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From the Editor 
The PCC agreed to sell the Christ-
church site and for the capital to be 
used to refurbish Church House and 
for renovating the church – page 3. 

The PCC held a Section 11 meeting, 
chaired by the Rural Dean, Revd Dr P 
Moore, to agree the procedure for 
filling the post of Rector – page 7. 

Last month, Beryl and I went to a 
wedding at St James Church in 
Husborne Crawley.  The church dates 
from 1170 and was restored in 1911 
with money from the Duke of Bedford – 
do we know of anyone who would like 
to invest in St. Faith’s?  The reception 
was held in the Sculpture Gallery at 
Woburn Abbey which overlooks the 
private gardens and lake of the Duke 
of Bedford with splendid views of many 
rare and mature trees. 

As the venue was less than an hour’s 
drive from Lime Tree Village, Joan 
Medley invited us to tea to see her 
home.  Lime Tree Village is nestled 
between the rural Warwickshire 
villages of Bilton and Dunchurch – 
close to Rugby.  The focal point of the 
village is Cawston House, an 
Edwardian mansion that has been 
restored to provide a real country club 
feel and provides the restaurant, bar, 
meeting room, library and snooker 
room.  Joan, who moved from Havant 
15-months ago, took us around the 
delightfully landscaped grounds which 
are bordered by ecologically rich 
woodland and a village pond.  It is 
such a lovely, peaceful and secure 
environment for retired people. 

Colin Carter

 
Events in September 

6th Town Fair.  A fun day for all the family.  Stalls, entertainment, grand draw and 
much more.  Can you help or provide items such as bottles, books, etc., then please 
see Helen Faulkner, Claire Toole or Joan Burrows. 

13th Historic Churches Bike Ride.  Give your support this year!  Join the ride, 
sponsor someone or be a steward during the time St. Faith’s is open.  Check on the 

website www.hampshirehistoricchurches.org.uk - for further local information 
speak to Hilary Deadman.  Half of the money taken goes straight to St. Faith’s. 

22nd Hearing Dogs for Deaf People Awareness Day.  South Hampshire Branch of 
the registered charity Hearing Dogs for Deaf People is organising a free Awareness 
Day at the Underhill Centre, St John’s Church, St John’s Road, Hedge End, on 
Monday 22 September from 10.30 am until 5.30 pm.   For further information please 
contact Jeanette Collett, on 01489 783118. 
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Air Chief Marshal Dowding 
This month each year celebrates the 
Battle of Britain which virtually saved 
this country from the horrors of an 
invasion by a merciless enemy.  Yet 
the victor of that battle is seldom given 
the gratitude he deserves.  In fact, of 
all the commanders in the Second 
World War, it is difficult to find one who 
received the disgraceful treatment 
meted out to Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Hugh Dowding, whose foresight, 
courage and leadership won the battle.  
When Hitler prepared for the invasion 
of Britain with “Operation Sea- Lion”, 
he set out one condition for its success 
- the destruction of the Royal Air 
Force.  Dowding denied Hitler this 
success.  Hugh Caswell Tremenheere 
Dowding was born in Moffat, Scotland, 
on 24 April 1882.  He was educated at 
Winchester School where, as Peter 
Appleby will remember from our time 
at Chivers, the motto was “Manners 
Maketh Man!”  In 1899 Dowding joined 
the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich.  
Audrey Currie will be pleased to learn 
that when he left the Academy he had 
the good sense to join the Royal 
Artillery.  He served with them from 
1900 to 1912 in Gibraltar, Ceylon (now 
Sri Lanka), Hong Kong and India.  On 
his return to England, he joined the 
Army Staff College where he gained 
his Pilot’s Licence in 1913. 

In World War One he was a Squadron 
Commander in the Royal Flying Corps 
in France.  In 1919, he joined the 
newly created Royal Air Force as a 
Group Captain.  In 1929, he became 
an Air Vice Marshal and the following 
year he joined the Air Council as the 
Air Member for Supply and Research.  
His task was to prepare the RAF for 

war and he held an aircraft design 
competition.  There were two winners 
which went into production in 1934.  
They won the Battle of Britain – the 
Hawker Hurricane and the 
Supermarine Spitfire!  The late Hugh 
Elliott, who is commemorated in St 
Faith’s by a plaque on the south side 
of the nave, was a Battle of Britain pilot 
who flew both aircraft.  He was my 
immediate predecessor as 
churchwarden and he told me once 
that, although the Spitfire captured the 
imagination of the world, the Hurricane 
was a better aircraft to fly.  It is not 
generally known that there were more 
Hurricanes in the battle than Spitfires.   

Early in the war, Churchill was keen to 
send ten squadrons of Hurricanes to 
France.  On 15 May, Dowding stood 
alone at the War Cabinet and threw his 
pencil down when asked to send the 
aircraft.  Walking past the ranks of 
cabinet ministers, he confronted 
Churchill with a graph showing pilots 
and aircraft available for the defence of 
Britain.  The great man recognized the 
force of Dowding’s argument and the 
aircraft were saved from almost certain 
destruction or capture in France.  
Dowding, who was promoted Air 
Marshal in 1934, was the first to 
recognise the value of the newly 
developed RADAR and in 1937 he had 
built the coastal chain of radar stations 
which played such a vital role in the 
defeat of the Luftwaffe.  In July 1936, 
he took command of the newly formed 
Fighter Command and immediately 
argued for defensive fighter aircraft 
rather than offensive aircraft.  
Thankfully, he won the argument but in 
doing so he made several enemies in 
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the higher echelons of the RAF.  He 
next successfully argued for an 
expansion of the Observer Corps 
which was tasked to scan the sky for 
enemy aircraft.  Thankfully again, he 
won the argument and saved this 

nation from catastrophe.  To discover 
how, you must take down the blackout 
curtains and get to church to purchase 
next month’s “Faith Matters” from 

Beryl!  Roger Bryant

PCC Meeting 27 July 2008 
Christ Church Site.  This was an 
emergency meeting at which it was 
decided to accept an unconditional 
offer from a developer to purchase the 
Christ Church site for £600K, staged 
with an immediate payment of £300K + 
£200K after 12 months + £100K after 6 
months.  In considering this offer, 
regard was had to the worsening state 
of the property market.  We needed 
the £300K to cover the cost of 
renovating Church House, for which a 
quote of £250K had been received.  
Once the renovation was complete, we 
would seek residential planning 
consent for the Churchfields site which 
would be sold when the property 
market improved.  The £200K from the 
second tranche would be used for the 
interior of the church including 
renovation of the organ, new lighting 
and sound systems, and possibly new 
toilets and a kitchenette.  The PCC 
considered the option of separately 
leasing the bungalow and centre.  
However, the minimum leasing period 
was likely to be five years and this 
delay to the whole project would be 
unacceptable.  Our advisor, Stephen 

Downham, a director of Hughes Ellard 
and an advisor to the diocese would 
report to the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee (DAC) and the Charities 
Commission that in his expert 
judgement the £600K represented a 
fair value in today’s market.  In the 
original Financial Plan for the church 
extension, only £500K was allowed for 
the sale of Christ Church site.  The 
voting to accept the offer of £600K was 
12 for, 2 against and 2 abstained. 

Church & Hall.  Plans for the church 
extension might be modified to take 
account of the HBC‘s concerns about 
the size of the proposed extension.  
There were no plans at present for 
changes to the interior of the Hall but 
any future upgrading of it would be 
done by ourselves. 

Rector of Havant.  Tributes were 

paid to Father David who was 

chairing his last PCC meeting 

upon leaving the parish that day 

to take up an appointment in 

America.
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Ralph Vaughan Williams and the English Hymnal 
In the last edition of “Faith Matters” 
Vaughan Williams’ early life was 
outlined.  Although an agnostic, he 
retained close links with the Church 
and recognised the importance of its 
musical tradition.  His influence on 
church music was vital and was largely 
due to his passionate interest in 
gathering and notating folk songs. 

By about the year 1906, it became 
clear to many that there was a need for 
a new, non-sectarian hymn book that 
reflected the changes that had taken 
place both in the Church and the wider 
society.  Many considered that the 
current Victorian hymns had too much 
sentimentality.  They wanted to have 
hymns that reflected more non-
sectarian views. 

In 1901 the Rev. Percy Dearmer 
(1867-1936) became Vicar of St 
Mary’s in Primrose Hill, London and his 
church rapidly gained a reputation for 
the beauty of both its music and liturgy.  
Percy Dearmer was only too aware of 
the ridiculous nature of many of the 
Victorian hymns such as:  

“O for a man; O for a man; 

O for a man- - -Sion in the sky”. 

He considered that such hymns were 
both textually and musically unsuitable 
for his congregation and decided to 
gather a committee together to compile 
a new hymnbook that contained hymns 
with more suitable words set to music 
of a high standard.  He took on the 
responsibility for editing the words and 
invited Ralph Vaughan Williams to be 
the music editor. 

Vaughan Williams had a huge 
influence upon the birth of the English 
Hymnal.  For some years he had 

worked tirelessly to gather together 
and record as many folk tunes as 
possible before they disappeared into 
the mists of time.  From these, he 
eliminated the more famous and 
unsuitable tunes, selecting instead 
some lesser-known folk melodies.  
One of these is the famous Christmas 
carol “O little town of Bethlehem” 
(English Hymnal No15) that he 
adapted from a folk song called “The 
Ploughboy’s Dream”.  Vaughan 
Williams was often criticised for using 
folk-song material, but such practices 
had been common for years.  In the 
Middle Ages, many a church melody 
originated from the more secular tunes 
of the day.  Besides folk songs, 
Vaughan Williams also tapped into 
other sources.  He chose carefully, 
and included melodious Welsh tunes, 
Bach chorale themes, historical 
melodies such as “Tallis’ Canon” and 
ancient tunes from the Sarum Rite.  He 
aimed for purity of musical line and 
chose the best version that was not 
always the original melody.    

Where he considered that the original 
tunes were not of a high enough 
standard, Vaughan Williams composed 
his own.  The most beautiful of these is 
“Down Ampney”, the tune to “Come 
down, O Love divine” (English Hymnal 
No.152).  This is named after the 
Gloucestershire village where he was 
born and where his father was the 
local Vicar.  Another tune he 
composed is “Sine Nomine” - “For all 
the Saints” (English Hymnal No. 641) 
with its distinctive ‘thump’ from the 
organ on the first beat of the bar.  This 
was rhythmically designed to 
encourage the congregation to sing 
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together in unison right at the 
beginning of the verse. 

Contemporary musical friends were 
asked to contribute new tunes and 
Gustav Holst was one of these with his 
famous “Cranham” – the tune to “In the 
bleak mid-winter” (English Hymnal 
No.25).  Vaughan Williams also used 
melodies from previous composers 
such as Handel – “Rejoice, the Lord is 
King” (English Hymnal No.476), 
Orlando Gibbons – “Forth in thy name, 
O Lord, I go” (English Hymnal No.259), 
Mendelssohn – “Hark! The herald 
Angels sing” (English Hymnal No.24) 
and S. S. Wesley – “The Church’s one 
foundation” (English Hymnal No.489).  
The “Old Hundredth” - “All people that 
on earth do dwell” (English Hymnal 
No.365), contains words from Psalm 
100 and is an ancient melody taken 
from the Genevan Psalter of 1551.  
Vaughan Williams subsequently added 
trumpet fanfares and the resulting 
triumphant composition was played at 
the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 
1953.  This was a notable musical 
event as it was the first time at a 
Coronation that provision had been 
made for congregational singing during 
the service.  This was at the 
suggestion of Vaughan Williams and 
was agreed to by the then Archbishop 
- Dr. Fisher. 

Meanwhile, Percy Dearmer was hard 
at work selecting and editing the words 
of all the hymns.  Some theological 
aspects of Christianity are almost 
impossible to put into words, so some 
writers resorted to symbolism and 
imagery, creating hymns of great 
beauty such as “Let all mortal flesh 
keep silence” (English Hymnal No.318) 
and “The royal banners forward go” 

(English Hymnal No.94).  Words from 
famous writers were also used, like 
Rudyard Kipling’s “God of our fathers” 
(English Hymnal No.558) and G. K. 
Chesterton’s “O God of earth and altar” 
(English Hymnal No.562). 

The new “English Hymnal” took two 
years to produce and was eventually 
published in 1906.  Many of the 
popular, more sentimental Victorian 
hymn tunes were included in an 
appendix, which the committee fondly 
named the “Chamber of Horrors”.  The 
resultant hymn-book – a reaction to 
Victorian sentimentality – was broadly 
welcomed.  Vaughan Williams 
considered this new English Hymnal to 
be “a thesaurus of all the finest hymn 
tunes in the world”.  [Kennedy, 
Michael. The Works of Ralph Vaughan 
Williams. London: OUP, 1964 reprint 
1980, p. 65].  The deep interest that 
Vaughan Williams took in folk music, 
together with his work on the English 
Hymnal, was to influence many of his 
compositions. 

Michael Kennedy, author, musicologist 
and friend, describes Vaughan 
Williams as being a big man with the 
hands of an artist, a finely-cut nose, 
and expressive eyes which were alert 
sometimes and withdrawn and 
visionary at others.  [Kennedy, 
Michael. The Works of Ralph Vaughan 
Williams. London: OUP, 1964 reprint 
1980, p. 380].  He was warm-hearted 
and had a wicked sense of humour.  
Despite his upper class background he 
treated everyone with equal respect.  
However, he was inclined to angry 
outbursts, particularly at rehearsals.  
He was also acquainted with the 
darker side of life.  During the First 
World War (1914-18) he enlisted in the 
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Royal Army Medical Corps and 
experienced first hand the horrors of 
war, losing many friends.  Also, he 
cared for his first wife Adeline who was 
an invalid for much of their time 
together.  Despite this he remained an 
optimist.  He loved London, attending 
concerts and parties, and socialising.  
Both his character and his varied 
experiences of life are reflected in his 
music. 

Dr. Ralph Vaughan Williams died on 
the 26th August 1958, the very day that 

he was due to attend a recording of his 
9th Symphony.  The funeral took place 
at Westminster Abbey and the service 
concluded with his Coronation setting 
of “The Old Hundredth” – “All people 
that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord 
with cheerful voice….”.  His ashes are 
interred in the North Choir Aisle near to 
Purcell and Stanford. 

Peter Willey

 
Property Development Group Meeting - 24 July 2008 

Christchurch Centre.  The options 
reported to the PCC on 14 July were 
discussed, namely, to propose to the 
developer that we would accept a 
variant of their offer; remarket the site 
generally – uncertain in the present 
economic conditions; seek planning 
consent ourselves and then offer the 
site for sale – we lack the available 
funds to proceed; and lease the 
Christchurch Centre and bungalow – 
this would put the whole development 
programme on hold for at least 5-years 
with funds only available for essential 
work. 

Consideration was given to 
parishioners who had been raising 
money for the organ, lighting, sound 
and other improvements within the 
church.  Should we revert to leasing 
the site, then nothing would have been 
achieved in the 4-years that the PDG 
had been formed and the vision of the 

church formulated by Fr David and the 
parishioners. 

The PDG agreed that under the 
present economic climate that the best 
way forward would be to accept the 
developer’s offer and recommend this 
approach to the PCC for approval. 

Church House.  There is a need to 
invest in Church House and without 
the capital from the Christchurch 
Centre site we do not have the finance. 

Church Extension.  The new 
sketches from our architects were 
viewed and a meeting is required. 

Architects.  Once the PCC has 
approved the selling of the 
Christchurch site, our architects will be 
instructed to stop work on the 
extension and to apply for planning 
consent of Church House as a matter 
of priority.  Plans for the re-ordering of 
the church will then be processed.

 

 

 

PCC (Section 11) Meeting – 18 August 2008 
This meeting was chaired by the Rural Dean, the Reverend Dr Paul Moore 
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and concerned the interregnum. 

Parish Profile.  The Parish Profile 
produced by a working party (Graham 
Frost, Colin Carter, Fiona Hedley & 
Lisa Roonan) was described by the 
Chairman as being a good balance 
between being informative and being 
digestible.  It would now be used to 
give candidates for our vacancy a 
comprehensive picture of our church 
and parish.  It would also go on our 
website. 

Selection of Two Representatives.  
Graham Frost and Sandra Haggan 
were voted to be our two 
representatives to meet candidates for 
our vacancy together with the Bishop, 
Archdeacon and Rural Dean.  (This 
would be after the candidate had had 
separate interviews with the Rural 
Dean and Bishop).  If the two 
representatives did not accept the 
candidate as suitable, they would not 
be appointed. 

Advertising.  It was decided not to 
advertise our vacancy unless the 
Bishop was unable to find a suitable 
candidate.  We would have to pay for it 
and advertising would be very 
expensive. 

Meeting or Statement from Bishop.  
The meeting decided not to seek a 
meeting or statement from the Bishop 
describing the wider needs of the 
diocese in relation to our parish. 

Ordination of Women (Resolutions A 

& B).  The meeting decided to 
continue not to accept Resolution A 
(which would prevent ordained women 
presiding at communion) and to 
confirm the rescinding of Resolution B 
(which would prevent an ordained 
woman being Rector). 

Standing Committee.  The meeting 
decided to appoint Colin Carter to the 
Standing Committee following the 
departure of Father David Gibbons.
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The Reverend David Austen Gibbons 
In 1973, the Rector of Havant, Canon 
Derek Brown, invited the Vicar of St 
Mary’s Portsea, to lunch at our then 
Rectory.  The Vicar brought with him 
his two young sons, one of whom was 
an 11 year old named David.  Little did 
any of them know that one day the little 
boy would succeed Canon Brown as 
Rector of Havant. 
A hero of mine, Father Dolling (who 
had a sister Elise), in Victorian 
Portsmouth said, “If I can get the 
children, I will get the adults.”  Father 
David did just that by contacting 
schools to form a children’s choir 
which led to the parents coming so we 
suddenly had young families in church, 
then their friends and so on until we 
had the lively and vibrant congregation 
which said goodbye to David, Susan, 
Elise and Sophia on that incredible and 
emotional Sunday.  With the excellent 
support of Susan, we soon had a 
Sunday Club, then Godly Play and a 
Young Church.  Before long we had a 
youth club, “Young Believers”, up and 
running with Martin and an enthusiastic 
group of helpers. 
David kept our traditional language but 
moved our services into a more 
modern mode, just as his 
predecessors had done over the years.  
When David came, he brought with 
him the contacts he had established 
with other clergy in the Diocese and 
elsewhere.  Through Kairos and 
Churches Together he saw to it that we 

played a wider role in the diocese.  He 
saw the opportunities for our mission 
by promoting our link with the Church 
in Sendai, led by Rod and Glenda 
Thomas, and, with the magnificent 
assistance of Michael and Anne Fluck, 
with Father Seth and the Parish of St 
John the Divine, Nsawam, Ghana.  He 
developed our Parochial Church 
Council and drew many talented 
people into the business of running 
this parish.  In my 30 years, the current 
PCC is the best I have served on and 
much of this is due to David.  He has 
now left his successor with a legacy for 
the future including the vision of an 
enlarged church building.  To all of us 
fortunate to have been here over the 
last seven years, he has left the 
memory of a remarkable priest. 

Roger Bryant 

 
Fr. David & Susan cutting their farewell 

cake, with their daughters Elise & 
Sophia 
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Fr. David's Farewell Song 
One Sunday morning while in conversation with Sandra, she said, "Wouldn't it be 
good if someone could write some appropriate words to a well-known tune for 
Father David's farewell?"  I agreed to 'have a go', although I was well aware that I 
had only known him for just over a year.  Then I read David's last letter in the July 
magazine and based my words on his own memories of his time at St. Faith's. 

Marion Porter 

(To be sung to the tune of “America” by Leonard Bernstein): 

They want to be in America, 
Dave and Sue G in America, 
So much to see in America, 
Wish it was me in America. 

 

(To be sung to the tune of “The hills are alive with the sound of music” by Richard 
Rodgers) 

When David first came to St. Faith’s in Havant 
No changes he made for the first half year. 

But then when he did things were soon evolving. 
What he would achieve soon became quite clear. 

The Sunday Club grew and continues to thrive; the Shop and the Choir go from 
strength to strength. 

Youth Club and Youth Church have leaders we know who will go to any length. 
There’s a group for the Men and a group for Women and a Bible Study one 

Those who make the tea, clean the church; ring the bells just for fun. 
Some people may leave and some new ones join us. 
St. Faith’s still evolves through the months and years; 

For David and Susan we wish great blessings, with our love and tears. 
 
 
 

(And because….) 
They want to be in America, 
Dave and Sue G in America, 
Sophia and Elise in America, 
Wish it was me in America! 
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‘Our Holy One’ 
Twas in the year of 2001, 

When into Havant came our Holy one. 
Full of youth with enthusiasm burning, 

His desire for change in his mind churning. 
 

So off he went on his crusade, 
Any doubts his mind forbade. 

Soon to bud, our Sunday Club, 
Our Children, crucial spokes on hub. 

 
Men and women their groups to grow, 

Caution at wind, we were to throw. 
Prayer groups, Lent groups, both to flourish, 

Our hopes and dreams begin to nourish. 
 

And music while always in our soul, 
Had waned of late, which takes its toll. 

But now into the valley of song we rode, 
Great hymns and anthems, from St Faith’s they flowed. 

 
Into the realm came our Young Believers, 
For fun and spirit, such worthy receivers. 

Year on year its numbers increase, 
For parents, some Sundays, a little more peace. 

 
So what of us now, our Holy one going? 

To pastures new, fresh seeds for his sowing. 
At the end of the day when all is done and said, 

You cannot deny that our souls he has fed. 
 

And lest we forget what David has given, 
It’s good to record how much we have risen. 

And while one feels sadness at this time of lament, 
Remember, he is with us, and from God he was sent. 

 

St Faith’s Young Believers 27th July 2008 
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Visitors from Ghana 
In July, Nana and Jeanette from the 
Parish of St John the Divine, Nsawam, 
Ghana, came on a visit to St Faith’s.  A 
service was held on 16 July to 
welcome them when this picture was 
taken with Fr. David and their hosts 
Ann and Mike Fluck.   

They also presented a cream chasuble 
and stole to the church at the 9.30am 
Eucharist service on 20 
July.  

 

Thomas Wedding 
Rod & Glenda Thomas, our missionaries in 
Sendai, Japan, attended the wedding of their 
daughter Amy to Samuel Thompson at St 
Faith’s Church on 20 June.  Rod also 
preached at the 9.30am Eucharist on 10 
August and after the service gave a 
presentation of the work carried out in Sendai. 

Also in the picture are Rosemary & Peter with 
their youngest son Christopher.  

 
 

 

From the Registers 
19th July – Marriage of Stuart Connor and Denise Ann Mitchell 

8th August – Marriage of Ross Deck and Ursula Solero 

16th August – Marriage of Clive Byng and Paula Holman 

30th August – Marriage of Andrew Yakub and Hayley Walden 

30th August – Marriage of Richard John Maslin and Claire Mills 
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From the Rector – From the Rector – now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubitt & West Estate Agents are delighted to support 

St. Faith’s Church Parish Magazine 

If you would like a free market appraisal of your property please call 

Cubitt & West, Havant Office on 023 9249 2708 

www.cubittandwest.co.uk 
 

 
Brookfield Hotel 

EMSWORTH 
The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

http://www.cubittandwest/
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Do you have  Foot Problems? 
 

If so, have them dealt with by TONY PERCIVAL who has 

twenty years’ experience as a qualified chiropodist MBChA, MSSCh, but 

now practising in your area as a FOOT HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAL. 
Have your feet seen to in the comfort of your own home on a regular basis.  

 

Phone 023 9245 4393 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Kobblers & Keys 
●Watch Straps and Batteries Fitted ●Shoe Repairs 

●Key Cutting     ●Engraving 

 

 
15 Market Parade, Havant 

023 9245 2111 
 

 

http://www.bscare/
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St Faith’s September 2008 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19.Accolade for getting on in time (6) 
20.Goes to and fro for some comedians 

(4) 
21.Former French statesman sounds 

count on currency (10) 

Across 
 1.A lookalike for expired campanologist 

(4,6) 
 7.In France, language contains style 

and vigour (4) 
 8.Two men, but one benefactor (6) 
 9.Moses’ brother in charge of high 

priesthood (7) 
10.Undo green lid to release the bird (8) 
11.Unaspirated desire for old measure of 

wine (5) 
13.Snake comes to a stop, found on 

roadway (7) 
14.Nacotics found in five hundred floor 

coverings (5) 
17.Disabled, but prime aid being 

arranged (8) 
18.Raglan and Wellington, for example – 

also Belisha (7) 

Down  
 1.Having drink in action – sent abroad 

(8) 
 3.It’s Rose’s lot to be just drifting around 

(8) 
 5.Get up again, perhaps on this horse 

(7) 
 9.The man’s way of composing 

devotional songs (7) 
13.In the past back in street competed in 

ancient games (7) 
17.Press politician in confused lie (5) 

 2.”And my divine ------ brings to 
whisper at the grates” (6) 

 4.Novel archipelago of ill fame (5) 
 6.Contest held in name of French poet 

(6) 
11.By chance gives drink to one on the 

right (8) 
12.Gave up – plastered (8) 
15.Cancel a second ring of bells? (6) 
16.Nothing left in area of small space 

marked off by lines (6) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 

Answers to the editor by 15
th

 September please! 
Answers to August 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.Last Orders, 8.Scenery, 9.Train, 10.Saps, 11.Reporter, 13.Donar, 14.Arris, 
16.Anderson, 17.Gimp, 20.Magog, 21.Thomist, 22.Fearnought. 

 Down: 1.Lasts, 2.Sleeping Dogs, 3.Over, 4.Dryden, 5.Rational, 6.Easter Rising, 7.Ingress, 
12.Prorogue, 13.Dharma, 15.Boater, 18.Pitot, 19.Togo. 
3 entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Ruth Tunks. 
One late correct entry was received for July from Ralph Hollins 
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Word Search – Back to School 
September is the month when children go back to school after the summer holiday.  
Can you find the names associated with school in the grid below?  Words may be 
read forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  Where 
a”/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 

 

ART HEAD PENCIL 
ASSEMBLY KITCHEN PLAYGROUND 
BOARD LESSONS READING 
CHAIR LIBRARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN MATHS SINGING 
CLASSROOM MUSIC TABLE 
DINING/ROOM NOTEBOOK TEACHER 
ENGLISH PAPER UNIFORM 
GYM PEN WRITING 

 
 

F I N U S H T A M M Y G C T I K 

U D N U O R G Y A L P Y T E W I 

L G N E I G L Y B L I B H R A T 

G E A A T R R M P O N O I N A C 

N R H S H A E E U O A T D A E H 

I C C S R S Y H T S I R E P A P 

G H L B S I I N C N I T D G A E 

N I I A U N I L G A E C M N O N 

I L E S S O N S G A E M O I G C 

S D M A T S I E U N U T O D N I 

R R I E C G R N L S E E R A I L 

O E A H N Y I O I B O A S E T E 

G N O I S F R A O A A S U R I S 

H O N S O E G O H M E T N O R S 

L I E R A K K C G M A R E R W U 

D L M D U N E H C T I K P S U M 
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Palestine – Views from another Pair of Eyes 
I was very interested to read the series 
of articles in 'Faith Matters' about 
Palestine, as I had some experience of 
that country myself in the mid-1940s. 

I was put on a draft for the Middle East 
in the autumn of 1944, after a long 
period of training for technical work 
with the Royal Corps of Signals.  
Towards the end of September of that 
year we sailed from Liverpool on the 
troopship 'Duchess of Bedford'.  This 
was a former Canadian Pacific liner 
which had been taken over by the 
government.  It was known to the 
troops as 'The Drunken Duchess', and 
it was not long before I discovered why 
it had acquired this nickname!  As we 
entered the Bay of Biscay we met 
some heavy weather, as one might 
expect there.  Just as I was about to 
descend a stairway to a lower deck, it 
came up to meet me!  For the next few 
days, most of the troops aboard were 
rather inactive!  Fortunately things 
settled down after we passed Gibraltar 
and entered the Mediterranean Sea. 

The voyage lasted a fortnight - no 
quick air travel then - and as we 
approached Alexandria, where we 
were to dock, we went up on deck to 
watch.  After ten minutes we had to go 
below again - the sun was too hot for 
us!  After a few days in Egypt we 
began to get used to the heat, and had 
no more bother.  It was the same with 
the brightness: I had to wear 
sunglasses, but as in those days there 
were no plastic lenses, they were 
made of glass, and after breaking 
several pairs I managed to do without 
them. 

We spent a few nights in a Transit 

Camp near Cairo, then boarded a train 
going north and after crossing the 
Sinai Desert we entered Palestine.  
Travelling on up the country, we came 
to Haifa in the north where we spent 
another few days in a Transit Camp.  
This gave me my first opportunity to 
see something of Palestine.  We 
explored Haifa, both the older port, and 
the newer Jewish area on Mount 
Carmel.  By a strange coincidence, in 
October sixty-two years later almost to 
the day, I had lunch in the Californian 
town of Carmel. 

In Haifa I noticed a display of notices 
and posters written in Hebrew, and my 
impression was that they were upside 
down.  I stooped right down 
(something I could do in those days!), 
looked up at them from underneath, 
and they still seemed to be upside 
down!  Further on we saw another 
notice announcing, in English, a 
performance that evening by the Israel 
National Opera Company of the 
operetta 'Lilac Time', which was written 
using the music of Schubert.  Some of 
us went along, and thoroughly enjoyed 
it, although it was sung in Hebrew, but 
as it started so late in the evening we 
had to leave after the first act. 

While in Haifa I took the opportunity to 
visit Nazareth.  I had to go by local 
bus, and my memory tells me I had to 
change buses halfway.  In Nazareth, 
quite a modern town, there was 
nothing to link it with Bible days, but 
the old synagogue did have something 
of a suggestion of those times, and I 
could quite imagination it was in just 
such a building that Jesus was invited 
to read from the Book of Isaiah, as 
recorded in St. Luke's gospel Chapter 
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4, verses 16-30. 

After a few days in Haifa, we moved on 
to Beirut, the capital of Lebanon, and I 
was stationed in that area for the next 
eighteen months.  This included the 
end of the war in Europe, VE Day, in 
May 1945.  All the army units stationed 
there held a mock parade more on the 
lines of a carnival, with decorated army 
vehicles depicting the defeat of Hitler.  
A day or two later, some incident 
occurred in that volatile country, and as 
we were passing through the town 
centre, Martyr's Square, or Place des 
Canons, shots were fired.  I have 
never seen a crowd disperse and 
disappear so quickly, though no doubt 
the locals had had lots of practice!  
The United States and Britain each 
sent a warship to Beirut, and all of our 
army vehicles had to display a Union 
Flag to ensure our immunity from the 
local fighting.  After a few days an 
agreement was reached, and things 
settled down again.  For a few weeks I 
was on detachment to Ninth Army 
headquarters, in a town called Aley, in 
the hills above Beirut, where they had 
taken over the former Grand Hotel.  I 
was there when Japan surrendered, 
and the hotel was decorated with flags 
and bunting.  Aley was on the railway 
from Beirut to Damascus, and such 
were the gradients that it took the train 
two hours for the ten miles or so! 

Whilst in Beirut, I paid some visits to 
Christian workers in nearby towns and 
villages in the hills.  On one of these 
trips, I went up in the local bus, and as 
it was full, I had to share the back seat 
with a sheep!  Sometimes these local 
buses would carry a piece of furniture 
tied to the roof to oblige one of the 
passengers. 

It was not unusual in Beirut to see a 
tramcar go by with a row of chickens 
perched on the rear dashboard.  
Passengers would hang on to the 
outside of the tram, jump off when the 
conductor came along and run 
alongside, then climb on again after he 
had passed along the car.  The tram 
drivers seemed to think that in order to 
make the car go, they had to sound 
the foot-operated gong, so they went 
trundling along with the driver 
stamping away on the pedal. All drivers 
seemed to be called 'Ahmed', and after 
each stop the conductor would call out, 
'Marchez, Ahmed’ and the driver would 
set off, with the inevitable gong 
sounding loudly.  Lebanon and Syria 
had been French mandates between 
the wars, hence the use of the French 
language. 

In the spring of 1946, I was posted to 
join the staff of the Middle East School 
of Signals near Cairo, to help train the 
young soldiers coming out from 
England, by now National Service 
conscripts.  As soon as I arrived there, 
before taking up any duties, I was 
given a month's leave in England, so it 
was not until June 1946 that I began 
my work there.  I was not to stay in 
Egypt for long, as the political situation 
required the withdrawal of all British 
troops from Egypt except for the Canal 
Zone.  We moved before we needed 
to, but as our Colonel told us, by going 
soon he had the choice of a new 
location, whereas if he waited, he 
would have had to take whichever 
camp was allocated to us. 

So in October 1946 I once again 
entered Palestine from Egypt, only this 
time it was by road.  I was part of the 
advance party, and we took some of 
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our equipment on trucks over the Sinai 
Desert.  Our new location was in a 
camp near Gaza, where several Army 
Schools were already established.  
Gaza, so often in the news nowadays, 
was not the densely populated town 
seen on our television screens, but a 
small, sleepy place centred round a 
long main street.  There was a Church 
Missionary Society hospital, and I 
came to know the doctor in charge. 

By this time the Jewish terrorists were 
active, calling for an independent 
Jewish state.  The King David Hotel in 
Jerusalem had been blown up just a 
few months before we moved to Gaza.  
Illegal immigrants - there's nothing 
new! - were attempting to land on the 
coast.  Orders came that we were to 
mount a 24 hour picket to guard our 
part of the camp, and guess who was 
'selected' to take charge of it?  We 
were all pleased when the order came 
to stand down after only a week or so. 

In December 1946 we arranged to take 
a party of our students up to Jerusalem 
for the weekend.  On the Saturday 
evening, after we had arrived, we went 
for a meal, and half way through we 
heard guns firing outside in the street.  
We had to stay inside until things were 
quiet again, by which hour there was 
no time to do any sight-seeing.  That 
left us only part of Sunday to visit the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Via 
Dolorosa, and to go on to Bethlehem 
to see the Church of the Nativity.  
Though interesting, none of these 
places conveyed much of the true 
atmosphere of the events which took 
place there in Bible times.  It was only 
on the Saturday night, walking back in 
the dark after the shooting had 
stopped, that I could sense a 

'something' in the air, hard to describe, 
but giving the Impression that 
Jerusalem was, in some indefinable 
way, a 'special' place.  The only other 
occasion when I have had a similar 
impression was in Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

When I think of the sophisticated 
equipment used by the army of today, I 
feel that what we used sixty years ago 
was really primitive, but at that time it 
was the latest in technology.  One 
piece of apparatus we had gave three 
extra telephone circuits in addition to 
the normal telephone line, hence it was 
called a '1+3'.  When you think what 
can be done now with tiny microchips, 
memory cards, and using fibre optic 
cables, the 1+3 consisted of three 
large bays reaching from floor to 
ceiling in order to accommodate the 
necessary circuits.  The new '1+4' 
which replaced it was smaller, only two 
shoulder-height bays.  Both 
instruments were included in my 
department's syllabus, but when the 
1+3 became redundant it had to be 
returned to the army stores in Allenby 
Barracks in Jerusalem.  It was loaded 
on a truck, and with a party of students 
to act as guards, all of us armed with 
sten guns, we set off.  Not far along 
the road we were stopped by an army 
patrol.  We were told that some illegal 
immigrants were thought to have come 
ashore nearby, and we had to keep our 
eyes open for anything suspicious, but 
we saw nothing of them.  In several 
places along the road bridges over 
almost dried up rivers had been blown 
up, and we had to descend to the 
bottom, drive across, and back up to 
the road on the other side. 

At Allenby Barracks, I went to the 
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stores and handed over the equipment 
to the Lieutenant Quartermaster in 
charge, obtaining the all important 
signature from him so removing it from 
my responsibility.  Then I said, "Can 
you tell me the way to the armoury, so 
that I can leave this gun while I go for 
a meal?”  Weapons were not allowed 
to be taken in to meals back at the 
School of Signals.  He just laughed 
and replied, 'You're in Jerusalem now; 

you take it in with you.'  So I did! 

My stint at the School of Signals came 
to an end in June 1947, and I returned 
to England.  Some ten weeks of 
demobilisation leave took me to the 
date in September when I exchanged 
army life for an academic one by 
entering college to study for the 
teaching profession. 

Trevor Hopkinson 

 

A little boy in the Sunday club noticed that the parish priest was visiting his 
grandfather.  The boy ran to his mother calling “mummy, mummy the man who 
works in the church is in grandpa’s office”.  Mother asked who the boy meant; the 
reply was, ”you know the one who wears a green mane on Sunday”! 

 
25 minutes from Larnaca airport.  Sleeps 3-4.  Swimming pool, sandy beaches, 

snorkelling coves, walking, cycling, good restaurants.   
Go to www.carolacworth.co.uk or ring 0871 7168955.  Quote CAROLA for 20% 

discount 
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Vacant (Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden & Chairman) Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer)    Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Lisa Roonan 

Mrs Jenny Sagrott Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas 

Mr Jeremy Toole   Mrs Sylvia Willey 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Colin 

Carter and Lisa Roonan. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Sylvia Willey and Paul Utting (Christchurch Centre). 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Paul Utting. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Colin 
Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird and Lisa 
Roonan. 

 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Vacant  

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 01243 370290 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 5918 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Kate Walsh 023 9247 1646 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 5918 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 7th September 8.00am Eucharist (Revd R Acworth) 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

AFTER TRINITY  (Revd K Uphill) 

 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Revd R Acworth) 

 

Sunday 14th September 8.00am Eucharist (Revd D Divall) 

SEVENTEETH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Canon B Hammond) 
 6.30pm United Service at Methodist Church 
 

Sunday 21st September 8.00am Eucharist (Revd W Kennedy) 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Shorrock) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Dr T Hopkinson) 
 

Sunday 28th September 8.00am Eucharist (Revd K Uphill) 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Dr T Hopkinson) 

 

Sunday 5th October 8.00am Eucharist  

HARVEST FESTIVAL & 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas Chapel 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY  (Revd K Uphill) 

AFTER TRINITY 9.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL &  

  FAMILY EUCHARIST (Revd D Lyndsey 
   with Revd A Croad from Tearfund) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Julie Harrington) 
 

 Midweek Services 
Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  
4th & 11th – Revd R Acworth; 18th – Revd J Shorrock; 25th – Revd K Uphill 

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist  
6th & 27th - Revd J Pilkington; 13th – Revd C Abbott 
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


