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The Rector’s Advent Calendar

There are 24 chapters of the Gospel according to Luke...which coincides
nicely with the 24 pre-Christmas days of December. So, The Rector is going
read a chapter of Luke per day, on our Facebook page, beginning on
TUESDAY. He hopes that by the 25th of December, we might all have a
deeper and more profound sense of who the Babe of Bethlehem is, when
we celebrate his birth on Christmas Day.
If you are a Facebook user, each chapter, each day, should appear in
your ‘notifications’. But, if you prefer (and for non-Facebook users), the
first few chapters are already available for you to watch at your leisure, on
his Youtube channel at this link: Tom Kennar - YouTube

What’s happening at Christmas?
Plans are currently being finalised - and we hope to announce a complete
Christmas programme in NEXT week’s Corona Chronicle.

1

Tis the Season to be Jolly Careful...
Our Prime Minister did what he does
best this week, and employed the
English language to turn a memorable
phrase. (What else he does - or does
not - do well, I will leave for you to
discern, individually). ‘Tis the season
to be jolly careful…’, however, was a
wonderful turn of phrase.
He’s quite right, of course. I,
for one, am facing the re-opening of
our churches for socially distanced
worship with a small amount of
stress. Christmas at St Faith’s just
won’t be the same without the 931
people who crammed into our
building over 24 hours last year! But
my trepidation comes from the
caution that we must avoid
‘snatching defeat from the jaws of
victory’ at this crucial moment in the
vaccine timeline. We must each take
responsibility for not being viralspreaders...whether we are at home
or in church. We do indeed need to
be jolly careful - and not at all
complacent.
We need to be jolly careful
about other things too. We need to
be jolly careful that the poorest in our
society are not left behind as we
celebrate the poor birth of our
Saviour. We need to jolly carefully
remember that the Good News of the
life-changing arrival of Jesus should
be good news for ‘all humankind’ including those in refugee camps,
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domestic violence refuges, hostels
and on the street.
We also need to be jolly careful
to attend to our own spiritual and
emotional health, at the end of a long
and exhausting year. That means
being jolly attentive to the things we
know can make a difference to our
ability to cope...not least, the power
of
prayer
and
prayerful
contemplation of God and his
message of hope.
I hope that our online offerings
will help you to just that - especially
for those of you who are unable (or
understandably unwilling) to come to
church itself. I was very touched
indeed to receive a letter this week
from a new parishioner, who
commented about last Sunday’s
service with these words: ’All who
watched and listened will want to
watch again; and some will become
regular watchers and Christians!’. I
thank my correspondent for his warm
words and timely encouragement.
So - be jolly careful, everyone.
Look after yourself, and look after
your neighbour - both next door and
far away. Keep encouraging one
another. Be strong, be hopeful - in
the certain hope that and end to our
present challenges is now at least in
sight!
Canon Tom

Service & Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop and all
those planning the
future of Diocesan life
post-COVID.
For Archdeacon Gavin
as his moves to
becoming Bishop of
Dorchester

Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT,
Schools and healthcare facilities, shops
and council workers.

Those in Urgent
Need
Marlene Sharpe
Pauline Kaznowski
Clive Barnett
Rosemary Horsey
The Recently
Departed
------

Anniversaries of
Departed
27th Ida Simmonds
28th Constance Hoad

LIVE EVENTS
Thursday Eucharist at 10.30am:
click here (from 10.25am)
to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
The Catechism Course—Friday 7pm
Please click here to join in. Password 129310
Sunday Eucharist at 9.30:
(And Wednesday Lunchtime Concerts)
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm:
click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm:
click here (from 3pm)
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION FOR THIS
WEEK’S HYMNS AND READINGS.
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after
the fact via the Videos section of our Facebook
page. Just click here to view.
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A Prayer of Preparation for
Advent
submitted by Fr Tony Kemp

Come, Lord Jesus, come down and break into
our lives with the sound of your good news;
Come in the splendour of your eternal light
to shine on us who walk in deep darkness;
Render us receptive to your call to repentance
and to seek spiritual pathways to new life.

May the great light of Christ shine into our hearts
and minds that yearn for your closeness.
Make us a godly people, guard our souls from evil
and nurture us at your sacramental altar;
With the saints in light may we shine forth with your love
and compassion in the world;
Until that final day when we stand,
ready to see you face to face at the judgement throne.
May your peace, love and justice reign here
on earth to your glory as it does in heaven.
Amen.
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Watch out for this
up-and-coming group
submitted by Marion Porter
It is good to hear, and see, many of our choir singing so beautifully on
Sunday mornings, artistically arranged behind Tom, supporting him
and enhancing the very welcome live streamed services. Thank you to
them and Graham. During the singing of "When I Needed a Neighbour", last Sunday, a (rather irreverent) thought popped into my
head.... "Tom and The Coronettes."

Seen in the Daily Telegraph this week

submitted by Hugh Owen
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The St Faith’s Victorian Altar
Submitted by Ann Griffiths
I found a photo on eBay, postally
used in 1948, showing the old,
carved altar at St Faith's, which was
destroyed by fire in 1976. It was
gifted to the church during the great
restoration in the 1870s.
In October 1875 the Hampshire
Telegraph included a report on the
reopening of the church. In
addressing the congregation, the
Rector said 'that beneath the east
window there was the holy table,
which was a special gift, and upon
that table was a cloth, which was the
gift of a pious lady of the parish. The
service books, common plate, the
lectern upon the altar, the ordinary
lectern and the Holy Book which
rested upon it, were also kind gifts'.
In the Rector's opinion it would be
difficult to find a Book that could
compare with that in St Faith's

Church, Havant.
In connection with the Victorian
restoration a letter to the editor of
the Hampshire Telegraph in June
1874 said that at the recent laying of
the cornerstone of Havant parish
church 'it was rumoured that a
considerable sum of money had
been offered to the restoration
committee, by an influential member
of the congregation, for the purpose
of raising the level of the floor
throughout'. It now appeared that
the money might be used for
another purpose and the author of
the letter wanted the committee to
ensure that the money was used as
intended and that the base of the
church be raised as this was the only
time when this could be satisfactorily
accomplished. The letter was signed
'A SUBSCRIBER'.

Ann Griffiths
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Letters to the editor...
Dear Tom
Last week’s Corona Chronicle included an Ann Griffiths historical reference
to the burning of the altar in St Faith’s.
Not long afterwards, I found myself ‘teaching’ (it was more like social
work, & we came to refer to what we did as ‘therapeutic education) the
young man responsible.
Like so many of our flock, he was very troubled. His older sister had been
his protector in a home that was dangerous. He lost that protection when
she got married, and the altar in the church where that ceremony had
taken place felt the full force of his rage.

This will not surprise you, I imagine.
Polly x

A note in response from the Editor…
Thank you to Polly for her moving story. It helps us to remember that not
all crime is committed by ‘ne’er-do-wells’ - but often by some really
desperate people. Thank you, too, to Ann Griffiths, for unearthing a
number of fascinating glimpses into the history of our parish. I was very
amused by the 1874 discussions about the raising of the church floor since that is something we have said we would like to do ourselves, in the
next five years, funds permitting.
Mind you - as our Victorian fore-bears found (no doubt), its going to
be a challenge. Thanks to the strangely sloping ground around the
church, we have a flat entrance at the West Door, two steps down at the
North door, and one step up at the Choir vestry door!
Canon Tom
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ST FAITH’S SHOP IS OPENING!
In line with the Government’s guidance, St Faith’s
Shop will open again from Wednesday of this week
(2nd December). Thursday is not yet certain, due to
a shortage of volunteers.
Clare, Jacqui and their team of volunteers have
been working hard to put out some great Christmas
goods...so come along and get your (really wellpriced!) gifts!
Please also take notice of the advert below… we
really need some new volunteers - not least to
increase opening hours!
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Continuing 27th NOVEMBER—at 7pm
It’s not too late to join!
The Anglican Catechism
The 1662 ‘Catechism’ is a statement of the core beliefs of the
Christian Faith, expressed through the Anglican Tradition.
Explore it with Canon Tom on Zoom, on Fridays at 7pm.
Teaching and discussion, from the comfort of your own
home! Here’s an initial course outline:
1)

Introduction - general history, plus the devil, ’pomp and
vanity’ and ’sinful lusts’(!)

2)

The Creed - what should we believe?

3)

The Ten Commandments

4)

The Lord’s Prayer

5)

The Sacraments (Communion and Baptism)

6)

Preparing to worship

This course is suitable for EVERYONE - seasoned Christians
AND anyone wanting know more about the Christian Faith as
we express it here at St Faith’s. It is especially recommended
for anyone considering either Baptism or Confirmation into
the Anglican Church (a.k.a. the Church of England).
There will be NO exam at the end!
To take part, simply click on this link. You will need the
following password to log-in: 129310
Slides from the first two sessions, and a full recording of the
session on the Creed are available on request to
tomkennar@gmail.com
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A rare opportunity!
Church authorities, especially the Diocese, are
notoriously cautious about installing personal
memorials in church (lest church buildings become
mausoleums). However, we are on the verge of
obtaining permission for 130 memorials to be carved
onto our newly conceived and designed furnishings.
This opportunity will be available, for the cost of
£650, to only 130 people in the parish. So this will
be YOUR RARE opportunity for a permanent
memorial to your loved ones.
More details will follow, in the coming weeks assuming that final permission for our scheme is given
by Diocesan officials. In the meantime, we invite you
to consider whether YOU want to be one of the 130
people who will make our seating-dream a reality,
with a loving memorial.

The Christmas Market is ON!
We are proceeding with the plan to run our Christmas Market, inside and
outside the church on Saturday 12 December - from 10am to 2pm. Please get in
touch with Sandra if you can help run a stall, or have donations to make! And
buy your raffle tickets from Sandra on Tuesdays and Fridays in church (and on
Thursdays and Sundays from next week!).
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Have a chuckle...
submitted by Sybel Laird
Donald Trump goes on a fact-finding visit to Israel. While on a tour of Jerusalem he has a heart attack and dies. The undertaker tells the American diplomats accompanying him, “you can have him shipped home for $50,000, or you
can bury him here, in the Holy Land for just $100.”
The American diplomats go into a corner for a few minutes. They tell
the undertaker that they want Trump shipped home. The undertaker is puzzled, “Why would you spend $50,000 to ship him home when it would be
wonderful to be buried here and you would only spend $100?”
A diplomat replies, “Long ago, a man died here, was buried here, and
three days later he rose from the dead. We just can’t take the risk.”

Jigsaw therapy?
As you’ll know by now, jigsaws are available to borrow from Sandra Haggan.
Parishioner David Colliver has sent in the following advice to Sandra, which
we might all enjoy:
Just thought you may be interested in hearing about the “RIGHT” way to do
jig-saw puzzles! I discovered this system quite by chance and am happy to
share it with you and others!
First of all, the content. Select any picture that is not obvious. By
obvious i mean sky at top, house in middle and grass at bottom. So the sort
of picture to choose would be any of the created pics eg Wasgij - these you
really cant tell what’s what, or any other artist drawn - usually comedy
sketches. Having made your choice, don’t look at the picture on the lid ever
again!
When you are ready to start, place the lid face down on the table and
open the box, get all the pieces out and sort through selecting all the edges
and corners. normally you might expect to start with these pieces - but NO,
collect them all up and put them in a polythene bag and put them to one
side.
Then what you are left with is the real puzzle. When you have got all
the pieces together, bring back the edges and corners and finish the
puzzle. It will almost certainly take longer than doing it the conventional
way, but you will have much more fun and a greater sense of achievement!
Good luck!
David Colliver
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Can you help?
submitted by Hilary Deadman
Lockdown has been difficult for us all. The Southern Domestic Abuse
Service (now called ‘Stop Domestic Abuse’) has seen a 40% increase
this year from families who are experiencing domestic abuse. The
four refuges in Havant are full to capacity. Each house offers accommodation to six women and fourteen children. Christmas will be a
particularly bad time for them. The SDAS gives Christmas presents to
the children but also each mother will receive a Christmas sack of
gifts. That’s where we can help!
In previous years St Faith’s congregation has been generous in
donating toiletries and items such as scarves and jewelry to give as
presents to the mothers in the refuges. It goes without saying that all
the gifts should be new. Soap, hand cream, cosmetics, body lotion,
shower gel will all be gratefully appreciated.
Please bring your donations to St Faith’s when the Church is
open for private prayer on Tuesdays (11-2) or Friday (10 – 12). Alternatively contact Sandra Haggan on 07452 982287 or Hilary Deadman
on 02392 471241 to arrange collection.
(Please also see news of a financial donation to ‘Stop Domestic Abuse’
from the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, overleaf. Ed)
Thank you!

Christmas Post
We normally bring our Christmas cards into church and sort and share
but this year is different and for many that will not be possible, so
what we are going to do is offer a delivery service.
Cards can be left in church before or after services on Thursdays
and Sundays or when we are open for private prayer on Tuesdays (112), Fridays (10-2) or at the parish office. Last posting date is Sunday
13th December.
If cards need to be collected do let us know. If you would like to
be a temporary post person, do let me know that too!
Sandra Haggan (02392 455161)
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St Hilda and the Battle for Unity
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 19th November
Hilda is a name we don’t
encounter very often these days. In
fact, I only know one Hilda within my
entire circle of friends and church
members. Few of us who are older
than 50 can hear the name without
remembering the infamous Hilda
Ogden, of Coronation Street – a
strong, forceful character, with a
piercing voice, who made the life of
her poor husband Stanley rather
complicated!
But, in fact, the name Hilde has
a long and proud history in the British
Isles. Originally it was a Viking name,
and it meant ‘battle’. Not a bad name
for the fictional Hilda Ogden – who
picked plenty of fights with Stan and
her neighbours! But perhaps it’s an
even better name for the saint whose
memory we honour today – St Hilda
of Whitby.
Hilda was a relative of the King
of Northumbria, who established a
monastic community somewhere near
Whitby. She was much loved by her
community, and highly venerated in
her life-time as a wise and
compassionate leader. As such she
battled against rural poverty and
ignorance, and battled to establish
her community of love and learning.
She is known as a patron of the arts,
because – in particular – she fostered
the music of a sheep-herder called
Caedmon.

But she is perhaps most famous
for playing a large part in an
important gathering of the early
British Church, which took place in the
year 664…known as the Synod of
Whitby. At the time, the Church had
already been well-established in the
British Isles – since at least the first
century after Christ. In fact, medieval
scholars asserted that the first Bishop
of Britain was a man called
Aristobulus – who was believed to
have been one of the 70 disciples,
sent out two-by-two by Jesus
himself. Since those early days, the
church had flourished, all across the
British Isles. The names of great
Saints like David, Patrick, Aden, Alban
and Cuthbert come down to us from
those years. But, being somewhat
distant from Rome, and especially
after the fall of the Roman Empire,
British Christianity had developed as a
somewhat
distinct
version
of
Christianity, with many of its own
local traditions.
But in the year 597, Pope
Gregory sent Augustine, from Rome,
with a brief to evangelise first the
Anglo-Saxon tribes of Kent (who were
said to be a pretty Godless lot,
apparently). Then, once established
at Canterbury, Augustine set off to
bring the rest of British Christianity
fully under the authority of the
Roman church.
Many British
Christians were not too happy about
this. We Brits don’t take kindly to
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attempts to rule us from other
St Hilda played an important part
European cities! Great debates ensued, in the Synod. And it was perhaps her
about the supremacy of Rome as the greatest battle. As a senior leader in
seat of St Peter, on whom Jesus had the Northumbrian church, she spent
said he would build his church. One much of the following years persuading
particular focus for this debate was on and cajoling those around her to accept
how to calculate the date of their place within a worldwide, or
Easter. Different parts of the British ‘catholic’, church. In that sense, Hilda’s
Isles celebrated Easter on different days battle was for unity. She longed for the
– depending on what calculation they body of Christ to be one – clearly and
used. That meant that some Dioceses powerfully speaking with one voice, and
in Britain were cheerfully proclaiming being prepared to give up some
Easter, while others were still in the individualistic practices and traditions
solemnity of Lent. The Kingdom of for the sake of the greater good. It was
Northumbria, and especially the her defense of the Roman Church’s
Episcopal See of Lindisfarne, was one right to rule, while still being proudly a
such place.
British Christian, which means that she
So, the Synod of Whitby was is venerated as much today in the
called, by the King of Northumbria – Catholic church as she is in the churches
King Oswiu. After much debate, it was of the Islands of Britain.
agreed that Northumbria would fall into
St Hilda then, stands as a focus of
line with the practices of the Roman Unity – for the worldwide church, as
Church. In reality, the Synod of Whitby well as for political unity (remembering
was just one of many such gatherings at that the church of her time was much
that time, and part of a process of more than a purely religious
harmonising the British Church with the authority).
That makes her a
historical Mother Church of Rome. But, challenging saint for us Brits to
some revisionist historians like to point contemplate (and indeed venerate) –
to the Whitby Synod as a pivotal especially while we anticipate Britain’s
moment when a native, Celtic church present attempt to free itself, once
came ‘under the heel’ of its more again, from the perceived shackles of
powerful Roman neighbour. The truth another European super-power.
is rather more complicated – as the
On Sunday we will celebrate the
truth so often is. But those who fear Feast of Christ the King, when we will
the exercise of power over the British ponder what it might mean for the
Isles from foreign capitals often point to whole of creation to come under the
the Synod of Whitby as a kind of ‘re- Lordship of Christ. In the meantime,
enslavement’ to Europe, like the earlier the battle for Unity of St Hilda of Whitby
enslavement under the Emperor might offer us some food for thought.
Tiberius…an enslavement which was
only undone by Henry the Eighth, nearly
900 years later.
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Come and meet the people who
were there when Jesus came into
the world!
All
the
people
you
remember from the Christmas
story – and some that you’ve
never met! – have captured on
film their memories of the event
that changed history.
Each day of Advent, starting on November 29th, you’ll find a new
character telling their story. Just log on to our YouTube channel, our
website or go to our Facebook page and click on the link to open the next
window on your fabulous new Advent Calendar.
You’ll see the story you know so well through new eyes and
discover exciting things you never thought of before. There’s mystery,
scandal, intrigue, laughter, love and hope for the future – all just a click
away. It’s an Advent Calendar like no other!
WATCH OUT FOR THE TRAILERS – COMING SOON!
Watch out for the first one on Friday 20th November
How to watch - just click on any of these links:
Website: http://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0I-IVtK9Pc-tmJYh4gXefg
Facebook: www.facebook.com/havantpassionplay
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Knitted Christmas Angels

These Angels were all knitted by Wyn Clinnick (RIP). She and Sandra
thought that it might be good particularly this year to flood Havant with
angels..........
If you can wrestle a pair of knitting needles and would like a project
to keep you occupied, we would welcome some help to knit Christmas
angels to brighten up the lives of our community.
Knitting patterns are available in church and are simple to follow.
Please ask Sandra for a pattern. All you need is two balls of DK wool in
different colours and a pair of 9 (3¾ mm) needles.

St Faith Mugs
Here’s our Sandra, modelling new bone china mugs of
the church - which are on sale £8 each - all profits to the
West End Toilet campaign. They can be bought on Tuesdays (11-2) and Fridays (10-12) when the church is open
for private prayer. Great Christmas presents!

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email Pauline at
office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.
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Christ the King—
and a bit of ‘woolly thinking’.
Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from
last Sunday…
22 November 2020—Matthew 25:
31 - 46 - The Sheep and the Goats
As you know, today is the Feast
of Christ the King – the Sunday before
Advent. Its put here, on the last
Sunday of the church’s year, to
remind us to keep our eyes fixed on
the end of the story, even us as
prepare to contemplate its beginning
at Christmas. The humble babe of
Bethlehem was destined to be the
King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords…
Christ the King. To help us picture
that ultimate destiny, Matthew gives
us today’s story, of the separation of
the sheep and the goats.
When I say the word "sheep" to
you - I daresay that you have a vision
in your mind of something round and
fluffy, with a big thick woolly
jumper. On the other hand, the word
"goat" brings to mind something
bigger, stronger, with a rough wiry
coat, and big horns. It is quite
possible that was not the image that
Jesus had in mind.
Something I’ve learned through
my trips to Africa in recent years is
that primitive breeds of sheep and
goats are remarkably similar. Woolly,
English sheep, and strong wiry goats
are the result of selective breeding
over many centuries. But in hotter
countries, where thick wool would be
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a distinct encumbrance, there is only
one way to tell the difference
between a sheep and goat in a hurry…
namely that sheep's tails point
downwards, and goat's tails points up.
The story of the Sheep and the
Goats comes at the end of a long
section of Matthew's gospel, when
Jesus has been talking about the End
of All Things. It all starts back in
Matthew 24, when his disciples say to
him "Tell us...what will be the sign of
your coming and of the end of the
age?"
So this parable, which is part of
Jesus' response to their question,
could easily start with the words "At
the end of the age"...or, as we might
say, "at the end of the day". At the
end of the day, this parable teaches
us, there are only two kinds of
people. They are pretty similar, these
people - it’s hard to tell them apart, in
fact. They all lead fairly normal lives,
they marry, have children, go to work,
watch Eastenders. But there is a
difference. And the difference is
found in the way that they relate to
other people.
All the people of the world, the
sheep and the goats, are surrounded
by others in need. At the end of the
day, the difference between the lost
and the saved is indicated not by the
way they look, but by the way they
behave. The difference is seen in the
way they respond to the hungry,

homeless, thirsty, naked, sick and
imprisoned. Jesus is saying "if you
want to know who will be saved, look
at the quality of a person's life...at the
decisions they make about others in
need".
That is the heart of the story of
the sheep and the goats. At the "end
of the age", at the "end of the day",
how I have lived towards other people
will show whether or not I have
attained the salvation of my soul. Or
to quote Jesus, earlier in Matthew’s
account, “By their fruit shall ye know
them”.
But of course, it’s not as simple
as that. How I have lived towards
others is only an indicator. It is the
outward sign of what’s going on inside
of me. Every human being is capable
of being generous, from time to time.
Adolf Hitler was famous among his
friends for the gifts he gave them.
I wonder how many of us have
supported Children in Need this
year?
Good for you, if you
did. Nothing wrong with that, at
all. But woe to you, if that is all you
have done for others this year! I feel
nothing but sorrow for those who can
only respond to the plight of others
when it is put in front of them in
graphic detail on the television. My
friends, such people are goats. They
are the ones who look like sheep, but
whose obedience to the radical call of
the Gospel is only skin deep.
Becoming a sheep - a true
believer, a true Christ-ian, takes a

complete transformation of our inner
being...or what the Bible calls being
'born again'. Crucially, it takes a daily
commitment to the abandonment of
'self'. Earlier in Matthew's gospel,
specifically Chapter 16, Jesus says
this...listen to him:
"I anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever
wants to save his life, will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me will find
it. What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his
soul?"
Salvation, or being 'born again’,
is not achieved at a moment in
time...just by saying a prayer. It is the
work of a lifetime, to keep on carrying
our cross. When Jesus died on the
cross, he gave up his rights to
everything, even the robe that he
wore, and the life that he had. But
even while he was hanging there, he
found
time
to
forgive
his
executioners, make provision for his
mother, and give a comforting word
to a thief.
When Jesus calls us to 'take up
our cross', he means that for us to
find salvation, we need to embrace
that kind of radical giving. And then,
when the moment of testing comes
(as it did for Jesus) the way we find
ourselves behaving will be the best
indicator of the kind of person we
are.
And of whether our tail points up or
down.
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Topical fun...
submitted by Pauline West as seen in Private Eye magazine

Christmas Market—New Date
We are fairly confident that we will be able
to hold it on the 12th December.
Thank you for the donations for stalls—keep
collecting them, and be ready to bring them
along when it is possible once more!
We need Cakes, Bottles, bottle bags for the bottle stall,
Items for the tombola stall.
Other stalls will be: Books, Christmas & Gift, White
Elephant.
If you can help in any way it would be much appreciated.
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Anthem of the Week

submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director

Advent begins on Sunday, meaning the start of a new church year; so let
me be among the first to wish you a Happy New Year!!
My anthem choice this week is Zion, at thy shining gates
which is a setting of words by the English scholar and
schoolmaster Benjamin Hall Kennedy (1804 – 1889). Kennedy
was a Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge from 1828 until
1836, when he became Headmaster of Shrewsbury School.
He remained at the school until 1866. During his time at
Cambridge, Kennedy took Holy Orders and served within the Diocese of
Lichfield. Upon retirement from Shrewsbury School, Kennedy became a
Professor of Greek at Cambridge and a Canon of Ely
Cathedral; serving in both posts until his death. The melody
of the anthem originates from Bohemia and dates back to
the 16th century. The arrangement is by the Welsh organist
and choral conductor George Guest (1924 – 2002) who was
Director of Music at St. John’s College, Cambridge from 1951
until 1991.
Here are the choir of Wakefield Cathedral in action, recorded in 2016:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLRn9BxRvmw
Voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist

The voluntary before this Sunday’s service is a setting of O
come, O come Emmanuel by the Belgian composer, organist
and teacher Flor Peeters (1903 – 1986). Flor Peeters was
organist at St. Rumbold’s Cathedral in Mechelen
from 1923 until his death; and director of the
Royal Conservatoire in Antwerp from 1952 until his death.
The voluntary after this Sunday’s service is a setting of
Wake O Wake with tidings thrilling. This German chorale
is best known in the version by Johann Sebastian Bach
(which will hopefully be making a special appearance on St. Faith’s
Facebook page during Advent), but today’s version is by the German
composer and organist Johann Gottfried Walther (1684 – 1748) who was
a cousin of JS Bach.
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 29 November
First Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn (282)
Words: C E Oakley (1832-1865), adapted
Tune: Little Cornard, Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

1. Hills of the north, rejoice,
echoing songs arise,
hail with united voice
him who made earth and skies:
he comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.

3. Lands of the east, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
the God whom you have longed
to know
in Christ draws near, and calls
you now.

2. Isles of the southern seas
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world’s new birth:
in Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.

4. Shores of the utmost west,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o’er our darkest night.

5. Shout, as you journey on,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the north they come,
from east and west and south:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the longing earth be blest.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
The first candle on the Advent Wreath represents the patriarchs—
the earliest men and women who followed and worshipped God.
The Advent Wreath is lit, and a minister prays:
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.
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May we be obedient to your call
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are our light and our salvation.
Collect
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1.3-9)
St Paul reminds the Christians in Corinth that those who already know
Christ must also wait expectantly for him to come again.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Gradual Hymn 691
Words: Lewis Hensley (1824-1905), alt.
Tune: St Cecilia, Leighton Hayne (1836-1883

1. Thy kingdom come, O God,
Thy rule, O Christ, begin;
Break with thy iron rod
The tyrannies of sin.

2. Where is thy reign of peace
And purity and love,
When shall all hatred cease
As in the realms above?
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3. When comes the promised time
When war shall be no more,
And lust, oppression, crime
Shall flee thy face before?

5. Some scorn thy sacred name,
An wolves devour thy fold;
By many deeds of shame
We learn that love grows cold.

4. We pray thee, Lord, arise,
And come in thy great might;
Revive our longing eyes,
Which languish for thy sight.

6. O’er lands both near and far
Thick darkness broodeth yet:
Arise, O morning star,
Arise, and never set.

Gospel reading, Mark, chapter 13, verses.24-37
Having warned his disciples that they will face suffering (including “wars
and rumours of wars” and family betrayal), Jesus teaches them to be
ready for his return.
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then
they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come.
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts
his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper
to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’
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Post Communion Prayer
O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Hymn 405
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), John Cennick (1718-1755),
& Martin Madan (1726-1790), alt.
Tune: Helmsley, from Charles Wesley’s Select Hymns with Tunes Annext (1765)

1. Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for mortal sinners slain;
thousand thousand saint attending
swell the triumph of his train.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ appears on earth to reign.
2. Ev‘ry eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
we who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving,
shall the true Messiah see.
3. Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!

4. Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the pow’r and glory
claim the kingdom for thine own.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Hymn 480
Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Tune: Veni Emmanuel: Adapted by Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.

4. O come, thou key of David, come
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

5. O come, O come, thou Lord of
might
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the Law,
in cloud and majesty and awe.

2. O come, thou rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
3. O come, thou day spring, come and
cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to
flight.

Psalm 25
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame,
but let the treacherous be shamed and frustrated.
3 Make me to know your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you have I hoped all the day long.
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5 Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth
or my transgressions,
but think on me in your goodness, O Lord,
according to your steadfast love.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore shall he teach sinners in the way.
8 He will guide the humble in doing right
and teach his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Isaiah, chapter 1, verses 1-20
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah. Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the Lord has spoken: I
reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.
The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does
not know, my people do not understand.
Ah, sinful nation, people laden with iniquity, offspring who do evil,
children who deal corruptly, who have forsaken the Lord, who have
despised the Holy One of Israel, who are utterly estranged!
Why do you seek further beatings? Why do you continue to rebel?
The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the
foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but bruises and sores
and bleeding wounds; they have not been drained, or bound up, or
softened with oil.
Your country lies desolate, your cities are burned with fire; in your
very presence aliens devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrown by
foreigners. And daughter Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a
shelter in a cucumber field, like a besieged city. If the Lord of hosts had
not left us a few survivors, we would have been like Sodom, and become
like Gomorrah.
Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the
teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude
of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt-offerings of
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rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of
lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this
from your hand?
Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an
abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your
appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me,
I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my
eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your
hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice,
rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now,
let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If
you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you
refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.
Matthew, chapter 21, verses 1-13
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just
say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’
This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet,
saying, ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble,
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought
the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and that followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were
selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to them, ‘It is
written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer”; but you are making it a
den of robbers.’
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Hymn 265
Words: Philip Doddridge(1702-1751) based on Luke 4:18-19
Tune: Bristol: Thomas Ravenscroft (c.1582-1633) ‘Psalms’ (1621)

1. Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long;
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
and ev’ry voice a song.
2. He comes, the pris’ners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.
3. He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to bless the humble poor.
4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;
and heav’n etrnal arches ring
with thy belovèd name.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 3 December
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Isaiah 26.1–6
Matthew 7.21, 24–27
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