Vacant (Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden & Chairman) Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer)    Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Jenny Sagrott 

Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole  

 Mrs Sylvia Willey   

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Colin 

Carter. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Paul Utting. 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Bob Wilson. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Colin 
Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird. 

 

Worship Group.  Advises the Rector about detailed issues affecting worship in St 
Faith's.  During the present interregnum assists the Churchwardens in planning 
services, especially for major events.  Members: Alan Hakim, Trevor Hopkinson, 
Michael Laird, Carmen Stuart, Jan Stuart, Sylvia Willey. 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 



 

 
-23- 

WHO'S WHO 

Rector Vacant  

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 01243 370290 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 5918 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Kate Walsh 023 9247 1646 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Disability Issues Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 5918 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 7th December 8.00am Eucharist (Revd D Divall) 

SECOND SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

OF ADVENT  (Revd K Uphill) 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST (Revd D Lyndsey) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Sandra Haggan) 

 

Sunday 14th December 8.00am Eucharist (Canon B Hammond) 

THIRD SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF ADVENT 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston) 
 3.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols (T Hopkinson) 

 6.30pm United Service at the Methodist Church 

 

Sunday 21st December 8.00am Eucharist (Revd M Bull) 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF ADVENT 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Shorrock) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Julie Harrington) 

 

Wed 24th December 4.00pm Carols by Candlelight (Ven. Dr T Reader) 

CHRISTMAS EVE 6.00pm Carols by Candlelight (Revd D Lyndsey) 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass (Canon&Revd B Hammond) 
 

Thurs 25th December 8.00am Eucharist at St Nicholas, Langstone  

CHRISTMAS DAY  (Revd K Uphill) 

 9.30am Morning Service (Revd D Lyndsey) 

 

Sunday 28th December 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston)  

FIRST SUNDAY 6.30pm Evensong (T Hopkinson) 

AFTER CHRISTMAS  
 

Sunday 4th January 8.00am Eucharist  

SECOND SUNDAY 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 

AFTER CHRISTMAS 6.30pm Evensong  
 

Tuesday 6th January 6.30pm EPIPHANY EUCHARIST 
 

 Midweek Services 
Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist  
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


