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From the Rector - Moving On 
It does not seem five minutes ago that 
I arrived in Havant and was inducted 
as Rector.  It was in fact seven years 
ago (11th June 2001 to be precise).  I 
remember my first Sunday.  Sophia, 
my younger daughter, not quite two 
years old, had held my hand as I 
processed out of church at the end of 
the service.  Earlier she and sister 
Elise joined two other newcomers that 
day, Louise and Ruth Hedley, along 
with Janice Knight’s two boys, in the 
inaugural meeting of a Sunday Club.  
The mothers of those children, Susan, 
Fiona and Janice led the children into 
the Choir Vestry during the first hymn 
and, after their activities, brought them 
into the church for communion.  Lovely 
to think now how that Sunday Club has 
grown and evolved over the last seven 
years, moving into its own dedicated 
space in the Church House, utilising 
the Godly Play room and all the insight 
that rich spiritual tool brings.  Deborah 
has done so much in that time to lead 
the club and as she prepares to hand 
over now, I am confident that under 
Kate’s leadership the children will 
continue to thrive. 

Going back to that first Sunday I said 
that I wouldn’t change anything in the 
first six months apart from bringing the 
services into line with Common 
Worship, which had been in place for a 
year and a half.  At one point I held an 
open meeting in the Rectory to discuss 
the format of the main Sunday morning 
service.  Over 30 people came and 
expressed their views and my opinion 
was formed by listening to them.  This 
set the tone for all change that has 
taken place in the parish since then: 
inviting opinion from all those involved 

in the church and listening to them.  
While the decisions have been made 
by the Church Council and me, this 
truly consultative approach has 
enabled the congregation to know that 
their contributions to the life of the 
church are both important and vital for 
the mission of the church to succeed. 

So, of the things I celebrate as I 
prepare to leave Havant, the increased 
sense of the value of each member of 
the congregation’s ministry is perhaps 
the most significant.  Because 
everyone is important to God, they are 
important ministers of the church and 
missioners to the world.  It is crucial 
that the church consistently reinforces 
this central message of Jesus.  The 
fruit of this message is to see church 
groups continue to evolve, adapting to 
the changing needs around them, and 
people offering themselves in service.  
Take the Parish Shop for example.  
When Edna Gomersall announced her 
retirement from running the Parish 
Shop at the age of 90 (the shop she 
had started on Father Brown’s request 
and had raised thousands of pounds 
over the years, supporting the needs of 
an array of people) we never thought 
that just one person would be able to 
take it on.  But Sheila Warlow came 
forward – very modestly – and has 
helped the volunteers continue to take 
part in this ministry.  Likewise staff and 
volunteers keep coming forward to 
maintain all these (and more) 
ministries in the life of the church: the 
Choir, Youth Club, Women’s group, 
Men’s group, Bible Study group, Youth 
Church, PCC, PDG, BMC, Flower 
Arrangers, Church cleaners, Readers, 
Intercessors, Visitors, Servers, Bell 
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Ringers, Refreshment makers, Town 
Fair committee, First Communion 
preparation, Art group, Bible Reading 
Fellowship, the Pastoral Centre, 
Mission to St John’s (Ghana) and 
Sendai (Japan).  

And now, for the first time in many 
years, we have sponsored a Reader in 
training in Sandra Haggan.  She is 
loved by you all, so I know you will 
support her as her ministry continues 
to flourish. 

The Property Development Group has 
worked extremely hard to provide 
viable plans for the PCC to approve 
and has achieved much.  I am sorry to 
be leaving before the fruit of their 
labours are available to all, but I know 
that they are a capable group, who 
enjoy the confidence of the PCC, are 
well led by Jan Stuart, and who know 
their guidance by the Holy Spirit.  In 
God’s time their work will come to 
fruition and the church’s ministry and 
mission will be greatly enhanced as 
they liberate the church and its 
facilities for the community to enjoy.  I 
am convinced that the final plan will be 
one that all can appreciate – on the 
one hand maintaining the dignity of a 
church that has been prayed in for 
centuries and on the other, making the 
space flexible, accessible and inviting 
enough for the whole community to 
utilise. 

So, while I acknowledge there are 
many challenges ahead, I am sure that 
the church in Havant and Langstone is 
in good shape – strong in faith and 
love, and determined to minister to the 
people of this area. 

From my point of view I move on to 
make a new start, in a new parish in a 
different country.  St Mark’s, Barrington 

Hills, is an Episcopal Church, part of 
the Anglican Communion.  It too faces 
its challenges – many similar to ours, 
such as a building project and how 
best to engage with the community 
while at the same time offering its 
membership the chance to grow in the 
Lord.  I look forward to moving to this 
new place, but for now I say farewell to 
you, my friends here in Havant. 

Let me finish by thanking you for the 
wonderful support you have given me 
in this seven year span, and for the 
love you have shared with Susan and 
our girls, Elise and Sophia.  You have 
taken us to your hearts and we have 
been at home here.  I would like to 
thank especially the Churchwardens 
who have all been magnificent.  Roger 
Bryant (who continues to serve as 
Secretary) and Colin Warlow (who 
served faithfully as Churchwarden for a 
remarkable 18 years) appointed me.  
Sandra Haggan and Jan Stuart have 
given me unstinting support over the 
last five years.  They have been 
magnificent in encouraging, 
challenging, discussing everything that 
has been before us and we have had 
the distinction of standing together on 
all matters.  I am sure that in Graham 
Frost they have a worthy successor.  
My thanks to the leaders of all the 
churches in Havant, who have worked 
together most graciously.  To the 
leaders of the community, such as our 
Ward Councillors, members of the 
local Business Group, hirers of the Hall 
and Church House, the British Legion, 
local retailers, business people and the 
Market Traders, who have worked with 
us well for the good of the community, I 
express my heartfelt thanks. 

Be assured that you will stay always in 
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my prayers.  May God continue to 
bless you, 

David

 

From the Editor 
The Archdeacon chaired a meeting 
with the PCC on 12 June and provided 
details of filling the vacancy for a new 
Rector when Fr David departs on 27 
July.  Details of the meeting are on 
page 10.  As you will see, Resolution B 
is currently extant having been 
approved by the PCC on 16 November 
2000.  It is important that you let PCC 
members know whether this resolution 
should now be rescinded or should 
remain extant.  Although this will be 
discussed at the PCC meeting on 3 
July, the final decision will be taken at 
the PCC meeting on 18 August which 
will be chaired by the Rural Dean. 

During Christian Aid fortnight in the 
Church Hall in May, I bought a book by 

James Patterson “along came a 
spider”.  Having just read Roger 
Bryant’s article on “The Lindbergh 
Mystery” in the April edition of “Faith 
Matters” I was surprised when the first 
words of the Prologue were “The 
Charles Lindbergh farmhouse ….” in 
New Jersey in March 1932 and ended 
with “He, not Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann, was the Lindbergh baby 
kidnapper.”  You may have read the 
book or seen the film.  I found it one of 
those books that you didn’t want to put 
down. 

Colin Carter 

 

Congratulations to Choir Members 
Amy Frost and Eleanor Toole have been admitted into the Choir as probationers. 
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Airspeed 
Last month we looked at the civil side 
of this company but now we look at the 
Airspeed at war.  Without doubt the 
greatest military glider of the Second 
World War was the Airspeed Horsa, 
designed by Hessell Tiltman.  While 
plans for the glider were being 
produced, Swan Hunter sold their 
share of Airspeed to the huge de 
Havilland Aircraft Company in June 
1940.  The requirement of Airspeed 
was to produce a glider to carry 
between 24 and 36 fully armed troops.  
It had to be capable of being produced 
in sections by the furniture industry 
and then rapidly assembled by the 
RAF.  Astonishingly, 695 were 
produced at the Airspeed’s 
Christchurch factory and the furniture 
industry produced 2,732.  A grand total 
of 3,655 Horsas were produced. 

This is what Lieutenant Colonel 
George Chatterton, commander of the 
Glider Pilot Regiment, had to say 
about the Horsa to the Portsmouth 
News in 1976.   “No one else in the 
world did anything like this and there 
could not have been battles like 
Arnhem without flying in the troops and 
guns.  I do not think that many people 
today realize the part those gliders 
played in the war.   Those Horsas were 
wonderful things; they took off like 
birds.”  A total of 2,000 Horsas were 
deployed for the Normandy landings 
and they delivered around 7,000 tons 
of equipment.  On 17 September 1944, 

478 Horsas took off for Arnhem 
delivering troops, six pounder anti-tank 
guns and jeeps.  In four days of fierce 
fighting, Horsas made 600 landings, 
delivering 4,500 men, 95 guns plus 
jeeps and larger vehicles.   

The human cost was high.  The 
casualties of the Glider Pilot Regiment 
in this heroic battle were 23 officers 
and 286 other ranks killed, while 31 
officers and 438 other ranks were 
taken prisoner.  The glider pilots were 
truly magnificent.  Apart from their 
extraordinary flying skill, once on the 
ground they had to fight in almost 
every position in the field.  Their 
bravery was such that during the war 
they suffered 50% casualties and won 
175 decorations for bravery.  After the 
war, the Airspeed retained its identity 
despite the huge de Havilland 
Company of which it was a small part.  
It would take too long to detail the 
post-war achievements of Airspeed 
through to its closure in 1968.  
Perhaps we should finish with the 
words of the last Airspeed manager, 
George Statham.  On the day of the 
closure of his factories at Portsmouth 
and Christchurch, he said “I came here 
as a de Havilland man but I soon 
recognized the strength of the 
Airspeed tradition.  Frankly, I now look 
upon myself as an Airspeed man!” 

Roger Bryant 
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Bedenham Explosion 
I wonder if any of you remember an 
incident on the evening of the 14 July 
1950 when six lighters being loaded 
with ammunition at Bedenham Pier, 
Gosport, in the Royal Naval Armament 
Supply Depot blew up in a massive 
explosion, heard all over Portsmouth.  
The explosion completely destroyed 
two lighters loaded with depth charges 
and 1,000 ton bombs.  Then 50 
minutes later, a second explosion 
destroyed the remaining four lighters.  
Astonishingly, no one was killed. 

In Portsmouth, the principal damage 
was to the plate glass windows of 
shops, particularly in Commercial Road 
and the Guildhall Square.  Many of us 
remember that during the war bomb 
blast did strange things.  Some 
windows were blown out; others next 
to them remained intact.  So it was on 
this July evening.  In a piano shop in 
Commercial Road, blast sucked out a 
large second floor window, while the 
windows on the first floor remained 
intact!  In the London Road area, not 
only shops but houses had windows 
blown out but again no one was killed.  

Police cars toured the city 
broadcasting the following: “An 
explosion has occurred at Gosport.  
There is no cause for alarm.  You are, 
however, advised to keep open your 
windows to avoid damage in the event 
of further explosions”.  The following 
morning was reminiscent of the 
wartime air raids with streets and 
pavements strewn with broken glass.  
The wheel of a locomotive was blown 
across the harbour and landed in 
Landport, again without injury to 
anyone.  Fortunately the damage was 
slight, other than in the Armament 
Depot which was massively damaged, 
and there were no casualties.  This 
was at the height of the Cold War and 
sabotage was immediately suspected.  
There were many communists in this 
country, virtually all loyal to this 
country, but there were spies, like 
Philby, and no doubt saboteurs.  I may 
be wrong but, as far as I can 
remember, the cause of the explosion 
was never established.  Do any of you 
have memories of that July evening? 

Roger Bryant

From the Registers – June 2008 
8th - Baptisms of Shanay Bennett; Bayley and Rachel Ford; Tracy, Martell and 

Yasmin Halpin  

20th – Marriage of Samuel Thompson and Amy Thomas 

21st – Marriage of Duncan Campbell and Julia Shuttle 

22nd – Baptism of Logan Shaw 
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 Golden Wedding Anniversary 

 

It doesn’t seem that 50 years have 
passed since that wonderful day on 5 
July 1958 when we were married by 
the Reverend Raymond Lee at St. 
Nicholas Church in Tooting, London. 

We had met in November 1955 when 
Colin came to see my sister, Rena, 
who was his pen-friend.  Colin 
proposed three months later as by 
then we were madly in love and knew 
we were meant for each other.  The 
following January, Colin was sent to 
the Far East in HMS Cossack and we 
were parted for 18-months.  The only 
way to communicate then was by letter 
– there was no Internet or mobile 
phones and our parents did not even 
have a telephone!  Each of us wrote 
over 400 letters.  Before he left, he 
bought me a rug making set – he 
certainly knew how to keep me busy 
while he was away! 

In June 1958 when Colin returned 
home, it was as if we had never been 
parted.  Our honeymoon was spent at 
Holywell Bay in Cornwall – a romantic 

place with plenty of sand dunes to get 
lost in! 

The first 12 years of married life saw 
us move from London to Portsmouth, 
Edinburgh, Lovedean, Horndean, 
Plymouth, Farlington and Havant.  In 
1970, our lovely daughter, Colleen 
arrived and life was even happier than 
ever.  When she was 2½ years-old we 
went to Singapore for two years before 
returning to Havant where we have 
lived ever since. 
Colleen married Graham in 1997 at St. 
Faith’s Church and we now have two 
lovely grand daughters, Jenny and 
Holly – both baptised in St. Faith’s. 
People told me that marrying a sailor 
would be all heartaches and 
honeymoons – yes, the heartaches 
were every time he went away and the 
honeymoons were wonderful when he 
returned.  
Although the world has changed so 
much in 50 years our love for each 
other remains the same – even 

stronger. Beryl Carter

Palestine 
In the last article we left Palestine in carnage over Christmas 1947 when 
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the UN plan for the partition of 
Palestine after the end of British 
Mandate was published.   

 

I was serving as the Heavy Weapons 
officer in 40 Commando Royal Marines 
which was based in Malta.  Our 
Commanding Officer was Lt Col “Titch” 
Houghton MC (now Maj Gen) who had 
been captured during the Dieppe raid.  
He had trained us hard and moulded 
us into a happy and efficient unit. 

We were ordered to Palestine to help 
cover the British withdrawal.  I left on 
the 25 January 1948 with the advance 
party in HMS Cheviot, the main body 
embarked in the cruiser HMS Phoebe 
and transport and stores followed later 
in the LST HMS Striker.  On 30 
January we arrived in Haifa to the 
sound of heavy explosions of tit for tat 
bombings between the Arab and 
Jewish communities. At first we went 
into a transit camp outside Haifa.  To 
illustrate the hostility between the two, 
when I was also appointed messing 
officer I was faced with the usual 
complaint about insufficient food.  With 
the CO’s permission I took four three 
ton trucks into the Arab countryside 
where they were filled with potatoes, 

the growers being too scared to bring 
them into Haifa.  I sent three on to 
Jewish merchants and was able to 
retain one load to augment the 
Commando’s rations. 

On 3 February 40 Commando took 
over responsibility for the security of 
Haifa port which was the only British 
withdrawal route, apart from the single 
track rail line into Egypt, for the 10,000 
British troops and hundreds of 
thousand of tons of military stores 
which had accumulated from two world 
wars and the troubled years between.  
The port measures 2,000 yds East to 
West and 750 yds from the perimeter 
fence to the breakwater where ships 
berthed stern to and were loaded by 
lighter.  Others berthed alongside.  The 
port area, including the Arab suq, is 
dominated by the 2,775ft of Mount 
Carmel.  Five gates were open and 
needed guarding: No 1 in the East 
served the oil refinery, No 2 the railway 
gate whilst Nos 3, 5 and 10 were busy 
vehicle and personnel gates. Security 
was a problem as the port was jointly 
owned by Jews and Arabs and 
engaged in commercial traffic and the 
export of citrus fruit and at the same 
time was busy with WD chartered 
ships.  The whole unit moved into the 
port. Our duties were constantly to 
search for weapons and stop stolen 
goods being taken out.  In general the 
Arabs engaged in small scale pilfering, 
usually at night while the Jews went in 
for the large scale theft of military 
equipment brazenly using rail wagons 
and stolen Army vehicles. 

Day One gave a taste of things to 
come.  A bomb destroyed an Arab 
house nearby resulting in an exchange 
of fire.  An hour later two British 
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Palestine Police were killed outside No 
3 gate.  Their bodies were recovered 
by us in the face of a large crowd of 
angry Arabs.  Sadly both were ex-
Marines.  The Palestine Police Force 
was a fine, brave body of men who 
bore the brunt of terrorism.  Their 
Inspector General was Col Nicol Gray 
DSO* who had commanded 45 
Commando during the War.  He had 
recruited many ex-marines. On the 
same day a patrol arrested two armed 
Jews and later escorted the body of a 
Jew, killed by a police patrol, to the 
mortuary.  Examples of thieving and 
rackets bowled out at that time are: an 
American timber ship lying on the 
breakwater for loading had some of 
her cargo taken over the breakwater 
into a felucca on the seaward side, the 
US ship Flying Arrow, whose manifest 
showed she was carrying agricultural 
tractors was found unloading armoured 
half tracks, the WD ammunition ship 
City of Glasgow asked for help and a 
patrol found an Arab labourer with 
1,018 rounds of rifle ammunition, a 
team of Jewish workmen was seen 
unloading steel sheets from a lighter 
intended for a WD ship, eight Jews 
were found running a dump for goods 
stolen by Arabs; a rare example of 
inter-community cooperation!   

 

All these attempted thefts and many 
more were thwarted by alert patrols 
and the introduction of a universal 
pass system.  Not all incidents were 
inter-communal.  A Company of 
Mauritian Pioneers was employed as 
stevedores.  A Corporal’s patrol 
checking on the NAAFI warehouse 
was greeted by a shower of empty 
bottles.  He ordered “Fix Bayonets” 
and they rapidly sobered up.  

In town bombing continued at an 
average of four per week.  Most bombs 
were in stolen WD vehicles. Two 14 
ton Staghound armoured cars were 
acquired for me to man from my Heavy 
Weapons personnel.  With their 37mm 
guns and coaxial machine guns they 
were an effective mobile reserve and 
much used for escorts.  An insidious 
aspect for British servicemen was the 
constantly corrupting Jewish attempt to 
buy weapons and ammunition.  I was 
offered £8,500 to leave a Staghound 
unattended for a few minutes at a 
nominated street corner.  When I told 
the Corporal in charge he said “Only 
eight and a half.  I was offered far 
more!”  My CO told me that if I lost one 
of those Staghounds he would never 
want to see me again.  

 

 

(To be continued in next month’s “Faith Matters”) 
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Royal Marine Commando 

 

Andrew Thomas after his “King’s Squad” pass out at 
the Commando Training Centre Royal Marines, 
Lympstone, as a fully trained Royal Marine 
Commando with his grandmother, Rosemary 
Thomas, on 16 May 2008.  HM King George V 
directed that the senior squad of recruits under 
training should be designated “The King’s Squad”. 

(See Roger Bryant’s article in the August 2007 
edition of “Faith Matters” for further details on “The 
King’s Squad). 

 
 

 
 

Dear Colin, 

Thank you for inserting your 
congratulations to our grandson 
Andrew Thomas for attaining his Royal 
Marine's green beret.  Your readers 
might be interested to know that his 
father says: "As parents  

 

 

 

 

 

what is particularly pleasing to us is his 
dependence on the Lord and concern 
to be a good witness at Lympstone 
where he trained.  He says to you 
'Only the Lord got me through this and 
thank you for praying for me'". 

Rosemary & Peter Thomas
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PCC Meeting 12 June 2008 
This meeting was to enable the 
Archdeacon (Venerable Dr Trevor 
Reader) and Rural Dean (Reverend Dr 
Paul Moore) to advise the PCC about 
the procedures to be followed during 
the interregnum to find a replacement 
when Father David departs on 27 July.  
It would probably take six to nine 
months before a new Rector was in 
post.  During the interregnum, the 
Rectory would almost certainly be let, 
possibly for six months, with 
maintenance of house and garden 
incorporated into any tenancy 
agreement.  The first action of the PCC 
was to prepare a Parish Profile to tell 
candidates about the parish.  For this 
purpose, a working party was set up of 
Graham Frost, Colin Carter, Fiona 
Hedley and Lisa Roonan.  This would 
go on our website.  We would have to 
appoint two lay members of the PCC 
to act as representatives to select a 
new incumbent.  The Archdeacon 
advised the meeting that if we asked 
the Bishop to advertise our vacancy, 
this parish would bear the cost which 
could be as much as £600 for two 
advertisements in Church Times.  It 
was best for us to have candidates 
nominated by the Bishop.   

The following resolutions would need 
to be considered by the PCC: 

Resolution A That this PCC would 
not accept a woman as a minister who 
presides at or celebrates the Holy 
Communion or pronounces the 
Absolution in the parish. 

Resolution B That this PCC would 
not accept a woman as the incumbent 
or priest in charge of the benefice or 
as a team vicar for the benefice. (This 
resolution is currently extant having 
been approved on 16 November 
2000). 

PCC members were asked to take the 
views of parishioners before coming to 
their personal decision on these two 
resolutions.  It was noted that at 
present only Resolution B is in force in 
our Parish. 

The PCC would meet on 3 July at 
7.45pm in Church House to decide: 

a.  The two representatives to select a 
new incumbent; 

b.  Whether to ask the Bishop to 
advertise the vacancy; and 

c.  Whether to review Resolutions A & 
B of the Ordination of Women 
Measure. 

There would then be a meeting on 18 
August when the PCC would meet with 
the Rural Dean formally to take 
decisions on all the issues discussed 
on 3 July. 

This concluded this part of the meeting 
and the Archdeacon and Rural Dean 
left.  The meeting concluded with the 
appointment of Mrs Helen Faulkner as 
our new Hon Treasurer.
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For Your Diary 
Thursday 3 July 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 5 July 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Monday 14 July 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Thursday 24 July 7.30pm PDG Meeting 4 Willow Close 

Saturday 2 August 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Monday 18 August 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 6 September 10am-3pm Town Fair Church 

Saturday 13 September 10am-4pm Bike Ride Historic Churches 

Sunday 5 October 9.30am Harvest Festival Church 

Saturday 29 November 7.30pm Bell Ringers Dinner Hall 

 

Correspondence Column  
Dear Colin, 

In March 2003 I wrote to “Faith 
Matters” concerning the PCC vote in 
November 2000, when the PCC, with 
only one dissenting vote, resolved, 
“Not to accept a woman as incumbent 
or Priest-in-Charge of the Benefice or 
as team vicar for the Benefice”.  In the 
editorial note to my letter, it was 
reported that “this PCC vote is 
mandatory when an incumbent leaves 

a Parish”.  I trust, that after consulting 
members of the church, the present 
PCC will consider and vote on an 
identical motion, and that, perhaps, 
this time the emerging resolution will 
be positive and not negative. 

Yours sincerely, John Bradey 

 

Property Development Group Meeting 2 June 2008 
Christchurch Centre.  Our estate 
agent attended the meeting to report 
on the current situation. 

Church Extension.  The Archdeacon, 
the Ven. Trevor Reader, who is a 
member of the DAC and the DAC 
Secretary, held a meeting with the 
HBC planners on 20 May 2008 – 
representatives from the PDG were not 
invited to attend.  We are now waiting 
a response from HBC to a letter sent 

by our architects. 

Organ.  Although the PCC had given a 
firm commitment that funds for the 
repair of the organ would be made 
available from the sale of Christchurch 
Centre, it was agreed that the PCC 
would be asked to establish a working 
party to consider whether the current 
organ should be replaced with an 
electric organ. 
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From the Rector – From the Rector – now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

 
Brookfield Hotel 

EMSWORTH 
The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

http://www.cubittandwest/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
 

 

http://www.bscare/
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St Faith’s July 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.Hindu god appears from behind rain 

clouds (5) 
22.Dark woman travels with miscreants 

(5,5) 

Across 
 1.Top salesman perhaps for “book of 

the month” (4,6) 
 8.A believer in one god can become a 

non-believer (7) 
 9.Those converted reveal the spirit (5) 
10.Sound of laughter in the garden  (2-2) 
11.I like the man I date to be lively and 

energetic (8) 
13.”Not a funeral note, As his ----- to the 

rampart we hurried” (5) 
14.Dressy collars, say for hooligans (5) 
16.Perhaps what you are looking at is 

(8) 
17.In this vehicle you’re in trouble (4) 
21.Degree learner consequently 

becomes population theorist (7) 

Down  
 1.Mariners dislike being on this (5) 
 3.Having reason say, to make sign of the 

cross for protection (4) 
 5.Always, at any time taking extra (8) 
 7.Whispers on stage heard by audience 

(6) 
13.Headgear on Sid has a small bug 

coming from it (6) 
15.Aphoristic, like a small character seen 

in some gardens (6) 
19.Man goes back to find ancient 

kingdom (4) 

 2.Young woman told tales for a living 
(12) 

 4.Talent that changed and became 
dormant (6) 

 6.Plume for one showing lack of 
courage (5,7) 

12.Pull on bottom of ship for harsh 
punishment (8) 

18.Tragic stage heroine sang before 
plunging into river (5) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15th July please! 
Answers to June 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.West Point, 7.Oban, 8.Spinster, 9.Ardour, 10.Erse, 12.Loneliness, 13.A Test 
Match, 16.Elis, 17.Banner, 18.Approval, 20.Keys, 21.Steinbeck. 
 Down: 1.Wipers, 2.Senselessness, 3.Pit, 4. Israelite, 5.Toad-In-The-Hole, 6.Maquis, 

11.Inumbrate, 14.Tralee, 15.Hijack, 19.Pin. 
Three entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Ruth 
Tunks. 

1  2   3  4  5
  

    

          6  7 

8        9     

             

10     11 

 
       

    12         

13        14     

      15       

16         17   18 

        19     

20      21       

             

   22          
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Word Search – Wedding Anniversaries 
Can you find the names associated with wedding anniversaries in the grid below?  
(The anniversary year is shown in brackets).  Words may be read forwards, 
backwards, up or down or diagonal and are in straight lines.   

 

BISMUTH (18th) GOLD (50th) RUBY (40th) 
BRONZE (8th) GRANITE (90th) SAPPHIRE (45th) 
CHINA (20th) LACE (13th) SILVER (25th) 
COPPER (7th  also Wool) LEATHER (3rd) STEEL (11th) 
CORAL (35th) LINEN (12th) SUGAR (6th) 
COTTON (2nd) OAK (80th) TIN(10th) 
CRYSTAL (15th) PAPER (1st) TUNGSTEN (16th) 
DIAMOND (60th) PEARL (30th) TURQUOISE (17th) 
EMERALD (55th) PLATINUM (70th) WOOD (5th) 
FLOWERS (4th) POTTERY (9th) WOOL (7th) 

 
 

L T I D O O W B I S T N C O R B 

S A P S R E W O L F U O H P P I 

I L C O O W T A L P R T I N R L 

L E M E R A L D O A G T N Y D E 

V A S B U R N I L A C O A I N E 

E T A I C L A T S Y R C L E O T 

R L P H O H I C R Y Q N T D M S 

Z I P W P U I N O U G S I I A T 

Y N H O P G Q U E R G A P A I H 

R R I O E S E R B N A L I M D T 

E A R L R T P R U W A E P U U U 

T G E U I L O T O T G A Y R Q M 

T U B N A N E A I O P T R P A S 

O S A T Z M L N K E B H Q U U I 

P R P E E F U B R I Y E O G B B 

G O C R Y M L R A E P R A I T Y 
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Cruising Down to Rio 
We say goodbye to Belem and sail 
towards the Atlantic Ocean.  We are 
leaving behind the Amazon delta with 
some sadness, but looking forward to 
visiting new places ‘with strange 
sounding names…’ 

The first of these is Fortaleza.  It’s hot, 
hectic, humid and heaving with people, 
cars, bicycles, traders, pavement 
artists and after the comparative quiet 
of the Rainforest, we are somewhat 
bemused.  We follow our guide and try 
to take it all in.  A theatre catches our 
eye – wrought iron and stained glass – 
closed unfortunately.  The cathedral – 
restoration in progress! – also closed 
but we could see its lovely glass 
windows from the doorway.  The 
Cultural Museum with its history 
lessons and last but not least the 
‘piéce de resistance’ – an ‘English’ 
bridge.  This turns out to be a pier!  We 
said (politely) it’s a pier!  They wanted 
it to be a bridge – we gave up!   

Our next port of call – Recife.  A very 
elegant town.  The Portuguese style of 
buildings much in evidence.  Our first 
stop today is the Monastery of St. 
Bento de Olinda built in 1582.  Life 
size figures of Saints and the Holy 
Family sit or stand in the green shade 
of cloisters.  It belies its violent past 
when many of its monks met a cruel 
fate – pictures of which adorn the 
walls.  We paid brief visits to other 
churches culminating with a convent 
on the hill overlooking the bay.  The 
nuns were singing as we arrived and 
we stood listening to their voices 
raised in thanksgiving and praise.  
Outside on the pavement more stalls 
and very scrumptious coconut cookies!  
In a café across the road the staff 
looked a bit fed up – then we realised 

they were the product of artists’ 
ingenuity!  We caught a quick glimpse 
of the beach before we were taken 
back to the ship for lunch. 

Next stop – Maceio.  Fiesta day.  We 
could hear the music as we made our 
way on foot via a shopping arcade full 
of local crafts and clothes.  When we 
arrived at the beach we were thrilled to 
see so many people dressed in special 
fiesta outfits.  Some were wearing 
yellow, some white and some blue.  
We were told that the yellow 
represented gold or wealth, the blue 
was in honour of the Queen of the Sea 
and those in white were celebrating the 
Virgin Mary – perhaps the 
Annunciation?  They all mingled and 
danced together; drummers and 
musicians were enthusiastic in their 
encouragement.  Large bunches of 
balloons strained at their strings and 
firecrackers crackled and exploded.  
We stayed long enough for a strange 
drink at a beach café, and then it was 
back to our floating hotel for, yes, 
you’ve guessed it – lunch!  You may be 
wondering about all the food we keep 
having to eat?  I think it’s a cruise thing 
– don’t go if you want to keep slim! 

So on to Salvador.  A town built on 2 
levels.  The harbour is guarded by a 
fort and looks very African.  Slave 
ships used to off-load their cargo here 
once upon a time.  After the abolition 
many people of African origin stayed 
on and became the main ethnic people 
and still are.  We were taken by our 
bus to the upper part of Salvador for a 
guided walk.  A local teacher pointed 
out places of interest including a Jesuit 
Church – very plain in style, and the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral – very 
ornate with masses of gold leaf.   
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A children’s drum band played, a street 
barber was cutting a clients hair, art 
was on display every where and ladies 
in crinolines offered photo 
opportunities (for a fee of course!)   

 

We visited the town square where 
people were once offered for sale as 
slaves and where harsh punishments 
were meted out.  Thank goodness 
those that live here today look happy 
and fairly prosperous.  We saw smiles 
and waves as we rolled along in our 
bus – passed the football stadium and 
a new railway station, passed the 
Christmas shoppers and the excited 
children.   

Next stop was Ilheus – our last port of 
call before Rio de Janeiro.  One thing 
stood out today.  A school with a great 
line in recycling.   

 

A classroom made from old lemonade 
bottles! And a Christmas tree made of 
what looked like can lids!  We paid a 
visit to a café where Jorge Amado, the 
Author, was a frequent patron.  It was 
called the ‘Vesuvio Bar’.  Jorge’s bust 
adorned the garden and we drank his 
health in another ‘strange’ concoction.   

Tomorrow we will be arriving at one of 
the highlight destinations of our 
journey – Rio de Janeiro.  The dawn 
came up in a fiery red glow as we 
glided towards the Rio skyline.  Was 
this a good omen we wondered?  The 
weather was becoming changeable – 
one night a storm had ripped all the 
tiles from the sides of the outdoor 
swimming pool, but it didn’t disturb our 
sleep.  Nevertheless, the sun was 
shining as we drew nearer and nearer 
to the port.  We could now make out 
the outline of Christ the Redeemer on 
Corcovado Mountain.  Soon we 
disembarked in the City of Carnival, 
called Janeiro because it was 
discovered in January.  We made our 
way to the train station and waited for 
the Ratchet train which would take us 
nearly to the top.  The train clicked and 
clanked its way up the mountain.  
Flowers covered the banks and 
various animals and Disney characters 
gave way near the summit to biblical 
figures and scenes.  Well as you may 
have guessed when we finally made it 
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to the top, via escalators and steps, 
the clouds had shrouded the view both 
of the statue and of the city below.  As 
we peered upwards we could just 
make out the outstretched arm of 
Christ but we took our photos anyway.  
So did everyone else – some getting 
into very strange positions to do so!  Of 
course, when we arrived back down, 
the sun came out!  It was still amazing 
in spite of the clouds – in fact it was 
quite atmospheric and I’m so glad that 
we chose this option over Sugar Loaf 

Mountain.  Perhaps on my next visit?  
Once again time caught us up and 
after a brief visit to Rio’s famous 
beaches – Ipanema and Copacabana 
– we returned to our waiting vessel.  
By the way, I did find time to buy 
another hat!  Quelle surprise! 

Next month – Rio de Janeiro to the 
River Plate and ‘it takes two to Tango’! 
So they say…… 

Shirley Caunter

 

Correspondence Column 
Dear Father David, 

I read your address “Living with Hope” 
(“Faith Matters” May) and found it most 
interesting and thought provoking – it 
set off, in me, quite a train of thought.  
Your remarks concerning “Surprised by 
Hope”, caught and held my attention, 
in particular, the phrase “the entire 
basis for Christian hope centres upon 
the transformation within this life of the 
created order and of the people within 
it”.  I was brought to thinking about the 
early Socialists and Christian Socialists 
in Britain in the latter part of the 10th 
Century and the first half of the 20th.  
To them, the “dark Satanic mills” were 
the mills and factories where 
thousands  

 

of men and women worked long hours 
for low wages before returning to 
homes which, in many cases were little 
more than hovels.  These social 
reformers sought, and devoted their 
lives, to building a ‘new’ Jerusalem in 
England’s green and pleasant land.  A 
Jerusalem where all would receive just 
returns for their labours, live in decent 
homes in pleasant environments and 

not be regarded merely as labour 
units. 

These pioneers for social justice had 
one particular thing in common, they 
were all devout Christians; most were 
Methodists or Non-Conformists such 
as Keir Hardie, Arthur Henderson et al; 
there were also Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics.  In 1877 a group of Anglican 
priests headed by Stewart Headlam 
gave Christian Socialism its first real 
organisational structure in the Guild of 
St, Matthew.  This small group studied 
political questions in the light of the 
Incarnation, but remained on the fringe 
as prophets of idealism rather than a 
serious political movement until its 
demise in 1906.  In contrast the more 
pragmatic Church Socialist League 
formed in 1906 existed “to further the 
socialism of the Independent Labour 
Party and the Social Democratic 
Forum among Churchmen”.  Its 
members included the Bishop of 
Birmingham (Charles Gore) and the 
Bishop of Durham (BF Westcott). 

The Jerusalem that these Christian 
politicians and priests sought to create, 
would by its very nature carry within it 
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an inherent spirituality – for a society 
where none are exploited, all live in 
harmony and accord and all are equal 
in the sight of God, would surely 
manifest heaven in the here and now 

of the Rt Revd Tom Wright – and 
yourself. 

Yours sincerely,  

John Bradey
 

Dear Mr Carter, 

I should like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who came to my coffee 
morning.  We were lucky with the 
weather and I think we all had a good 
time. 

 

 

I was pleased to hand over a cheque 
for £106 towards the flower festival. 

Jeanne Morgan

 

Just for a Laugh 
The real reason we all get heavier as we get older is because there’s a lot more 
information in our heads. 

 

The Ten Commandments are not multiple choice. 

 

 

 
 

Luxury Apartment in Cyprus 
25 minutes from Larnaca airport.  Sleeps 3-4.  Swimming pool, sandy beaches, 

snorkelling coves, walking, cycling, good restaurants.   
Go to www.carolacworth.co.uk or ring 0871 7168955.  Quote CAROLA for 20% 

discount 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Reverend David Gibbons (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden) Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden)  

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer) Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Lisa Roonan 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas 

Mr Jeremy Toole Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary and 
Lisa Roonan. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Sylvia Willey and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Paul Utting. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Rector, 
Colin Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird and Lisa 
Roonan. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Rev. David Gibbons 023 9248 3485 

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 023 9248 3485 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 0335 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Deborah Creasy 023 9249 8828 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 0335 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th July 8.00am Eucharist 

SEVENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST with Baptism 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 13th July 8.00am Eucharist 

EIGHTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm United Service at St, Faith’s Church 
 

Sunday 20th July 8.00am Eucharist 

NINTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST, welcoming visitors 

  from Ghana 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

Sunday 27th July 8.00am Eucharist 

TENTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY & 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 

FAREWELL TO Fr. DAVID6.30pm Choral Evensong 

AND FAMILY 

 

Sunday 3rd August 8.00am Eucharist 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

 Midweek Services 
Monday  9.15am  Eucharist:  

Tuesday  9.15am  Morning Prayer 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


