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From the Editor 
A year ago I wrote in my editorial “In 
2008 we should see the start of the 
renovation of Church House and 
Coach House and get approval for the 
church extension.  These will be 
financed by the selling of Christchurch 
Centre and the Bungalow.  So 2008 
will be an interesting year for the 
Property Development Group and the 
PCC”.  Well it was an interesting year, 
but the optimism of a year ago did not 
foresee the economic turbulence and 
the intransigence of the planners.   

The situation one year on is that: 

a. The Christchurch Centre is being 
leased for a period of 25 months with 
an option to buy and will be used for a 
nursery – this will satisfy HBC and will 
provide a community facility in the 
area; 

b. The bungalow has been let on a 
short term lease and can be sold when 
the market improves; 

c. Planning permission for the 
refurbishment of Church House and 
Coach House has been given by the 
council so we can proceed as soon as 
money is available from the sale of the 
Christchurch Centre; 

d. The Archdeacon and members of 
the DAC visited the church on 3 
December and agreed that our plans 
for the church should be in two phases 
– phase 1 the internal changes (re-
ordering) and phase 2 the extension – 
the latter still needs to be approved by 

the planners.  . 

So another interesting year lies ahead! 

The annual bell ringers’ dinner was 
held on 29 November.  The food was 
excellent and there was after dinner 
entertainment.  Once again it was 
superbly organised by Barbara and Bill 
Skilleter.  For your diary, this year’s 
dinner will be on 28 November 2009 

Did you go and see “The Inn Crowd” 
by the Havant Light Opera’s Christmas 
Concert which was advertised in the 
November edition?  The first half was 
The Light of the World, a selection 
from the Oratorio by Sir Arthur Sullivan 
and after the interval The Inn Crowd – 
a musical version of the story of Mary’s 
journey to Bethlehem and the birth of 
Jesus by Roger Jones.  It was followed 
by community carol singing which 
ended a most enjoyable evening. 

The PCC held a buffet supper in the 
Church Hall on 9 December and met 
the two applicants to be our new 
Rector before the formal interview by 
the Bishop, Archdeacon and our two 
representatives, Sandra and Graham, 
on 10 December.  However, neither 
candidate was offered the post so we 
continue to look for a new Rector for 
St. Faith’s. 

A happy, peaceful and healthy 2009 to 
all our readers. 

Colin Carter 
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The Hospital of St Cross 
This is the story of the Hospital of St 
Cross and Almshouses of Noble 
Poverty in Winchester.  But first a 
question.  Why is it called a hospital 
when it has no medical connection?  
The name originated in the Middle 
Ages and is a derivative of hospitality.  
You all knew!  You’re too good for me.  
There is a lovely story about the 
founding of the Hospital.  Legend has it 
that Henry de Blois, a grandson of 
William the Conqueror, was walking in 
the Itchen Meadows when he was 
stopped by a young peasant girl who 
pleaded with him to help the people 
who were starving because of the civil 
war which was raging.  He was greatly 
moved.  Walking on further he 
encountered the ruins of a religious 
house and decided to build a refuge on 
the site for the poor.  We have no way 
of knowing whether this story is true.  
What we do know is that Henry was a 
very gifted young man, being wealthy, 
a monk, knight and politician.  He 
became Bishop of Winchester at the 
age of 28 in 1129 and founded the 
Hospital sometime between 1132 and 
1136.   

The Charter of  Foundation read: 
“Thirteen men, feeble and so reduced 
in strength that they can scarcely, or 
not at all, support themselves without 
other aid, shall remain in the same 
Hospital constantly; to whom 
necessary clothing, provided by the 
Prior (superior officer) of the 
establishment, shall be given, and 
beds fit for their infirmities; and daily a 
good loaf of wheaten bread of the 
weight of five measures, three dishes 
at dinner and one for supper, and drink 
of sufficient quantity.  And besides 

those thirteen poor men, one hundred 
other poor persons, as deserving as 
can be found and more indigent, shall 
be received at the hour of dinner.” 

The original building survives now in 
the form of a Transitional Norman 
Church which has been described by 
Simon Jenkins, author of “England’s 
Thousand Best Churches”, as a 
Norman cathedral in miniature.  Stone 
for its construction was brought from 
Caen in France, Dorset and the Isle of 
Wight.  The walls are over one meter 
thick.  The cross of St Cross is on a 
pillar on the north aisle.  Astonishingly, 
the stone surround is angled with great 
ingenuity so that the sun shining 
through the window closest to the 
cross falls on it only on 3rd May (the 
day in the church calendar for the 
invention of the cross) and 14 
September (Holy Cross Day). 

The Hospital consists of a group of 
Grade1 Listed buildings including a 
medieval hall and tower.  The Hall is 
known as the Hundred Men’s Hall in 
recognition of its medieval role of 
seating 100 poor men at the hour of 
dinner.  The gardens are breathtaking 
and include the Master’s Garden which 
incorporates the Crompton Garden.  
Her Majesty Elizabeth, the late Queen 
Mother, planted a tulip tree in the 
garden in1986.  That same year a 
wonderful collection of plants came 
from North America.  So what’s the 
connection with that part of the world?  
Bishop Crompton was the Master of St 
Cross from 1667 to 1675 when he 
became Bishop of London.  At that 
time, the diocese of London included 
North America!  My work took me to St 
Cross in 1959.  No, I was not one of 
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the 100 poor persons waiting for the 
hour of dinner!  To find out what I was 
doing there and why the comedian 
Charlie Drake comes into the story, 
you must wait for next month’s “Faith 

Matters”. 

Roger Bryant

 

Correspondence Column 
Dear Sir 

I have come across a page on your 
site (the August 2003 edition of “Faith 
Matters”) which refers to the 
Fitzwygram memorial window and 
includes the following: "Our 
correspondent from New Zealand E-
Mailed Father David with the 
information that Sir Frederick lived 
from 1823 to 1904, yet there is 
mention of him leasing the Hall in 
1909.  Could this have been a son, 
another Frederick? So can any of you 
throw light on this subject?"  

We have just discovered that one of 
our former churches in Southwark - St 
Crispin's Bermondsey, built in 1879 
and destroyed in World War 2 - was 
originally known as the "Fitzwygram 
Memorial Church".  If anyone in 
Havant - where the family appear to 
have lived - knows of the connection 
with Bermondsey, we could be 
interested to find out!  What I can tell 
you is that the son, Captain Sir 

Frederick Loftus Francis Fitzwygram - 
was the private patron of the church up 
until his death in 1920.  Thereafter the 
patronage resided with the Bishop of 
Southwark, which suggests that the 
latter Frederick either had no children, 
or they were killed in the Great War, or 
possibly just declined to take on the 
patronage of the church.  

The rebuilt St Crispin's, which is now 
redundant and used as a children's 
nursery, appears not to have kept up 
the family connection.  I am copying 
this to the present Vicar of the parish 
for information.  

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Craven 

Administrator to the Pastoral Depart-
ment, Diocese of Southwark, Trinity 
House, 4 Chapel Court, London SE1 
1HW

 

 

 

Two aerials meet on a roof, fall in love get married.  The ceremony wasn't much, but 
the reception was brilliant. 
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QE2 – End of an Era 
In 1969, I was serving in HMS 
Andromeda as the Signal 
Communications Officer, the last 
frigate to be built in Portsmouth 
Dockyard.  Whilst doing our sea trials 
off Portland we came across the QE2 
who was doing her engine trials and 
we exchanged signals on how elegant 
each ship looked.  Little did I realise 
that almost 40 years later I would be 
joining her on her penultimate cruise 
before becoming a hotel in Dubai.   

 

16 months after booking the trip the 
day finally arrived and off Beryl and I 
set on Monday 27 October at 2.30pm 
to join the ship in Southampton.  It took 
us all of 20 minutes to arrive at the 
QE2 Terminal and the efficiency of the 
Cunard organisation soon had us in 
our cabin, or stateroom, as they are 
called in cruise ships.  Having served 
for 39 years in the “grey funnel line” 
(Royal Navy ships), the spacious 
‘ensuite’ cabin was really something 
with a steward from the Philippines to 
look after us. 

At 4.15pm all passengers repaired to 
their muster stations for lifeboat and 
security briefings before the ship sailed 
at 5pm to the sounds of “Anchors 
Away”, “Rule Britannia”, “Land of Hope 
and Glory” and to Beryl’s delight, Frank 

Sinatra singing “My Way”.  These were 
played when departing from most ports 
and Beryl found it very moving. 

At 7pm it was off to dinner in an 
elegant restaurant with a waiter from 
Mauritius and a waiter from India to 
serve our table during the cruise, with 
a couple from Holmer Green in 
Buckinghamshire and a couple from 
Ryton, just outside of Newcastle, and 
ourselves.  The two other couples 
were on their third cruise in the QE2 – 
this was our first and last! 

We chose to go on the QE2 to make 
our 50th wedding anniversary a special 
year to remember. 

All 856 cabins were occupied among 
the 1,720 passengers from 19 different 
nationalities with 1,005 crew members 
from 50 different nationalities. 

A fast moving musical show that 
‘visited’ many European countries 
ended a great first day in the QE2 as 
we headed for the Bay of Biscay – 
there was at least one show and film 
screening every night.  There were 
three girls from the Ukraine – playing 
the violin, cello and piano – that gave 
classical concerts and played at a 
Viennese afternoon tea - they were 
brilliant.  There was a long swell as we 
crossed the Bay and with the ship 
steaming at 28 knots into a force 7 we 
soon got our ‘sea legs’.   

Whilst at sea, the routine revolves 
around meal times; breakfast, lunch, 
afternoon tea, dinner and midnight 
buffet.  The food was absolutely 
superb - you can eat and drink all day 
if you want and can shred the pounds 
put on in the gym, swimming, 
walking/jogging around the boat deck 
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(5 times around equals one mile) and 
going on the dance floor in the 
evening.  When not in port, there are 
the most interesting lectures (places 
visiting and the history) and talks (on 
pearls, opals, tanzanite’s), activities 
(yoga, Pilates, dance classes), 
demonstrations (cooking, reflexology), 
games (upper and below decks), and 
much more, that caters for all tastes.  
You can never be bored – you can 
participate in one of the organised 
functions or just relax in one of the 
lounges or on deck when the weather 
is fine.  We soon settled in and from 
my perspective it was great being at 
sea again, particularly as there were 
no watches to keep or work involved – 
just being waited upon! 

There was antiseptic hand wash 
throughout the ship – just like in a 
hospital – to stop anyone getting or 
spreading Novo virus.  This keeps your 
hands clean and soft.  Should there be 
any sign of the virus a passenger is 
normally confined to their cabin for 24 - 
48 hours. 

Passenger comfort is of the utmost 
importance and the waiters in the 
restaurants and the stewards in your 
cabin are meticulous in their duties.  
The food was exquisite with an 
extensive menu and the cabin was 
kept spotless with all towels being 
changed twice a day and sheets 
changed every day. 

There were many disabled people with 
wheel chairs who were being looked 
after by their carers and whose 
requirements were catered for.   

On the Tuesday, Beryl and I were 
presented with a commemorative QE2 
lapel pin (which promises to be a 
highly collectable item!) by 

Commodore Ron Warwick who 
became the permanent senior master 
onboard QE2 in 1996 and is now an 
Honorary President of the Reader 
Offers Cruise Club. 

 

The cruise took us to Lisbon (the ship 
sailed 11 miles up the Tagus River and 
berthed opposite ‘Christ the Redeemer’ 
that faces the city with outstretched 
arms reminding us that there is more 
than casual kinship between Lisbon 
and Brazilian sister Rio de Janeiro), 
Cagliari, Naples, Messina, Dubrovnik, 
Zakinthos, Piraeus (for Athens), 
Gibraltar and Vigo.  We went on 
excursions in Naples and Athens and 
ashore for a walk around at the other 
places – the ship was at anchor at 
Dubrovnik and Zakinthos and we went 
ashore by the QE2’s tenders (they 
even provided orange juice and iced 
water on the jetty for passengers). 

We had five formal evenings that 
coincided with a Black & White Ball, 
the Captain’s Cocktail Party, a Nautical 
Ball and a Masquerade Ball.  The 
ladies looked glamorous in their fine 
dresses.  Single ladies were looked 
after by male dancing escorts at the 
balls and dance evenings. 

The 31st was Beryl’s birthday and she 
opened up her cards (which I had 
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saved for her), including a card from 
the Captain, Ian McNaught.  Beryl 
loves pink roses so I made sure she 
had them throughout the cruise – no 
doubt she loved all the fuss!  At dinner 
she received a nice surprise when the 
waiters surrounded the table and sang 
“Happy Birthday” and gave her a 
birthday cake with Beryl written on.  
That evening we had a Halloween Ball 
– did you know Beryl was a witch? - 
but a very lovely one. 

On 9 November there was a moving 
Remembrance Sunday service in the 
Theatre.  There must have been 
almost 500 people attending as the 
theatre holds 400 and there were 
many people standing in the theatre 
and outside.  At 11am, everyone went 
to the quarterdeck when the Red 
Ensign was lowered to half mast and 
there was a two minute silence.  That 
evening at dinner the stewards and 
chefs did a ‘Baked Alaska Parade’ and 
there was a ‘Gala Midnight Feast’ – the 
food was unbelievable. 

Sadly on 10 November, we packed our 
clothes, left them outside our cabin to 
be collected during the night for 
landing when we arrived at 
Southampton, which should have been 
at 6am.  However, the ship was blown 
off course by strong winds and ran 

aground at 5.30am on the Brambles 
sand bank and had to be pulled clear 
by five tugs, eventually arriving 
alongside at 7.40am. 

After breakfast on the 11th we 
disembarked at 10.20am, collected our 
luggage and car and arrived home an 
hour later.   

We now have some really wonderful 
memories of the QE2 - it ended a 
golden wedding anniversary year to 
remember - we are now looking 
forward to our next cruise in one of the 
Queen’s! 

 

It was amazing the love and affection 
the passengers and the crew had of 
this wonderful ship – it truly is an end 
of an era. 

Colin Carter
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Yew Trees 

There are few trees that can be traced 
back in time as far as the Yew tree, 
which is thought to have descended 
from paleotaxus rediva, which was 
found more than 200,000,000 years 
ago.  This species is long-living, self-
regenerating, and evergreen. It is not 
surprising then that we find it in many 
churchyards today. 

Many churchyard yews are over 900 
years old and were planted after the 
Norman Conquest during a spate of 
church building.  However the most 
common were introduced only from 
County Fermanagh from 1780, the 
Irish Yew, Taxus fastigiata.  

So what made early Christians place a 
yew in the churchyard?  Well, 
sometimes it may well have been the 
other way round – the Christians 
‘converting’ a pagan site for Christian 
worship.  

Whichever came first, the church 
building or the Yew tree, it is clear that 
Yews convey a wealth of meaning 
largely due to its reputation for long 
life.  This is due to the unique way in 
which the tree grows.  

Its branches grow down into the 
ground to form new stems, which then 
rise up around the old central growth 

as separate but linked trunks.  
Meanwhile the central part may decay 
leaving a hollow tree but with the 
indistinguishable new growing life 
around the original tree.  So the yew 
has always been a symbol of death 
and rebirth, the new that springs out of 
the old; resurrection life.  

Because it is a slow-growing tree, it is 
a tight-grained wood, tough and 
resilient, used in the past for spears, 
spikes, staves, small hunting bows and 
eventually the famous long bow of the 
Middle Ages.  The arrows were tipped 
with poison made from the yew.  The 
entire tree is poisonous: wood, bark, 
needles and seed, all except the fleshy 
part around the seed. Hence it is often 
called, ‘The Death Tree’. 

In churchyards the yew trees were 
usually planted in a deliberate manner, 
with one often beside the path leading 
from the funeral gateway of the 
churchyard to the main door of the 
church – a symbol of resurrection and 
hope for the mourners and a practical 
place for the priest and clerks to await 
on a wet or windy day. 

In St. Faith’s churchyard there are two 
Irish Yews (Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’) 
and one English Yew (Taxus baccata).
 

 

A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his arm and says: "A beer 
please, and one for the road." 
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From Our PCSO 
Dear St Faiths Residents, 

Welcome to 2009. I hope you’ve all 
had a lovely Christmas? 

I would like to introduce a new 
colleague to the team: Police 
Community Support Officer Tom Neale 
13376.  Tom began with St Faith’s on 
Monday 7th December 2008 and will be 
contactable on the below numbers as 
with the other members of the St 
Faith’s Safer Neighbourhood Team. 

Leading up to the Christmas period 
there has been a significant increase 
in burglaries and criminal damage to 
properties.  Unfortunately we cannot 
predict where criminal damage may be 
committed but please try and protect 
your property by making sure doors 
and windows are secure.  Install timer 
lights if you’re going out for the 
evening or if going on holiday.  Let a 
neighbour or Neighbourhood Watch 
resident know that the property is 
currently vacant so that they can keep 
an eye on it.  If you would like any 
crime prevention information then 
please feel free to drop by the police 
station or any Beat surgeries. 

Unfortunately Havant still appears to 
be a target for purse/wallet thefts. 
Leading up to Christmas there was an 
increase in the incidents particularly in 
the Meridian Centre stores and West 
Street.  St Faith’s Safer neighbourhood 

Team has been targeting the area in 
plain clothes operations to try and 
tackle the problem as well as shop 
lifting.  Please beware that Tuesdays 
and Saturdays are particularly busy 
and this is an ideal time for a person(s) 
to strike.  Please keep all purses and 
wallets secure inside jackets or 
handbags and never leave any 
personal items unattended in shopping 
trolleys.  If you would be interested in a 
lanyard which can be attached to a 
purse and your handbag then please 
contact St Faith’s Safer 
Neighbourhood Team on either of the 
below contact details or at our beat 
surgeries: Switchboard: 0845 045 45 
45 

Email: 
stfaithsnt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Beat Surgery Dates: 

Warblington School: 1ST Wednesday of 
month from 1800-2000 

St Faith’s Church: 1st Saturday of every 
month 1000-1200 

Havant Health Centre: 3rd Monday of 
every month 

Langstone – St Nicholas: Quarterly.  
Next date is around about March (Date 
to be confirmed). 

Regards 

PCSO Sarah Woodley 13389
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Diocese Issues Defence of Church Schools 
The Diocese of Portsmouth has 
responded to criticism of church 
schools by issuing a rationale behind 
them. 

Tony Blackshaw, director of education 
for Portsmouth and Winchester 
dioceses, claimed that critics who say 
such schools are divisive or socially 
selective are often working on flawed 
assumptions. 

The rationale, which he has sent to all 
49 church schools in Portsmouth’s 
Anglican diocese, explains how the 
Church of England played a vital role 
in the establishment of thousands of 
schools in the 19th century.  From the 
creation of the National Society in 1811 
until the Education Act in 1870, the 
Church provided elementary education 
for the masses at a time when the 
state did not. 

It also debunks the notion that faith 
schools are educationally selective or 
divisive and that they cream off the 
best pupils. 

Our schools have a tradition, derived 
from our history, of serving the whole 
of the community and neighbourhood 
in which they are located, he said.  Our 
schools are therefore serving not only 
children from Christian families, but 
also children from all backgrounds and 
faiths, and those of no faith.  We are 
simply not engaged in a separatist or 
sectarian endeavour.  

It is sometimes alleged that church 
schools are engaged in a covert 
process of social selection, creaming 
off the best pupils.  This is an 
argument (or prejudice) often 
perpetuated in the media.  The reality 
is that, as inclusive institutions, church 

schools will reflect the communities in 
which they are located.  Very many of 
our schools are serving areas of 
significant socio-economic 
disadvantage, whether in urban or 
rural areas.  

Church of England schools were 
established in the nineteenth century 
to educate the poor, and we continue 
that honourable tradition by 
maintaining our institutional presence 
in some of the most difficult areas in 
society. 

He celebrated the fact that church 
schools were popular with parents, but 
said that was down to more than just 
good results. 

Parents have confidence that church 
schools provide a sound moral 
framework and a context in which the 
development of the whole child is 
nurtured, he said. Parents welcome 
the fact that church schools have a 
culture rooted explicitly in a clear set of 
values and principles.  At a time when 
children and young people are facing 
enormous pressures to conform to a 
prevailing consumerist and media-
driven construct of success, many 
parents want schools that are able to 
impart to children a sense of human 
dignity and a clear moral compass.  

Ultimately, the argument about church 
(or faith) schools resolves itself into a 
discussion about the kind of society we 
wish to be.  Do we want to be a society 
in which religion is regarded as a 
purely private matter and relegated to 
the margins of public life and discourse 
(in which case it has the capacity to be 
a divisive force) or do we want to be a 
society in which religious expression is 



 -10- 

afforded an institutional involvement 
and presence, within prescribed limits 
that are generally considered 
acceptable?  

The latter represents pre-eminently the 
Anglican settlement, which has served 
our nation so well.  As the established 
Church, within our educational role, we 
have the opportunity and indeed the 
duty to contribute to the wellbeing of 

society.  Historically, Church of 
England schools have been part of the 
national landscape, and they express 
the Church’s concern for the whole of 
society.  The vision of the founders of 
the National Society, in offering 
education to the whole nation, is still at 
the heart of our purposes in education 
today.

 
The Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth covers 142 parishes, from Botley in the west to 
Emsworth in the east, and from Bramshott in the north to the whole of the Isle of 
Wight.  It also includes 49 church schools.  
Tony Blackshaw is director of education for both the Portsmouth and Winchester 
dioceses of the Church of England, after the merger of the education teams in both 
diocesan offices in 2006.  
  

Pastoral Visiting Team 
Five members of St Faith's congregation have now completed the Pastoral Visiting 
Course run by Portsmouth Diocese.  Many people do not know that we can now 
provide this service so please tell your friends about us.  Until we have a new 
incumbent the contact will be Rosemary Thomas on 023 9248 3836.  Anyone 
wanting a visit should ring that number. 

 

Misleading Headlines 
General MacArthur flies back to front. 

False charges of theft of hens: Police on wild goose chase. 

Man gets broken nose in rear end crash. 

Pope cites dangers facing the world: Names eight new cardinals. 

Man here to see wife robbed and beaten. 

Rescuers toasted in hot rum. 
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Hello Pud-Swan’ by B.D.B. [Bryan Beggs] 
A new and unique children’s book 

Naomi House Children’s Hospice in 
Hampshire, is set to benefit from a 
newly published storybook for children 
by Andover author Bryan Beggs.  
‘Hello Pud-Swan’ [a three-part set] is a 
story with a difference, which aims to 
capture the imagination of readers 
aged from 7 – 10 years, in an 
INTERACTIVE and EDUCATIONAL 
way.  It is the tale of everyday children 
Melanie and Angela, who travel 
secretly with the strangely named Pud-
Swan, a life-size [but invisible] white 
rabbit, to lots of different and exciting 
places, including London, Los Angeles 
and St. Petersberg.  Topics of 
geographical, historical, scientific, and 
cultural interest are woven into the 
storyline, as are the 7, 8 and 9 times 
mathematical tables! 

In each of the three books, there are 
pages for the reader to do his or her 
own illustrations, encouraging 
imagination and creativity and making 
the book personal and special to each 
individual child.  

All information about these books can 

be found on the books’ own website 
(www.pud-Swan.org).  Clues in the 
books and on the puzzle page of the 
website permit the reader to solve the 
mystery of the meaning of the name 
‘Pud-Swan’.  

As mentioned above, the proceeds 
from the sale of these entertaining and 
innovative children’s tales are being 
donated to Naomi House Hospice, a 
purpose-built children's hospice that 
provides a homely environment for 
children and young people with life-
limiting conditions.  The hospice is 
situated just north of Winchester in the 
village of Sutton Scotney. 

‘Hello Pud-Swan’ is available from all 
Waterstones Bookshops and from 
Cross Keys Bookshop in Salisbury, 
‘The Faraway Tree’ in Overton and the 
Romsey Tourist Office, or may be 
ordered directly from the publisher, 
T.V.C. Book Society in Andover, on 
01264 365190.  The complete 3 part 
set in a slip-case costs £20, or the 
three parts may be bought individually 
for £8.99 each. 

 
For Your Diary 

Tuesday 6 January 6.30pm Epiphany Eucharist/Dinner Church/Brookfield/£18.50 

Monday 12 January 7pm BMC Meeting 29 Hamilton Close 

Monday 12 January 7.45pm SC Meeting Church House 

Monday 26 January 7.45pm PCC Meeting Church House 

Saturday 28 November 7pm Bell Ringers’ Dinner Church Hall 



 -12- 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brookfield Hotel 
EMSWORTH 

The totally refurbished Brookfield Hotel offers its clientele a stunning venue in which to 
congregate amongst friends, family, or business associates.  We provide attentive yet relaxed 
service to our patrons whether they are stopping in for a quick cocktail after work, or settling 
into a relaxed dinner in our Hermitage Restaurant.  Ample Car Parking and Broadband 
connection throughout. 

Imaginatively Prepared Dishes 

Exciting choice of Wines 

Cater for any occasion 

Refurbished Bedrooms 

A Warm Welcome

Diary of Events 2008 
We hope you can join us for some of our forthcoming Events. There’s something to tempt 

everyone!!! 

Call in for a copy of our Events Diary – not to be missed… 

The Place to Bring Family & Friends 

The Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7LF 

Tel: 01243 373363 Fax: 01243 376342 
Email: bookings@brookfieldhotel.co.uk  www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk 

 

 

Mengham Gardening 
Services 

 

• Garden Maintenance  • Lawn Treatments and care 

• Hedge Cutting • Grass Cutting  • Fencing •  

• Turfing   • Patios    • and more 

Reliable Service  Free Quotes 

Phone: 023 9271 1960       Mobile: 07946 749378 
E-mail:        j.mengham@ntlworld 
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 All about gas 
Heating & Plumbing Services Ltd 

16 The Parchment, Havant, Hants, PO9 1HD 

023 9247 2789, 07834 069488 

 

  • Central heating & hot water repairs 

  • All types of boiler repaired & serviced 

  • Energy saving boilers supplied & fitted 

  • System cleansing & de-scaling 

  • Cookers, fires & water heaters 

  • Experienced Corgi register engineers 
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NEXT FLOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

IN: 
Carpets 

Vinyl 
Laminates 

Enginneered 

43 West Street 
Havant 

PO9 1LA 
 

023 9249 8881 

DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL 

 

10% Discount  
when you show this 

magazine 

Free Estimates/Quotes – Free Fitting on Most Carpets 
Back under original ownership – Steve Baker 

 

B S Care Limited 
Tailored services to enable elderly and disabled people to live in their own 

homes.  Help and support with daily living, from one hour a week to 24 hours 
a day.  The full expected range of help in the home including:- 

 bathing and personal care    shopping, domestic support 

 escort duties and sitting service for carers who are in need of a break 
Our caring staff is fully trained in all aspects of care. 

Hampshire County Council Accredited 

FOR ALL YOUR CARE NEEDS 

4 Prince George Street,  HAVANT PO9 1BG 

Tel: 023 9236 2222                                       Fax: 023 9236 3333 

email: caring@bscare.co.uk                                www.bscare.co.uk 

We would like to hear from caring individuals seeking rewarding and flexible 
employment.  No experience necessary as full training is given. 

 
 

EMSWORTH ANIMAL CARE 
 

Mature person with over 20 years experience of animal ownership, mainly rescued ones! 

 
* Dog Walking service as a “one off” or on a regular basis 
* Doggy day care – useful as a break from long work days 
* Holiday animal care provided either in your home or mine 

 

Jane on 07840 243374 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.bscare/
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LANDSCAPING & BUILDING WORKS 
•Hard & Soft Landscaping •Patios 

•Decking   •Driveways   •Fencing 
•Property Maintenance 

•All Kinds of Projects Undertaken 
•Years of Experience 

•Free Estimates 

 

56 Middle Park Way, Havant, PO9 4DB Tel: 023 9264 3023 

Paul Harmer: 07775 585586  Rob Hart: 07921 063139 
 

Angel Radio 
Angel Radio is broadcast on 101.1 FM 
in the Borough of Havant. It can also 
be received in Bosham, Waterlooville & 
Portsmouth.  It can be heard on the 
internet at www.angelradio.co.uk and 
on internet radio. 

It is a nostalgia wireless station, 
broadcasting music composed before 
1960. Its logo is “Snap, Crackle but no 
Pop”. 

It also broadcasts information of 
interest to senior citizens regarding 

medical and other matters, including 
events being held in the area. 

The station broadcasts 24 hours a day 
and the number of listeners is growing 
not only locally, but worldwide. 

The office and studios are located at 
17 Market Parade, Havant and 80 
volunteers are involved. 

Geoff Porter

 

Epiphany 

On 6 January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise men to the baby Jesus.  
But who were these wise men?  No one knows for sure.  Matthew calls them 'Magi', 
and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia.  It wasn't 
until the third century that they were then called kings - by a church father, 
Tertullian.  Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond 
with the gifts given.  Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a 
symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and 
myrrh as a symbol of healing - and even embalming.  Certainly Jesus challenged 
and set aright the way in which the world handled all three of these things.  Since 
the eighth century, the magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 
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St Faith’s January 2009 Crossword Puzzle 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.Strong liqueur thrown out in the 
basin (8) 
20.Thirteen letters for something very 
small (4) 

Across 
 1.They make limited rise and fall at the 

seaside (4,5) 
 7.One joining a get together around 

about dawn (4) 
 8.Tries ale dispensed in artists’ studios 

(8) 
 9.Rodent, light brown, seen in one of 

the climbing palms (6) 
10.Hundred hurried to get a quantity of 

fish (4) 
12.Arise and depart showing drive and 

ambition (3,2,3,2) 
13.He separates sheets of paper – in the 

past he chopped off heads (10) 
16.One mother perhaps is prominent in 

the mosque (4) 
17.A hundred languages of this kind (6) 
21.Sounds like numbers for morning 

coffee and biscuits (9) 

Down  

 1.”------ I loved, and , next to ------, Art”(6) 
 3.Secure, perhaps around the neck (3) 
 5.Only one serpent, its changed to seven 

in a heavenly display (13) 
11.Old friend found in stand-off situation 

(9) 
15.Learner suffers for negligence in legal 

duty (6) 
19.Woman of title in literary African 

adventure (3) 

 2.In due course all go to dine, I’m quite 
upset (3,2,4,4) 

 4.Disagreement about reference to bad 
reputation (9) 

 6.Sharp feeling about advertisement for 
playing field in the East (6) 

14.Permits for leave, without food, as 
written (6) 

 

Compiled for St Faith’s by Sisyphus 
Answers to the editor by 15

th
 January please! 

Answers to December 2008 Crossword 
Across: 1.Cinderella, 7.Nore, 8.Apples, 9.Shallow, 10.Keepsake, 11.Ashen, 13.Animist, 14.Swing, 
17.Decorous, 18.Warrior, 19.Adagio, 20.Holi, 21.Drakes Drum. 
 Down: 1.Crackers, 2.Naples, 3.Evensong, 4.Lathe, 5.Analyst, 6.Groove, 9.Skimmer, 11.As Good 
As, 12.Newsroom, 13.Aneroid, 15.Weapon, 16.Dodger, 17.Dogma. 
Four entries were received, all correct, from Ann Slade, Marion Simmons, Joy Utting and Colin 
Warlow. 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  

         7    

8             

       9      

10     11 

 
       

   12          

             

13 14          15  

         16    

17             

     18  19      

20             

   21          
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Word Search – In the Home 
Can you find the names associated with the home in the grid below?  Words may be 
read forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonal and are in straight lines.  

 

ARMCHAIR GARAGE SIDEBOARD 
BATHROOM KITCHEN STAIRS 
BEDROOM LAMPS STOOL 
BEDS LOUNGE STUDY 
CARPETS NURSERY TABLE 
CHAIRS ORNAMENTS TELEVISION 
CURTAINS PASSAGE TOILET 
CUSHIONS PICTURES WARDROBES 
DOORS SETTEE WINDOWS 

 
 
 

N E H C T I K S T E P R A C A 

U M B E D E G A S S A P S U R 

D O R S P M A L A M S R E S M 

A O K I N U R O R K I T R H O 

R R O C U O D O M A W I U I O 

M D E R R R I T T A B L T O R 

C E G C S N W S T U D Y C N H 

H B A U E A A I I T E L I S T 

A A R R R M R D E V S T P E A 

I T A T Y E D E S E E P A L B 

R H G A W N T B D R G L T B E 

T E L I O T O O C H I N E A D 

A R M N E S I A G A R A U T S 

D O O S E B O R D R A W H O D 

C U S H S W O D N I W I N C L 
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A Reflection on Taize – France May 2008 
‘Bless the Lord my soul and bless God’s Holy Name 

Bless the Lord my soul who leads me into life’ 

The words of the Taize chant in the 
voices of the Christ Church 
congregation on a Sunday morning 
rang over and over in my head over, as 
we approached the Taize community 
from the east.  We knew we were 
nearly there from our maps and the 
road signs. It was confirmed as we 
crossed a railway bridge where two 
young women sat talking; when we 
passed a man, heavily laden cycling up 
hill and three youngsters trudging 
obviously tired, casually putting their 
thumbs up hoping we might stop. We 
could have fitted one in the back seat if 
we moved our boxes of food and 
supplies but not all three, so we waved 
and passed. 

Taize stands on a hill in Burgundy and 
suddenly, rounding the corner after the 
sign ‘Communaute’, we saw the red 
rooves of the village, the church 
steeple and old buildings. It was 
11.15am – we had arrived. 

In August 1940 Brother Roger, 25 
years old, settled alone in Taize.  It 
was wartime: he began to offer 
hospitality to refugees, Jews in 
particular. He intended to create a 
community that would be a ‘parable of 
community’, a place where ways of 
trust and reconciliation could be 
opened up among Christians.  After 
two years, his first brothers joined him.  
Today there are more than 100 
brothers, Catholic and from different 
Protestant backgrounds, from twenty-
five countries.  Small groups of 
brothers live among the poor in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America.  Since the 

end of the 1950s, tens of thousands of 
young adults, mainly from Eastern and 
Western Europe have come to Taize, 
seeking to find meaning for their lives. 
It is now a very unusual village where 
as well as the young adults, teenagers, 
children and older people from every 
continent  come to Taize for  a day, a 
week, a month. 

That morning I had thrown open the 
small windows of our cottage, rented 
for two nights in a tiny village called 
Issey-L’Eveque, quite early.  Mist lay in 
the valley beyond as the pale fingers of 
dawn crept across the sky. The tiny 
hedgerow birds were twittering and a 
lone cuckoo sounded from the forest.   
Then a clear bell like sound rang out – 
beautiful sparkling notes, reminiscent 
of the Australian bellbirds in the Blue 
Mountains. It was a glorious morning.  
Now after driving across back roads in 
rural Southern Burgundy, through 
vineyards, meadows, forests and 
scattered small villages we were at 
Taize reading the ‘Welcome’ sign in 
French and English. 

As we drove into the community we 
saw groups of young people in quiet 
study or contemplation; young children 
with books and papers following adult 
directions as they walked around; and 
in a large communal kitchen other 
young people preparing luncheon 
vegetables.  It was quiet and calm, yet 
busy with an air of anticipation.  Ian 
and I walked to the purpose built 
church, passing a large ‘Silence’ notice 
and the times of the three daily 
services- 8.15am; 12.30pm and 
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6.30pm. 

At 11.30 few people were walking 
around the huge open space set up for 
the mid day service.  Some were 
kneeling heads bowed.  One young girl 
was lighting candles in the irregular 
boxes standing in the front where in 
another church the altar would be 
found.  We looked at the beautiful 
stained glass windows deeply set in 
the Eastern wall.  The stillness was 
broken when two teenage boys began 
vacuuming the carpet, in preparation 
for the service, so we left. 

We went to find the shop near the 
church.  It was teeming with people of 
all ages looking at postcards, books, 
CDs, crosses and other jewellery, but 
mostly at the beautifully glazed, very 
functional pottery made by the 
brothers. The community accepts no 
donations for itself.  The brothers earn 
their living by their own work.  Their 
personal inheritances are given to the 
poor. 

At 12-noon the lights in the shop were 
dimmed, the doors closed and ‘Ouvert’ 
signs were put up, so we with the 
others inside, hurriedly made our 
selection and lined up to pay.  At 12.10 
Ian and I returned to the church, 
already filling.  We found seats on 
wooden benches up against the white 
stonewalls while others sat on the 
steps or the carpeted floor.  Some had 
small wooden stools.  One Taize 
brother was kneeling in prayer in the 
central section, rather like a very wide 
aisle, set aside for the brothers.  It was 
completely quiet, apart from the noise 
of those entering to find their place.  At 
12.20 the bells tolled.  Gradually the 
white-cloaked brothers entered from a 
side-front door.  All walked reverently, 

silently contemplating and mostly 
singly, quietly finding their places all 
the way up the centre, then kneeling 
with their small wooden stools placed 
over their feet.  Younger brothers came 
in helping the very old men.  One was 
pushed in a wheelchair; others had 
walking sticks and a steadying younger 
arm to lean on.  They found their 
chairs.  Ian was quick to notice one 
very old brother immediately went to 
sleep. There were 72 brothers in the 
church. 

At 12.30 the cantor began the chant 
and everyone joined in. 

Jubilate, allelulia, Jubilate Deo omnis 
terra! Allelulia, allelulia! 

[Cry out with joy to God, all the earth.  
Psalm 66] 

 Over and over we sang.  There had 
been a slight rustling as people 
opened the Taize songbook to find the 
no.142, as displayed on a column at 
the front.  The family next to us sang 
the Latin lustily, without books. I 
guessed they were Spanish for the 
father sitting next to me was reading 
the Bible in Spanish before the service 
began while a young couple –German, 
from the slogans on their T shirts, 
walked agitatedly up and down trying 
different places till they finally settled 
on the stone steps nearby, as large 
groups of teenagers filed quietly from 
both side doors filling the complete 
area. 

Three or four chants were sung 
beautifully by everyone.  The 
Songbook had English, German, Dutch 
and Spanish translations alongside the 
French or Latin, either of which used. 
Following this was a very long period 
of silence – perhaps 5 minutes, broken 
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then by a short prayer in French, then 
said by another brother in English, 
German and finally Dutch.  Two years 
ago when Ian and I were at Taize 
before the prayers and readings were 
in French, English, Spanish and 
Swedish - perhaps reflecting the 
nationalities of the young people 
attending at the time.  This was one of 
Brother Roger’s prayers: 

Holy Spirit, Inner light, you shine 
on the happy days as on the 
troubled times of our lives.  And 
when the light seems to grow 
dim, your presence remains. 

Following the prayer was another 
chant, then a Gospel reading again 
read first in French, followed by the 
three other languages. 

It was May 8th – Armistice Day – or VE 
Day-Victory in Europe, 1945.  It is a 
French holiday.  At 10.00am in almost 
all the French villages, towns and all 
over cities, there had been short 
services at the simple or elaborate 
memorials to those who had lost their 
lives in the wars.  Wreaths were placed 
below inscriptions such as this one: 

 Les enfants of Issey-l’Eveque 
morte pour La France 

The Gospel reading reflected this day.  
When it was read in English we heard 
the words,  

‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
that he lay down his life for his 

friends.’ 

A short period of silence was followed 
by the final chant led by the cantor, 
then joined by all the brothers, one on 
the keyboard and all the 1,000 strong 
congregation worshipping there. 
During the retiring chant the brothers 

left again in silence, while we all sang: 

 Ubi caritas et amour, ubi caritas 
Deus ibi est. 

 [Where charity and love are, God 
is there.] 

The rest of the people gradually left the 
church until just a very few remained.  I 
quietly photographed each of the 
vibrant stained glass windows.  A sign 
in the foyer had said ‘Photos only 
allowed between 1.00 and 2.00pm’.  It 
was 1.20 when we left.   

Outside most of the young people 
were in long lines waiting to get their 
lunch under signs which said –‘Take 
only what you need- Do not waste 
food’ Others sat around in groups 
eating. Ian and I found a phone box to 
ring Sean to share a little of the 
experience immediately.  It was now 
1.30 about 9.30pm and unfortunately 
he was not home. 

We drove out of the community 
passing under the seven bells at the 
gate - the Taize chants now ringing in 
our heads, towards the town of Cluny – 
the site of the remains of a medieval 
Benedictine Abbey which had at one 
time been the biggest church in 
Christendom.  A few kms down the 
road we found a small stream with a 
stone bridge.  We stopped and 
listened to the water rushing over 
stones and the birds singing in the 
willows.  We spread pout our picnic on 
the grass- a bottle of water, a crusty 
baguette, two hard boiled eggs, salt 
and pepper and lettuce, with rich ripe 
strawberries from the French village 
market .  We were smiling and indeed 
felt truly blessed. 

Margaret Calder 
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St. Alban’s School – 50th Birthday Celebrations 

On Monday 8th September 2008, St. 
Alban’s C.E. (Aided) Primary School, 
West Leigh, Havant celebrated 50 
years of education. 

A Eucharist service was held in the 
school hall, taken by The Bishop of 
Portsmouth, the Right Reverend Dr 
Kenneth Stevenson and The vicar of 
St. Alban’s Church, Rev’d Paul Smith. 

It was attended by the children, staff, 
governors, ex-staff, and pupils from 50 
years ago.  The school choir sang 
beautifully and three children read the 

prayers.  Afterwards, guests were 
served refreshments and then 
attended the planting of a tree in the 
school grounds to commemorate the 
occasion. Guided tours of the school 
were offered by the senior pupils. 

A photograph of the whole school was 
taken in the afternoon.  Each child was 
offered a piece of a special cake, 
made in the shape of the school 
buildings, to take home. 

Geoff Porter

  
Fair Trade 

We're trying to promote a new website www.tradingfairly.co.uk - it is an online 
database of hundreds of Fair Trade suppliers across the UK and is fully searchable 
by product line or retailer location. 

It is hoped that by making access to Fair Trade retailers easier more people will be 

encouraged to buy fairly traded products.    Revd Simon Butler
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MEMBERS OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 

Vacant (Incumbent) 

Prof. Jan Stuart (Churchwarden & Chairman) Dr Graham Frost (Churchwarden) 

Mrs Helen Faulkner (Hon. Treasurer)    Mr Roger Bryant (Hon. Secretary) 

Mr Colin Carter  Mrs Shirley Caunter  Mrs Fiona Hedley 

Mrs Anne Plater Mr Martin Poliszczuk Mrs Jenny Sagrott 

Mr Bill Skilleter Mrs Rosemary Thomas Mr Jeremy Toole  

 Mrs Sylvia Willey   

Deanery Synod Representatives: Dr Michael Fluck Mrs Sandra Haggan 

 

Standing Committee is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to 
transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the Council.  Members: Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Colin 

Carter. 

 

Buildings Management Committee (BMC) attends to the use, repair and 
development of all parish buildings.  Members: Bill Skilleter (Chairman) (1&2 

Churchfields, 2-4 North Street), Peter Appleby (Secretary) (Christchurch Bungalow), 

Vicki Mockford (Hall Complex), Anne Plater (St. Nicholas Chapel), Jenny Sagrott 
(St. Faith’s Church), Paul Utting. 

 

Fabric Sub-Committee to the BMC.  Oversights the implementation of the 

Quinquennial Report. Carmen Stuart, Jenny Sagrott, Bob Wilson. 

 

Property Development Group (PDG) oversees the production of a plan for the 
development of the church properties.  Members: Jan Stuart (Chairman), Colin 
Carter (Secretary), Andrew Grant, Sandra Haggan, Sybel Laird. 

 

Worship Group.  Advises the Rector about detailed issues affecting worship in St 
Faith's.  During the present interregnum assists the Churchwardens in planning 
services, especially for major events.  Members: Alan Hakim, Trevor Hopkinson, 
Michael Laird, Carmen Stuart, Jan Stuart, Peter Thomas, Sylvia Willey. 

Parish Office: Church House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE 

Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Office Opening Hours:  Monday & Thursday only  9am – 12-noon 

Email: office@stfaith.com 
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WHO'S WHO 

Rector Vacant  

Lay Deacon Dr Trevor Hopkinson 023 9246 2350 

Verger, Sacristan & Hall Mgr Mrs Vicki Mockford 023 9247 1398 
 2 Churchfields, South Street, Havant, PO9 1BY 

Reader in Training Mrs Sandra Haggan 023 9245 5161 

Organist Mrs Sylvia Willey 01243 370290 

Parish Office Administrator Mrs Clare Kennar 023 9249 2129 

Churchwardens Prof. Jan Stuart 023 9247 5918 
 Dr Graham Frost 023 9249 2440 

Hon. Secretary PCC Mr Roger Bryant 01243 376863 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Helen Faulkner 023 9248 3501 

St Nicholas Wardens Mrs Anne Plater 023 9245 1075 
 Mrs Gill Falconer 023 9247 0255 

Child Protection Officer Mrs Fiona Hedley 023 9249 8229 

Stewardship Secretary Mr Alan Hakim 023 9247 1681 

Captain of Bellringers Mrs Barbara Skilleter 023 9225 3802 

Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Church Flowers Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Mother's Union Advisor Mrs Liz Gilbert 023 9245 2321 

Children's Society Boxes Mrs Shirley Caunter 023 9248 1231 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Hilary Deadman 023 9247 1241 

Sunday Club Mrs Kate Walsh 023 9247 1646 

Young Believers Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Disability Issues Mrs Rosemary Thomas 023 9248 3836 

Church Shop  023 9247 8098 

Women’s Group Mrs Carmen Stuart 023 9247 0335 

Events Co-ordinator Mr Martin Poliszczuk 023 9247 6001 

Baptisms and Marriages   Contact the Parish Office 

Bookings for St. Faith’s Hall & Church House Contact the Verger 

Prayers for the Sick                      Please notify the Rector, Parish Office or use the 
Intention Cards in the Church 

Parish Magazine of St Faith, Havant with St Nicholas, Langstone - 

 Editor Colin Carter (Email: editor@stfaith.com)     023 9248 6739 

 Assistant Jan Stuart  (Email: jan.stuart@stfaith.com) 023 9247 5918 

 Distribution and Advertising: Mrs Beryl Carter    023 9248 6739 
Articles, notices, letters or other items for inclusion in our magazine are always 
welcome and should be sent to the Editor, ‘faith matters’, Parish Office, Church 
House, The Pallant, or Email: editor@stfaith.com. The magazine is published on 
the 1st of each month, with a print deadline 15th of previous month. 

St. Faith’s Web-site: http://www.stfaith.com (Email: webmaster@stfaith.com) 

mailto:jan.stuart@stfaith.com
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SERVICES 

Sunday 4th January 8.00am Eucharist (Rev D Gummer) 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST (Rev J Pilkington) 

AFTER CHRISTMAS 6.30pm Evensong (Sandra Haggan & T Hopkinson) 
 

Tuesday 6th January 7.00pm EPIPHANY EUCHARIST (Rev J Jefferies & 
  Rev P Smith 

 

Sunday 11th January 8.00am Eucharist (Rev Barbara Hammond) 

BAPTISM OF CHRIST 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd D Lyndsey) 
 6.30pm Evensong (T Hopkinson) 

 

Sunday 18th January 8.00am Eucharist (Canon B Hammond) 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF EPIPHANY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd K Uphill) 
 6.30pm United Service for Christian Unity 

 

Sunday 25th January 8.00am Eucharist (Revd J Pilkington) 

THIRD SUNDAY 9.15am Sunday Club at Church House 

OF EPIPHANY 9.30am PARISH EUCHARIST (Revd J Preston) 
 6.30pm Evensong (T Hopkinson) 
 

Sunday 1st February 8.00am Eucharist  

FOURTH SUNDAY 8.00am  Eucharist at St. Nicholas, Langstone 

OF EPIPHANY 9.30am FAMILY EUCHARIST 
 6.30pm Evensong  
 

 Midweek Services 
Thursday 10.30am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer):  

Saturday  9.00am  Eucharist  
 
For changes or additions to the services on this page, please see the church notice 

board, the weekly bulletin or our web-site (http://www.stfaith.com) 


