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From the Editor 
A Happy New Year to all our readers.   

In 2008 we should see the start of the 
renovation of Church House and 
Coach House (see page 8) and get 
approval for the church extension.  
These will be financed by the selling of 
Christchurch Centre and the 
Bungalow.  So 2008 will be an 
interesting year for the Property 
Development Group and the PCC. 

The Restoration & Redevelopment 
Appeal Committee has disbanded (see 
page 18); therefore dates for your diary 
for 2008 are scarce as it will now rely 
on individuals/groups/ committees to 
organise events.  Martin Poliszczuk 
has agreed to take on the role of 
Events Co-ordinator and will let me 
have dates to include in “Faith 
Matters”. 

A new finance team has been set up 
and a second CAF bank current 
account opened so as to keep the 
parish accounts separate from the 
property development account (see 
page 8). 

You may recall in the July 2007 edition 
a Mrs Barbara Walsh who was trying to 

trace the family of her great 
grandfather, Mark Ripley who married 
a Mary Miley in St Faith’s Church on 4 
June 1783 wrote a letter to Roger 
Bryant for any help.   Well, I had an 
email from an Ian Ripley who is 
currently unearthing his own family 
tree and believes that he too is a 
descendant of Mark Ripley.  So Roger 
put the two in touch.  Our Internet 
edition of the magazine continues to 
help many people from the UK and 
abroad in tracing their family history. 

We have a new advertiser – Mengham 
Gardening Services on page 12 and 
replaces Abbeyfield, who has decided 
not to advertise with us anymore.  
Don’t forget when you use Mengham’s 
and any of our advertisers; remember 
to tell them that you saw their advert in 
“Faith Matters”. 

Please continue to let me have articles 
for the magazine – visits you 
undertake, letters, questions, and 
anything else that you think our 
readers will enjoy. 

Colin Carter 

For Your Diary
Sunday 6 January 8pm Epiphany Dinner Brookfield Hotel/£18.50 

Wednesday 9 January 7.30pm PDG Meeting Rectory 

Monday 14 January 7pm BMC Meeting 15 Langbrook Close 

Monday 14 January 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Saturday 26 January 7pm Burns Night Hall/£8 

Monday 28 January 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Monday 10 March 8pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 31 March 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Sunday 13 April 11.15am APCM Hall 

Fri 27 – Sun 29 June 10am-4pm Flower Festival Church 

Saturday 29 November 7.30p Bell Ringers Dinner Hall 
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From the Rector – Entering the New Year 
As we enter this New Year we also 
approach the season of Epiphany.  I 
am told that in the Eastern Church the 
feast of the Epiphany is a much more 
significant festival than Christmas.  
This makes a great deal of sense, after 
all Christmas has been inflated as a 
festival because it was placed mid-
winter in the west of Europe when 
Christianizing pagans who celebrated 
their own festivals at that time.  The 
cards with snow and carols referring to 
the cold weather are surely more about 
north-western Europe than first century 
Palestine.  And the theology of the 
incarnation is surely no less revered by 
celebrating Epiphany over and above 
Christmas – in fact we have often been 
guilty of conflating the two into one 
long Christmas season. 

For that reason I am pleased to say 
that St Faith’s holds the two as mostly 
distinct, although undeniably related, 
festivals.  This year Epiphany falls on a 
Sunday and we celebrate the arrival of 
the Wise Men with a Family Service in 
the morning at 9:30am and the 
Eucharist at 6pm that evening with our 
friends from St Alban’s, St Clare’s and 
St Francis.  Immediately following the 
Eucharist we go on to dinner at the 
Brookfield, so furthering the 
celebration and sharing it with friends 
locally.  The celebrations also precede 
the day, because on Saturday 
afternoon there will be a party in the 
Church Hall from 2 – 4pm for all the 
children of the church, and we 
anticipate anything from 40-60 children 
for a very happy event.  This year the 
party includes a drama, which will 
feature again in the next morning’s 
Family Service, so all the adults have a 

chance to share in the occasion.  
Another element of celebration this 
year is the involvement of the Revd 
Catherine Keyser-Mary from the 
United States, who will be taking part in 
the service.  Revd Cat is much loved 
by you all, so I know you will enjoy 
welcoming her again. 

But Epiphany is not just a day it is a 
season extending throughout the 
month until the feast of Candlemas on 
the 2nd February (and by the way have 
you noticed in your diary that no 
sooner do we leave Epiphany than we 
enter Lent, because Ash Wednesday is 
the 6th February – as early as it can 
be).  The word Epiphany, from the 
Greek, means the ‘showing forth’, and 
is most accurately translated as 
‘making known’.  Thus in the season of 
Epiphany the real nature of the Christ 
child is gradually revealed.  The Wise 
Men prostrate themselves at the feet 
of a tiny baby having travelled many 
miles from distant lands (Matthew 2), 
thus pointing to the child’s divinity, 
echoing the worship of the shepherds 
(Luke 2).  The Wise Men’s gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh invite us to 
reflect upon Jesus’ Kingship, divinity 
(again) and sacrificial self-giving as 
Saviour. 

The next Sunday in Epiphany tells of 
the Baptism of Jesus when the Spirit 
descends upon him like a dove and his 
Father’s voice from heaven declares, 
“This is my Son, the beloved, in whom 
I am well pleased.”  The sonship of 
Jesus – the one whom the Father 
sends, and is intimately related to him 
– was the single most significant 
aspect of early Christianity.  It marked 
out the followers of Jesus as people of 
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a new religion, coming out of Judaism 
and yet different from it.  Jesus’ 
baptism also declares his salvific intent 
– he came to save us all.  The third 
Sunday in Epiphany usually retells the 
first miracle of Jesus at Cana in 
Galilee when he turned the water to 
wine.  Foretelling his resurrection, 
Jesus is the one through whom God 
demonstrates his ability to turn our 
disasters to hope and death to life. 

This wonderful season is one full of joy 

and life, not only telling us who we 
believe Jesus is, but inviting us into a 
life that is Christ-filled.  If this is the 
Christ we believe in then hope and joy 
are the marks of Christian life, which 
not only inspire us but demand our 
sharing with others. 

So I hope you enjoy a wonderful 
Epiphany season, 

David 

 

Flights of Mystery 
There were two pioneer flyers who 
were heroines of my generation of 
children.  Their feats in the early years 
of flight captured the imagination of the 
world.  Flying cost them their lives and 
their bodies were never found.  To this 
day their deaths remain a mystery.  
One was American and one British.  As 
we shall see, the British flyer had links 
with Portsmouth, so let us start with 
Amy Johnson who was born in Hull in 
1903.  In 1925 she gained a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Economics at 
Sheffield University and started work 
as a secretary in London.  She joined 
the London Aeroplane Club and in 
1928 became the first woman to gain 
her Pilot’s Licence.  Unusually, she 
also gained a Ground Engineer’s 
Licence.  After just 50 hours flying, she 
set off to fly to Darwin, Australia, in a 
De Havilland Moth aircraft, modified 
from a bi-plane to a monoplane.  She 
became the first woman to complete 
the flight solo, which took 19 days.  In 
doing so, she won a prize of £10,000 
from the Daily Mail, who dubbed her 
the “Queen of the Air”. 

Further records followed.  In 1931, 

Amy made a record flight across 
Siberia to Tokyo and the following year 
she broke the record for a solo flight to 
Cape Town, South Africa, and back.  In 
1932 she married a Scottish airman, 
James Mollinson, but the marriage 
only lasted six years.  In 1933, the 
couple flew across the Atlantic in 39 
hours.  The same year, Amy flew solo 
to India in 22 hours and the following 
year she flew solo to Cape Town and 
back in 12 days 15 hours.  On one 
transatlantic flight, the couple spent a 
weekend with the second heroine in 
our story and also had lunch with 
President and Mrs Roosevelt.  In 
June1939, Amy joined the Portsmouth, 
Southsea and Isle of Wight Aviation 
Company as a pilot.  There was then a 
Portsmouth Airport off the Eastern 
Road.  With the outbreak of war that 
September, Amy joined the Air 
Transport Auxiliary as a ferry pilot. 

On 4 January 1941, Amy was ferrying 
a yellow-painted Oxford trainer, built at 
the Portsmouth Airspeed factory 
adjacent to the Airport, from Scotland 
to Kidlington, near Oxford.  The 
weather was atrocious and Amy 
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decided to land at Blackpool, where 
she spent the last night of her 37 years 
with her married sister, Molly Jones, 
who later recalled pleading with Amy 
not to take off the following morning 
because of the appalling weather.  
Freezing fog reduced visibility to 
almost zero but, against advice, Amy 
took off at 11.49am to fly south.  In the 
Thames Estuary, a small convoy of 
colliers, escorted by naval ships 
including HMS Berkeley, the AA 
Trawler HMS Haslemere, which was 
towing a balloon, and the motor 
launch, ML13, had been bombed for 
more than an hour on route from 
Portsmouth.  Lookouts in the convoy 
caught sight of a single parachute 
descending, together with an aircraft 
which came in on a low dive before 
crashing into the water, sending debris 
everywhere.  Soon the Haslemere was 
close enough to throw two lines to the 
parachutist who made no effort to 
reach them.  Two witnesses said that 
they heard a woman’s voice say, 
“Hurry, please hurry.”  Then a second 
body, this time a man, was seen 
floating in the water, eventually turning 
until it was face down in the freezing 
water.  The captain of Haslemere, 
Commander Fletcher, courageously 
dived into the water to attempt to swim 
to the woman but was soon in very 
serious difficulties.  He could get 
nowhere near the now motionless 
figure of the woman and it took the 
crew of the whaler 20 minutes to reach 
and haul the unconscious Fletcher out 
of the water.  Sad to record that he 
died minutes later from what the 
medical verdict described as exposure 

and shock due to immersion. 

Nearby wreckage was clearly of the 
yellow-painted Oxford and two bags 
were found floating near to it, one 
marked AJ and one “Amy Johnson”.  
There was much speculation in the 
Press about the man, whose body was 
never recovered.  One wild story was 
that Amy was taking someone to the 
continent.  The family hired a lawyer to 
defend Amy’s name from slanderous 
rumours.  At that time, it was fairly 
common to see bodies in the Estuary 
from shot down aircraft (the Doctor on 
HMS Berkeley once saw six bodies in 
the water at one time!)  There is 
absolutely no doubt from witnesses at 
Blackpool Airport that Amy flew off 
alone and we can safely eliminate the 
man from our story.  The next mystery 
was why Amy was over the Thames 
Estuary at 3.30pm when she should 
have arrived at Oxford, 100 miles 
away, at 1.00pm.  She was also in a 
highly defended area, likely to be shot 
down by both Army Batteries and 
warships.  No explanation has ever 
been given as to why she baled out.  
She would have been low on petrol, so 
that might be an explanation.  No 
sound of gunfire was heard prior to the 
parachute descending.  Her body was 
never recovered and all that remains is 
the memory of an extraordinary aviator.  
So who was the second intrepid 
woman flyer whose death was most 
sinister and even more mysterious?  
For that you must await next month’s 
“Faith Matters”. 

Roger Bryant

 

Visit to Uganda
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Our trip to Uganda was to visit a few 
projects based in the Mbale region of 
the country.  The main project and 
where we spent the majority of our 
time was the Bunghoko Rural 
Development centre. 

Rural Development Centre.  The 
Rural Development Centre is owned by 
Church Army Africa and is run with the 
help of two Church Mission Society 
(CMS) mission partners Bob and 
Rosalind Arnold, with whom we stayed 
in their lovely bungalow at the centre.  
The main focus of the centre is 
vocational training for young people in 
skills such as carpentry, tailoring, 
masonry and farming.  The skills the 
students learn at the centre enable 
them to go back into the community to 
work and earn a living, often some of 
them will be the only bread winners in 
a family sometimes supporting parents 
and many siblings.  The centre’s 
mission is very much to ‘help people 
help themselves’ and it is having a 
great success.   

The centre has a demonstration farm 
where students can learn efficient 
ways of using their land for crops and 
keeping animals.  One area of great 
success has been the introduction of 
large goats.  These have been 
imported from South Africa and are 
considerably larger than the goats 
already in Uganda.  For a small fee 
people in the area can bring their 
female goats to be ‘served’ and 
produce larger kids.  The goats are 
used primarily for meat.  

The other area that the centre works in 
is the local villages where they have 
begun digging wells.  In June 2007 
they began digging 10 wells 6 of which 
had been completed.  When we left the 

centre they had just received funding 
to dig another 10 wells.  This of course 
is of such enormous benefit to the 
people to have clean water and saves 
the women so much time.   

A more recent project has been that of 
working with people in the outlying 
villages (mainly the women) to form 
something similar to a co-operative.  
The women meet on a weekly basis 
and bring to each meeting a small 
amount of money.  One group we 
visited had used the money they raised 
to rent some land and grow crops.  
They had grown enough crops to feed 
their families and also extra to sell at 
market.  The extra money is put back 
into the pot and members can borrow 
money for school fess, medical 
expenses, etc.  This work with the 
villages has given the women a 
purpose and for many has enabled 
them to become a community of 
people rather than people just existing 
as neighbours in the same village. 

The centre runs a Nursery School held 
every day from 8am to 12-noon.  This 
gives the local children a great start in 
their education.  They begin their day 
with a work out and breakfast, and 
have classes in English and basic 
reading skills.  The children really 
seem to really enjoy their time at the 
Nursery School. 

Retired Clergy.  The other project we 
visited was the work the church is 
doing with retired clergy in the Mbale 
Diocese.  (Retired clergy in Uganda 
don’t receive any pension and rely 
solely on the gifts of other people and 
farming their land to produce food).  
The work with retired clergy has been 
supported by St James Church, 
Emsworth, over a number of years (it 
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was begun by a previous incumbent); 
we met some of the people involved 
with the work.  The main problem the 
clergy has is that they have spent their 
working lives as priests and are not 
familiar with working on the land.  It is 
hoped that some of the money we 
raised will be used to give the clergy 
some training in how to work on the 
land.   

As we were travelling around the rural 
areas of Mbale, the absolute poverty 
that people are living in was very 
evident.  People still have to walk miles 
to fetch water, although the centre is 
working to dig wells in the villages, but 
like anything it takes time and money.  
Driving around during the day we saw 
many children walking to school (often 
walking a few miles) and many of them 
on dusty roads with no shoes.  My 
daughter Emily spent some time 
working in the Nursery at the centre, 
and one of the staff asked her how far 
she had to travel to get water in 
England.  She didn’t have the heart to 
say that we just turn on a tap!  Just 
one of the many things which we take 
for granted but for them is not even a 
luxury. 

We had some amazing experiences, 
like worshipping one Sunday at a 
church in the country which was no 
more than a mud hut, but with a 
congregation that really had such a 
faith and vitality.  Tom (my husband) 
felt so privileged when they invited him 
to preach and to baptise some of their 
children.  

We were lucky enough to have a few 
days safari at Murchison Falls Park for 
the last part of our trip.  This is a vast 
area which is now the largest game 
reserve in Uganda.  During the reign of 

Idi Armin the game was hunted to very 
near extinction, but thanks to years of 
work by the Uganda Wildlife Authority 
is now making a good recovery.  We 
were lucky enough to see giraffe, 
elephants, antelope and my daughter 
(who is lion mad) was delighted when 
we came across a mother and three 
cubs in a bush.  The River Nile makes 
its way through the park, so one 
afternoon we had a boat ride up to the 
spectacular Murchison Falls and saw 
hippos in their hundreds, crocodiles 
and so many different species of birds 
-I think we lost count.  We stayed in a 
Banda in the Red Chilli rest camp 
which was a great place to stay.  We 
were surrounded by wildlife, warthogs, 
storks and even at night hippos would 
come to the camp to find food.  It was 
quite unnerving being in your bed and 
hearing them roaming around - glad 
we weren’t in a tent! 

There is so much more I could say 
about our time in Uganda, but this is 
just a brief summary of our visit.  The 
warm welcome we received by the 
people we met was truly humbling, and 
the hospitality we received, particularly 
in people’s homes, was truly amazing.  
Uganda is a beautiful country with 
fertile land but is hampered by a very 
poor road system (which the 
government is trying to rectify).  We 
will definitely go back and hope while 
we are in England to keep fundraising 
for the fantastic work people are doing. 

My husband, who is the Curate of the 
Parish of Warblington with Emsworth, 
was very disciplined and kept a 
detailed journal which he has 
published on his website at 
www.tomkennar.com where you can 
see many pictures of our visit. 

http://www.tomkennar.com/
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Clare Kennar

 

Congratulations to Fr Dudley Gummer, who celebrates his 80th birthday on 

the 3rd January.  Fr Gummer still takes services in Havant and keeps in touch with 
his training Incumbent, Canon Brown, with whom he served in the parish of 
Deptford.  Most recently Fr Gummer took the 8am Christmas morning service at St 
Nicholas, Langstone – so this comes with much love and gratitude from all at St 
Faith’s and St Nicholas to you and Jane. 

 

Burns Night 
The Burns Night is on Saturday 26th January at 7pm in the church hall.  Tickets are 
£8 and include a traditional supper.  Come along and enjoy Scottish dancing, a 
good fun evening.  To ensure you get your tickets, book early.  Tickets available 
from Sandra Haggan. 
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PCC Meeting 26 November 2007 
Elections Dr David Atchison was 
elected to the PCC and Mr Geoff 
Porter co-opted on to the committee to 
fill our two vacancies caused by the 
resignation of Sue Casey and Jackie 
Udy. 

Treasurer’s Team David was 
appointed Hon. Treasurer responsible 
for budgets and reports, Geoff would 
make payments and bank deposits and 
Roger Simmons would do the book-
keeping from January.  Until then, 
Messrs Morris Crocker would do the 
book-keeping and would prepare the 
2007 Accounts. 

St Faith’s Personnel Sandra Hagan 
had been appointed a Reader in 
Training.  She would be standing down 
as Churchwarden in April.  Bruce 
Strugnell continues as Head Server. 

Finance Report The Restoration and 
Redevelopment Appeal Committee 
had disbanded.  The meeting 
expressed appreciation for their 
magnificent work.  Fundraising would 
continue through the individuals 
already active in events like the Town 
Fair. 

Property Development Group 

Report The favoured bid for the Christ 
Church site had been considered good 
by Messrs Hughes Ellard and had 
been submitted to the Diocesan Board 
of Finance.  Drawings had been 
produced by our architects for the 
renovation and development of Church 
House and Coach House.  

 

PDG Meeting 29 November 2007 
Our architects attended the meeting 
and presented their plans for the 
renovation of Church House & Coach 
House, the Church Extension and the 
Vestry. 

Church House & Coach House.  The 
layout agreed was for one 2-bedroom 
flat and one 3-bedroom flat on the 1st 
floor and four rooms on the ground 
floor which can be used for a nursery 
or for offices or a combination of both.  
The Coach House shop would be 
made open plan where possible and a 
changing room and toilet provided, 
with additional storage outside of the 
shop in a newly constructed out-
building. 

Church Extension & Vestry.  The 
latest proposed plans now meet most 

of our requirements. 

Financial Plan.  It was agreed that a 
second CAF bank current account for 
the Development Fund should be 
opened and linked with the COIF 
Restoration deposit account so that 
the Restoration & Development funds 
can be kept separate from ordinary 
Parish finances. 

Christchurch Centre.  The diocesan 
solicitor is preparing a contract for 
sale. 

HBC St. Faith’s Conservation Area 

Review.  Concerns were expressed 
that 1 & 2 Churchfields were to be 
included in the Conservation Area.
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Visit to Armenia 
Anyone with an interest in the history 
of Christianity ought to know 
something about one of the oldest 
churches of all - the Armenian 
Apostolic Church.  Unfortunately, we in 
the West are largely ignorant of the 
fascinating and at times tragic story of 
Armenia.  Alan and I have recently 
returned from a visit to that country, in 
which we learned a lot about the 
history and visited churches and 
monasteries. 

Armenia lies on the neck of land 
between the Black and Caspian Seas 
and is surrounded by four countries - 
Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Iran.  
It has had the misfortune to be fought 
over and subjugated by succeeding 
waves of invaders during the last 3,000 
years - Assyrians, Persians, Alexander 
the Great, Romans, Arabs, Seljuk 
Turks and Mongols. 

It is amazing that the Armenian people 
have managed to keep their identity, 
rather than be absorbed into the ranks 
of the invaders.  The reason for this is 
the phenomenon that had stimulated 
my curiosity and brought me to 
Armenia - the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. 

Christianity was first brought to 
Armenia in the second half of the 1st 
Century AD by Saints Thaddeus and 
Bartholomew, two of Christ's apostles 
(hence the name of the Church).  
Then, at some time between 301 and 
314, St. Gregory the Illuminator 
converted and baptized the King of 
Armenia and Christianity was adopted 
as the State Religion - even before that 
happened in Rome.  This is perhaps 
the most important event in Armenian 

history, because the Armenian people 
are defined by their Church and 
together they have survived 
persecution and martyrdom - common 
occurrences in the life of the Nation. 

100 years later, in 406, Mesrob 
Mashdotz invented the Armenian 
alphabet (quite unlike ours), so that the 
Holy Scriptures could become 
accessible to the people. This ushered 
in a period of intense development of 
the Church and culture.  In Yerevan, 
the capital city, we visited the 
Matenadaran Museum of Manuscripts, 
purpose-built to house 14,000 
Armenian illuminated manuscripts in 
controlled atmospheric conditions.  Of 
course, only a small number are on 
display at any one time - but what 
treasures!  They are beautifully 
painted, like the medieval manuscripts 
with which we are familiar, but in a 
different style and using the Armenian 
alphabet, rather than Latin. 

The purpose of these books was to aid 
worship and was intended to be 
displayed on the altar.  There are a few 
surviving examples that predate the 
Arab conquest in 640.  The 
subsequent suppression of Christianity 
by the Muslim invaders meant that 
artistic activity was suspended until the 
end of the Arab occupation in the 9th 
Century.  After that, the art flourished.  
The large number of manuscripts that 
have survived show how valuable they 
were considered to be and how closely 
they were guarded in times of danger.  
Most of them were saved by people 
fleeing the country in successive 
waves of the Armenian Diaspora.  
Many were unable to take any of their 
possessions with them, but they 
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carried the manuscripts from their 
Churches to prevent their destruction.  
Since the building of the Museum, 
these manuscripts have been and are 
being returned, now that there is a 
place of safety for them.  What an 
inspiring story! 

We visited many churches and 
monasteries - some high in the 
mountains.  We went in a minibus on 
hair-raising drives up hairpin bends like 
in Switzerland, but on dirt tracks - and 
no seat belts!  It was terrifying at times, 
but well worth it for the views from the 
top.  Those early Armenians certainly 
liked to site their monasteries in 
inaccessible places - understandable 
when you consider how often they 
were pillaged and destroyed over the 
centuries.  Armenian churches have a 
distinctive style.  There is always a 
cupola, pointed in shape, unlike the 
rounded ones with which we are more 
familiar.  Inside, at the eastern end, 
there is a high, raised platform with 
steps leading up to it at the side.  The 
altar table is there.  The congregation 
stands in the main part of the church, 
as is the custom in other Orthodox 
Churches.  There are some differences 
in theology between the two branches 
of the Byzantine tradition, concerning 
Christ's Divine and Human natures.  
The Armenian Apostolic Church 
belongs to the group of Oriental (Non-
Chalcedonian) Orthodox Churches, 
which includes the Coptic, Syrian, 
Ethiopian and Indian Malabar 
Churches. 

You can't visit Armenia without being 
aware of the strength of feeling which 
still exists about the Armenian 
Genocide, particularly that of 1915.  
This is not the place to go into details 

about the convoluted politics of the late 
19th Century, in Tsarist Russian times, 
when half a million Armenians were 
massacred.  Later, the Ottoman 
Empire entered the First World War on 
the German side and suffered a 
crushing defeat from the Russians, 
who were fighting on the Allied side.  
The Ottoman Turks became suspicious 
about the loyalty of their large 
Armenian population, who were 
Christian, like the Russians.  In 1915, 
all able-bodied men were sent away 
with the army and were worked to 
death or massacred.  The remaining 
people - women, children and old men 
- were uprooted from their villages and 
sent on a forced march, ostensibly for 
'resettlement', into the desert, where 
they died of starvation.  At the same 
time, massacres were carried out in all 
the other regions of the Ottoman 
Empire.  There is no doubt that one 
and a half million souls perished in the 
first genocide of the 20th Century.  No 
Turkish government has ever accepted 
that these events happened. 

In Yerevan there stands a wonderful 
new Cathedral, which was opened in 
2001, to celebrate 1,700 years of 
Christianity in Armenia.  It was paid for 
by funds sent from the people of the 
Diaspora from all over the world.  Even 
those born overseas hold on to a 
strong feeling for their Armenian 
heritage and come on regular visits. 

It was a positive experience for us to 
go to a country where the Christian 
Faith is still held to be of such 
importance.  Perhaps what we need 
here in the West is a bit of persecution 
to stiffen our resolve!   

Frances Joyce
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West Side Story 
The Dynamo Youth Theatre (DYT), 
who rehearses in the Church Hall, is 
performing “West Side Story” as their 
Christmas show.  There are seven 
performances at the Havant Arts 
Centre, Thursday 3 to Saturday 5 
January and Thursday 10 to Saturday 
12 January at 7.30pm, with a matinee 

at 2.30pm on Saturday 12 January.  
Tickets cost £8 & £6 from the Box 
Office (023 9247 2700) at the Havant 
Arts Centre.  You may recall that the 
DYT put on the excellent production of 
“The Roses of Eyam” in St. Faith’s 
Church in July 2007. 

 
Greetings 

With the song of the angels to cheer you 
The spirit of the Christ child near you 

The good shepherd walking beside you 
The star of the east to guide you 

With friends who are constant and dear 
Peace be yours through the coming year. 

Best wishes to everyone at St. Faith’s 

Judy and Innis 
 

Child Minder for Summer 2008 

Chloe, the 19 year old daughter of a friend of ours in France is looking for a family 
to take her in for part of this summer, e.g., July and/or August. In return she would 
be happy to act as an experienced child minder (any age– she comes from a large 
family!).  Her plan is to use the time to improve her spoken English.  If you are 
interested, please call Jan or Carmen Stuart on 023 9247 0335 for more details. 
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now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

 
Brookfield Hotel 

EMSWORTH 
Seeking a relaxing break away, 

in home-from-home comfort or a welcome ambience for a family get 
together, you will find unique service and value at 

The Brookfield Hotel. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to 

tempt everyone!!! 
Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 

E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

http://www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 
Solid Wood 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
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St Faith’s January 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.Unoccupied stevedore perhaps 

sponges off friends (10) 

Across 
 1.After losing one’s hair – smart style?  

Nonsense (10) 
 8.Nothing on allowance in this speech 

(7) 
 9.Come back to it and accept reality (5) 
10.Only a piece of fibre left after jungle 

beast returned (4) 
11.”The -------- jammed and the colonel 

dead” (8) 
13.Way to lie, being quiet and unnoticed 

(5) 
14.Catches one’s accoutrements (5) 
16.Given a rose for a tasty dish (8) 
17.Measurement of a work area (4) 
20.There he sat as serving dish came 

around (5) 
21.Performance cancelled for decisive 

game (4-3) 

Down  
 1.Appropriate study for Prime Minister 

(5) 
 3.Sign of frost comes up for Islamic ruler 

(4) 
 5.Starlike quality allows turning up late 

(8) 
 7.Ibsen wrote of them – a miser saw 

them (6) 
13.Dramatic victim of regicide north of the 

border (4,2) 
18.Give way to being liberate another 

way (5) 

 2.Usherette’s torch shows the way for 
prominent person (7,5) 

 4.Impression on little Alfred of teeth (6) 
 6.Inebriate in an aristocratic way 

(5,2,1,4) 
12.Rod’s tale about a heavenly guiding 

light (8) 
15.Said to move on wide grassy plain 

(6) 
19.Mafia man changes pitch of guitar 

(4) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th January please! 
Answers to December 2007 Crossword 
Across: 1.St Nicholas, 8.Leveret, 9.Moody, 10.Mere, 11.Germinal, 13.Ophir, 14.Nitid, 16.Diligent, 
17.Verb, 20.Onset, 21.Tarpeia, 22.Archimedes. 
 Down: 1.Salem, 2.Nevertheless, 3.Cere, 4.Ostler, 5.Armament, 6.Round the Bend, 7.Eyelid, 
12.Dragster, 13.Odds On, 15.Snitch, 18.Bears, 19.Trim. 
Three entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Ruth Tunks. 

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11 

 
       

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          
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Word Search – Parts of the Anatomy 
Can you find the parts of the anatomy in the grid below?  Words may be read 
forwards, backwards, up or down and are in straight lines.   

 

ANKLE FOOT LIVER 
ARM HAND LUNG 
BACK HEAD MOUTH 
CHEEK HEART NECK 
CHEST HIP NOSE 
CHIN KIDNEY SHOULDER 
EAR KNEE TEETH 
ELBOW KNUCKLE THIGH 
EYE LEG TOE 
FINGER LIP TONGUE 

 
 
 

L U O H S Y V M R A H K G N O T 

K N U C L E H G F H N K I T E E 

I V B K E E H C P I H K O D Y E 

D Y L K A E I E M G N U L O F T 

N U E R A H S E O U M G U E O C 

E F T S E C H N C N N O E C N H 

L O L Y H D O K E K G I U R O E 

B K E I P I L C U H C E H K C F 

F D N I F E E U L W L E I C I I 

I H N I G U T O O F M D N H T N 

N T N A G E Y B K H N O A E H B 

G E A N H A L A E I S P U S I A 

H E O H C E N C L E D O F T G C 

E T E E A K A K I A R N A E H A 

A Y O R Y U I D V D U R E V I L 

R H I E L B C H E O F H S Y O T 
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Restoration & Redevelopment Committee 

Last month the R&R committee under 
the chairmanship of Paul Utting 
decided to bring a close to their work.  
The R&R committee have been raising 
funds for the church's restoration since 
2002, when funds were needed to 
repair the tower roof.  They have been 
highly successful in this time, raising 
near to £100,000, and overseeing the 
initiation of the Town Fair.  Our very 
grateful thanks go to the outgoing 
committee, who are: Paul Utting 
(Chair), Sara Freeston (Secretary), 
Roger Simmons (Treasurer), Joy 
Utting, Sandra Haggan, Joan Burrows, 
Ken & Mary Bracher. 

The decision to close the committee 
was made partly because a clear way 
forward was envisaged.  I am pleased 
to say this way forward involves the 
continuation as Treasurer by Roger 

Simmons, and by members of the 
former committee in their involvement 
in co-coordinating specific events, 
such as the Saturday Coffee mornings 
(last month’s was our most successful 
ever, taking around £500). 

In addition to this I am pleased to 
announce that Martin Poliszczuk has 
agreed to take on the role of Events 
Co-ordinator.  Martin will be 
responsible for establishing events in 
our diary for 2008 (we already have a 
Flower Festival booked for June as 
well as the Town Fair for September), 
and for liaising with the co-ordinators 
of individual events.  Therefore if you 
would like to offer to host or co-
ordinate an event in the parish please 
contact Martin (023 9247 6001). 

 David

 

Congratulations to Choir Members 
Congratulations to Louise Hedley, 
Anna Hudson, Eva Poliszczuk and 
Emma Smith for the award of the dark 
blue level of the Royal School of 
Church Music (RSCM) on 2 December 
2007 and to Beth Udy for the award of 
the light blue level.  The awards 
require 12-18 months study to achieve 
and students are examined in theory, 

singing and knowledge of music.  
There are four levels for the RSCM 
“Voice for Life” scheme – Light Blue 
(beginners), Dark Blue, Red and 
Yellow.  They apply to both children 
and adults.  Well done to Sylvia Willey, 
our Musical Director/Organist for 
helping them to achieve their awards. 

 

Tearfund “Lasangne Lunch” 15 November 2007 
A letter has been received from Mrs Allison Liu, the Donor Care Manager for 
Tearfund thanking those attending the “Lasangne Lunch” at Mary & Ken Bracher’s 
home for the generosity in sending £105.   
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Visit to Ghana 

On 18th November 2007 our Inter-
Diocesan West Africa Link (IDWAL) 
link parish, the Anglican church of St. 
John the Divine in Nsawam, celebrated 
its 90th anniversary.  As St. Faith’s 
IDWAL representatives, we travelled to 
Ghana in response to an invitation to 
represent our church at the 
celebrations.  This was our second 
visit in two years. 

There may be concerns about 
declining congregations in the UK, but 
West Africa is a centre of growth in the 
Anglican Church.  At a time of 
uncertainty in the world-wide Anglican 
Communion, IDWAL is an important 
channel of communication and 
friendship, providing opportunities for 
developing understanding between 
cultures and for sharing faith, 
encouraging mission, and for mutual 
support through prayer, 
correspondence and personal contact.  
IDWAL’s main priority isn’t financial 
support; but, due to the immense 
economic disparity between Ghana 
and the UK, Havant Deanery and 
several parishes in our diocese provide 
support for a number of Church and 
community projects. 

In both our visits to Ghana, we have 

been struck by the high profile of the 
Christian faith there.  Shops and 
businesses commonly take Christian 
slogans as their title - “God’s Way 
Hardware Store”, “Hope in Christ 
Beauty Salon”.  Taxis (the most 
common vehicles on the roads) and 
lorries generally display phrases like 
“My Lord is good”, “Trust in God”, “God 
is power”.  There is a plethora of 
churches, the most prominent being 
Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist, and 
Roman Catholic.  A high proportion of 
schools are faith schools.  Adjacent to 
St. John the Divine is an Anglican 
infant school, a junior school, and a 
secondary school; and we were taken 
to visit other Anglican schools within 
the parish and its ‘outstations’.  In 
collaboration with the Ghanaian 
government the Church is also 
involved in health care, e.g., building 
and supporting clinics in rural areas.  

At Easter 2006 we travelled with four 
other IDWAL representatives from 
churches in Havant Deanery.  That 
inspiring trip, described in the June 
2006 issue of “Faith Matters” (still 
accessible on St. Faith’s website), 
gave us two weekends in Nsawam, 
separated by a week of IDWAL visits to 
other places in Kofuridua Diocese.  
This time we travelled alone and were 
able to spend most of our twelve days 
getting to know the new priest Canon 
Seth, the people of St. John the Divine, 
the community served by the church, 
and something of life in this part of 
Africa.  We found real hospitality, 
friendship, and strong Christian faith; 
we were welcomed into people’s 
homes, and an interesting well-thought 
out itinerary was arranged for us.  We 
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had a chance to renew old friendships, 
e.g., with the church warden Janette 
Wilson with whom we and Sandra 
Haggan have been corresponding, and 
to form new friendships, particularly 
with Nana Amonoo Smith, Chairman of 
the Anniversary Committee.  Janette 
and Nana are the representatives for 
whom we hope to arrange a visit to St. 
Faith’s in 2008.  

The highlight of this visit was the 
weekend of celebrations marking the 
90th Anniversary of St. John the Divine, 
founded in 1917 when an English 
expatriate together with sixteen 
Ghanaians were led by the Holy Spirit 
to establish an Anglican church in a 
large cocoa shed on the site of the 
present building.  The Anglican Church 
in Ghana traces its roots to the 19th 
Century and the ‘Anglo-Catholic 
revival’.  This is evident in the ‘high-
church’ feel of its services (lots of 
incense), but that has been combined 
with a strong commitment to 
evangelism and outreach.  This is 
especially evident in Nsawam, as 
reflected in the special souvenir 90th 
Anniversary Service booklet:  The 
Bishop’s message emphasises that 
“there is only one way for salvation, 
and that is in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The parish is therefore 
challenged to proclaim the name of 
Jesus in every nook and cranny of the 
parish, to lift high the cross of Christ 
and to make Him known at all times”.  
Canon Seth’s message says, “Our 
vision is to reach out in tolerance and 
dedication.  We should not be an 
inward church, but try to preach the 
gospel to all and sundry.  St. John’s 
has been a true mother-church in the 
diocese, having given birth to Suhum, 
Kibi, and Adaeso, which are now sub-

parishes.  St. John’s now has five 
outstations and our vision is to make 
these outstations parishes in a 
decade”   Likewise, in his Chairman’s 
message; Nana Smith asks “Have we 
been active in the church?  On 
Evangelism, I wish to urge you all to 
take it seriously.  Within the next ten 
years let us focus on winning souls for 
Christ, so that we could double our 
membership before we celebrate our 
100th anniversary”. 

The Anniversary celebrations began in 
an atmosphere of joyful exuberance 
with a ‘parish picnic’ on Saturday.  This 
turned out not to be a ‘picnic’ as we 
understand it but a 3-mile parade of 
two hundred church members through 
the town, complete with banners, brass 
band (think ‘New Orleans’ rather than 
‘Salvation Army’ here), and marshals, 
and with everyone (ourselves included) 
kitted out in specially designed polo-
shirts and baseball caps.  The 
occasion was very joyful and relaxed, 
to the extent that the whole procession 
ended up by dancing, rather than 
marching, through the streets despite 
the heat, before returning to the church 
for much-needed cold drinks.  

The Anniversary service on Sunday 
was not only an important event for St. 
John the Divine, but also for the 
Anglican Church.  This was underlined 
by the participation of the recently 
retired Archbishop of West Africa (who 
del
ive
re
d 
th
e 
se
rm
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on), the Bishop of Kofuridua, various 
canons, and a representative of the 
Government whose speech highlighted 
the importance of the Anglican Church 
in Ghana and its contribution to the life 
of the country.  Reporters and film 
crews from three TV channels were 
present.  The service, in Twi and 
English, lasted 6½-hours(!) and was 
attended by over two hundred people 
of all ages (not all of whom could fit 
inside the church), dressed in 
traditional African robes made from a 
specially-designed fabric incorporating 
a picture of the church building – they 
had very kindly taken our 
measurements and made us robes 
too.  It was a most impressive and 
moving occasion that included: a 
solemn mass, with lots of incense; 
prayers; sermons; addresses; 
presentations of awards; a lot of music 
– mainly Hymns Ancient & Modern to 
familiar tunes but with a distinctly 
African rhythm which had everyone 
present (bishops included) swaying, 
dancing and waving handkerchiefs.  
There were three separate collections, 
in which everyone – elderly people and 

young parents with babes in arms - 
danced rhythmically up the aisle to 
place their contributions in a large bowl 
before dancing back to their pews.  
Following the celebration of Holy 
Communion, we were invited to 
address the congregation. We read the 
message that Father David had 
prepared, then presented a card and 
the gift of the thurible on behalf of St. 
Faiths; this was very well-received.  
Later, Canon Seth presented a number 
of awards to members of the 
congregation who had made particular 
contributions to the life of the church; 
these not only included medals, but 
also seven St. Faith’s mugs which we 
had taken out with us.  

The trip was a wonderful and 
transforming experience which has 
deepened our understanding of the 
Anglican faith as lived-out in Ghana, 
and which will assist in strengthening 
the link between St. Faith’s and St. 
John’s.  

Michael & Ann Fluck 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Mrs Sandra Haggan (Churchwarden)  

Dr David Atchison (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Fiona Hedley Mr Barry Hudson 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mr Geoff Porter 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole 

 Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representative: Mrs Shirley Caunter Dr Michael Fluck 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer and 

Secretary. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street, Hall Complex), Peter Appleby (Secretary) 

(Christchurch Bungalow), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott (St. 

Faith’s Church), Sylvia Willey and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC. Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report.  Members: Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott and Paul Utting. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Rector, 
Colin Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird and Martin 
Poliszczuk. 

 

 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Dr David Atchison 023 9247 5747 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Audrey Currie 023 9247 9937 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop Mrs Sheila Warlow 023 9247 5447 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always welcome 
and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church House, The Pallant, 
or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on the 1st of each month, with a 
print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th January 8.00am Eucharist 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE (without Eucharist) 

 6.00pm EPIPHANY EUCHARIST 

 

Sunday 13th January 8.00am Eucharist 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EPIPHANY 9.15am Youth Church at 5 Meadowlands 

THE BAPTISM 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  

OF CHRIST 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 20th January 8.00am Eucharist 

THIRD SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EPIPHANY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Service for Christian Unity at the 
  United Reformed Church 
 

Sunday 27th January 8.00am Eucharist 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club & Crèche in Church House 

OF EPIPHANY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 3rd February 8.00am Eucharist 

CANDLEMAS 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Wed. 6th February 

ASH WEDNESDAY 7.30pm Eucharist with Ashing 
 

 MIDWEEK SERVICES 

Monday  9.15am Eucharist 

Tuesday 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 

Saturday 9.00am Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com). 
 

 
From the Registers – December 

19th Funeral of John Starling 

http://www.stfaith.com/

