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St. Faith - Ora pro nobis!*

* Ora pro nobis - ‘pray for us’ (inscribed on the pedestal of our
Statue.) This statue was erected in memory of Doris Norkett
(Norkie, as she was known - a much loved member of the
church). It was specially dressed for last Sunday’s Dedication
Service (see the Rector’s sermon on page 20 inside).
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Public Worship Guidelines
As we gradually restore our public worship opportunities, please kindly
note the following guidelines:
When and which services?

Our Sunday 9.30am and Thursday 10.30am services are now open
to the public (and livestreamed). Evensong remains on Zoom only,
at least for now.
Planning to arrive

For
the
Sunday
service,
please
email
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or phone 023 9245 5161 by Saturday
evening if you intend to come. (Not necessary for the Thursday
service). OTHERS WILL BE OFFERED PLACES ON A FIRST COME
FIRST SERVED BASIS, UNTIL WE HAVE REACHED MAXIMUM SAFE
CAPACITY

On arrival, you will be need to ensure we have your details for
track & trace purposes. This is NOW MANDATORY. A QR code is
also available to use with the NHS Covid App.

Seating will be at 2 metres’ distancing, but members of the same
household will be able to sit closer together.

Hand sanitisation will be required on entry and departure.








Service practicalities
Face-coverings should be worn by all except those with
exemptions, and those speaking or singing from the front of the
church.
Communion (bread only) will be distributed by the Celebrant
(suitably masked) to worshippers in their pews.
Singing is presently permitted only by the celebrant, as a ‘cantor’,
and physically-distanced choristers.
After the service
We encourage worshippers not to linger to chat after the service,
except safely outside (in fresh air, and at 2m distance).
If you can, please consider donating electronically (to prevent virus
transfer via cash). Our contactless donation point can receive
donations of up to £30. Other ways to donate are available.
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Service & Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

LIVE EVENTS
Thursday Eucharist
at 10.30am:
click here (from 10.25am)

The Diocese
For the Bishop and NEW
Archdeacon Jenny
Rowley as she
commences her ministry
here

Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT,
Schools and health-care
facilities, shops and
council workers.

Those in Urgent Need
Christopher Sharpe
Pauline Kaznowski
The Recently
Departed
Michael Moore
Stephanie Floyd
Maureen McAndrew
Wyn Clinnick
Anniversaries of
Departed
9th Norman Strugnell
10th Dora Watts
Margaret O’Flynn
Charlotte Clemett
Jan Beebe
12th George Deadman

Sunday Eucharist at 9.30:
click here (from 9.25am)
Sunday APCM on ZOOM:
click here (from 1030am)
Passcode if needed: 807752
Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm:
click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm:
click here (from 3pm)
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION FOR
THIS WEEK’S HYMNS AND READINGS.

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our two Eucharistic services can be viewed
at your leisure, within a few minutes of the
end of the service. Simply click here.
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More humour from Bill Jones...

Wyn Clinnick - R.I.P.
There’s no doubt in my mind that Wyn would have
enjoyed the silliness of Bill Jones, once again
displayed for all to see in the humour above! After
all, she put up with him for at least the last five
years, while together they developed the epic
gathering known as the Monday Club! But sadly,
the Monday Club and the whole congregation of St
Faith’s have now lost ‘Aunty Wyn’ to the eternal
banquet at our Lord’s Table in heaven - where I
have no doubt she will be warmly welcomed.
For our part, we will mark Wyn’s passing at
3pm on Thursday 29th October (with a short service at the Oaks at 4pm).
Most sadly, these services will be for only 30 mourners, at Wyn’s family’s
invitation. But if you are not, sadly, able to be included, why not gather physically distanced - outside the church to send her off with our love and
thanks? We’ll also plan an opportunity to remember Wyn’s contribution to
our community life on another occasion - details to follow. (See also page 14,
for how she continues to inspire us).
Canon Tom
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Company bids for Havant Parish Church
submitted by Ann Griffiths

This was the headline of a News article in 1974, when a London development company wrote to the Reverend Derek Brown saying that a client of
theirs was looking for sites to purchase in shopping areas. They were interested in buying St Faith's Church and there would be sufficient capital to
pay for a new building on an alternative site in Havant.
The Rector said, 'There was no concern for the church at all. It was
simply to be demolished. Before the church could be sold it would have to
be declared redundant and a Private Member's Bill would have to be
passed. Anyone can see that it is not dilapidated or unused. It is a ridiculous idea.'
The Rector had written to the company saying that he was very happy to tell them that the church was prospering and that they were thinking
of building additional premises on a new housing area. 'because business is
so good'. The Rector went on to say, 'With the upsurge of materialism people are realising that money can't buy everything and that includes the
Parish Church of St Faith's. Your clients might well be interested in acquiring the site opposite the Dolphin and Anchor in Chichester on which stands
the Cathedral but I am very doubtful whether the Cathedral authorities are
at present considering the possibility of parting with their property.
'Greetings to your client and tell them the church is open all day and
every day for worship and we will be pleased to see them, I enclose a copy
of the parish magazine.'

Its Spring Again
We would like to do some more planting for next Spring in the
churchyard. Last year we did some fringe planting with
snowdrops along the South Street side and would like to add
more this year between the lime trees.
We hope to plant snowdrops, natural primroses, winter
aconites and cowslips, we hope to begin planting in
October. If you would like to contribute to this fund a little something in an
envelope marked Spring Flowers would be very much appreciated.
Jim and Sue Davis and Sandra Haggan.
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ST FAITH’S SHOP IS OPEN!
The charity shop is open during the following times:
Tuesday 9.30am-2pm
Wednesday 9.30 - 2pm
Friday 9.30am-1pm
Saturday 9.30am-2pm
(We hope to open on another day soon - with new volunteers!)

Donations are now accepted when the shop is open, but we
ask that people leave them in the courtyard. They will then
be taken into the Pallant Centre for quarantine.
There are few donations that we are in need of:
Ladies bags, in good condition
Fabric and other craft items (which is selling well)
Bric-a brac
If you need someone to collect your donation please contact
Clare on 07837 700891.
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Tradition - keeping us going!
I wonder whether you heard Rowan Williams
last week, on Radio 4’s ‘Start the Week’ (28
Sept 2020). He was talking (in his usually
fascinating way!) about his new book on the
Rule of St Benedict. The whole programme is
well worth listening to, but I was especially
struck by the following nugget of history,

which I’ll paraphrase...
Williams said that St Benedict wrote his famous Rule, and
established his Christian community, at a time when the Roman Empire
was crumbling around them. All the old certainties were disappearing,
but Benedict recognised that simple traditions and simple disciplines of
living, would carry the Christian community through the tectonic shifts
of the society around them. It would keep them anchored, and focused
on the essential task of living together in loving service, praying regularly
and with discipline.
It seemed to me that Williams (and through him, Benedict) was
speaking directly to our time. We are facing economic and societal
shifts beyond comparison, all across the world. Patterns of work, health
-care, and social gathering are changing almost daily. The economy (of
the whole world) is in free-fall, and the old certainties about our
economic models are suddenly much less certain. The Climate
Emergency and the COVID Pandemic are both causes and symptoms of
the malaise of modern humanity.
Into this chaos, the traditions of our practice of faith speak out.
They offer us a mast to which we can cling amid the storm. They give us
a lens through which to view the chaos - a lens which reminds us of our
place in both the Universe and in what theologians call ‘the economy of
God’. It is for this reason that, service-by-service throughout the
pandemic, I have maintained the same pattern of worship, and why
we’ve sung the old hymns, and prayed the old prayers. Tempting as it
may be to use the tool of the internet to do something ‘new and
whacky’, I have personally felt the need to hold fast to the traditions we
have inherited. They have sustained our forebears, for generations
before us. And I believe they are capable of sustaining us too.
Canon Tom
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Safeguarding - vital work!
From the Right Reverend Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury on this
week’s publication of the IICSA on the Anglican Church
“To fail on safeguarding casts a profound stain across every
good thing we do. I have said this before and I continue to
stand by it. But I am acutely aware as we come towards
the end of this year that while there is a genuine
commitment for the safeguarding of children and
vulnerable adults to be the highest priority of all parts of
the Church, it is evident we still have not got it right.
“The report published today is a stark and shocking
reminder of how so many times we have failed – and continue to fail survivors. Apologies are vital, but they are not enough. We have to listen. We
have to learn. And we have to act.
“In calling for the enquiry, through a letter to the then Home Secretary
Theresa May in 2014, I was aware that although it would be something that
survivors had demanded it would also be a deeply painful process to tell their
stories. I am very grateful to them for their courage. We cannot and will not
make excuses and I must again offer my sincere apologies to those to have
been abused, and to their families, friends and colleagues.
“There is clearly much to respond to and an in-depth consideration of
today’s report is vital. IICSA has shone a light on the past and present to help
us better inform our future safeguarding work. They are owed our thanks
which we give wholeheartedly. I pray this report and its recommendations will
result in the changes needed to make our Church a safer place for all now and
for future generations.”

Comment from Canon Tom:
The Archbishop has said it all, really - and we, the church, now need to
redouble our efforts to be a place of complete safety for all. While
recognising that abusers will infiltrate all kinds of organisations (from
football clubs to schools, and most often - tragically - family situations) this
is no excuse for the church to fail to be a place where abuse is never
tolerated, and survivors always supported.
Please pray for me, and for our parish Safeguarding Officer (Pauline
West) and for all our PCC, Staff and Leaders as we remain constantly alert,
constantly vigilant and supportive to survivors - to ensure that St Faith’s
remains a place of safety for all.
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The harvest is plentiful, but the
labourers are few...
Preached on Thursday 1 October 2020 by Canon Tom Kennar
Luke 10.1-12 (Jesus sends out the 72).

In these days of the Covid Pandemic, a remarkable thing has happened. There
are no firm statistics to support it yet, but all the anecdotal evidence is that
the church is growing. The mass movement of churches into online services
has meant that people all across the country, and across the world, are
accessing opportunities for worship and study in new and exciting ways. In
some cases, these are people who might otherwise have been stuck at home,
through frailty or illness. But in many other cases, I’ve found, the ‘new
worshippers’ have been people who only had a very loose affiliation with
church.
Perhaps, for some, the very thought of entering a church has been
scary, even though they have been interested in faith. That might seem
strange to those of us who feel at home in a church. But perhaps we might
reflect how we would feel entering, say, a mosque or a Hindu temple. Where
should we sit? Are we allowed to sit? What words do we say? When is the
right time to stand or sit? If I sit here, will I be sitting in someone’s favourite
place?
Offering our services online has enabled some people to engage with
worship without any of those apprehensions. They can sit in their own chair,
and watch when they want to watch. If something intrigues them, they can
pause. If they want to visit the bathroom, they can pause! For many,
therefore, worship online has enabled them to gain a window into the
previously nerve-wracking world of ‘coming to church’. And that’s a good
thing. It’s why we plan to continue live-streaming our worship for as long as
anyone is watching it from home!
Another group of people we’ve seen attending online church is the
group of folks who walked away from church at some time in their lives…but
who are now, slowly, gently, finding a way back through internet worship. If
you are one of those – then you are welcome too!
The happy upshot of all these online engagements is that the number of
workers for the harvest of human souls is somewhat larger than it was. The
harvest is indeed plentiful…there are literally millions of people who have not
yet heard – or perhaps understood yet - the good news that they are children
of God, that God loves them, and wants them to find new, purposeful life and
healing for their souls. ‘Salvation’…if you prefer.
But how are we to encourage online worshippers to engage in that task
of being workers in the harvest field? Well, here’s a few suggestions, from
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today’s Gospel reading…which really apply to us all, whether we worship in
church, or at home.
First: Jesus calls us to engage with the world. He sent out the seventy
disciples as his ambassadors. He wanted them to prepare the ground on which
he was planning to walk – telling the people that the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand. We too are called to this work. Wherever we are – at home or at work, at
school or out shopping – we are all the bearers of wonderful news. God loves
us, and calls us to live fulfilling lives, and to find healing for our souls. We can
invite our friends, our co-workers, our family to access the online resources
which are now available – whether it’s to watch a service like this, and to think
about the sermon – or whether it’s to join in with the Church’s daily prayer
initiatives, or an internet discussion group. Or whether its by passing on the
Corona Chronicle to a neighbour or family-member. By just chatting with others,
about how helpful WE have found these resources, we can draw others into the
light of faith.
Secondly: Jesus tells us we are not alone. He sent out the seventy
disciples in pairs. He understood that we all need companions along the journey
of faith – to correct us, to uplift us, to encourage us. Who is your companion on
the journey of faith? Perhaps it’s your life partner? Or perhaps it’s a close friend
with whom you share your thoughts and feelings? Perhaps just the very act of
tuning-in regularly to online worship, or by actually coming into church, you feel
that you have companionship along the journey of faith? Whatever works for
you – whatever lifts you, comforts you, encourages you, challenges you – keep
on doing that.
Thirdly: Jesus tells us to wipe the dust from our feet. Jesus knew that
his good news of abundant life would not be welcomed by all. Sometimes,
people are just too attached to their own ways of doing things. They are no
longer teachable. They think they have nothing to learn. Jesus encourages us to
not waste our time with such folks. Leave them to God’s loving mercy.
That’s a lesson I’ve had to learn – especially on the internet. It’s very easy
to get riled up about someone’s frustrating, or ignorant comment. Part of me
wants to turn into a ‘keyboard warrior’ – and to smash down the walls of their
ignorance (or plain stupidity) with facts. But I’ve had to learn that doing so is
just a waste of time. Someone who has allowed false news to dominate their
thinking is only going to view me as deluded. Their ability to reason has already
been taken from them. Wiping, sadly, the dust from my shoes, turning off the
internet or leaving the conversation in the street are my only options.
So…engage with the world, do it with others, and don’t waste your time
on those who will not, or cannot hear the life-saving words of God. That’s the
nub of today’s Gospel…and whether we labour in the streets and workplace, or
from our screen and keyboard, the harvest is plentiful. Thankfully…the workers
are not quite so few!
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live I pray I serve
Our Mission Plan for the next five years has been approved by the
Parochial Church Council. It will be presented to the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting THIS SUNDAY on the 11th of October. Hard copies will be
available to collect from church on Sunday, and electronic versions can be
found at this link: https://stfaith.com/mission-development-plan/
It arrives in the midst of a testing time for the Diocese, and the
parish. Thanks to the direct impact of COVID-19, our Diocese is facing a
£2million deficit for the current year, and projections are suggesting a
similarly difficult year ahead (depending on when a vaccine can be
produced and circulated).
Various conversations are
now underway to consider what
God may be saying to the
Diocese, Deanery and Parish
about the future shape of Church
of England ministry. Inevitably,
some reduction in stipendiary
priests seems likely - but we are
also thinking and planning for
new ways of being church that
are less dependent on overworked vicars!
Our own mission plan sets
out a bold plan for the long-term
future of this parish, which we
believe is a vision God has given
us. We invite all parishioners to
engage with it, and to let us have
their opinions.
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Canon Tom
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Knitted Christmas Angels

These Angels were all knitted by Wyn Clinnick (RIP - see page 4). She and
Sandra thought that it might be good particularly this year to flood Havant with
angels..........
If you can wrestle a pair of knitting needles and would like a project to keep you
occupied, we would welcome some help to knit Christmas angels to brighten up
the lives of our community.
Knitting patterns are available in church and are simple to follow. Please ask
Sandra for a pattern. All you need is two balls of DK wool in different colours
and a pair of 9 (3¾ mm) needles.

St Faith Mugs
Here’s our Sandra, modelling new bone china mugs of
the church - which are on sale £8 each - all profits to the
West End Toilet campaign.

In need of prayer?
Please see the back page of this issue for our new ‘Prayer
Request Form’ - offering a choice of private or public prayers
for you or your loved-ones.
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Shoebox Appeal
Christmas Shoebox Collection Appeal.
Havant Rotary Club
As in the previous two years St.
Faiths Church will assist Havant
Rotary Club in their appeal for
Christmas Shoeboxes to be sent to
needy children in S.E. Europe.
Pamphlets giving details and
instructions are available in
Church.
The box and lid should be
wrapped separately with the form
filled in denoting the age range and
sex of the child for whom it is
intended. If possible a £1 coin should be attached to the box to help
defray transport expenses. Filled boxes should be returned to St.
Faiths Church for the 09.30 service on Sunday 25th October 2020.
Any queries or difficulties should be addressed to Colin Warlow
(02392 475447). Pamphlets could be sent by post if you have
difficulty in collecting.
Colin N. Warlow
Rotary Club of Havant
Colin Warlow has managed to procure some shoe boxes. They will be
available in church after the 0930 Eucharist or by telephoning him.
All completed boxes should be brought to church for the 0930
Service on Sunday 25 October 2020.

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please
email Pauline at office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to
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The Old Man
Submitted by Betty Scriven from a poem in The Daily Mail.
Down the city streets the old man walks,
Past houses snug with curtains drawn,
He once was cared for, wanted too,
But alone he walks now, sad, forlorn.
Two people pass by arm in arm,
They’re hurrying for the night is cold,
The old man smiles, his memory stirred,
He too once had an arm to hold,
Past shops now closed he ambles slow,
For a while he thinks he will pretend
He’s back in those now far-off days
When cash in plenty he had to spend.
Alas, his wealth is now all gone
Most of it he gave away
To so-called ‘friends’ who promised that
They’d give it back ‘some day’.
The old man reached a corner where
A church spire pointed to the sky,
He went inside, his white head bowed
He prayed to God to let him die.
While kneeling there, he heard a sound
And a small white dog licked at his hand,
The cold and loneliness were things
Both man and dog could understand.
The old man knew he had been heard,
He’d found an answer to his prayer,
The Hand of God was a cold wet nose,
His loneliness had ended there,
The old man left the quiet church,
The little dog no more would roam
For, walking with a lighter step,
The old man took his new friend home.
Mrs. L.M. Wadlow
Redditch, Worcs.
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Church Bells
submitted by Anne Plater

We ring the bells on Sunday
And call all folk to pray
A few will heed the message
But more will stay away.

The bells they sound so lovely
We hear them all quite near
They're part of our tradition
And maybe more that's clear.
God's bells give Him much pleasure
And we enjoy them too
So when we sound our message
What does that mean to you ?
The bells can speak of Jesus
And what he came to do
There's blessing there for all of us
And for our children too.
So when you hear our ringing
Just offer up this prayer
"Lord Jesus, please bless me and mine
And keep us in Your care."
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Islamic Enlightenment?
A lot of newspapers and some western politicians would have us believe that Islam is a
backward-looking religion, which we in 'the West' should resist for fear of Sharia Law
being established in British streets. How true is this, in fact? In this fascinating essay,
our resident historian, Michael Laird, takes a look at the history of the 'Islamic
Enlightenment'. Perhaps we need to see a bigger picture to gain a truer
understanding? Ed.

ISLAMIC ENLIGHTENMENT?
I have recently caught up with an important book by the journalist and
historian Christopher de Bellaigue entitled ‘The Islamic Enlightenment’. He
takes issue with a view widespread in the West that Islam is hostile to
‘progress’ and modernity, and needs a Reformation and Enlightenment after
the model of 16th-18th century Europe. Focussing on Turkey, Egypt and Iran as
key centres of influence in the Islamic world, he points out how two centuries
ago now, radical reform and modernisation did in fact start to take shape,
largely under Western influences.
As of 1800, printing in these countries hardly existed; only about 3% of
the population was literate; women were secluded in the harem; slaves were
bought and sold; outbreaks of plague still occurred. But by then the onceformidable Ottoman-Turkish Empire had suffered humiliating defeats by
European countries and its economy was in decline.
Awareness of this stimulated a programme of change and reform known
as the Tanzimat. Books were translated from European languages; schools were
established teaching modern subjects outside the control of the traditional
Islamic authorities; new legal codes were introduced based on the French
system, not the Sharia, and with Christians and Jews on an equal footing with
Muslims; slavery was outlawed. Syria and Iraq were still provinces of the
Ottoman Empire, so these reforms percolated there also.
It is true that reforming decrees from the top could not be rapidly or
easily implemented across a still very traditional society. And nationalists
among the Christian peoples of the empire, notably the Greeks, Serbs and
Bulgarians, were not satisfied by these reforms and moved to break away as
independent states. Nevertheless the bare fact of these radical changes,
introduced under the authority of the Sultan who was still recognised as the
Caliph of the Islamic community, is a testament to the potential for change in
Islam.
In Egypt, change was abruptly heralded by Napoleon’s invasion in 1798:
Nelson destroyed his fleet, but this did not stop the impact of European ideas.
During the next 80 years its rulers pursued policies similar to the Ottomans. An
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unprecedented reception of European influences was symbolised by the opening
of the Cairo Opera House in 1871; Khedive Ismail claimed ‘we are now part of
Europe!’ Muslim scholars emerged to argue that the essentials of Islam were
compatible with modern Western science and ideas, notably Muhammed Abduh,
who was appointed Grand Mufti in 1899. He had no problem with Evolution;
spoke out against polygamy; was friendly to people of other faiths; and used his
position as head of the Sharia courts to give the most liberal interpretations of
Islamic law. But if the 19th century saw an Islamic Enlightenment, de Bellaigue
points out that the 20th brought something of a Counter-Enlightenment.
By 1914 the whole of north Africa was under French, British or Italian
control – and after World War I the French and British expanded also into Iraq,
Syria and Palestine following the defeat of the Ottoman Empire. People whose
forebears had looked to European countries as inspirations for reform and
rejuvenation now regarded them as imperialist interlopers. And the westernstyle liberal parliamentary systems which emerged in Egypt, Iraq and elsewhere
came to be discredited as corrupt, ineffective and faction-ridden. This paved the
way for military dictators: Nasser and his successors, Saddam Hussein, and the
Assads: nationalists no doubt, but oppressive to their opponents and no friends
to the pious. And whether parliamentary or dictatorial, these secular Arab
regimes were humiliated by the emergent Israeli state in 1948 and 1967. Saudi
Arabia, with its conservative Islamic regime, only emerged as a leading Arab state
after the 1967 disaster.
Meanwhile in Turkey and Iran in the 1920s-30s Kemal Ataturk and Reza
Shah had established strongly secularising, anti-clerical dictatorships. The
backlash in Iran erupted with a vengeance in 1979 under Ayatollah Khomeini’s
leadership, and more gently under Erdogan in Turkey in recent years. Also in
1979 the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan: resistance against this godless
empire was galvanised under an Islamic banner. The Taliban emerged out of this
conflict in the ‘90s – and allowed Al Qaida to establish a base; the even more
virulent IS arose out of the turmoil in
Syria and Iraq.
But such violent extremists,
however news-worthy, are a small
minority: despite apparent setbacks,
the values which characterised the
Islamic Enlightenment have been
accepted in practice by many in what
is now a world-wide community.
Michael Laird
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Dedication Festival
Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last Sunday…
4 October 2020—Trinity 17
A sermon on our Dedication Festival, commemorating St Faith of Aquittaine and
Agen (our 'patron saint).
There are many so called holy places in the world. They are those places
where, somehow, the veil between our mortal world and the spiritual world
seems more fragile. Some people call then ‘touching places’, or ‘thin places’ –
places, that is, where one seems to be able to reach out and almost touch the out
-stretched hand of God.
Attributions of holiness have been given to many
places over the millennia. Stonehenge was once considered
holy by its builders – as far as we know. Great cathedrals
and churches were considered holy, thin places, because
they often contained the bones of great saints. For devotees of our patron Saint, Faith of Agen, the abbey-church of
Conques, France is one such place. There are laid the bones
of the young martyr – cruelly murdered under the rule of
the Roman emperor Diocletian, because she refused to renounce her faith in Jesus Christ. Ask Bishop John and Janet
Hind for their account of the place – for they visited it only a
couple of years ago.
And yet there is a danger, isn’t there, in investing all
our energy into buildings. Anyone who has toured the ruins of great churches
around the UK should know that faith is not kept alive by holy places alone. They,
like all physical things, must pass. For as King Solomon prayed at the building of
his great temple, ‘…will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the
highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have
built!’ Where is that great Temple of Solomon now? Gone. Just a few stones
which comprise the so-called ‘Wailing Wall’ remain.
In fact, if we are honest, holy buildings can sometimes get in the way. In
the Jerusalem temple, for example, human priests created a holy of holies – a
place in which God was said to actually dwell. It was a place so holy, that the
High Priest could only go into it on one day of the year, after elaborate rites of
purification. The New Testament tells us that the curtain of that ‘holy of holies’
was torn down at the death of Jesus. It was not a helpful picture of God. It had
to go.
Even our own beautiful building has some challenges – in terms of the story it tells about God. For example, the way that the whole focus of the church is
fixed on the High Altar, could suggest that God is distant from us….that he is far
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away, and only to be approached on bended knee, in front of a Sanctuary that
ordinary people dare not enter. That is not, I think, the picture of God that Jesus
offers us. He wanted us to understand God as our heavenly parent – the father
who cares for his children and who walks alongside us. Jesus taught us to expect
to find God’s spirit along us, leading us into all truth, dwelling within us. These
are not images of a distant God. A church which has its altar in the centre of the
people might well be a much more accurate picture.
Some of our images of Jesus – in this beautiful building – are rather problematic. The blond, bearded man on the cross in our East Window looks nothing
like the probably clean-shaven, dark-haired Jewish man who died for us. What
picture of God does this building convey? It’s a picture of God as an Englishman
– a blond one at that! That kind of image undermines all that Jesus and his followers taught us about being one family of humankind, in which there is neither
Jew nor Gentile, black nor white.
And yet, as those who steward and care-for this church throughout the
week will testify, the building has immense value to all those who enter its doors
throughout the week, seeking solace, peace, or a place to seek God. That is why,
for all its theological confusion, I think that our continuing efforts to refurbish
this place are worthwhile. Its very age and architectural idiosyncrasies are precisely what draw in those seekers of a thin place, a touching place.
But at the same time, we must not forget that this building is not ‘the
Church’. It is only a shell…at the end of the day, a shelter from the rain in which
the actual church can gather. Fundamentally it is no different from the church of
St Nicholas in the parish of Nswam, Ghana – which I visited in 2015. A few palm
branches, spread over a frame. Just a shelter from the elements.
For, as St Peter says, we are “living stones…built into a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood”. We are the church – not these stones. We could – if the
Diocese would let us! – tear this whole place down – leaving a pile of rubble in
the middle of Havant. That would not mean that the church was gone. The people who make up the church would still be here (if a little damp, when it rains!).
We have perhaps learned the truth of this even more during the COVID pandemic. We have discovered that we are still the church, even when the building is
locked and bolted against infection. Through the internet, through phone calls,
through loving and caring for each other and our community, the church has
continued, without its building at all.
Next week we will focus on our plans for the future, during our Annual
Meeting – plans which will certainly include the ongoing care and development
of this beautiful building. But also plans which will aim to build up the living
stones of our congregation, as we seek, after the example of St Faith, to Live,
Pray and Serve as followers of Jesus Christ.
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Anthem of the Week
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
My anthem choice this week is one that the
choir have sung on previous occasions. It’s by
the English composer John Rutter who
celebrated his 75th birthday last week! As well as
composing, John Rutter finds time to be a
conductor, editor, arranger, and record
producer! This particular anthem uses the words
from the famous blessing: “The peace of God, which passeth all
understanding”. The blessing is taken from the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer and is based on a verse from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians
(chapter 4, verse 7). The peace of God was originally composed for
Bishop Thomas McMahon and the people of the Catholic Diocese of
Brentwood, on the occasion of the dedication of the Cathedral Church of
St. Mary and St. Helen, Brentwood, which began life in 1861 as a parish
church and was “promoted” to Cathedral status in 1917. Between 1989
and 1991 the church was enlarged and the new Brentwood Cathedral
was dedicated by Cardinal Basil Hume on 31st May 1991.
Here is a recording of John Rutter conducting the anthem with his own
choir, the Cambridge Singers alongside members of the City of London
Sinfonia:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NP2QqUJutII
(I’m a cat person, so I just had to get John Rutter’s cat in this article!)

This Sundays voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist
The voluntary before the service on Sunday morning is a Prelude in C by
the French composer and organist Gilles Jullien (c.1652 – 1703) of whom
we know very little about, except that he was organist at Chartres
Cathedral from around 1667 until his death. His successor at Chartres
was his eldest son, Jean-François Jullien.
The voluntary after the service on Sunday morning is part of a
longer work, called Chaconne in D minor by the German composer and
organist Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706). Pachelbel composed a large
amount of sacred and secular music, and his music was enormously
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popular during his lifetime. He had many pupils and his music became a
model for the composers of south and central Germany. Today,
Pachelbel is best known for the Canon in D, known as Pachelbel’s
Canon… so if you’ve always wondered who composed Pachelbel’s
Canon, now you know!
A chaconne is a type of composition which was popular in the time
that Pachelbel was composing. Basically, it’s a set of musical variations
based on a short bit of music, which on this occasion appears in the
bass. Pachelbel starts with this idea in the bass line and builds the music
from there; adding more musical decoration (fiddly bits) as he goes.
As from today, I have completed a full year at St. Faith’s! It feels a
lot longer, but in a good way! Thank you to everyone who has made me
feel so welcome here. I’ve really enjoyed being able to enhance the
worship for much of the time and I’m really enjoying being here. I look
forward to further enjoyment and much music-making in the years to
come… and I look forward (hopefully) to being able to play for Holy
Week, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity for the first time in 2021!
And we look forward to it too! Ed.

THE APCM GOES ONLINE!
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on
Sunday 11 October 2020 after the Parish Eucharist. It
will be run as a Zoom event, going live from 1030am.
(This will enable us to share slides of key data and
messages, so that you can view them from home).
If you wish to participate from home, please click this link.
You may require this passcode to log-in to Zoom: 807752
Please note that you may be visible (from time to time
during the meeting) to other attendees both present in
church or attending via Zoom. (So brush your hair!).
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 11 October (Tr.18)
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn: (637)
Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894)
Tune 2: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816-1893)

1. Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne,
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own:
awake, my soul and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

4. Crown him the Lord of Peace,
whose pow’r a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise:
his reign may know no end
and round his pierc-ed feet
fair flow’rs of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.

2. Crown him the Virgin’s Son,
the God incarnate born,
whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn;
fruit of the mystic Rose,
as of that Rose the Stem,
the Root, whence mercy ever flows,
the Babe of Bethlehem.

5. Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

3. Crown him the Lord of Love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downwards bends each burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
increase in us your gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before,
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we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
First reading: Philippians , Chapter 4, Verses: 1-9
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women,
for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the
book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace
will be with you.
Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter: 22, Verses: 1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wed
ding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is
ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it andwent away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest
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seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him,
“Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
Communion Hymn: (463)
Words: Samuel Crossman (c. 1624-1684)
Tune: Love Unknown, John Ireland (1879-1962)

1. My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake,
My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
2. He came from his blest throne,
Salvation to bestow;
But man refused and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But O, my friend, my friend indeed,
Who at my need his life did spend!
Sometimes they strew his way,
And his sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King;
Then ‘Crucify’! Is all their breath,
And for his death they thirst and cry.

4. Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
Themselves displease, and ‘gainst him
rise.
5. They rise, and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes,
That he his foes from thence might free.
6. Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like thine.
This is my friend in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
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Post Communion Prayer
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast:
for here we receive you,
here the memory of your passion is renewed,
here our minds are filled with grace,
and here a pledge of future glory is given,
when we shall feast at that table where you reign
with all your saints for ever.
Hymn: (531)
Words: Michael Forster (b.1946)
Tune: St. Gertrude. Arthur Seymour Sullivan (1842-1900)

1. Onward, Christian pilgrims,
Christ will be our light;
see, the heavenly vision
breaks upon our sight!
Out of death’s enslavement
Christ has set us free,
on then to salvation,
hope and liberty.

3. Onward, Christian pilgrims,
in the early dawn;
death’s great seal is broken
life and hope reborn!
Faith in resurrection
strengthens pilgrim’s hearts
ev’ry load is lightened,
ev’ry fear departs.

Refrain
Onward Christian pilgrims
Christ will be our light;
see, the heavenly vision
breaks upon our sight!

4. Onward, Christian pilgrims,
hearts and voices raise,
till the whole creation
echoes perfect praise:
swords are turned to ploughshares,
pride and envy cease,
truth embraces justice,
hope resolved in peace.

2. Onward, Christian pilgrims,
up the rocky way,
where the dying Saviour
bids us watch and pray,
Through the darkened valley
walk with those who mourn,
share the pain and anger,
share the promised dawn!
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Hymn : (654)
Psalm 23 from ‘The Scottish Psalter’ (1650)
Melody by Jessie Seymour Irvine (1836-1887)

1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me down to lie
in his pastures green. He leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

4. My table thou has furnishèd
in presence of my foes,
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

2. My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own names’s sake.

5. Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me.
And in God’s house for evermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark
vale,
yet will I fear no ill.
For thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.
Psalm 139.1-18
1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You mark out my journeys and my resting place
and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 For there is not a word on my tongue,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You encompass me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
so high that I cannot attain it.
6 Where can I go then from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there;
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
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9 Even there your hand shall lead me,
your right hand hold me fast.
10 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover me
and the light around me turn to night,’
11 Even darkness is no darkness with you;
the night is as clear as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
13 I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvellous are your works, my soul knows well.
14 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished;
already in your book were all my members written,
16 As day by day they were fashioned
when as yet there was none of them.
17 How deep are your counsels to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I count them, they are more in number than the sand,
and at the end, I am still in your presence.
Proverbs: Chapter 3, Verses 1-18
My child, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments;
for length of days and years of life and abundant welfare they will give you.
Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them round your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favour and good repute in
the sight of God and of people. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Do
not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be a
healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. Honour the Lord with
your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.
My child, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of his reproof,
for the Lord reproves the one he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.
Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her
income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.
She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with
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her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honour. Her ways
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those
who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy.
1 John: Chapter 3, Verses 1-15
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for
we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just
as he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous,
just as he is righteous. Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this
purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. Those who have been born of God do
not sin, because God’s seed abides in them; they cannot sin, because they have
been born of God. The children of God and the children of the devil are revealed
in this way: all who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who
do not love their brothers and sisters.
For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should
love one another. We must not be like Cain who was from the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were
evil and his brother’s righteous. Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that
the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life because
we love one another. Whoever does not love abides in death. All who hate a
brother or sister are murderers, and you know that murderers do not have
eternal life abiding in them.
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Hymn 689
Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891)
Tune: Thornbury: Basil Harwood (1859-1949)
1. Thy hand, O God, has guided thy flock,
from age to age;
The wondrous tale is written,
full clear, on ev’ry page;
Our forebears owned thy goodness,
and we their deeds record;
And both of this bear witness:
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.

4. And we, shall we be faithless?
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict,
and cast away our crown?
Not so: in God’s deep counsels
some better thing is stored:
We will maintain, unflinching,
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.

2. Thy heralds brought glad tidings
to greatest, as to least;
They bade them rise, and hasten
to share the great King’s feast;
And this was all their teaching,
in ev’ry deed and word,
to all alike proclaiming:
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.

5. Thy mercy will not fail us,
nor leave thy work undone;
with thy right hand to help us,
the vict’ry shall be won;
And then by all creation,
thy name shall be adored.
And this shall be their anthem:
One church, one faith, one Lord.

3. Through many a day of darkness,
through many a scene of strife,
the faithful few fought bravely
to guard the nation’s life.
Their gospel of redemption,
sin pardoned, hope restored,
was all in this enfolded:
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 15 October
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Ephesians 1.1-10
Luke 11.47-end.
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