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From the Editor 
Another eventful year is coming to a 
close that has been recorded in 
“Faith Matters”.  The first six months 
of 2009 and we were still in an 
interregnum, but our prayers were 
answered when Canon Peter Jones 
took up the challenge and we saw 
his collation and induction as the 
Rector of St. Faith’s on 1 June 2009 
which we followed by welcoming him 
and his wife Tricia. 

 

2009 also saw the retirement of our 
Verger, Vicki Mockford, the passing 
of Canon Derek Brown, our Rector 
from 1969 to 2000 and the 
retirement of Bishop Kenneth. 

Of our properties, the Christchurch 
Centre was eventually leased for a 
nursery on 20 May 2009 and 
opened by the Mayor of Havant, Cllr 
Jackie Branson, on 29 August 2009 
under the name "Bright Beginnings 
Nursery".  Discussions continued 
with the Dynamo Youth Theatre for a 
way to accommodate the needs of 
both parties with the Church Hall.  

Unbudgeted maintenance and work 
to our properties drained our 
financial resources with the fire 
modifications for Church House and 
the ceiling repair in the Lady Chapel. 

Successful events organised in 2009 
included a “Mamma Mia” disco in 
March, the Snohomish County 
Children’s Choir from Washington 
State, USA in July, the Town Fair in 
September and a fashion show in 
October. 

Our parishioners have travelled to 
many places, both in the UK and 
abroad and have shared their 
exploits; and John Bradey retired 
after a century of crosswords for the 
magazine. 

In this edition on page 6, you can 
read Judy Glenister’s Christmas 
card.  Judy lost her vestigial sight 
when she was a small girl.   

We have two new advertisers, 
“Teresa’s Cakes” and “DC Property 
Maintenance”.  When you use them, 
and any of the other advertisers, 
make sure that you tell them you 
saw their advertisement in “Faith 
Matters”. 

As this is the Christmas 

crossword puzzle, a small prize of 

£10 to “the first all-correct 
solution opened after the closing 

date of 15 December” will be 

given – so, this month, let me 

have them in a sealed envelope 

please. 

Colin Carter
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From the Rector –‘The Wonder of Woolies’ 
Alas, the article title will disappear from 
our TV screens in this year’s run up to 
Christmas.  Competing for our custom 
as it did in the season that is crucial to 
all high street retailers this erstwhile 
world famous store offered a veritable 
treasure trove of Christmas gifts to 
choose from.  The ‘wonder’ laid out 
before our eyes summed up what 
Christmas markets large and small are 
all about, namely our opportunity to 
identify novel gifts that would maintain 
the belief in the hearts of all those we 
buy gifts for that they really are loved. 

At the editor’s invitation a significant 
part of this edition of “Faith Matters” 
will be dedicated to personal greetings 
which are another way of conveying to 
one another our care and concern for 
each others lives during this festive 
season.  Gifts, which are meant to be 
tokens of the ultimate gift that 
humankind can receive, come in all 
shapes, sizes and price brackets.  At 
least the ‘wonder of woolies’ helped 
keep the price to a manageable level 
and the proverbial question ‘what on 
earth can I get for Harry this year?’ at 
least had some financial limits. 

But gifts, especially Christmas gifts in 
whatever form they come, are meant 
to be tokens or reminders of the 
wonder that is the coming of Christ 
among us to declare to us that ‘God’s 
cause is man’s cause’.  Put simply this 
means that whatever we enjoy or 
endure in life God is there in our life 
experience urging us to accept his gift 
to us of a life that is full of wonder.  Our 
lives do not always glitter and are often 
dulled by events and experiences that 
threaten to destroy our belief in 
anything meaningful or positive.  The 

terrorist, the fraudster or the 
exploitative speculator is capable of 
spreading misery if not death itself. 

So what we give to one another as a 
token of what God has once for all 
given to us is important.  But its 
importance lies not in its economic 
value but in its symbolism of how 
prepared we are to love one another.  
Our wonder at the love that humans 
are capable of will also lead us to 
wondering in this day and age about 
the love we need to show to our 
planet.  As we contemplate the range 
of gifts that we are capable of giving to 
one another before even spending one 
penny – love, joyfulness, patience, 
self-control, friendship – we might also 
think about and then act on the 
requirement laid upon us all to save 
ours and our children’s very existence 
on earth.  Giving life to our fellow 
humans only makes sense if there is 
somewhere for that life to be enjoyed. 

Giving may cost more than mere 
money; it will cost us a change in what 
we have come to expect.  The 
universal right to warm shelter can no 
longer depend on plentiful fossil fuelled 
heating.  Conservation will involve us 
in re-thinking how we clothe ourselves 
inside our homes as well as outside.  
These are the actions we can take to 
ensure that others have sufficient 
energy on which to live.  These are the 
Christmas gifts that are really 
expensive for us to give but not in 
monetary terms.  They cost us in love, 
in discipline and in commitment.  To 
the recipients they are invaluable.  To 
keep another person warm – a gift 
beyond price – will literally make us 
think about what we are to wear.  From 
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now on that just might be ‘the wonder 
of woolies’. 

With every blessing to you and your 
family this Christmas. 

Peter Jones

For Your Diary 
Saturday 5 December 10am-noon Coffee Morning Church 

Sunday 6 December 3pm Hampshire Recorder Society 

Christmas Concert 

Church 

Sunday 13 December 3pm Nine Lessons and Carols Church 

Thursday 24 December 4pm&6pm Carols by Candlelight Church 

Wednesday 6 January 7pm Epiphany Eucharist/Dinner Church/Brookfield 

Monday 11 January 7.30pm PCC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 8 February 7.30pm SC Meeting Rectory 

Monday 22 February 7.30pm PCC Meeting Rectory 

 

St. Faith’s Church Shop Opening Dates – 2010 
Monday 4 January- Friday 5 February Monday 1 March – Friday 2 April 

Monday 19 April – Friday 21 May Monday 7 June – Friday 9 July 

Monday 23 August – Friday 2 October Monday 18 October – Friday 26 Nov. 

 

Lest We Forget 
As we prepare for our Christmas celebrations, let us not forget that there will be 
sadness for a lot of families who have lost a beloved member of their family this 
year, many of them being in the Armed Forces as was depicted with the poppies 
displayed in St. Faith’s on Remembrance Day. 

  

 

Christmas Greetings 

 

Wishing everyone at St Faiths a very Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New 

Year, from David, Teresa ,Lydia, Amelia and Esther Atchison. 



 -4- 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 Pam and Derek Bowley 

 

Mary and Ken Bracher wish their many friends a very happy and blessed 

Christmas and New Year and thank them all for their many prayers and enquiries 
during these past months.  May God bless you all. 

 

To all our readers and friends at St. Faith’s and St. Nicholas a very Happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.  Thank you to all who have written articles 
and delivered “Faith Matters” and help in the Pastoral Centre.  

Beryl & Colin Carter  

 

Hilary and David wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and would like to say 

thank you for all the support given during this difficult year. 

 

Wishing all at St. Faith’s and St. Nicholas a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

with love from  Sandra Haggan 

 

Wishing one and all a Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year from Fiona, Colin, 
Louise and Ruth Hedley 

 

Wishing everyone at St. Faith’s a very blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.

 Val and Melvyn Rose 
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Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Valentine Searle 

 

A very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year to all our friends in St. Faith's. 

Roger and Marion Simmons 

 

Peter and Rosemary Thomas send their best wishes for a very Happy 

Christmas to all their friends at St Faith's.  Rosemary would like to thank all those 
who give so generously to arrange the flowers throughout the year. 

 

We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

 Joy and Paul Utting  

 

Colin and Sheila Warlow wish all their friends at St. Faith’s a very happy and 

peaceful Christmas and best wishes for 2009.   

 

To all our dear friends who are no longer able to attend the services at St. 

Faith’s and St. Nicholas we wish you a Happy Christmas and a healthy 2010. 

The Card I Have Chosen for Christmas 
It is a landscape depicting a domestic 
scene. The room is dimly lit with a 
background of deep cream walls. In 
the centre is a window with a white 
frame. The window is flanked by red 

and gold brocade curtains and a red 
pelmet. In the top half of the window 
we can see a deep blue evening sky 
and in the lower half a very rosy winter 
sunset. To the right, on higher ground, 
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houses can be seen, their walls and 
windows reflecting the rosy glow. 
Behind them is the spire of a church. 
In the top right hand corner of the 
window, hangs a branch of creeper 
with a few red leaves still on it and a 
little robin peering in at the window or 
maybe his own reflection. Below the 
window is a large oval table covered in 
a green cloth. The table top takes up 
nearly the whole of the bottom of the 
picture. 
At the back of the table is a white vase 
containing yellow and bronze 
chrysanthemums. In the centre of the 
vase is a sprig of holly which comes 
above the level of the window sill. 
Between two of the yellow blossoms 
are two pine cones. Lying on the table 
is a dark book; brown with a gold cross 
printed on the top. There is also a red 
glasses case, a pair of open scissors 
and some loops of untidy gold ribbon. 
At the extreme right of the picture 
stands a middle aged lady with 
medium brown hair and wearing a dark 
blue suit. She is facing the table and in 
front of her is a pile of envelopes and 
little packages ready for the post. In 
her left hand, she holds an envelope 
and we can just see her right hand 
fixing the stamp. Above her head is a 
lampshade and the lamp shines down 
on her head and the table. 

In the opposite corner sits a little eight 
year old girl wearing a blue jersey. She 
has her blonde hair tied back in a blue 
band, blue eyes and her little face is 
full of concentration. Her right hand is 
holding a red pen and left hand is 
holding down a Christmas card. 
Behind her stands an eleven year old 
boy wearing a green jacket, hands 
thrust in his pockets and head turned 
towards his sister with a cheeky 
expression on his face. In front of him, 
we can see the head and shoulders of 
a yellow labrador. He has a red collar 
and he is looking up towards the boy. 
Above the boy's head is a square 
wooden clock with a white face 
showing the time to be 10 to 4. Across 
the red pelmet the message of 
Christmas is written in gold letters. The 
inscription inside the card reads: 
If you are lonely, may Christmas bring 
you friendship 
If you are stressed, may Christmas 
bring you peace of mind 
If you are grieving, may you find 
solace at Christmas 
If your heart is full of joy, may you 
spread it to everyone you meet. 
With best wishes for Christmas and 
New Year from Judy and Innis. 

Judy Glenister (transcribed by 

Rosemary Thomas)

Decoy Hayling Island 
In the Second World War the success 
of the British in deceiving the Germans 
was legendary.  To deceive the enemy 
about the time and location of D Day, 
we had radio traffic coming from an 
imaginary invasion army in Kent, huge 
quantities of silver paper dropped at 
altitude to confuse the enemy radar 
that an air armada was on its way to 

Calais, an actor, Clifton James, 
impersonating General (later Field 
Marshal) Montgomery so that the 
enemy thought he was in Gibraltar 
when D-Day started etc., etc.  Closer 
to home, Portsmouth that is, what 
about the deception which lured 
enemy bombers away from the city 
during the blitz? 
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The deception was started by building 
two sites, one in Langstone Harbour 
and one on Sinah Common, Hayling 
Island.  They consisted of what was 
described as “a string of ingeniously 
designed and carefully positioned 
structures, which when lit from inside, 
gave the impression of lights shining 
through chinks in doors and windows” 
as if the wartime blackout was being 
inefficiently applied.  At each site, 
decoy fires were prepared in what was 
described as “Starfish” pattern.  The 
fires were of different types so that 
when they were lit they corresponded 
to the types of fires seen from the air 
when the city was being bombed.  
They were all fuelled by oil and ignited 
from a control point.  Each fire could 
burn for four hours, with sufficient fuel 
to be used on two nights.  They were 
ignited once an air raid had started, so 
that oncoming waves of bombers 
would think that the fires below were 
the result of bombs falling on the city.  
The incoming bombers would then 
drop their bombs in and around the 
fires.  It was recorded that one night in 
1941, 140 bombers dropped over 100 
tons of bombs in Langstone Harbour 
and Sinah Common. 

Had we known about it at the time, the 
citizens of Portsmouth including those 
little girls who became Jean Uphill and 
Joy Bryant would have been grateful to 
the authorities for sparing the city from 
more destruction and casualties.  By 
now, dear reader, you are seeing 
another side to this story.  It was one 

thing to decoy aircraft to Langstone 
Harbour but quite another thing to 
bring them to Hayling Island.  As 
someone said at the time, “What’s 
Portsmouth’s loss is Hayling Island’s 
gain!”  To the horror of the military, 
word soon spread across the island 
that Sinah Common had been 
converted into a decoy bomb site!  The 
problem facing the military was that it 
was necessary to have the decoy sites 
close to Portsmouth Harbour and 
Dockyard.  Public meetings took place 
and the Hayling residents voiced their 
anger without regard to the Official 
Secrets Act!  Fortunately, none of this 
got back to the enemy and the military 
kept up their decoys until the end of 
the war.  Thankfully, air raids reduced 
considerably over the last three or four 
years of the war, so the decoys were 
rarely used after 1941. 

As far as I know, our Lay Deacon, Dr 
Trevor Hopkinson, who is now a 
resident of Hayling Sea Front, was not 
living there at this time.  He was facing 
greater danger in the Army in the 
Middle East.  As for Colonel Peter 
Thomas, he was away from Langstone 
Harbour, and in more danger in the 
Royal Marines in the Japanese theatre 
of war in the Far East.  But did anyone 
at St Faith’s experience life near a 
decoy site?  I am sure our Editor would 
like to hear from you. 

Roger Bryant 

 

Editorial:  as plans got under way for the Allied invasion of Sicily in June 1943, 
British counter-intelligence agent Ewen Montagu masterminded a scheme to 
mislead the Germans into thinking the next landing would occur in Greece.  The 
innovative plot was so successful that the Germans moved some of their forces 
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away from Sicily, and two weeks into the real invasion still expected an attack in 
Greece.  This extraordinary operation called for a dead body, dressed as a Royal 
Marine officer and carrying false information about a pending Allied invasion of 
Greece, to wash up on a Spanish shore near the town of a known Nazi agent.  This 
story was in a book "The Man Who Never Was" which was made into a film in 1956 
starring Clifton Webb. 

 

Where did Christmas Stockings come from? 
No one is really sure, but a story is told 
of St Nicholas, a bishop who lived in 
the 4th century, who may have started 
the custom by accident.  St Nicholas 
was of a wealthy family, and of a 
generous heart.  As Christmas 
approached one year, he wanted to 
help a poor family whom he knew, but 
he did not want them to know it was 
him.  So he climbed up on their roof on 
Christmas Eve and dropped some 
coins down the chimney. 

The next morning the coins, to the 
great surprise of the family, were found 
in the stockings of the ladies, who had 
hung them to dry by the fire the night 
before.  Every year after that they put 
their stockings out, in the hope that 
some more money would fall into 
them.  They told the story of this 
amazing appearance to their friends 
and neighbours, and the custom 
caught on. 

From the Registers 
1 November: Baptism of Leon William Frank Bailey, Isobelle Charlotte Caton and 

Kiki Lee Wilds 

19 December: Marriage of Tanya Haggan and Isaac Owusu 
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Buildings Management Committee - 12 October 2009 
Churchfields.  Plastering and 
decorating had been done in No2 
Churchfields.  The electrics had been 
checked and cleaning done prior to the 
new tenant moving in on 16 October. 

Hall Complex.  Following complaints 
about the cleanliness of the Hall, a 
cleaner had been engaged to do 
regular cleaning and future hirers of 
the Hall will be required in their 
contract to leave it in a clean and tidy 
condition.  The meeting expressed 
concern about the protracted 
negotiations with the Dynamo Youth 
Theatre and unanimously required an 
urgent decision on the future of the 
Hall. 

Christ Church Bungalow.  The 
tenancy had been extended for a 
further year.  A large conifer tree close 
to the bungalow had been made safe 
by being “topped” and the dead wood 
removed. 

2 North Street.  There was still a 
dispute over the payment of rent and 
repair costs.  A letter had been sent to 
the leaseholder setting out possible 
action if he continued to default. 

St Faith’s Church.  Scaffolding was 
now in place in the Lady Chapel and 
repairs to the ceiling would cost an 
estimated £6,000. 

 

PCC Meeting 19 October 2009 
Rapid Parish Development 

Programme.  Canon Nick Ralph and 
Mr Leigh Rampton gave a presentation 
to the meeting about how we respond 
to the social and cultural challenges 
facing St Faith’s Church.  The 
Development Programme would take 
three days and its use in the parish 
would be considered by the Standing 
Committee. 

Treasurer’s Report.  Helen Faulkner 
reported that for the period up to 
September 2009, income had been 
£95,167 and expenditure £95,145, 
giving a balance, with rounding, of £21.  
The forecast income for 2009 was 
£130K (Budget £132K), expenditure 
£124K (Budget £115.5) which gave a 
balance of £6K (Budget £16.5).  Helen 
reported that Sandra Haggan had 
joined the Finance Committee. 

Stewardship Campaign.  Dennis 
Lloyd would be helping us to launch a 
new stewardship campaign which 
would include a Parish Stewardship 
Health Check.  If our giving were 
equivalent to the national average, our 
parish income would increase by 
£25K.  

PDG Report.  Negotiations with the 
Dynamo Youth Theatre (DYT) would 
be concluded by the end of the month.  
We would not be committed to a 10 
year lease because of our own future 
needs. 

BMC Report.  The tenant had moved 
in to 2 Churchfields and the fence had 
been repaired.  Further inspection of 
the Lady Chapel had revealed 15 
areas of the ceiling in danger of 
collapse.  Urgent action was required 
which would cost more than the 
original estimate of £6K.  A Faculty had 
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been received for the Handrail to the Choir Vestry. 

 

PDG Meeting – 26 October 2009 
Rapid Parish Development (RPD) 

Programme.  The cost for the 3-day 
programme to St. Faith’s would be 
£600 for one day of Lee Rampton’s 
time with one day being paid by Canon 
Nick Ralph and the other being given 
for free by Lee.  The Rector had 
arranged for the first meeting of three 
for Saturday 28 November from 10am 
to 1pm in Church House. 

Restoration & Redevelopment (R&R) 

Funds.  Out of the £54,832 in the 
Property Development Account, there 
is £44,132 in the R&R Fund.  With the 
fund paying for the Lady Chapel roof, 
estimated to be around £10K, this will 
leave the R&R Fund with around £34K. 

Church Hall and Dynamo Youth 

Theatre (DYT).  The Rector had 
informed the DYT that the parish 
needed to go through a series of 
exercises before an answer could be 
given to the proposed lease and that a 
decision would be deferred until after 
the PCC meeting on 11 January 2010.  
However, we wanted to form a 
partnership with DYT and in so doing it 
could go ahead with minor alterations 

and could hold their Christmas show in 
the hall. 

Roberts Centre.  The Rector had held 
a meeting with Carol Damper, Chief 
Executive Officer, of the Roberts 
Centre in Portsmouth who provide 
family support and work with Social 
Services.  It is an independent charity 
who has aspirations to work in Havant.  
It has a good track record for raising 
large amounts of money for buildings 
and is interested in working with us in 
partnership. 

Future Role of PDG.  There have 
been an increasing number of actions 
that are either split between the BMC 
and the PDG, or at least are of concern 
to both groups while our major re-
development project has been 
interrupted due to lack of capital funds.  
Furthermore, there has been some 
confusion as to the demarcation of the 
roles between the BMC and the PDG.  
It was agreed that we need to look at 
the whole strategy and rationalisation 
of committees after the RPD 
programme.
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DC Property Maintenance 
Office:  109 North Street Emsworth 

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL/EXTERNAL WORK 
Painting and Decorating inside and out 

Floor and wall tiling  – laminate floors laid 
Gutters, Soffits and Fascia Renewal (UPVC or wood) 

Carpentry i.e. Door hanging, shelf fitting 
Gutter clearance 

FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICE 
Patio / Drives Laid /Patio’s Cleaned 

Fence replacement, mending or painting 
Hedge cutting and lawn mowing service 

Bespoke garden furniture made 
Wooden gates designed and made to order 

Local References Available – Fully Insured - All Work Guaranteed 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE – NO VAT CHARGED 
 

Phone 01243 389345 - 07766 491118 

 

Where did Christmas trees come from? 
There are two early stories that 
mention fir trees.  The first involves St 
Boniface, who went to Germany in the 
8th century as a missionary and found 
people sacrificing a child to their god 
under an oak tree.  Boniface was 
appalled, and rescued the child.  He 
then chopped down the oak tree and 
found a tiny fir tree growing nearby.  
He gave this to the people and said: 
“This is a symbol of life.  Whenever 
you look at this tree, remember the 
Christ-child who is the one who will 

give you life, because he gave his life 
for you.”  

The second early fir tree story involves 
Martin Luther in the 16th century.  It is 
said that one year he decided to drag 
a fir tree into his home and to decorate 
it with candles.  He used it as a visual 
aid, telling people that the candles 
symbolised Jesus as the light of the 
world, and the evergreen tree 
symbolised the eternal life that Jesus 
gives to us.  Many of the people who 
followed Luther were struck by the 
idea, and took up the custom. 

 

Why are Christmas trees like bad knitters?  They both drop needles! 
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Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 

 

Accommodation in Abbeyfield 
Accommodation is available in Abbeyfield, Emsworth Road, Havant, 

a sheltered housing scheme.  Good home cooked meals, call alarm 
system in each room, pleasant location 

For further details, telephone the Area Manager on 

023 9252 5455 or 07870 555379 
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The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet 

relaxed service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work 
or settling into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking & 

Broadband connection throughout. 

 Serving Lunch & Dinner 7-days a week  

 We cater for any occasion – family celebration, weddings, christenings  

and much more…… 

 Competitive accommodation rates for visiting friends & relatives!  

Diary of Events 2009/10 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed…!! 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, EMSWORTH, Hampshire PO10 7LF 
Tel: 01243 373363      Fax: 01243 376342 

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk      Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk 
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All about gas 
Heating & Plumbing Services Ltd 

16 The Parchment, Havant, Hants, PO9 1HD 

023 9247 2789, 07834 069488 

 

  • Central heating & hot water repairs 

  • All types of boiler repaired & serviced 

  • Energy saving boilers supplied & fitted 

  • System cleansing & de-scaling 

  • Cookers, fires & water heaters 

  • Experienced Corgi register engineers 
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B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 
hours a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 
We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 

employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

HAVANT DOG WALKING SERVICE 
 

Mature fully insured dog walker available for either regular or one off walks 
 

* Good quality walks in local areas 
* Minimum of 2 dogs walked at a time 

* Over 25 years experience with rescued dogs 

 

Jane on 07840 243374 or 01243 372099 
                           www.janethedoglady.co.uk 

NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 
Engineered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

http://www.bscare/
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GRAY & SKELLEY 
 PROPERTY SERVICES 
LTD 
  

 Kitchens & bathrooms fitted 

 Floors  Tiles  Laminate 
 Painting & Decorating 
 Loft Conversions 
 Carpets Fitted 
 Carpentry 
 Plumbing & Extensions 

 

Office: 01243 372795  Free Phone: 0800 9550399 
All work fully insured and guaranteed by family business 

 

 
 

 

 
Osteopathy – The safe and natural treatment for pain… 

 

                                         Stephen Jupp BSc.(Hons)Ost.    
                                   Registered Osteopath 

 

                                                   c/o Rex Wingate Eye Care Centre 
                                               26 North Street 

                                                 Havant PO9 1PR 
 

                                                 Appointments: 023 9248 4184 
 

                                               Unsure whether Osteopathy can help you?  
                                               Please ask us about a free 15 minute consultation. 

 

                                                 www.osteopath-Havant.com 

For relief from:- 

Back Pain      

Neck Pain 

Sciatica 

Arthritic Pain 

Arm Pain 

Leg Pain 

Sports Injuries 

Disc Problems 

Muscle and Joint 

strains 

Migraine/Headache 

Sinus Problems 
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St Faith’s December 2009 Christmas Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.Pious man within sight – that’s odd! 

(7) 

Across 
  1.He-men stage an uprising in the 

garden (10) 
  8.Ron’s in the YMCA but mixed up – 

how appropriate! (7) 
  9.Christmas girl maybe (5) 
10.Christmas boy maybe (4) 
11.This will keep you awake (8) 
13.Ascend with the  help of a member 

(5) 
14.Looking glass girl (5) 
16.Use merit in a way for the retired 

professor (8) 
17.A measure found in a crevice (4) 
20.Queen Boudicca led this ancient tribe 

(5) 
22.A date maybe for a pre-marital 

situation (10) 

Down  
 1.Go with it in the wood (5) 
 3.Go down in the kitchen (4) 
 5.Saintly soul has his day this month (8)  
 7.Don’t let time elapse for a word of 

gratitude (6) 
12.A state of forgetfulness (8) 
15.A visit to this country always provides 

a first class return (6) 
19.This Canadian lake sounds weird (4) 

 2.Number of Musketeers met these 
sages (5,4,3) 

 4.I’m in China when impersonating (6) 
 6.Earnest at first, and then annoy for 

this gift (12) 
13.Re-arrange a direct debit to your 

advantage (6) 
18.Push this button to end the DVD (5) 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Logogriph 

 

Answers to the editor by 15th December please! 
Answers to November 2009 Crossword 
Across: 1.Curios, 4.Isis, 9.Nurse, 10.Innings, 11.Dodgems, 12.Ox-eye, 13.As You Like It, 17.Rival, 
19.Timothy, 22.Vertigo, 23.Prone, 24.Loin, 25.Jested. 
 Down: 1.Caned, 2.Reredos, 3.Obese, 5.Singe, 6.System, 7.Dissolution, 8.In Dock, 14.Oil Rig, 
15.Introit, 16.Travel, 18.Verdi, 20.Maple, 21.Yield. 
Three entries were received, all correct, from Marion Simmons, Ann Slade and Colin Warlow. 

Don’t forget, that for this Christmas edition, there is a prize of £10 for the first 
all-correct solution opened after the closing date of 15 December.  
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Word Search – Christmas 
Can you find the words associated with Christmas?  On completion, some of the 
letters remaining make up the words we say during the Parish Eucharist.  Can you 
find them?  Words may be read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are 
in straight lines.  Where a “/” is shown the words are not contiguous in the grid. 

 

ANGELS FAIRY/LIGHTS PRESENTS 
BELLS FAMILY PUDDING 
BIRTH/OF/CHRIST GREETINGS PUNCH 
CARDS HOLLY SHEPHERDS 
CAROLS IVY STAR 
CHRISTMAS/TREE MINCE/PIES TINSEL 
CHURCH MISTLETOE TOYS 
CRACKERS NATIVITY TURKEY 

 

P E A C E X C R A X B E X G B 

N A Y T I V I T A N T I N R I 

W I T H X Y O U X T I N S E L 

F A S D R E H P E H S H E E I 

M I N F S L E G N A N G H T G 

E O T E L T S I M U P C R I H 

P C H R I S T T S I N I A N T 

U A C O H B S O U U N A E G S 

D R R Y L I G S P R A C R S T 

Y O U R R L R L S B K H E U N 

L L H H T I Y L D E I E I S E 

I S C R A C K E R S R R Y R S 

M E A H T R I B A T F O V U E 

A B R T A E R G C O T S I T R 

F A I R Y L I G G N I D D U P 
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Queen Mary 2 – Cruise to the Mediterranean 
Having encouraged parishioners to 
write about their travels for “Faith 
Matters” I thought I had to do some 
writing myself after our cruise in the 
Queen Mary 2 (QM2) to the 
Mediterranean and give readers an 
insight to cruising in the Cunard 
flagship. 

Last year, Beryl and I went on the 
penultimate cruise in the QE2 before 
she sailed to become a permanent 
hotel in Dubai – see the January 2009 
edition of “Faith Matters”.  However, 
these plans are on hold due to the 
world economic downturn and she may 
sail to Cape Town to provide additional 
hotel accommodation for the Football 
World Cup in South Africa starting in 
June 2010.   

Having enjoyed the QE2 so much we 
embarked in the QM2 on 14 
September 2009 for a cruise to the 
Mediterranean. 

 

Our taxi soon had us at the Ocean 
Cruise Terminal in Southampton – 
there are no restrictions on how much 
luggage you can take so it was nice for 
Beryl to be able to take lots of clothes 
for all occasions!  Whilst waiting to 

check in we met Sandra and Bob from 
Washington State, USA, who knew the 
town of Snohomish and the children’s 
choir that had sung so beautifully in St. 
Faith’s Church on 10 July.  We saw 
them a few times on the cruise and on 
one occasion we asked Bob if he was 
enjoying himself and he said “So much 
so that Sandra is e-mailing our 
daughter to sell the house as we are 
moving on to the Queen Mary 2”!  It is 
such a great ship so it was quite 
understandable how our American 
friends felt.  In fact, it is a floating 5-
star hotel with 1,310 staterooms – the 
food, personnel, décor, staterooms, 
restaurants, organisation, shows, 
dancing, arrangements, and everything 
else, are all superb.  Onboard were 
2,599 passengers (1,327 from the UK, 
686 Americans, 292 Canadians, 54 
Chinese and 36 other nationalities), 
with 1,241 crew (690 from the 
Philippines, 106 from the UK, 68 from 
India, 44 South Africans and 48 other 
nationalities).  It is a large ship with a 
lot of people but one did not get the 
impression at any time that it was 
crowded.  One of the nicest things we 
found was meeting and talking to 
people and having a laugh over trivial 
incidents. 

We were soon on board in our 
stateroom (cabin) and met Adrian our 
steward from the Philippines.  
Historically, in cruise liners, it is called 
a stateroom after the paddle steamers 
on the Mississippi who called the 
cabins by the names of the US States.  
After emergency drills, we enjoyed the 
complimentary bottle of champagne on 
our balcony as the QM2 sailed on a 
warm, clear evening under the 
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command of Commodore Bernard 
Warner through the Solent with a 
lovely view of Carisbrooke Castle.  At 
dinner, we met two lovely couples who 
would be our companions for evening 
meals during the cruise; Frank and 
Laura from Norfolk, Virginia, USA and 
Norma and Brian from Northampton.  
We also met our waiters Albert and 
Clark from the Philippines and our 
wine waiter Krishna from India who 
would be looking after us. 

The cruise took us to Lisbon, Gibraltar, 
and to four other ports, all within a 
contiguous day’s sailing - Civitavecchia 
(the port for Rome), Livorno (the main 
port in Tuscany for Florence and Pisa), 
Monte Carlo (the main port in Monaco) 
and Barcelona. 

The 12-day cruise consisted of 6 days 
in port and 6 days at sea, with 5 formal 
nights, 3 semi-formal and 4 elegant 
casual.  The formal evenings coincided 
with a Black & White Ball, a 
Masquerade Ball, a Buccaneer Ball 
and a Royal Ascot Ball when the ladies 
could show off their beautiful dresses 
and gowns – and wear hats for Ascot! 

There is always a very full programme 
when the ship is at sea that caters for 
all tastes in which one can participate 
or just relax on a sun bed on deck – 
you name it, they have it onboard, 
including a Spa, a gym, the largest 
library afloat, a Fine Art Gallery, a 
Flower Shop, Mayfair Shops, a Casino, 
a Planetarium, an Internet Centre, and 
much more.  There are 8 separate 
restaurants to meet all tastes and a 
typical English Pub for the likes of 
bangers & mash and fish & chips.  It is 
quite easy for your routine to revolve 
around meals as food is available at all 
times, with a white glove afternoon tea 
service being a favourite where one 

was entertained by a harpist, pianist 
and a string quartet.  There are also 12 
separate areas for having a drink.  
Apart from the gym and swimming, you 
can jog around the boat deck to shred 
all the pounds put on by eating.  Three 
times round is 1.1 mile (in the QE2 it 
was 5 times around) – there were 
joggers, walkers and strollers – Beryl & 
I were the latter!  We had some 
interesting speakers on astronomy; on 
our destinations; a QC on criminology; 
on the arts; and a salvage expert that 
gave very interesting talks on the “Loss 
of the Russian Submarine KURSK”.  
There were performances by The 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art 
(RADA) and one we particularly 
enjoyed was “Under Milk Wood” by 
Dylan Thomas.  Every evening there 
was a spectacular show with the Royal 
Cunard Singers & Dancers who would 
grace any west-end stage and 
included a ‘Tribute to Sting’ (David 
McLaine), a magician (Philip 
Hitchcock), a virtuoso flautist (Bettine 
Clemen), a really funny Irish comedian 
(Adrian Walsh), a violinist (Chris 
Watkins) and an opera singer (Annette 
Wardell).  There was Ballroom and 
Latin Dancing every night, separate 
entertainment by a string quartet, harp 
melodies, classical concerts, piano 
playing, jazz, a Caribbean band, a DJ 
in the nightclub and a film.  When 
sailing from each port there was 
always a ‘sail-away party’ with the 
Caribbean band and the QM2 
orchestra on the Terrace Bar which is 
on the upper deck.  As one would 
expect from a ship that is just five 
years old, it caters for the disabled 
person and there are plenty of facilities 
onboard and arrangements made for 
coach tours and getting ashore on the 
tenders.  There are gentlemen escorts 
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for ladies on their own who enjoy 
dancing and also a Solo Club for 
unaccompanied persons to meet. 

There was a daily Catholic Mass 
onboard but sadly no Anglican service.  
Apparently, Cunard has to provide a 
Catholic priest because of the large 
number of crew members from the 
Philippines on board. 

Should you wish to participate in 
activities there were watercolour art 
classes, bridge classes, lessons in the 
casino games, dance classes, 
needlework & knitting, computer 
classes, scarf tying, make up and 
beauty classes, napkin folding, line 
dancing classes, book club, board 
games, jigsaw puzzles and cookery 
demonstrations, to name but a few.  
There was also a Karaoke on some 
nights in the Golden Lion Pub where 
we went to support our American friend 
Frank who loved singing – needless to 
say Beryl and I did not join in! 

On the second day we crossed the 
Bay of Biscay on a calm sea and went 
to the Commodore’s cocktail party in 
the evening.  The next morning we 
sailed up the River Tagus passing 
Christ the Redeemer to our berth.  We 
went ashore and walked around a very 
large marina with plenty of eating 
places.  Thursday, we anchored in 
Gibraltar Bay, went ashore by tender 
and then on to the Italian port of 
Civitavecchia arriving on Saturday.  We 
took a coach tour to Rome to get an 
insight to the city as we had not been 
there before.  The 1½ hour drive was 
on a fast motorway and one could not 
help but think of the Roman soldiers 
marching years ago across this 
pleasant countryside.  The tour pointed 
out many of the usual tourist 
attractions and we were told the 

historical past of the old buildings.  Our 
Italian guide found it strange that many 
countries had two embassy’s in Rome 
– one for Italy and one for the Vatican 
and the fact that the Pope was also the 
Bishop of Rome.  We did not toss a 
coin into the Fontana del Trevi, so I 
guess we will not be returning to 
Rome! 

 

At Livorno we took a very pleasant 30-
minute coach ride through avenues of 
umbrella pine trees to Pisa where we 
transferred to a trolley train to the 
Miracle Square (Piazzodei Miracoli) to 
see the Baptistery (Battistero), 
Cathedral (Duomo) and the Leaning 
Tower (cathedral’s bell tower) with a 
knowledgeable Italian lady as our 
guide. 

We arrived in Monte Carlo just as the 
sun was rising and it looked very 
picturesque with many yachts in the 
anchorage.  The yachts had taken up 
all the available anchorage so the QM2 
had to remain underway for the day.  
This was not a problem but probably 
expensive, as the ship has a very 
modern propulsion system which gives 
her plenty of manoeuvrability and 
control.  Instead of conventional 
propellers connected through long 
shafts to the engines, QM2’s propellers 
are driven by four pods, or electric 
motors attached to the underside of 
the hull. - the propellers are used for 
propulsion and steering the ship – 
there are no rudders.  The propellers 
pull the ship through the water rather 
than the conventional pushing.  The 
marina was full of expensive yachts 
but very little else in the way of 
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restaurants or shops – in fact I thought 
the marina at Port Solent was much 
more pleasant! 

On to Barcelona - this is a clean, 
modern and busy container port.  
Ashore we went into the centre and 
soaked up the atmosphere along the 
wide avenues and artists. 

Although passengers are not permitted 
on the bridge, the QM2 has a viewing 
area behind the bridge so you can see 
the modern technology there is with 
plenty of monitors to look at.  Even the 
navigation charts are computerised – a 
bit different to what I remember when 
taking a sun sight with a sextant at 
noon to find the ship’s position 
accurately and plotting it on a paper 
navigational chart with ruler and pencil 
on an open, and sometimes a very 
wet, bridge – no Global Positioning 
System (GPS) -‘satnav’ - then!  It was 
different in Nelson’s day too!! 

We have been asked which ship we 
liked the most, the QE2 or the QM2.  
Both were different – one an old lady 
of 40 years coming to the end of her 
service; the other a very young and 
modern 5 years old.  Both cruises were 

unique to Beryl and I and both were 
enjoyed exactly the same but for 
different reasons.  However, the QE2 
did look more like a cruise ship and 
she had a more distinguished siren. 

 

Beryl and I came on the QM2 for rest 
and relaxation, but we were up early to 
see the ship enter port and went to 
bed way past our usual time.  Not one 
page of the book each of us took was 
read – there was so much to do and 
observe. 

Cunard prides itself on a White Star 
Service in making sure that 
passengers are looked after and it 
certainly excelled itself on this voyage.

 Colin Carter

MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 
(Registered Charity No. 1128278) 

Canon Peter Jones (Chairman & Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden)  Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer)  Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Jenny Sagrott 

Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole  

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 
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given by the Council.  Members: Rector, Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Colin Carter. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott (St. Faith’s Church), Paul Utting. 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Bob Wilson. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Colin 
Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird, Rector. 

 

Worship Group.  Advises the Rector about detailed issues affecting worship in St 

Faith's.  Members: Penny Britt, Alan Hakim, Trevor Hopkinson, Michael Laird, 
Rector, Bruce Strugnell, Carmen Stuart, Jan Stuart, Peter Thomas, Sylvia 
Willey. 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector  Canon Peter Jones 023 9248 3485 

Reader Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist & Choir Director Mrs Sylvia Willey 01243 370290 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 5918 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mrs Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Penny Britt 023 9247 2054 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Disability Issues & Pastoral 

Visiting Co-ordinator Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Youth Church Claire & Jeremy Toole 023 9245 3565 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Parish Office 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 5918 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 
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SERVICES 

Sunday 6th December 8.00am Eucharist  

SECOND SUNDAY 8.00am  Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

OF ADVENT 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST  
 3.00pm Hampshire Recorder Society’s Concert 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 13th December 8.00am Eucharist  

THIRD SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF ADVENT 9.15am Youth Church at 9 Brunswick Gardens 

 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 3.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 6.30pm United Service at Methodist Church 

 

Sunday 20th December 8.00am Eucharist 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF ADVENT 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 24 December 4pm&6pm Carols by Candlelight 

CHRISTMAS EVE 11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 
 

Friday 25 December 8.00am Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

CHRISTMAS DAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 
 

Sunday 27th December 8.00am Eucharist 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST 

OF CHRISTMAS 6.30pm Advent Carols at Westbourne 
 

Sunday 3rd January 8.00am Eucharist  

SECOND SUNDAY 8.00am  Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

OF CHRISTMAS 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST  
 6.30pm Evensong 
 

 Midweek Services 
Monday-Thursday 7.30am Morning Prayer 

Tuesday 12.15pm Eucharist 

Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist  
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 

http://www.stfaith.com/

