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THE MAN FROM THE
DIOCESE…HE SAY YES!
The Chancellor of the Diocese of
Portsmouth has given permission
for our new seating plan for St
Faith’s. To find out how YOU can
make a permanent mark on our
community’s oldest public building,
turn to page 10!
Also in this week’s edition:















Humour to make you groan
History to make you reflect
Sermons to make you think
Discretionary Fund report
Charity Shop news
Christmas Market news
Christmas card delivery scheme
This Sunday’s hymns & readings
Some truly dreadful ‘sayings’…
Anthems of the week
Service listings
Lunchtime concerts programme
Topics for prayer
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This Week...
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop and all
those planning the
future of Diocesan life
post-COVID.
For Archdeacon Gavin
as his moves to
becoming Bishop of
Dorchester

Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT,
Schools and healthcare facilities, shops
and council workers.

Those in Urgent
Need
Marlene Sharpe
Pauline Kaznowski
Clive Barnett
Rosemary Horsey
John Dallan
The Recently
Departed
Philip Roberts-West

Anniversaries of
Departed
10th Pip Buckland
12th Joy Utting
Christopher Evans
Danny Dobiecki

LIVE EVENTS
Thursday Eucharist at 10.30am:
click here (from 10.25am)
to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
The Catechism Course—Friday 7pm
Please click here to join in. Password 129310
Sunday Eucharist at 9.30:
(And Wednesday Lunchtime Concerts)
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm:
click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm:
click here (from 3pm)
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION FOR THIS
WEEK’S HYMNS AND READINGS.
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after
the fact via the Videos section of our Facebook
page. Just click here to view.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84155903380

4

5

The Bishop Mackenzie Window
submitted by Ann Griffiths

In St Faith's Church there is a window in the north
transept dedicated to Bishop Charles Mackenzie, who
died of a fever in Africa in 1862, aged 36. The window
bears the inscription, 'Charles Frederick Mackenzie first
Bishop of Central Africa and Anne his sister and
companion'. The Clayton and Bell window was presented
by John Mackenzie of Edinburgh.
After her brother's death Anne Mackenzie came to
live at Woodfield, Langstone, with Anne Hinchcliff whose
sister Katherine was the late Rev.
George
Mountain's
wife.
Between 1866 and 1877 Miss
Photo by Colin
Mackenzie edited a magazine
South © The Arts
called 'The Net', for those
Society
interested
in
Woodfield from ‘The missionary
work.
Net’
Note the link to the
first light in the Mackenzie window with the
Miraculous Draught of Fishes being enclosed
in the net. (Luke Ch.5)
The three ladies raised large amounts
of money for missionary work in India,
Canada and Africa, and in 1868 Katherine
Mountain sent a small baptismal font (or
'basin') out to Natal for a new church. 'The
Net' describes the font as being, 'a very
pretty one sent out by Mrs Mountain, the
widow of a late Rector of Havant, which had
been used in the parish church until it was
replaced by a very handsome one, given 22
years ago by the parishioners, as a memorial
to their beloved Pastor'.
Rev. Derek Brown wrote that an
observer of the stone-laying ceremony for
the new organ chamber, in 1874, said that
Mrs Mountain, who laid the stone, was 'a tall
stately old lady; a friend to all in distress and
from ‘the Net’
a munificent supporter of the Church'.
(Parish News October 1975)
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Christmas Market - THIS Saturday
12th December 10am – 2pm
This is the first Christmas Market
we have done at St. Faith’s and
what a year to choose! We
wanted to do something a little
bit normal, with and for the
community, - and that is really
what it is all about.
So there will be all sorts of
craft stalls with gifts and
decorations. Endless Gifts, one
of our local independent shops
will be joining us. Many
community groups including
Tradecraft,
Help
Palestine,
Havant Civic Society, Havant
Horticultural Society, the church
Charity Shop and St Faith’s will
have a few stalls too. This is
where you may be able to help:

Cakes – could you make a
cake or two………..?

Bottle stall – bottles of all descriptions would be most welcome and
bottle bags to put them in!

Tombola stall – new items , from chocolate to perhaps some of
those interesting gifts that we have received!

Books – in good condition please.

Christmas and gifts.

Grand draw – if you have not received raffle tickets, please let us
know and we will get some to you for a chance to win £100.
If you have things to donate and would like them collected, do let us
know and we can arrange collection. It would be very helpful to have
items for the bottle and tombola ahead of the Market to allow time for
preparation. The church will be open on Friday 11th December from
10am until 2pm and 5.30-6.30pm for you to drop off donations.
Sandra Haggan
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ST FAITH’S SHOP IS OPENING!
In line with the Government’s guidance, St Faith’s
Shop will open again this week, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday mornings. (Opening days and
times are limited, due to the sensible self-shielding of
some volunteers.)
Please also take notice of the advert below… we really
need some new volunteers - not least to increase
opening hours!
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Continuing FRIDAY—at 7pm
It’s not too late to join!
The Anglican Catechism
The 1662 ‘Catechism’ is a statement of the core beliefs of the
Christian Faith, expressed through the Anglican Tradition.
Explore it with Canon Tom on Zoom, on Fridays at 7pm.
Teaching and discussion, from the comfort of your own
home! Here’s an initial course outline:
1)

Introduction - general history, plus the devil, ’pomp and
vanity’ and ’sinful lusts’(!)

2)

The Creed - what should we believe?

3)

The Ten Commandments

4)

The Lord’s Prayer

5) This week: The Sacraments
6)

Preparing to worship

This course is suitable for EVERYONE - seasoned Christians
AND anyone wanting know more about the Christian Faith as
we express it here at St Faith’s. It is especially recommended
for anyone considering either Baptism or Confirmation into
the Anglican Church (a.k.a. the Church of England).
There will be NO exam at the end!
To take part, simply click on this link. You may need the
following password to log-in: 129310
Slides from the first two sessions, and a full recording of the
sessions on the Creed and Lord’s Prayer are available on
request to tomkennar@gmail.com
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We are GO!
The Chancellor of the Diocese has given us
permission to replace our pews with custommade, flexible, comfortable, oak seats. 130
memorials - or dedications - to meet the total
cost are now FOR SALE.
They will be carved into the front of the
main seating, while also contributing to the
costs of choir desks, modesty screens and 120
additional (stackable) chairs for busy periods.
So this is YOUR RARE opportunity for a
permanent memorial to your loved ones, or to
make your personal mark on St Faith’s by way of
a dedication or ‘donated by’ message. (Seats
may, of course, also be dedicated by a group).
130 booking forms are now available in
church. Grab one quickly….for when they are
gone, they’re gone!

Service for Remembering Loved Ones
Our service for remembering loved ones will be held THIS Sunday 13th
December at 4pm, led by Sandra Haggan and Jackie Brookfield As with
other services at this time, numbers will be restricted and places must be
booked in advance with Sandra (see page 1). The service will also be
livestreamed on the Facebook page.
Blank stars to decorate are available to collect from church and can
be added to the tree at any time when the church is open, or left for
church staff and other worshippers to hang during the service.
Please let Sandra have names of loved ones that you would like
remembered in prayer during the service.
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Eco-travel?

Submitted by Peter Allman

Submitted by Kevin West from ‘Private Eye’
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Second coming? Or third?
Submitted by Bishop John Hind

Advent means “coming” and “future”. During the season of Advent
we look forward to celebrating Christ’s first coming, his birth in Bethlehem, and we look forward to his second, as judge.
One problem about this rather simple account is that it is all
about the past , which is over and the future, which is yet to come.
But we have to live in the present and need to known what Advent
can mean for us here and now, while we both give thanks for the past
and look forward to the future.
In a twelfth century Advent sermon, St Bernard of Clairvauxⁱ
gave some thought to this question and described a third coming of
Jesus, “a road leading from his first coming to the last.”
“We know that the coming of the Lord is threefold: the third
coming is between the other two and it is not visible in the way they
are. At his first coming the Lord was seen on earth and lived among
human beings, who saw him and hated him. At his last coming ‘all
flesh shall see the salvation of our God’, and ‘they shall look on him
whom they have pierced.’ In the middle, the hidden coming, only the
chosen see him, and they see him within themselves; and so their
souls are saved. The first coming was in flesh and weakness, the middle coming is in spirit and power, and the final coming will be in glory
and majesty.
This middle coming is like a road that leads from the first coming
to the last. At the first, Christ was our redemption; at the last, he will
become manifest as our life; but in this middle way he is our rest and
our consolation.
If it seems to anyone that I am inventing what I am saying about
the middle coming, listen to the Lord himself: ‘If anyone loves me, he
will keep my words, and the Father will love him, and we shall come
to him.’ Elsewhere I have read: ‘Whoever fears the Lord does good
things ‘– but I think that what was said about whoever loves him was
more important, because whoever loves him will keep his words.
Where are these words to be kept? In the heart certainly, as the
Prophet says, ‘I have hidden your sayings in my heart so that I do not
sin against you.’
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Keep the word of God in this way: Blessed are those who keep it.
Let it penetrate deep into the core of your soul and then flow out again
in your feelings and the way you behave. Feed on it well, and your soul
delight in its rich nourishment. Do not forget to eat your bread, or your
heart will dry up, but rather eat it up and your soul will be filled with
abundance.
If you keep God’s word like this, there is no doubt that it will keep
you, for the Son will come to you with the Father: the great Prophet will
come, who will renew Jerusalem, and he is the one who makes all
things new. For this is what this coming will do: just as we have been
shaped in the earthly image, so will we be shaped in the heavenly image. Just as the old Adam was poured into the whole man and took possession of him, so in turn will Christ possess our whole humanity - he
who created everything, has redeemed everything, and will glorify everything.”
______________________________________________
ⁱ1090 – 1153 Cistercian reformer and abbot: Sermon 5 for Advent

Please don’t forget...
Please do not forget the appeal for gifts for the women in the Refuges
in Havant. This year in particular has been a difficult one for us all but it
is even harder if your life has been turned upside down by domestic
abuse. Every resident at the Refuge will receive presents of toiletries,
jewelry, scarves etc and we as St Faith’s congregation have always given
generously towards this. Now that the Church will be open for services
gifts of these things may be brought to church and left with the servers
at the reception table or they can be brought and given to Sandra when
the building is open for private prayer. Alternatively, contact Sandra
Haggan on 07452982287 or Hilary Deadman on 02392471241. Thank
you!
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Christmas Post
We normally bring our Christmas cards into church and sort and share
but this year is different and for many that will not be possible. So this
year, we are offering a delivery service.
Cards can be left in church before or after services on Thursdays
and Sundays or when we are open for private prayer on Tuesdays (112), Fridays (10-2) or at the parish office. Last posting date is Sunday
13th December.
If cards need to be collected do let us know. If you would like to
be a temporary post person, do let me know that too!
Sandra Haggan (02392 455161)

Churches Homeless Action
Portsmouth Churches Homeless Action has once again asked us to get
involved in a scheme to make Christmas brighter for vulnerable families,
asylum seekers, homeless people and women who have suffered domestic
violence. Each year, churchgoers donate gift vouchers worth £5 from shops
such as major stores (like Boots, Argos, Waitrose and Tesco), and give them
to those in need – so they can buy themselves or their loved ones Christmas
presents.
Those who donate often put the gift voucher into a Christmas card,
wishing the recipient a happy Christmas. And the cards and vouchers are
passed to those in need by agencies who work with them – the Society of St
James; St Simon’s Sunday Suppers; Southern Domestic Abuse Service;
Friends Without Borders and others. This can be done again, this year, and
delivered to the Church, Parish Office or Rectory BY 17 December (please!).
Cheques payable to ‘St Mary’s Church’ (who are co-ordinating donations)
may also be made, or cash (in an envelope marked ‘Churches Homeless
Action’.
This year, especially with the challenges of COVID, you may prefer, to
donate online. If so, please donate to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund at
this link: click here. Funds donated will be used for the relief of poverty and
homeless in Havant - but if you wish your donation to go especially to the
Portsmouth Scheme, please email your request to tomkennar@gmail.com
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A few sayings...
submitted by Peter Allman





















The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending;
and to have the two as close together as possible. (George Burns)
Last week, I stated this woman was the ugliest woman I had ever seen. I have
since been visited by her sister, and now wish to withdraw that statement.
(Mark Twain)
Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year. (Victor Borge)
Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint. (Mark
Twain)
By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you'll become happy; if you get a
bad one, you'll become a philosopher. (Socrates)
I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a jury. (Groucho Marx)
My wife has a slight impediment in her speech. Every now and then she stops
to breathe. (Jimmy Durante)
I have never hated a man enough to give his diamonds back. (Zsa Zsa Gabor)
Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups:
alcohol, caffeine, sugar and fat. (Alex Levine)
My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery, people would stop dying.
(Rodney Dangerfield)
Money can't buy you happiness. But it does bring you a more pleasant form
of misery. (Spike Milligan)
Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT UP. (Joe Namath)
I don't feel old. I don't feel anything until noon. Then it's time for my nap.
(Bob Hope)
We could certainly slow the ageing process down if it had to work its way
through Congress. (Will Rogers)
Don't worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older, it will avoid you.
(Winston Churchill)
Maybe it's true that life begins at fifty, but everything else starts to wear out,
fall out, or spread out. (Phyllis Diller)
By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, he's too old to go
anywhere. (Billy Crystal)
May your troubles be less, may your blessings be more, and may nothing but
happiness come through your door. (Anon)
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The Rector’s Discretionary Fund has received a great deal of support this
year, from the generous and kind-hearted friends and parishioners of St
Faith’s. As the year moves towards its close, here’s how we have
distributed your kindness, so far:
Total of gifts received to date:

£4,238

Grants made….
Beacon Food Bank

-£1,500

Purchase of tents and emergency supplies

-£ 259

Bereavement counselling for two children

-£ 500

Stop Domestic Abuse

-£ 500

Two Saints - washable masks for clients

-£

50

Aid to individuals known to parish staff or
referred by other professional agencies
-£ 865
_________________________________________________
Total grants made
-£3,675
_________________________________________________
Amount left in fund for emergency aid
£ 563
_________________________________________________

THANK YOU FOR SPREADING THE LOVE. THE MORE
YOU GIVE, THE MORE WE CAN HELP!
You are welcome to keep giving - our preferred route (for ease of
admin) is via the link at www.stfaith.com/donations/
16

The Wise Man & the Foolish Man
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 3 December
Reading: Matthew 7.21, 24–27

Today’s Gospel reading is one of
those which always takes me back
to Sunday School.
Do you
remember the song?
“The wise man built his house upon
the rock (repeated three times)
And the rain came tumbling down.
The rain came down and the floods
came up (repeated three times)
And the house on the rock stood
firm.”
Then the whole thing got
repeated for the foolish man who
built his house upon the sand, till
‘the house on the sand fell FLAT’ (at
which point we would clap and
laugh hysterically!)
The surface meaning of this
parable is, of course, completely
obvious. Those who build their lives
on the teachings of Jesus will have
strong and stable lives. But those
who build on other foundations are
doomed to live on shifting sands.
This principle has always been
true for Christians. Millions upon
millions of us can attest that a life
built on the teachings of Jesus is a
life filled with purpose and
meaning. It’s a life of hope and
love.
A life of service and
fulfilment.
But what are the
alternatives?
Doubtless, there have been

many sermons over the centuries
which have offered alternatives to
the teachings of Jesus. Perhaps the
teachings other religious leaders
have been held up as shifting sands
– especially at times when the
apparent advance of competing
ideas was seen as a threat. Perhaps
lives
of
drunkenness
and
debauchery have been suggested, at
times when abstinence was seen as
a top priority for the Band of Truth
or the Salvation Army. Or perhaps it
was lives lived in pursuit of wealth,
the empty promise of gold or overstuffed barns (as Jesus suggested)?
But I think that recent events
in our World have offered us a
whole new desert of shifting sand to
contemplate. As a society, we have
built our entire house on some very
perilous shifting sands. In the last
hundred years, this foundation of
sand has become so ubiquitous, that
we hardly give it a second
thought. It is so ingrained in our
society, so much a normal part of
our lives, that we almost never stop
to examine it or question it. What
am I referring to?
I’m talking about the sand of
consumerism.
And I think the
consequences of that sandy
foundation are now becoming all
too plain to see. Our house is
sinking fast.
The floods are
rising….quite literally in the case of
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climate change caused by rampant
consumerism. It is consumerism
which fed the mass transit systems of
our lives, which in turn led to the
rapid advance of a little local virus
into a world-wide pandemic. It is
consumerism which pumps smoke
into the air, and plastics into the
water. It is consumerism which
causes armies to fight over literal
deserts, in the hope of possessing
the lakes of oil underneath them. It
is
consumerism
which
feeds
individualism, which in turn leads to
Nationalism, and paranoid fears
about outsiders.
And it is
consumerism which provokes the
backlash of angry extremism, and the
ideologies which seek to return us to
the stone age. And it is the collapse
of consumerism, under the weight of
the pandemic it caused, which is
putting so many people out of work
right now.
Have you ever noticed that
every world economy is measured
not on levels of happiness, or by the
way it takes care of its most fragile
members, or the benefit it offers to
the climate, or the benefit it offers to
the intellectual and spiritual health of
humankind? Instead, the single most
important factor in determining the
health of an economy is said to be
growth. Which is frankly, nuts. If the
economy of every country grew by
just 2.5% per year on average, then
in 10 years time, the world would
need to produce 25% more stuff than

it does now. 25% more smoke in the
air. 25% more plastic in the sea. In
20 years time – the world would
have to give up 50% more than it
already does to feed and please the
consumerist armies of humans
swarming across its face.
It’s
nuts.
It’s crazy.
It’s the selfdefeating, civilisation-ending strategy
of the mythical lemming. Something
has to change. Something has to
shift. Or we’re quite simply not going
to make it. The house on the sand
will fall FLAT!
Against this terrifying vision,
Jesus offers us a solid, rocky,
alternative. His teachings are granite
-hard foundations on which we could
choose to build. Jesus wasn’t an
economist. But the principles he
espoused can be converted into
economic theory, without very much
effort at all.
Principles like –
prioritising care for the poor and the
sick. Principles like sharing, giving,
and spreading, instead of hoarding,
taking and keeping. Principles like
‘rendering unto Caesar’ could
transform an economy in which the
wealthiest people currently pay the
very least tax for the common
good. Principles like teaching the
priority
of
community,
over
individualism. Principles like valuing
rest and retreat, instead of 24-hour
shopping
and
frantic
holidays.
Imagine how different
things would be right now, if we
valued
healthcare,
education,
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medicine, scientific enquiry, spiritual
growth and community service as
much as we value restaurants, pubs,
cappuccinos and department-store
shopping.
CONsumerism – the clue is in
the name. It’s a CON. It’s a con,
perpetrated on the whole of our
society by the con-men who
currently pull the levers of
power.
How can we change
this? How can any of us hope to turn
around the Titanic of consumerism
which is about to crash into the iceberg of destiny, taking us all to the
bottom with it?
The answer of course, lies with
Jesus. We do it one person at a time,
just as he did. One soul at a
time. We spread his word, person by
person and we live his life. And we
encourage others to do the
same. Perhaps, if you agree with my
hypothesis, you could share the
video
of
this
sermon,
on
Facebook? Or pass on your copy of
this Corona Chronicle to a
neighbour? Or share this link to my
sermon blog with a friend:
tomkennarsermons.blogspot.com ?
Consumerism only took root in
our society because one by one, we
allowed it to. The opposite is also
true, and also a possibility. Frankly,
it’s the only hope we have.
So, if you agree with my
hypothesis…what will YOU do about
it. What changes will you make
today, to fashion some life-boats for
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the Titanic. Will you, once more, fall
prey to the marketing gurus who will
have you buy billions of plastic toys
for children this year? Will you fall
prey to the titans of industry who
want you to decorate your home
with their laser lights, and their
plastic tree? Will you succumb to
the message that comfort and joy
can only be found through an overstocked larder, a Christmas edition of
‘Strictly…’ and a mountain of
chocolate? Will you build on sand
again, this year?
Or will you stand up for Jesus –
and for his way of life? The way of
charity, simplicity, and love? Will you
take time to draw apart from the
madness, find some simplicity and
some peace?
Will you prioritise charity over
chewing, giving over getting, and
loving over living-it-up?

“CON-sumerism:
The clue is in the
name.”

Not Alone
As reported in the Guardian on Monday 7 December,
summarized by Sybel Laird.
When a widow, Edwina FitzPatrick, lost the love of her life to the
coronavirus, she was plunged into a profound state of grief and
darkness. As the months rolled by, her thoughts turned to the
collective grief experienced by the thousands of people like her, and
how best to help them.
As the death toll rose, and rose again, one of the big problems
was that every death had just become a statistic. There was no place
for bewildering sorrow. With COVID, there’s a silence. So those
bereaved by coronavirus suffer a heightened grief, according to a
recent study.
Edwina has set up a free online support group called
CovidSpeakEasy.com to allow people whose partners have died from
the virus to tell their stories and share their experiences. She decided
12 people, each with a trained counsellor, would be an ideal number
for online groups, each to run for 6 weeks. Thank you Edwina.
This Sunday at 4pm, a live-streamed service to remember
loved ones takes place in St Faith’s Church.
We pray for those who participate to be comforted in their
grief.

St Faith Mugs
Here’s our Sandra, modelling new bone china mugs of
the church - which are on sale £8 each - all profits to the
West End Toilet campaign. They can be bought on Tuesdays (11-2) and Fridays (10-12) when the church is open
for private prayer. Great Christmas presents!

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email Pauline at
office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.
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Just not getting it…
John the Baptiser
Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last
Sunday…6 December 2020—
Readings:
Isaiah 40.1-11 and Mark 1.1-8

Today – and indeed next
week too, the Lectionary invites us
to consider the place and role of
John the Baptiser. We call him
that, these days, because the word
‘Baptist’ has become linked to a
particular
theological
viewpoint.
Today’s ‘Baptists’
believe that adult baptism is the
only legitimate baptism and that
just about every other mainstream
church is wrong in baptising
children who can’t confess their
own faith. That is a fascinating
argument…of course. But there
isn’t time to go into it now.
So let’s focus down on John
the Baptiser – the man. Mark
launches straight into his story by
reminding us of Isaiah’s prophecy
(which we’ve also heard, this
morning). It’s a prophecy of a
messenger who will be sent ahead
of the Messiah. Mark is absolutely
convinced that John is that
messenger – so he goes on: “John
21

the Baptiser appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins”.
John is the last of the Old
Testament prophets. He follows the
tradition of living apart from
civilisation, and of calling people to
repent of their evil ways. Picture
the scene: Imagine a rather dirty
fellow, with mad scruffy hair,
dressed in camel-skins, and covered
in bee-stings (from raiding wild bee
hives). He’s probably got blobs of
honey stuck to his shirt, and he’s
munching on a locust...and
declaring at the top of his voice
“Repent! For the kingdom of
heaven has come near”.
I wonder what our reaction
would be if we met someone like
that in the streets of Havant – or
even here inside the church. I think
we’d try to get him some serious
mental health support!
But there was something
about John that attracted people to
him. There was something about
his message which, according to
both Mark and Matthew’s Gospels,
attracted people out into the desert

from “Jerusalem, all of Judea, and
all of the region along the River
Jordan” (Mt 3:5)
According to Matthew’s rather
expanded account of Mark’s
passage, John was not a man to
mince his words either. He taunted
the religious leaders of the day with
phrases like “You viper’s brood” (Mt
3:7). He warned them against the
complacency of their religion: saying
“Just because you are Abraham’s
children, don’t go thinking that gives
you an automatic right to
heaven” (Mt 7:8 - paraphrased)
There are, in fact, a number of
puzzling questions about John. First
there is the fact that he didn’t join
up with Jesus. Why didn’t he set
aside his baptising, and become a
follower of the Lord? And then
there’s the fact that when he was in
prison he sent word to Jesus to ask
him if he really was the Messiah.
I think that John had a
different vision of what the Messiah
would be like.
John’s Messiah
would be full of swift judgment
against the evil people of the
day. See what he says about Jesus
in Matthew’s gospel, chapter
3: “...he will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire”. (Mt
3: 12).

John’s expectations of the
Messiah are rooted in the language
and
concepts
of
the
Old
Testament.
But, uncomfortably,
Jesus simply doesn’t match up to
John’s expectations of what the
Messiah would be like... should be
like. And he was Jesus’ cousin!
I wonder how many of us
sometimes do that? How often do
we simply assume that God will be
as we expect him to be…rather than
how God actually is? How often do
we assume that God must surely
agree with our beliefs? How many
Conservative-voters assume God is a
Tory? How many socialists are just
certain that God would surely have
voted for Jeremy Corbyn? How
many racists or homophobes
automatically assume that God
agrees with them? How many
religious extremists – on every side,
assume that God condones their
violent actions? We all have a
tendency to make God in our own
image – rather than seeking the
truth of God in whose image we are
made.
John’s language is the
language
of
criticism
and
warning. “You’d better do what I
say, or God Almighty is going to
smite you!” John’s kind of
repentance is a rather mechanistic,
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transactional thing. “Repent, and
be baptised, and you will be
forgiven of your sins – you’ll be
saved from the wrath that is to
come”. John is offering a rather
simple passport to heaven – rather
like the indulgences that Martin
Luther rightly condemned 1500
years later.
Jesus’ language, on the other
hand,
is
of
forgiveness,
acceptance, and love. He speaks
of journeys and the Way of
faith. John is the apocalyptic
doom-sayer.
Jesus offers life,
hope and an exciting journey.
Mind you, Jesus is not
immune from the apocalyptic
tradition. Certainly he gives plenty
of warnings, and he even
appropriates John’s use of the
phrase ‘viper’s brood’ – to
describe the religious leaders of
the day. (Mt 12.34). But on
balance, Jesus’ tone is rather
different to John’s. Instead of
calling us to a desert of
repentance, he invites us to
commune with each other and
with him around a meal. He even
includes Samaritans, Zealots, tax
collectors and even his future
betrayer into that community. He
even includes women – which in
his time was an incredible thing to
do.

Jesus speaks the language of
radical inclusion, whereas John
speaks of unquenchable fire and
winnowing forks. Jesus invites all
of us on a journey of faith, selfdiscovery, community-life and
growth. He calls it the Way, and
the Kingdom.
Jesus call us to turn away
from making up our own ideas
about how things should be. He
calls us instead to tune-in to God’s
loving, merciful, ultimately positive
view of the universe. The baptism
of Jesus marks the very start of an
entire journey of faith.
That’s why, incidentally, I do
believe in infant baptism. For I
think that it is never too early, in
God’s inclusive Kingdom, to invite
another person to journey with
God. Amen.

“We all have a
tendency to make
God in our own
image – rather than
seeking the truth of
God in whose image
we are made.”
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Anthem of the Week
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
This week’s anthem of the week is a setting of the Advent
Hymn Hark, the glad sound. The words for this anthem
were written by Philip Doddridge (1702 – 1751) who was a
Minister in the Nonconformist Church. For twenty years of
his ministry, Philip Doddridge worked in a parish in
Northampton, where he opened an academy for training
nonconformist ministers and taught most of the subjects
himself! Doddridge wrote about four hundred hymn texts, which were
generally written to accompany his sermons. These hymns were
published four years after his death in an anthology called “Hymns,
Founded on Various Texts in the Holy Scriptures”.
The music for the anthem is by David Thorne
(b.1950). Over a span of 30 years, David Thorne
played the organ and directed the choir in both
Cathedrals in Portsmouth, including being Assistant
Organist at Portsmouth Anglican Cathedral for 21
years. David Thorne is a prolific composer and
arranger of music and contributed music for the visit of Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. David Thorne has been a regular contributor to
Television and Radio making his first appearance on the BBC’s World
Service at the age of 15 accompanying Exeter Cathedral Choir. He
directed the choir and congregation on ITV’s “Dial a Hymn” from
Portsmouth Cathedral in 1989, and was a regular contributor on Radio
4’s “Daily Service” and “Sunday Half Hour” for many years.
“Hark the glad sound” was composed for David Hopgood and the Choir
of St. John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth. Sadly, YouTube is again notably
lacking a good quality version of this anthem; something that St. Faith’s
choir need to put right in the future perhaps! The only recording that
I’ve found is one from the Episcopal Church of the Ascension in Sierra
Madre, California: Click on this link to listen.
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Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist
We’re having a French week this week!
The voluntary before the service this week is
Noel pour le temps de l’Avent by the composer
and organist Felix Alexandre Guilmant (1837 –
1911). Guilmant was born in Boulogne-sur-Mer
on the North France coast and studied the
organ in Belgium at the Royal Brussels
Conservatoire with the organist Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823 –
1881). After studying in Brussels, he returned to France where he
enjoyed a career as a composer, music editor, teacher and organ
virtuoso. Listen out for the melody being soloed out on the oboe stop on
the organ halfway through. (I fear that my beard will never rival
Guilmant’s…)
For the voluntary after the service this week, it’s
that tune again! Wake O wake with tidings thrilling
makes a reappearance in a version for organ by
the French composer Jacques Berthier (1923 –

1994). I tend to refer to Jacques Berthier as “Mr.
Taize” as a great majority of the Taize chants that are used in worship
were composed by him. As well as composing chants, Jacques Berthier
leaves us a number of organ works; and today’s voluntary comes from a
set of six organ pieces which are all based on Lutheran chorale melodies;
a good example of different worship styles being used across different

denominations.
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 13 December
Third Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn (527)
Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876), alt.
Tune: Winchester New, from Musikalisches Handbuch (1690)

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake, and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of Kings.

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away,
like flowers that wither and decay.

2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 4. To heal the sick stretch out
make straight the way for God within;
thinehand,
prepare we in our hearts a home,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;
where such a mighty guest may come.
shine forth and let thy light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once
more.
5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee
whose advent doth thy people free,
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Ghost for evermore.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
May we your servants rejoice in his light,
and so be led to witness to him
who is the Lord of our coming kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.
Collect
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming
to judge the world
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we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah chapter 61, verses.1-4,8-11
The prophet highlights God’s mission of righteousness and justice
for all nations, and his own role in it as one who is to “bring good news”.
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those
who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise
up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what
is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.
John, chapter 1, verses.6-8,19-28
John the Baptist bears witness to his own mission and identity.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
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himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did
not deny it, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are
you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’
Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the
Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
Communion Hymn 480
Words: translated and adapted from the ‘Great O’ Antiphons by John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Tune: Veni Emmanuel, adapted from a French Missal by Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.
2. O come, thou rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o’er the grave.

3. O come, thou dayspring, come and
cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
.
4. O come, thou key of David, come
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

5. O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the Law,
in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel. 28

Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
Hymn 406
Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)
Tune: Personent Hodie, from Piae Cantiones (1582)

1. Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew,
come to make all things new,
bear his people’s burden,
freely love and pardon.
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes, when he comes,
who will make him welcome?

3. Mary, hail! Though afraid,
she believed, she obeyed.
In her womb God is laid:
till the time expected,
nurtured and protected:
4. Journey ends! Where afar
Bethlem shines, like a star,
stable door stands ajar.
Unborn Son of Mary,
Saviour, do not tarry.
Ring bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes, when he comes,
who will make him welcome?

2. God in time, God in man,
this is God’s timeless plan:
he will come, as a man,
born himself of woman,
God divinely human:

Blessing
May God himself, the God of peace,
make you perfect and holy,
and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body,
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Hymn 265
Words: Philip Dodderidge (1702-1751)
Tune: BRISTOL by Thomas Ravenscroft (c.1582-1633)

Hark, the glad sound!
The Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne,
and ev’ry voice a song.

He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to bless the humble poor.

He comes, the pris’ners to release
in Satan’s nondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring
with thy belov-ed name.

Psalm 68, (1-8)
Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered;
let those that hate him flee before him.
As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish away;
as wax melts at the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them make merry with gladness.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
exalt him who rides on the clouds.
The Lord is his name; rejoice before him.
Father of the fatherless, defender of widows,
God in his holy habitation!
God gives the solitary a home
and brings forth prisoners to songs of welcome,
but the rebellious inhabit a burning desert.
O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
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The earth shook and the heavens dropped down rain,
at the presence of God, the Lord of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

Malachi 3.1-4, Chapter 4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the
Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in
the days of old and as in former years.

Philippians chapter 4. verses 4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Hymn 631
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) based on Luke 1:46-55
Tune: Woodlands, Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

1. Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my saviour shall my heart rejoice.
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 17 December
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Genesis 49.2, 8–10
Matthew 1.1–17 (yes, really!)
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