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What a joy it was to hold our first
Lunchtime Concert this week! The
talented Claudia Grinnell put our
lovely organ through its paces with
great skill!
About 25 people
attended in person, and it has been
watched by over 200 people online
(as of Thursday).
We are glad to say that socially distanced concerts are not
affected by the recent Government announcement - so make a
date to join us next Wednesday for Beryl Francis’ piano recital!

Pam’s Penguins…Post-Lockdown:
“Come on chaps...back to work’

By Pam Moore
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Public Worship Guidelines
As we gradually restore our public worship opportunities, please
kindly note the following guidelines:
When and which services?

Our Sunday 9.30am and Thursday 10.30am services are now open
to the public (but still livestreamed). Evensong remains on Zoom
only, at least for now.
Planning to arrive

For
the
Sunday
service,
please
email
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or phone 023 9245 5161 by
Saturday evening if you intend to come. (Not necessary for the
Thursday service). OTHERS WILL BE OFFERED PLACES ON A FIRST
COME FIRST SERVED BASIS, UNTIL WE HAVE REACHED
MAXIMUM SAFE CAPACITY

On arrival, you will be need to ensure we have your details for
track & trace purposes. This is NOW MANDATORY.

Seating will be at 2 metres’ distancing, but members of the same
household will be able to sit closer together.

Hand sanitisation will be required on entry and departure.









Service practicalities
Face-coverings should be worn by all except those with
exemptions, and those speaking or singing from the front of the
church.
Communion (bread only) will be distributed by the Celebrant
(suitably masked) to worshippers in their pews.
Singing is presently permitted only by the celebrant, as a ‘cantor’,
and socially distanced choristers.
After the service
We encourage worshippers not to linger to chat after the service,
except safely outside (in fresh air, and at 2m distance).
If you can, please consider donating electronically (to prevent
virus transfer via cash). Our contactless donation point can
receive donations of up to £45. Other ways to donate are
available.
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Service & Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop and NEW
Archdeacon Jenny
Rowley as she
commences her ministry
here

LIVE EVENTS
Thursday Eucharist
at 10.30am:
click here (from 10.26am)
Sunday Eucharist at 9.30:
click here (from 9.26am)

Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT,
Schools and health-care
facilities, shops and
council workers.

Those in Urgent Need
Val Rose
The Recently
Departed
Michael Moore
Stephanie Floyd
Maureen MacAndrew
Anniversaries of
Departed
11th Valentine Searle
Frederick Robinson
Susan Coughlan
13th Gordon Coleborn
Jean Shepherd

Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm:
click here (from 5.55pm)

Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm:
click here (from 3pm)
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION
FOR THIS WEEK’S HYMNS AND
READINGS.
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our two Eucharistic services (and
separate editions of the sermons) can be
viewed at your leisure, after about an
hour. Simply click here.
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Happy Birthday Beatrice

In celebration of Beatrice Mockford’s 91st birthday!
It looks like a fun day was had by all.

In memory of Stephanie Floyd
We are very sad to announce the
death after a very short illness of
Stephanie Floyd, who for many years
headed St Faith's Charity Shop, entirely as a volunteer, raising tens of
thousands of pounds for parish funds
in the process.
Steph was a much loved member of
the St Faith's community, who while
stepping back in recent years, still
maintained a lively interest in the
Shop.
Stephanie’s funeral will take place on
Friday 18th September at 10am.
Please remember Steph, her husband Ron and their family in your
prayers.
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Shoebox Appeal
Christmas Shoebox Collection Appeal.
Havant Rotary Club
As in the previous two years St.
Faiths Church will assist Havant
Rotary Club in their appeal for
Christmas Shoeboxes to be sent to
needy children in S.E. Europe.
Pamphlets giving details and
instructions will be available in St.
Faiths Church from 6th September
2020.
The box and lid should be
wrapped separately with the form
filled in denoting the age range and
sex of the child for whom it is intended. If possible a £1 coin should
be attached to the box to help defray transport expenses. Filled
boxes should be returned to St. Faiths Church for the 09.30 service
on Sunday 25th October 2020. Any queries or difficulties should be
addressed to Colin Warlow (02392 475447). Pamphlets could be
sent by post if you have difficulty in collecting.
Colin N. Warlow
Rotary Club of Havant

Jigsaw offer
Do you like jigsaw puzzles? If so Sandra would like to offer readers
the chance to borrow a jigsaw puzzle. She has a selection of 500 and
1000 piece jigsaws available for loan free of charge.
If you would like to borrow one, please contact Sandra Haggan.
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ST FAITH’S SHOP IS OPEN!
Open on

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY &
SATURDAY
'Thank you to everyone for your donations, the shop has
been doing well since opening. Please keep your donations
coming in so we can carry on the good work'. If you need
someone to collect your donation please contact Clare on
07837 700891.

Cardboard
Boxes Needed
St Faith’s Charity shop is in need of
cardboard boxes. If you have any
could you please drop them into
the shop.
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Is St Faith’s COVID-Safe?
We would like to re-assure all
potential worshippers that we have a very
strict regimen in place, and that after every
event, all surfaces which could have been
touched are cleaned and disinfected. We
cannot, of course, guarantee 100% disinfection, which is why hand cleanser is
provided at both exits. But we bet we are
a lot more COVID-safe than the average
supermarket or town bench!
Please see Sandra, if you would like to be part of our great team of
cleansers!

All Change - Pews to Chairs
With services, funerals, lunchtime concerts and private prayer
‘sessions’, our building is becoming well-used once more. But each
occasion requires a cleaning team to wash, dry and disinfect every
wooden surface (i.e. all the pews) as well as door handles and tables
etc. In the long-term we expect the heavy use of such cleaning
products to damage wooden surfaces.
To reduce the workload on our volunteers, to make the
building even more COVID-safe, and to reduce long-term damage,
we are removing majority of the pews (to side aisles) and will be
using socially distanced chairs instead. THIS HAPPENS FROM
SUNDAY, and is for a trial period, initially.
We understand, of course, that many will lament the loss of
pews (though we hope you’ll find the chairs more comfortable
during the Rector’s longer sermons!). But we kindly ask you to bear
with us as we endeavour to keep our church building as safe and
available as possible in the current circumstances.
Canon Tom
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St Gregory the Great
Preached on Thursday 3 September 2020 by Bishop John
Today (3 Sept) the Church commemorates St Gregory the Great,
described by St Bede (the first great historian of the Church of England)
as “our apostle”, because he was the Pope who sent St Augustine of
Canterbury in 597 on his mission to establish a church for the English
people. It’s not without reason then that Gregory is sometimes
described a “the apostle of England.”
Gregory came from a noble and wealthy Roman family which had
been distinguished in both politics and the Church. One of his greatgrandfathers had himself been Pope, and his father had been a senator
and senior official of the city. Gregory seemed destined for an
important public role. As an expert lawyer, he also became Prefect of
the city. His real longing however was to be a monk. Even that did not
save him from public service as the Pope sent him as an ambassador to
Constantinople, which was then the capital of the Roman Empire. Like
many of the most able and devout leaders of the early Church, Gregory
was thus torn between a prominent public position, with all the
temptations that brings, and his desire for a hidden life devoted to the
service of Christ.
This same ambivalence characterised the way he exercised his
own ministry when he himself was chosen as Pope. He brought with
him all the experience and habits he had acquired as a senior servant of
the state. He was decisive and could be authoritarian. But he was also a
sensitive and skilful pastor not just in his care for the Church as whole
but also in his attentive care for the different needs of the people
entrusted to his care. One of his loveliest writings was a book “On
Pastoral Care” - while Archbishop Michael Ramsey said he used to
reread every time he was preparing to ordain a new bishop.
So, that’s a bit of the background and character of the saint we
commemorate today.
His title, “the Great”, should not mislead us. Whoever would be
great, said Jesus, must make himself least and the servant of all. One of
my favourite 20th century saints, Charles de Foucauld, said that Jesus
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has so taken the lowest place that no one can take it from him” - and
all who follow him must follow him in this too. Gregory understood
this, and one of his favourite descriptions of himself was “the servant of
the servants of God.”
Greatness, Christian greatness, is something very different from
how the world understands greatness. Do you remember the little
battle between Jesus and Peter we heard about in Sunday’s gospel?
Peter had protested when Jesus spoke about his coming suffering. This
shall never happen to you, Lord. Peter clearly thought that Jesus should
trounce all his enemies and meant to do everything in his power to help
him do so. Peter wanted a triumphant Jesus, a glorious Jesus - in this
he probably was not too far from those two brothers James and John
who asked to have places of honour in God’s kingdom.
Jesus’ whole life and message was a protest against that way of
thinking. In worldly terms Jesus was, to quote a modern phrase, a
loser, the ultimate loser. Hence his sharp words to Peter: “the way you
think is not God’s way but man’s.” The world’s way is to lord it over
others or at least find ourselves higher in the pecking order and have
other people at our beck and call. Christ’s way is very different. After
all, he came, as he himself said, not to be served but to serve and to
give his life as a ransom for many.
May St Gregory pray for us individually and as the Church of
England, that we may all learn how to share the lowest place with Jesus
Christ and, following his example, wash the feet of our brothers and
sisters.

NOTICE OF APCM & REVISION OF
ELECTORAL ROLL
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 11 October
2020 after the Parish Eucharist.
We have several vacancies on the PCC: please consider whether God is
calling you to serve!
Speak to Fr Tom, Sandra Haggan or any PCC member if you would like to
know more.

The deadline for joining the Electoral Roll is Sunday 19 September.
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live I pray I serve
Our Mission Plan for the next five years has been approved by the
Parochial Church Council. It will be presented to the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting on the 11th of October. Hard copies will be available to
collect from church on Sunday, and electronic versions can be found at
this link: https://stfaith.com/mission-development-plan/
It arrives in the midst of a testing time for the Diocese, and the
parish. Thanks to the direct impact of COVID-19, our Diocese is facing a
£2million deficit for the current year, and projections are suggesting a
similarly difficult year ahead (depending on when a vaccine can be
produced and circulated).
Various conversations are
now underway to consider what
God may be saying to the
Diocese, Deanery and Parish
about the future shape of Church
of England ministry. Inevitably,
some reduction in stipendiary
priests seems likely - but we are
also thinking and planning for
new ways of being church that
are less dependent on overworked vicars!
Our own mission plan sets
out a bold plan for the long-term
future of this parish, which we
believe is a vision God has given
us. We invite all parishioners to
engage with it, and to let us have
their opinions.
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Canon Tom
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September reflection from
Bishop John
He hath exalted the humble and meek (from the Magnificat BCP cf Lk. 1.52)
The Magnificat, said or sung daily at Evening Prayer, could be
described as “the Gospel according to Mary”; it reminds us above all of
God's goodness and favour towards the poor, the hungry, the humble and
the helpless. That really is gospel - good news - for us all. It is precisely at
our points of weakness, when our defences are down and we recognise how
utterly dependent on God we are that he is able to break in and raise us up.
In doing so he chooses and uses us - in other words just like Mary, we are
raised up to be his agents in the world.
We remember the littleness of Mary, “the slave-girl of the Lord”; God
chose one who was, in her own words “humble and meek” to be the door
through which he would himself enter this world and begin the new age. We
remember Mary's own obedient response to the angel; “Behold, the
handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy will”.
Humility and obedience. It is important to understand these words
properly. Humility does not mean self-contempt or being a doormat; it
involves rather a realistic assessment of who and what we are; it also means
recognising that it is through the poor and humble parts of our world, and of
ourselves, that God can enter in. To be truly humble means to know that we
are utterly dependent on God; it requires worship, which is both the cause
and the result of humility.
Obedience does not mean reluctant, grim jawed dutifulness, it means
joyful assent to the will of God. In order to obey we need first to hear; I have
already spoken about the importance of worship in relation to humility, and
part of worship is scripture, from which we know and celebrate God's mighty
acts. The Magnificat, Mary's song during her visit to her cousin Elizabeth, is
full of Old Testament echoes. Mary was steeped in the scriptures, as the
expression of God's graciousness to his people. Mary's vocation was to bring
the Word of God into the world. Her visit to Elizabeth is an expression of
this, in anticipation of the birth of Jesus. In other words, Mary is called to be
an evangelist and she hurries to shares the good news with Elizabeth in
obedience to God.
No wonder “all generations call her blessed”. Mary typifies two
characteristics which are essential for every Christian: humility and
obedience. Humility arises from worship, and prepares us for obedience.
Obedience in its turn requires not only hearts humbled by worship, but also
ears attuned by attention to scripture.
We must allow these characteristics to grow in us if we are to begin to
share in the greatest of all the examples of Mary: intimacy with the Lord.
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Newsletter from Sabeel-Kairos URC Action Group
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End of Summer Fun...
Submitted by Peter Allman


When one door closes and another door opens, you’re
probably in prison.



To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill it.



Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9.00pm is the new midnight.



It's the start of a brand-new day and I'm off like a herd of turtles.



The older I get, the earlier it gets late.



When I say, "The other day," I could be referring to any time between yesterday and 15 years ago.



I remember being able to get up without making sound effects.


I had my patience tested. I'm negative.



Remember, if you lose a sock in the dryer
it comes back as a Tupperware lid that
doesn't fit any of your containers.


If you're sitting in public and a stranger
takes the seat next to you, just stare straight ahead and say, "Did
you bring the money?"


When you ask me what I’m doing today and I say "nothing," it
doesn’t mean I’m free. It means I’m doing nothing.

16

Medical Jargon?
The Irish have the lowest stress rate in the world, exhaustive studies
showed that this was due to the fact that the Irish do not take medical
problems and terms seriously. Below are examples of how the Irish
interpret medical jargon, submitted by Clive Barnett:
Artery - The study of paintings
Bacteria - Back door to cafeteria
Barium - What doctors do when patients die
Benign - What you be, after you be eight
Caesarean Section - A neighbourhood in Rome
Cat scan - Searching for Kitty
Cauterize - Made eye contact with her
Colic - A sheep dog
Coma - A punctuation mark
Dilate - To live long
Enema - Not a friend
Fester - Quicker than someone else
Fibula - A small lie
Impotent - Distinguished, well known
Labour Pain - Getting hurt at work
Medical Staff - A Doctor's cane
Morbid - A higher offer
Nitrates - Rates of Pay for Working at Night,
Node - I knew it
Outpatient - A person who has fainted
Pelvis - Second cousin to Elvis
Post Operative - A letter carrier
Recovery Room - Place to do upholstery
Rectum - Nearly killed him
Secretion - Hiding something
Seizure - Roman Emperor
Tablet - A small table
Terminal Illness - Getting sick at the airport
Tumour - One plus one more
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In the Name of Jesus
Canon Tom’s Sermon from last Sunday...
Text: Matthew 18.15-20 (compare with John 14.13-14)
What’s in a name?
In the name of Jesus. In the
NAME of Jesus.
In some
churches, you’ll hear that phrase
used over and over again – all
through the prayers they say. It’s
a kind of magic phrase which
some have come to believe will
make real whatever the prayer is
about. ‘Father God we pray for
wealth and health, in the NAME
of Jesus. Abracadabra!’
But is this what Jesus
meant for us to do when he
taught, in John’s Gospel, that
whatever you ask in his name he
will do. Or, as we heard in
The Rector gets a bit carried away
today’s Gospel, ‘whenever two or
sometimes. Bless him.
three gather IN MY NAME I am
there with them.
What does it mean to pray, or gather, in the name of Jesus?
In western culture, names are thrown around without a great deal of
thought. We tend to give names to children because we like the sound
of them, or because they are the name of a much loved family
member. (Or in the case of the Brombley family, apparently, because
girls names start with ‘s’, and boys names start with ‘f’. That’s right,
isn’t it, Sarah, Summer, Sky. And Freddie and Frankie?!)
In older times, parents would choose names which they hoped
would be worked out in the behaviour of the child as it grew. So, names
like Grace, Chastity or Patience were especially popular in Victorian
times. The stained glass windows in our choir stalls have three lovely
ladies in them, called Faith, Hope and Charity.
A few years ago, I was accosted in the churchyard by a dear lady of
somewhat dubious mental health. She harangued me for quite a while
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about the fact that we don’t, in fact, call Jesus by his proper
name. Actually, she was right. The name he was given was in fact
‘Yeshua’ – which is anglicised to Joshua. Over time, through
translations from Aramaic into Greek then into English, the
consonants and vowels got changed – leaving us with the modern
rendering of his name: Jesus. Yeshua is what Jesus would have heard
when his mother called him for his dinner. And it means ‘God saves’.
Which makes Jesus an extraordinary name for a child to be
given, because there was an expectation that he would live up to the
name he was given and go on to genuinely save people from their
sins.
There’s no mention in the bible of Jesus having a surname, but
that isn’t hugely surprising. At the time Jesus lived, an individual
would be known by their given name, and then perhaps the place
they were from. Jesus of Nazareth would be good example. Perhaps
their occupation - like Matthew the Tax Collector; or maybe who their
father was, like James son of Zebedee. What is certain is that Jesus’
surname wasn’t ‘Christ’. No-one approaching him in the street would
have said ‘Good morning, Mr Christ’. That wasn’t his surname – but
rather it is a Title…a word which means ‘saviour’. So, if you like, you
can call Jesus Christ ‘Yeshua Saviour’. Certainly the old lady in the
churchyard would be much happier if you did!
Giving people a title is another way of renaming them, to
describe something about them. Ken Dodd, of blessed memory,
sometimes referred to himself as the ‘Chief Tickler of Britain’. And
then there are the plan daft titles which are creeping into the world
of work. Recently I heard of someone called the ‘Chief Wizard of
Light Bulb Moments’. Turns out he was a Marketing Director. And I
rather like the title of ‘Grand Master of Underlings’…which turns out
to be a Deputy Manager!
There is one title, however, that we can all aspire to because of
Yeshua Saviour – Jesus Christ. The whole point of Jesus living among
us was to show us what God is like. Jesus wanted us to see God
differently than how he has been viewed in the past. Jesus showed
us that God wasn’t a distant deity, perched on a mountain-top or a
cloud, viewing the world from a distance. Instead, Jesus gave God a
new title – the title of Father…or, actually, the title ‘Abba’ – which
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means ‘Daddy’. Jesus, born as a child himself, invites us to view God as a
parental figure…the Daddy, or the Mummy, who cares about their
children. And so, we are offered a new title – the title of Child of God.
I’ve had many names and titles throughout my life – Tom, Dad,
Grandad, Rector, Reverend, Canon. Idiot. But the one which matters
most to me is the simplest of all, the one modelled by the baby in the
manger…child of God.
I am Tom, child of God.
And Sandra is a child of God.
And Lucas is a child of God.
And everyone here…we are all children of God.
That title is one which every member of the human race can
claim. We are all God’s children. The only choice we have to make is
whether we choose to be part of the family of God as well.
And if we do, if we choose to bind our self to the names of God,
and especially to the name of Jesus Christ, then we will surely desire to
live and to pray in the ways that he lived and prayed. To pray, or to
gather, in the NAME of Jesus, means to align ourselves to Jesus’ will for
the world – revealed to us in the Scriptures.
What was his will? We see it worked out in his prayers, and in his
teaching. We willed that we should Love God with all our heart, soul,
mind and strength. He willed that we should love our neighbours as
ourselves. He willed that all his followers should be one, and that the
hungry would be fed, the prisoners cared for, the sick healed. He willed
that the whole community of people who call themselves after Christ –
the Christians – would bear his light to the world. By our actions, by our
generosity, by our commitment to our community, by our prayers…all of
us bent towards the transformation of the world in which we live.
Now that’s a prayer for which we can pray, and for which we can
gather, in the name of Jesus!

In need of prayer?
Please see the back page of this issue for our new
‘Prayer Request Form’ - offering a choice of private
or public prayers for you or your loved-ones.
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Anthem of the Week
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
This week I’m having a look at the history of a short anthem, which
might be better described as a “hymn anthem” called There’s a wideness
in God’s mercy.
The words were written by Frederick William Faber
(1814 – 1863) who was born in Calverly, which is
about halfway between Bradford and Leeds in
Yorkshire. He was educated at Balliol College Oxford
and was ordained in the Church of England in 1839.
Faber was very influenced by the teaching of John
Henry Newman and he converted to the
Catholicism in 1845. Faber then worked with
Newman at the Brompton Oratory until 1849, when
he was sent to establish the London Oratory.
Faber believed that Roman Catholics should
write hymns like those written by John Newton and Charles Wesley and
as a result, wrote about 150 hymns during his lifetime. The words of
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” date from 1862.
The music that the choir commonly sing these words to is by
Maurice Bevan (1921 – 2006) who was born in
Shropshire. His father, grandfather and greatgrandfather were all clergymen in the Church of
England! Bevan studied at Magdalen College,
Oxford. After military service during World War
Two, he worked in broadcasting in Germany
before returning to England in the late 1940s to
take up a position as a vicar choral (lay clerk) at
St. Paul’s Cathedral. He stayed as a member of
St. Paul’s Cathedral choir for forty years! At the
start of Maurice Bevan’s time at St. Paul’s, one
of his colleagues was the famous counter tenor (male alto) Alfred Deller.
Bevan became a member of the Deller Consort and continued to be a
regular member of the ensemble until the late 1980s. In addition to
these roles, Maurice Bevan often made appearances on the BBC
children’s radio programme “Listen with Mother” where he usually sang
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“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”.
Maurice Bevan was also a music editor and composer of
several hymn tunes, including “Corvedale” which was written in 1990
for the words “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” and to be sung in
St. Paul’s Cathedral. The tune Corvedale is named after the area in
Shropshire around the River Corve and between the village of
Stanton Lacey where Bevan’s father was once vicar.
I remember the first time I heard and sang this tune = Mothering
Sunday 1996 at St. Paul’s Cathedral. It’s funny the things you
remember!
Here are the choir of St. Paul’s Cathedral in action: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=raMn2iV9x2E
As a former director of music at St. Paul’s Cathedral writes: You can
almost feel the “wideness in God’s mercy” through Maurice Bevan’s
grand and spacious melody.
This Sundays voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist
The voluntary before and after the Sunday morning service this week
is “A Voluntary for Full Swell, Cornet and Flute” which is attributed to
the composer and organist John James to whom we know little,
except that he died in 1745 and was reputed to be a turbulent figure
with an extravagant playing style! The voluntary is in two parts; I will
be playing the slower section before the service and the faster section

£700 raised to date
We have so far raised a little over £700 from the sale of
Canon Tom’s book of ‘Scribblings’. £350 has been sent
to Bishop Matthias at the Diocese of Ho, Ghana for
urgent expenses, including stipends for clergy. The
other £350 will be allocated to the Big Build Campaign.
Thank you to everyone who has supported this
endeavour!
How about buying another copy to give as a Christmas
present? When they’re gone, they’re gone!
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Wanted—SPONSORS!
In normal times the valiant members of St Faith’s and St
Nicholas’ ask members of the congregation to sponsor
them for the Round the Churches Ride and Stride in aid
of the Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust.
They can chat about it face to face and people have been
most generous in the past. In this very surreal year it has not been
possible to do this and so far, all the sponsor forms are empty.
It would be wonderful if you could contact the riders this year
offering your donation. Only three brave spirits have come forward this
year to visit local churches, signing in at each one. Half of the money
raised by the participants will come back to our church of St Faith to
help us in our mission to the parish.
The brave riders are: Kevin and Hilda Arkell at
kevin@thearkells.co.uk (Kevin and Hilda have very recently moved into
the area now that Kevin has retired from the ministry).
David Deadman at diha@deadman.myzen.co.uk He will be riding
solos this year without his good wife ie me, for company.
Sandra Haggan at sandrahaggan54@gmail.comis taking to her
trusty steed and venturing further afield than is usual for her.
Please support them by emailing them with your offer. I know
that any help however small, would be much appreciated. Let’s hope
that Saturday 12 September is a fine day for their adventures!

New Mugs arriving
Here’s our Sandra, modelling
new bone china mugs of the
church - which will be on sale
from Sunday-week (19 Sept).
£8 each - all profits to the
West End Toilet campaign.
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 13 September (Tr.14)
Hymn: (296)
Words: John Mason (c. 1645-1694)
Tune : COE FEN by Ken Naylor (1931-1991)

1. How shall I sing that Majesty
Which angels do admire?
Let dust in dust and silence lie;
Sing, sing, ye heav’nly choir.
Thousands of thousands stand around
Thy throne, O God most high;
Ten thousand times ten thousand
sound
Thy praise; but who am I?

3. How great a being, Lord, is Thine,
Which doth all beings keep!
Thy knowledge is the only line
To sound so vast a deep.
Thou art a sea without a shore,
A sun without a sphere;
Thy time is now and evermore,
Thy place is everywhere.

2. Thy brightness unto them appears,
Whilst I Thy footsteps trace;
A sound of God comes to my ears,
But they behold Thy face.
They sing because Thou art their Sun;
Lord, send a beam on me;
For where heav’n is but once begun
There alleluias be.

Hymn: (590)
Words: v1 Karen Rafferty vs 2 &3 unknown, based on Matthew 6: 33, 7.7
Tune: SEEK YE FIRST: Karen Lafferty (b.1948) arr. Adrian Fish

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness,
and all these things
shall be added unto you,
Allelu, alleluia.

3. Ask, and it shall be given unto you.
Seek, and ye shall find.
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you,
Allelu, alleluia.
Refrain:

Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, allelu, alleluia.
2. You shall not live by bread alone,
but by ev'ry word
that proceeds from the mouth of God,
Allelu, alleluia. Refrain:
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The Collect
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us a new and
living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you
in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever

Amen
First reading from the Book of Genesis, Chapter: 50, Verses: 15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we
did to him?’ So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this
instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept when
they spoke to him.
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are
here as your slaves.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the
place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter: 18, Verses: 21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times’.
‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and,
as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of
his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
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throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and
pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the
debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.’
Hymn: (238 T. 395)
Words: James Seddon (1915-1983)
Tune: WOODLANDS: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

1. Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take;
proclaim Christ Jesus, saviour, Lord, and king,
that all the world his worthy praise may sing.
2.Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
he will in grace respond to all who call:
how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?
3.Go forth and tell! where still the darkness lies;
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies:
give us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind,
a love like yours which cares for humankind.
4. Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:
share God's good gifts - let no-one be denied;
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed pow’rs for his sole glory use.
5. Go forth and tell! O church of God, arise!
go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till all nations his great name adore
and serve him, Lord and king, for evermore.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Hymn : (13)
Words: William John Sparrow-Simpson (1859-1952)
Tune: John Stainer (1840-1901)

1. All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
this our song shall ever be;
for we have no hope nor Saviour
if we have not hope in thee.

4. All for Jesus! thou hast loved us,
all for Jesus! thou hast died,
all for Jesus! thou art with us,
all for Jesus, glorified!

2. All for Jesus! thou wilt give us
strength to serve thee hour by hour;
none can move us from thy presence
while we trust thy love and pow’r.

5. All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
this the Church’s song shall be,
till at last the flock is gathered
one in love, and one in thee.

3. All for Jesus! at thine altar
thou dost give us sweet content;
there, dear Saviour, we receive thee
in thy holy sacrament.
Psalm 66
Be joyful in God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name;
sing the glory of his praise.
2 Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds!
Because of your great strength
your enemies shall bow before you.
3 ‘All the earth shall worship you,
sing to you, sing praise to your name.’
4 Come now and behold the works of God,
how wonderful he is in his dealings with humankind.
5 He turned the sea into dry land;
the river they passed through on foot;
there we rejoiced in him.
6 In his might he rules for ever;
his eyes keep watch over the nations;
let no rebel rise up against him.
7 Bless our God, O you peoples;
make the voice of his praise to be heard,
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8 Who holds our souls in life
and suffers not our feet to slip.
9 For you, O God, have proved us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
10 You brought us into the snare;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11 You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water;
but you brought us out into a place of liberty.
12 I will come into your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows,
which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
13 I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices
with the smoke of rams;
I will sacrifice oxen and goats.
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God,
and I will tell you what he has done for my soul.
15 I called out to him with my mouth
and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had nursed evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me,
17 But in truth God has heard me;
he has heeded the voice of my prayer.
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld his loving mercy from me.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 52.13-end
See, my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.
Just as there were many who were astonished at him
—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals—
so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
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for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
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Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Second Reading: Ephesians 2.11-end
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called ‘the
uncircumcision’ by those who are called ‘the circumcision’—a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were
at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and
has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making
peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace
to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself
as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling-place for God.
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Hymn: (638)
Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893)
Music: St Clement: Clement C Schofield (1839-1904)

1. The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended:
the darkness falls at thy behest;
to thee our morning hymns ascended;
thy praise shall sanctify our rest.
2. We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onward into light,
through all the world her watch is keeping,
and rests not now by day or night.
3. As o’er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,
the voice of prayer is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.
4. The sun that bids us rest is waking
our brethren ‘neath the western sky,
and hour by hour fresh lips are making
thy wondrous doings heard on high.
5. So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never,
like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 17 September
1 Corinthians 15.1–11
Luke 7.36–end
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