The Corona Chronicle
17 December 2020 (Vol 37)
BUMPER CHRISTMAS EDITION
Containing all the usual jokes, stories, wit and wisdom, plus
carols, hymns, prayers and readings for all services up to
January 3rd.
The next edition will be out in the New Year!

This lovely tree, outside St Nicholas’ Chapel, Langstone, was donated by
the Ship Inn. Photo by Ann Griffiths. We hope for a restoration of
community services in Langstone soon!
A very happy Christmas to the whole parish - Havant AND Langstone,
from Canon Tom and all the Team at St Faith’s and St Nicholas
Langstone!
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This Week...
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas

The Diocese
For the Bishop as he
plans for retirement.
The Diocesan Team,
leading us into the
new world of ‘postcovid’ ministry.

Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Little Seeds & TAT,
Schools and healthcare facilities, shops
and council workers.

Those in Urgent
Need
Marlene Sharpe
Pauline Kaznowski
Clive Barnett
Rosemary Horsey
John Dallan

The Recently
Departed

LIVE EVENTS
All Communion Services, Lunchtime
Concerts and Carol Services are available
online
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
See the next pages for detailed listings of
services

Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm:
click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm:
click here (from 3pm)
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION
FOR HYMNS AND READINGS FROM THIS
SUNDAY TO 3RD OF JANUARY.

Philip Roberts-West

Anniversaries of
Departed
19th Edgar Dobson
22nd Phillip Meredith
30th Shirley Appleby
31st Charley Sagrett
Michael Buckley

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed
after the fact via the Videos section of our
Facebook page. Just click here to view.
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Lunchtime concerts will return in the New Year!
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84155903380
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Christmas at the Workhouse
in 1890
submitted by Ann Griffiths

'The poor people of Havant spent Christmas Day in the usual festive style.
Roast beef, baked potatoes and plum pudding were served for dinner, the
adults each having a pint of ale and the children milk. In the afternoon the
men were served with tobacco, tea and sugar; the women had tea and
sugar and the children were bountifully supplied with oranges, nuts and
sweets. The various wards were tastefully decorated with mottoes,
evergreens and flowers by Mr and Mrs Horril, the Master and Matron.'
Sir Frederick Fitzwygram sent a huge Christmas tree; Miss Hulbert of Stakes
Hill House, sent her usual present of 1lb tea and 2lb sugar for each adult
with half of that for each of the children; Miss Deverell of Purbrook Park
sent a parcel of Christmas cards and Miss Newman and Miss Watson sent a
parcel of toys. Miss Hayes sent Christmas letters. 'A very pleasant day was
brought to a close by hearty cheers for the donors, the Guardians and the
Master and Matron.'
The 1891 census shows that there were 69 people living in the workhouse,
about a third of whom were under the age of sixteen.
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Squeeze your brain
Submitted by Bill Jones

So this one is really ONLY for
the very intelligent. I pondered
over this for some minutes. I
used equations where "X" was
used as the unknown until I
finally conceded ignoble defeat
and turned over the page for
the very logical answer….

For the solution see OVERLEAF

Bill Jones spotted this on Facebook from
Bob Crutchley of the Monday Club.
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We are GO!
The Chancellor of the Diocese has given us
permission to replace our pews with custommade, flexible, comfortable, oak seats. 130
memorials - or dedications - to meet the total
cost are now FOR SALE.
They will be carved into the front of the
main seating, while also contributing to the
costs of choir desks, modesty screens and 120
additional (stackable) chairs for busy periods.
So this is YOUR RARE opportunity for a
permanent memorial to your loved ones, or to
make your personal mark on St Faith’s by way of
a dedication or ‘donated by’ message. (Seats
may, of course, also be dedicated by a group).
130 booking forms are now available in
church. Grab one quickly….for when they are
gone, they’re gone!

Squeeze your brain solution

What did I tell you? The
answer is very logical isn’t
it?
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ST FAITH’S SHOP OPENING TIMES
St Faith’s Shop will open again this week on Tuesday,
and Wednesday (9.30am to 1pm). Grab your last
Christmas bargains!

We will then close until 5th January (Covid permitting!)
Please also take notice of the advert below… we really
need some new volunteers - not least to increase
opening hours!
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Christmas Market—Thank you
A message from Sandra Haggan
We didn’t know if it would happen but in the end, last Saturday, it did - and
what a lovely day it was! Our Mayor, Cllr Prad Bains, came along and
opened the Christmas Market for us and then stayed and chatted with lots
of people. We had a few stalls for the church there were cakes and Jenny’s
jams of course and kiwi fruit from Beatrice’s garden. Books, tombola, bric-a
-brac, the bottle stall, Christmas gifts, the grand draw and our own charity
shop. We were joined by local crafters, Endless Gifts, charities: Help Palestine, Tradecraft and two fairground organs all of which helped create a
wonderful atmosphere and an excellent range of stalls.
We carefully monitored numbers and had hand sanitiser absolutely
everywhere and people came and they came. We very much wanted it to
be something with and for the community, a little bit of something ‘normal’
and from the many comments. I think we did that!
There is a list of grand draw prize winners on display in the church
and the total raised was just over £3000, which is amazing! (Final amount
subject to costs, when claimed).
So a huge thank you to everyone involved whether buying and selling
raffle tickets, making donations, baking cakes, manning stalls, displaying
posters, printing and laminating, providing items for the stalls, helping set
up and tidying up, absolutely everything because all these things only work
when we all do it together. Thank you!

Notes from a cake stall
From Margaret Tait
Tim and I were almost in control of the cake stall at the Christmas
Fayre last Saturday. We would very much like to thank all the chefs and
cooks who created such amazing donations. No sooner had we displayed
them on the table than they were disappearing into shopping bags. Money
rapidly filled our cash box and our entire stock was sold out by 13.45!
The jars of marmalade and jam proved very popular. More next time
please! A number of people asked for savouries as they didn’t want cakes.
Any suggestions for the next Fayre? We are thinking maybe pizza slices,
quiche etc.
We enjoyed our day and hope to do a re-run in the future.
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A lovely day
was had by all.
With our
sincere thanks
to everyone
who helped
make the
Christmas
Market a
success
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Alan Hakim remembers
Christmas in the Orient
At the end of 1966 I was promoted to be Branch Manager in
Colombo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). There was a convenient French liner,
the M.V.Laos going direct from Bombay at the right time, so I was able
to store my 15 pieces of luggage on the cabin balcony, and save the
complications of going by air and waiting for the luggage to catch up.
Arriving in mid-December, I was just in time for a lot of holidays. Not
only were there Christmas and New Year, but I now had to live with the
Buddhist lunar calendar. This had been introduced a year earlier as an
election pledge, and resulted in work following an 8-week pattern, with
8 days in weeks 2, 4 and 8. The newspapers carried an item every day,
“Your next 3 weekends are ..”, Tuesday/Wednesday, for example,
followed by Wednesday/Thursday twice. My predecessor Norman
Woolley and his wife were packing up to go to Bombay in the New Year,
so I moved into the guest room of the company flat, full of packing
cases, and we decided to go away for Christmas to Nuwara Eliya.
After two years in the tropics, I was a bit surprised to be told to bring my
warmest clothes. We were going up to over 6000 feet (half as high again
as Ben Nevis) and the town is very popular as a place to get away from
the steamy heat of Colombo.
We went up on the night train, in a somewhat antique sleeping car, and
arrived in the morning to find a small town like Bowness-onWindermere set down in the highlands near the equator. We were to
stay at the Grand Hotel, an enormous mock-Tudor building that had
been built at the height of British rule. I don’t think it had been greatly
modernised since then. At least, unlike one of the other hotels, it didn’t
have a steel engraving of Landseer’s “Stag at Bay” in Reception.
I don’t remember much of our visit. Mostly, the thing to do is walk
around the very attractive country. The more vigorous tourists climb up
Mount Piduratalagala, another 2000 feet up, but surprisingly easy.
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The most memorable item of the weekend was Christmas Dinner
itself: a completely traditional British meal. The waiter brought round
the turkey on a trolley, to carve in front of us. He had some trouble
cutting its leg off, so he tucked it under his arm, and pulled.
A year later, things were very different. By then, I had met Elene
(older parishioners may remember her) and we decided to go to
South India. On Christmas Eve we arrived in Madras, which was as hot
as Colombo, and we thought the Midnight service at the Cathedral
would be the best.
Madras Cathedral, instead of windows in the walls, has large double
doors all the way along. When we arrived, the congregation was
already bursting out of every door, like the London Tube in the rush
hour. But Indians are very hospitable. Seeing we were foreigners, they
made enough space for us to get just inside, for a distant view of the
celebrant.
Christmas Day itself is a holiday, but no more important than Hindu
and Moslem holidays, with most shops and entertainments open. We
went to the beach, and in the evening to a performance of Classical
Dance, avoiding the invitations for “Foreign friends” to join them on
stage. I don’t remember dinner, so no trouble with the turkey this
time, but Madras was “dry”.
Elene had brought a bottle of wine with us, obtained through the
diplomatic bag, but it wasn’t to be had with our food. When we went
on to Bangalore next day, we found drink was permitted, so our bottle
joined us at dinner. After a time I noticed a Frenchman at the next
table had called for the wine list, and was looking baffled, after all, it
had nothing on it except beer and spirits.

Happy Christmas from Alan Hakim!
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Bishop Christopher
announces his retirement
Bishop Christopher announced his
retirement
as
Bishop
of
Portsmouth, this week. He will
step down from his post in April
after more than 10 years in the
role. His wife, Canon Sally
Davenport, will also step down as
team rector of Holy Trinity and St
Columba Church, at the same
time, and they will retire to
Somerset together. Bishop Christopher, who is 67, had delayed his
announcement to help lead us through the Covid pandemic. Please
remember Bishop Christopher and Sally in your prayers as they prepare
for the next stage of their life of ministry to God.

An Angel for an Angel
submitted by Paul Utting

Jackie and I have placed
an angel on Wyn's grave in Warblington Cemetery.
An Angel for an Angel.
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Letters to the editor
Hello Canon Tom,
I hope you are keeping well. I just wanted to tell you
about something special that happened today.
One little girl in my Year 3 class has been so upset as her
little cat was run over. Mum collected her from school
and had picked up one of your parishioners knitted
angels saying that it was a message from her cat. This
was an instant source of support for this little girl.
I know these little angels will mean a lot to other people in our
community as well - especially over this Christmas break. Please can you
pass on my thanks to your group of knitters!
Have a lovely Christmas.
Caroline Fisk, Y3 teacher, Bosmere Junior School

Thank you from the Women’s Refuge
What a marvelous collection of gifts
for the women in the Refuge. Thank
you to everyone who donated, for
your generosity. I am assured that all
our
presents
will
be
really
appreciated. As you can see, our
donation box was overflowing!
Hilary Deadman
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The Art of the Pun
submitted by Peter Allman
It takes skill to craft comical wordplay that can make people laugh and cringe at
the same time. One group to master the art of funny puns, is the Indian Hills
Community of Colorado, who’ve been making regular roadside signage.

Naomi Sloane spotted this topical one
for your amusement!
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Thanks to Frank Hillebrand for
submitting this one!

MONTHLY INFORMATION
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone

JANUARY 2021
Epiphany is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation of God the Son as
a human being in Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates
principally (but not solely) the visit of the Magi to the Christ child, and thus Jesus'
physical manifestation to the Gentiles. In some Western Christian denominations,
especially in the past and also in the present-day Church of England, the feast of
the Epiphany also initiates a liturgical season of Epiphanytide. The traditional date
for the feast is January 6. However, since 1970, the celebration is held in some
countries on the Sunday after January 1. In the Church of England, the eve of the
feast is celebrated as Twelfth Night. The Monday after Epiphany is known as
Plough Monday.
Perhaps the most familiar Christmas carol associated with Epiphany is "We Three
Kings of Orient Are", written by the Reverend John Henry Hopkins, Jr., then an
ordained deacon in the Episcopal Church. He was instrumental in organizing an
elaborate holiday pageant (which featured this hymn) for the students of the
General Theological Seminary in New York City in 1857, while serving as the
seminary's music director. This hymn – to a new tune – features, together with
‘Noel! Noel! Born is the King of Israel’ as the last of eight songs in Roger Jones’
2020 musical, “Three Wise Camels”.
Roger Jones has written a new musical, “Three Wise Camels” with a play by Jane
Hicks. Camelia, Humphrey and Samson are three camels who set out on what
proves to be the most exciting excursion of their lives! Seen through the camels'
eyes, the musical reveals truths about the costly gifts of the Three Kings as they
follow the extra-bright star which guides them along their way to Bethlehem
where, to their amazement, they discover that the gifts are for a little boy. Samson
is awe-struck when he sees angels while Humphrey wonders why the child isn't
living in a palace. Camelia is just thrilled that she came! The musical ends with
them all bowing down in praise and worship of Jesus, the true King.
Those of us who enjoyed the series of musicals by Roger Jones presented monthly
on Sunday evenings and “Saints Alive!” will be delighted with this musical, written
in the first lockdown. Other Christmas musicals include “Away in a Manger”,
“Simeon”, “Stargazers”, “The Inn Crowd” and “While Shepherds Watched”.
A wonderful gift for all young at heart, the cd (£9.99) and vocal score (£7.99) –
together offer £15.00 – may be obtained from Christian Music Ministries
(cmm.org.uk) e-mail: sales@cmm.org.uk Tel: 01527 576 440.
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New PCC Member. A resident in Havant for the last twenty six years, Sue Tinney
has enjoyed a varied career before retirement. She originally
trained as a teacher, teaching geography in upper primary and
up to ‘O’ Level in secondary schools. Following that, she and
her husband ran an accredited RSA office training centre.
Joining the Hilton Group, based at Farlington, she was a
member of the management team and managed the in-house
Business Centre. Experience in local government followed with management of the
administrative teams in the highways sector of the environment department. Sue’s
final workplace was in Petersfield. Her overriding interest is with the charity World
Vision which declares that ‘Every Child Matters.’ The organisation was originally set
up in 1950 to help children orphaned by the Korean War. It has now grown into a
global partnership in nearly 100 countries. Child sponsorship is at the heart of the
charity which focuses on supporting the whole of the child’s community. Sue
sponsors a boy in Senegal and has visited that country twice, an experience which
she describes as ’life changing’. She now works as an ambassador for World
Vision. She gives talks about the charity to interested groups and has represented
World Vision at the House of Commons and other events and exhibitions.

New PCC Member. Born in Pontypridd, South Wales, Rex Plowman’s early claim
to fame is that Tommy Woodward (later known as Tom Jones) was at the same
primary school as he was! In 1959 Rex joined the RAF as a photo
interpreter. He served in Singapore and Hong Kong for three
years of his service and played rugby and hockey for the Far East
Air Force. Back home he was in both the RAF (UK) and
Pontypridd RFC teams. On leaving the RAF he joined the family
fish mongering business and represented Wales on the National
Federation of Fishmongers. In 1982 he was contracted to work
for Saudi Fisheries as their Retail Operations Manager. Following return to the UK
he opened a fish restaurant which he ran for 30 years. He has also enjoyed many
years in theatre both on stage and directing, holding an Equity card for TV and film
work. As a member of the Rhonda Pendyrus Male Voice Choir, of which he was a
member for fifteen years, he travelled all over the world with them. His hobbies
include building flying scale model aircraft, reading, playing golf and singing.
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John the Baptiser—
Prophet and Sceptic
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 10 December
This is certainly the week for thinking
about John the Baptiser – he’s the
focus of readings all through this
week. Today, I’d like to home in on
one particular facet of John’s
character – a facet which speaks
directly to us today…and it’s
this: John was a sceptic. After being
thrown into prison, by King Herod,
John sent a message to Jesus asking
‘Are you the Messiah? Or are we to
expect another?’. This is the same
John who didn’t become one of Jesus’
own disciples.
He carried on
ploughing his own furrow…doing
things his own way: angrily calling
people to repentance with dire
warnings, while Jesus tried the tack of
Love. So, John was sceptical about
Jesus.
Scepticism is all around us, isn’t
it? We are – perhaps justifiably sceptical about the Government’s
promises that Britain will boom after
Brexit. Many have become extremely
sceptical about politics at all, not least
since politicians seem to be willing to
deal with ‘alternative truth’ (as
Donald Trump’s press secretary once
memorably suggested).
We are
sceptical even about the great
national organs of balance and truth
that we’ve trusted for generations,
like the BBC or the great newspapers
of our nation.
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It’s perhaps even more
disconcerting that, in our time, we’ve
become sceptical of the claims of
science. ‘Anti-vaxxers’ have been a
growing voice in national discourse
for a while – ever since some rather
spurious claims (in my view) were
made, linking the MMR vaccine to
cases of childhood autism.
Scepticism doesn’t just pervade
our national life though. It also
pervades
our
thinking
about
God. Just like John the Baptiser, we
wonder whether Jesus’ claims to be
God’s Son, indeed God himself, can
really be true. And, if we are not
careful, our scepticism can drive us to
throw aside everything we believe,
and on which we have based our lives.
But scepticism is not, in itself, a
bad thing. Scepticism is part of a
process of growth. It’s part of ‘putting
away childish things’ (as St Paul so
memorably said – see 1 Cor.13). For a
sceptical mind is ultimately a
questioning mind. It’s the kind of
mind which asks ‘where does this
information come from?
Is it
trustworthy?’
Philosophers and
theologians have a long name for this
kind of enquiring thought – they call it
‘epistemology’ – which essentially
asks the question ‘how do we know
what we think we know?’.
Sceptical thought should lead
us to deeper thought, and to greater
understanding. When John asked, via

messengers, whether Jesus was the
Messiah, Jesus said this to the
messengers: "Go your way, and tell
John what things ye have seen and
heard; how that the blind see, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the
poor the gospel is preached". (Lk
7.22).
Notice how Jesus doesn’t get
angry at John for his sceptical,
doubting question.
Instead, he
answers the question with a powerful
illustration. And invites John to arrive
at a new understanding.
Sadly we don’t know what the
results of Jesus’ answer to John’s
question were….not least because the
poor fellow literally lost his head a
short time later. But we can see that
expressions of doubt, and scepticism,
were not rejected by Jesus. Instead,
he confronted the sceptic head-on,
and gave him new facts to
consider. And this is how the healthy
work of scepticism should work for all
religious people. We should never be
afraid of doubt, because doubt is part
of the process of digging for
truth. Scepticism, used wisely, is the
shovel we use to unearth the gold
nuggets of real truth.
Of course, like any human
characteristic, it’s possible to take
scepticism too far. At the far end of
religious scepticism, for example, we
find the ultra-atheists, like every
preacher’s ‘boogie-man’, Richard
Dawkins. I genuinely feel sorry for
Dawkins. He is someone who has

become SO sceptical of religions, and
of religious thought, that he is no
longer able to be objective in his
sceptical enquiry. For him, scepticism
is no longer a shovel with which to dig
for truth, but a bulldozer to cover over
any view which is not his own.
When I was a child, I thought
like a child. But now I am a man, I
have put away childish things. But
even now, I still can only see through a
glass darkly…and therefore I need to
embrace the grown-up, adult-brained
task of being sceptical about my faith,
and about my own political and world
views. That’s the adult thing to do.
As the Christmas story unfolds
around us again, perhaps you might
find yourself sceptical about any
number of things. Does it matter
whether Jesus was born of a
virgin?
What is an angel,
anyway? Why on earth would the civil
authorities tell people to go back to
the town of their birth to be counted
in a census? These (and many more)
are all good questions to ask.
And if you honestly seek
answers to honest sceptical questions,
I promise you that those answers will
lead you into a much more profound,
much more meaningful understanding
of the truth. You too can unearth –
with your sceptical shovel - new
understandings of the depth of the
story about when God came to
town.
A little town. Called
Bethlehem. Amen.
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Christmas Fun!
submitted by Sandra Haggan
Many of you will know that I used to work in U-Need-Us in
Portsmouth until we closed in March 2019. One of the things
that I did was to choose the jokes that went in with cracker kits.
I always enjoyed choosing these as you may imagine. I thought
I might share a few with you but cannot remember where I put
them! I have come across a few though that would have been
contenders:

A man walked into the doctor’s surgery with a strawberry stuck in his
ear. ‘Don’t worry’ the doctor said ‘I’ve got some cream for that.’

Q. What do Alexander the Great and Winnie the Pooh have in
common?
A. The same middle name.

Q. How many tickles does it take to make an octopus laugh?
A. Ten-tickles

Q. What’s yellow and scary?
A. Shark infested custard!

Q. How do Santa’s helpers spell?
A. They use the elfa-bet!
This was a favourite that I can remember and did include many times:

Q. Where do policeman live?
A. 999, Lets be Avenue!

The Rector replies...
Thanks for making us groan, Sandra! Here’s a contemporary one from me:
Q. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph make a conference call in Bethlehem?
A.
Because there was no Zoom at the Inn!

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email Pauline at
office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it. We would put in a
special request for folks to reflect on their hopes and dreams for 2021 to be
included in the New Year edition.
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Reflections from St Albans
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Divine Vengeance...
Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last Nazareth (see Luke 4:16-30). Here,
Sunday…13 December 2020—
again, are the words he both quoted,
Readings:
and then made his own:
Isaiah 61.1–4,8–11 and John 1.6–8,19–28 “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
John the Baptiser has had quite because the Lord has anointed me; he
a bit of attention over the last has sent me to bring good news to the
week. In last Sunday’s sermon, I oppressed, to bind up the brokenexplored how he had a subtly different hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
understanding of who the Messiah was captives, and release to the prisoners;
meant to be, and how he should to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
act. Then on Thursday, I explored the favour…”
sceptical side of his nature, and I
Having read those words,
suggested that scepticism is a according to Luke’s account, Jesus put
generally healthy thing for all thinking down the scroll and said to the
people – and especially religious congregation ‘Today, these words have
thinking people. Just now, we lit our been fulfilled in your midst’. Jesus
third Advent candle, and reminded deliberately,
and
purposefully,
ourselves of John’s pivotal role as a declared his mission to be one of
witness to the truth – as a burning and bringing good news, binding up,
shining light for Christ.
healing, and proclaiming liberty. He
Despite all this focus on John, proclaimed that this was the year of
we must never forget that his primary the Lord’s favour.
role was to be the announcer of
Which is all very beautiful. But
Christ. As he himself said (in John I’m interested in what Jesus doesn’t
3.30) “I must decrease, so that he may say. I find it fascinating that Jesus
increase”. John recognised in today’s stopped quoting Isaiah at just that
Gospel that he himself was not even point. He didn’t read the next line,
worthy to untie the sandals of the which says ‘…and the day of vengeance
Messiah. As John the Gospel-writer of the Lord’. Jesus stops at the news
stressed, John the Baptiser was not, that this is the year of God’s favour.
himself, the Light…but rather, he came
There
is
a
stream
of
to testify to the Light.
consciousness which flows through the
It was Jesus – the Light of the Bible, and especially through the Old
World - that John pointed us to. And it Testament. It’s a theme of judgement
was Jesus who, a short while after his and divine vengeance, constantly
baptism by John, who would claim for invoked by prophets and seers
himself the opening lines of Isaiah 61, throughout the ages, no doubt in an
when he stood up to read in the attempt to scare humanity into
synagogue of his hometown of behaving itself. The very oldest stories
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of the Bible sometimes paint a picture
of a kind of Divine ‘bogey-man’ who
needs to enact some kind of
punishment on humanity…
For the sins of Adam and Eve,
they are cast out of the Garden. For
the sins of all humanity, God apparently
sends a flood to wipe out the
earth. Pharaoh and his riders are cast
into the sea for having stood in the way
of the Divine will.
Sodom and
Gomorrah are destroyed, because the
people failed to offer hospitality to
God’s angels. Time and time again, the
Bible’s writers reach for stories of
divine vengeance.
But Jesus refuses to align himself
with that kind of thinking, and with
those kinds of stories. He doesn’t, for a
moment, deny the power of human sin,
or its ability to destroy. But neither
does he retreat into metaphors of
divine
vengeance
as
the
solution. Instead, Jesus talks of God’s
love for the world. Just two chapters
later than this morning’s Gospel, Jesus
says those words which we repeat at
every Thursday Eucharist: “God so
loved the world, that he sent his only
son, so that everyone who believes in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”. The God whom Jesus
unfolds for us is that God who does not
seek
the
destruction
of
his
children. This is not the angry, vengeful
God of former understanding. This is
the God of love, of healing, of binding
up, and of setting free. This is God the
parent….God the loving Father.

And that, ultimately, is the good news
that we are called to announce, this
coming Christmas and then every day
of the year. When we announce ‘peace
on Earth, and God’s goodwill to all
people on whom his favour rests’, we
speak of a transforming, overwhelming
Love, a love which proclaims good news
to the poor, which binds up the broken,
and releases the captives.
I’m frankly tired of the religious
voices who claim that every disaster
which befalls us is some kind of divine
punishment.
AIDS was never a
punishment from God, and nor is
COVID 19. They were both self-inflicted
wounds by an unwise humanity (who
released otherwise harmless animal
viruses
into
the
human
population).
The devastation of
earthquakes and even tsunamis are not
divine vengeance – but the self-inflicted
wounds of an unwise humanity, who
build cheap houses and beach resorts
in known earthquake zones. God does
not wage war, and he never requires
suicide bombers. God does not desire
vengeance or retribution…these things
are not the will of God.
God, rather, offers wisdom and
love. Through Jesus, he offers us life –
abundant life, filled with wisdom,
healing, sharing, and liberty. It’s Life
which goes on for ever. All we have to
do is look to the Light, and live in the
Light, of the wisdom and truth of Jesus
Christ.
Just as John the Baptiser
discovered that he must also
do. Amen.
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Jigsaw Frustration
Submitted by Jackie Martin

Earlier this year my dear friend Wyn gave me a jigsaw for my birthday and it
was of The Last Supper. During lock down I had enjoyed doing lots of jigsaws
thanks to Sandra, especially when the weather was wet, and I could not get in
the garden.
For the next few weeks, it was fine, so I was working in the garden.
Talking to Wyn when she was in hospital she asked me how I was getting on
with the puzzle and when I said I had not started it she replied “you will not
get anything else from me” in the way she teased. So, I thought I had better
make a start and I found it was very difficult.
I have always completed the outside edge of a puzzle first before
starting on the picture. Well that was impossible as there were no straight
piece’s and very few interlocking pieces, also all the colours were very similar.
I spent several frustrating weeks working on this puzzle and rang Wyn several
times to tell her she was driving me to distraction to which she found very
funny.
I eventually completed the picture and managed the outside which was
very wriggly. Paul took a photo and took it show Wyn the weekend before she
died. I am so glad I persevered as it is a very special jigsaw with a fantastic
picture.
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Anthem of the Week
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
This week’s anthem of the week is called A tender shoot. The words for
this anthem were written by the English librettist, composer,
and writer. William Bartholomew (1793 – 1867). William
Bartholomew made his living as a chemist, but is best
remembered as the translator/text author for the premieres
of many of Mendelssohn's works in England; most notably
the anthem “Hear My Prayer” and the oratorio “Elijah” for its premiere
at the Birmingham Triennial Music Festival in 1846.
The music for the anthem is by the German composer,
conductor and pianist Otto Goldschmidt (1829 – 1907). Otto
Goldschmidt was born in Hamburg. His mother was an
excellent singer, pianist, violinist and harpist and,
unsurprisingly, focused on the musical education of her
children. Goldschmidt attended the Conservatory in Leipzig from 1843 to
1846 where he studied with Mendelssohn, who wrote that "Mr.
Goldschmidt has developed a fine talent for piano playing in gratifying
manner and also has shown not insignificant talent in composition for his
instrument." He also took private piano lessons with Clara Schumann. In
1852, Otto Goldschmidt married the world-famous soprano Jenny Lind
(1820 – 1887), who was known as the “Swedish Nightingale”. From
1858, they lived in London where Goldschmidt became a professor in
1863 and later vocal director at the Royal Academy of Music. In 1876, he
founded the Bach Choir, which he led until 1885. The Bach Choir is still
going strong today!
Here are the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge in action Click on this
link to watch and listen. I thought I’d get a video from King’s College in
as it’s so synonymous with this time of the year!
Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist
The voluntaries before the service this week are Fugues
on the Magnificat by the German composer, organist
and teacher Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706). Johann
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Pachelbel is best known today for “Pachelbel’s Canon”, so if you ever
wondered who wrote Pachelbel’s Canon, now you know! Although
Pachelbel is known today for writing a “one hit wonder”, he composed a
large body of sacred and secular music which enjoyed enormous
popularity during his lifetime. His music became a model for the
composers of south and central Germany in the late 17 th / early 18th
century.
For the final time this year (promise), the voluntary after the service is
version four of Wake O wake with tidings thrilling. This week’s
version is by the German composer Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877 –
1933). Like Otto Goldschmidt, Karg-Elert studied at the
Conservatory in Leipzig and returned there in 1919 to be an
instructor of music theory and composition. Karg-Elert treats
the chorale melody in quite a flamboyant way and decides to get the
organist to use both feet and virtually all fingers and thumbs of both
hands at the same time. To prove it, here’s what the end of the music
looks like…

The music is written on three lines: top line = right hand, middle line =
left hand, bottom line = pedals, so the organist is reading the music
vertically and horizontally. Normally the bottom line just has one note at
a time, but Karg-Elert decides to have two, which means the organist has
to do what is known as “double pedalling”. I call it my Sunday morning
workout…
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Hymns, Readings and Prayers for Services
from
Sunday 20th December 2020
to
Sunday 3rd January 2021
Except:
Community Carol Service Sheet,
(Sunday 20 Dec at 4pm)
and

Crib and Carol Service
(Christmas Eve at 4pm)
both of which can be downloaded from
https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 20 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn (605)
Words: George Bourne Timms (b.1910)

1. Sing we of the blessed Mother
who received the angel’s word,
and obedient to his summons
bore in love the infant Lord;
sing we of the joys of Mary
at whose breast that child was fed,
who is Son of God eternal
and the everlasting Bread.

3. Sing again the joys of Mary
when she saw the risen Lord,
and, in prayer with Christ’s apostles,
waited on his promised word:
from on high the blazing glory
of the Spirit’s presence came,
heav’nly breath of God’s own being,
manifest through wind and flame.

2. Sing we, too of Mary’s sorrows,
of the sword that pierced her through,
when beneath the cross of Jesus
she his weight of suff’ring knew,
looked upon her Son and Saviour
reigning high on Calv’ry’s tree,
saw the price of our redemption
paid to set the sinner free.

4. Sing the greatest joy of Mary
when on earth her work was done,
and the Lord of all creation
brought her to his heav’nly home:
virgin mother, Mary blessed,
raised on high and crowned with grace,
may your Son, the world’s redeemer,
grant us all to see his face.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord,
merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory
may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.

Collect
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
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when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (16.25-27)
St Paul concludes his letter to the church in Rome with a reflection about how
Jesus Christ reveals something of the mystery of God.
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! Amen.

Gospel Reading Luke 1.26-38)
Mary hears and responds to the news that she is to be the mother of Jesus.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God.
‘And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will
be impossible with God.’
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
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Communion Hymn 678
English Traditional

1. This is the truth sent from above,
the truth of God, the God of love;
therefore don’t turn me from the door,
but hearken all, both rich and poor

6. And at this season of the year
our blest Redeemer did appear,
and he did live, and here did preach,
and many thousands he did teach.

2. The first thing that I will relate,
that God at first did man create;
the next thing which to you I tell woman was made with him to dwell,

7. Thus he in love to us behaved,
to show us how we must be saved;
and if you want to know the way,
be pleased to hear what he did say:

3. Then after that ‘twas God’s own
choice
to place them both in paradise,
there to remain from evil free
except they ate of such a tree.

8. ‘Go preach the gospel,’ now he said,
‘to all the nations that are made!
And those that do believe on me,
from all their sins I’ll set them free.’
9. O seek! O seek of God above
that saving faith that works by love!
And, if he’s pleased to grant thee this,
thou’rt sure to have eternal bliss,

4. But they did eat, which was a sin,
and thus their ruin did beginruined themselves, both you and me,
and all of our posterity.

10. God grant to all within this place
true saving faith, that special grace
which to his people doth belong:
and this I close my Advent song.

5. Thus we were heirs to endless woes
till God the Lord did interpose;
and so a promise soon did run:
that he’s redeem us by his Son.

Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. .
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Hymn 631
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) based on Luke 1.46-55
Tune: Woodlands, Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore.

Note: 4pm Community Carol Service - service sheet is available at
www.stfaith.com/services (No evensong tonight).

Christmas Eve:
10.30am - Traditional Communion Service (no hymns - service follows the
pattern available at https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/)
4pm Crib and Carol Service - please watch online at www.stfaith.com
Carols will include:
O Come all ye faithful
Little Donkey
Away in a manger
While Shepherds watched
Hark the Herald Angels sing
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The First Communion of Christmas
(also known as Midnight Mass
11.30pm– Thursday 24 December
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Opening Hymn (CfC 260)
Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Tune: Irby, melody by H J Gauntlett (1805-1876)

1. Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
2. He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and mean, and lowly,
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. For he is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.

4. And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

5. Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
when like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
God our Father,
tonight the Saviour is born
and those who live in darkness are seeing a great light.
Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy,
to live in the light of your Son
and to share the good news of your love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
the light who has come into the world.
Collect
Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth,
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (52.7-10)
Writing several hundred years before the birth of Jesus,
the prophet looks forward to God coming to be with his people.
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to
Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for
in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has
redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Gospel Reading (John 1.1-14)
Using poetic images of ‘Word’ and ‘light’ for Jesus, the gospel writer
contemplates the mystery that Jesus is both fully God and fully human.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What came into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
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the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Offertory Hymn (CfC 226)
Words: attributed to J F Wade (1711-1786), trans. Frederick Oakley (1802-1880) & others
Tune: Adeste Fidelis, attributed to J F Wade (1711-1786)

1.
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him
born the King of Angels:

3. Sing choirs of angels,
Sing in exaltation,
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God,
In the highest.

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
2. God of God,
Light of Light,
lo! he abhors not
the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten,
not created:

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning,
Jesu to thee be glory given.
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing.
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Post Communion Prayer
God our Father,
in this night you have made known to us again
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him
until the day dawns
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.
To him be glory both now and for ever.

Hymn (HON 588)
Words: Edward Caswall (1814-1878)
Tune: Humility, John Goss (1800-1880)

1. See, amid the winter’s snow,
born for us on earth below,
see, the tender Lamb appears,
promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn,
hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

4. ‘As we watched at dead of night,
there appeared a wondrous light;
angels, singing peace on earth,
told us of the Saviour’s birth.’

5. Sacred infant, all divine,
what a tender love was thine,
thus to come from highest bliss,
down to such a world as this!

2. Lo, within a manger lies
he who built the starry skies;
he who, throned in heights sublime,
sits amid the cherubim.
3. Say, you holy shepherds, say,
what your joyful news today?
Wherefore have you left your sheep
on the lonely mountain steep?

Blessing
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with peace and goodwill
and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
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Christmas Day
9.30am Christmas Morning Communion
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn (CfC 234)
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Tune: Forest Green, English traditional arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

1. O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
met in thee tonight.

3. How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him are
still,
The dear Christ enters in.

2. O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in:
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.

The Collect
Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah (9.2-7)
Writing several hundred years before the birth of Jesus,
the prophet sees the coming of the light and peace of God.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; the rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For
the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel
for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for
evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Gospel Reading (Luke 2.1-14)
St Luke tells the story of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favours!’
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Hymn (CfC 174)
Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
Music: Harold Darke (1888-1976)

1. In the bleak midwinter
frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow,
snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter
long ago.

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him
nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign:
In the bleak midwinter
a stable place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty
Jesus Christ.

3. Enough for him, whom cherubim
worship night and day,
a breast full of milk
and a manger full of hay;
enough for him, whom angels
fall down before,
the ox and ass and camel
which adore.

4. What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
if I were a Wise Man
I would do my part,
yet what I can I give him,
give my heart.

Post Communion Prayer
God our Father,
whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord.

40

Hymn (CfC 83)
Words: English traditional
Tune: God rest you merry, English traditional

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen,
let nothing you dismay,
for Jesus Christ our Saviour
was born upon this day,
to save us all from Satan’s power
when we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

3. The shepherds at those tidings
rejoicèd much in mind,
and left their flocks a-feeding
in tempest, storm and wind,
and went to Bethl’hem straightaway
this blessed babe to find:
4. But when to Bethlehem they came,
whereat this infant lay,
they found him in a manger,
where oxen feed on hay;
his mother Mary kneeling,
unto the Lord did pray:

2. From God our heavenly Father
a blessed angel came,
and unto certain shepherds
brought tidings of the same,
how that in Bethlehem was born
the Son of God by name:

5. Now to the Lord sing praises,
all you within this place,
and with true love and brotherhood
each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas
all others doth deface:

Blessing
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with peace and goodwill
and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
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Hymns and Readings -Sunday 27 December
First Sunday of Christmas—9.30am Parish Communion
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn 700
Words: 15th century Latin, trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) alt.
Tune: Puer Nobis, from Piae Cantiones (1582)

1. Unto us a boy is born!
King of all creation;
came he to a world forlorn,
the Lord of every nation,
the Lord of every nation.

3. Then the fearful Herod cried,
‘Power is mine in Jewry!’
So the blameless children died
the victims of his fury,
the victims of his fury.

2. Cradled in a stall was he,
watched by cows and asses;
but the very beasts could see
that he the world surpasses,
that he the world surpasses.

4. Now may Mary’s son, who came
long ago to love us,
lead us all with hearts aflame
unto the joys above us,
unto the joys above us.

5. Omega and Alpha he!
Let the organ thunder,
while the choir with peals of glee
shall rend the air asunder,
shall rend the air asunder.

The Collect
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
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A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (2.11-14)
Writing to the young church in Galatia, St Paul explains how
Jesus changes our understanding of our relationship with God.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as children. And because you are his children, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,
through God.
Gospel Reading (Luke 2.15-21)
The shepherds visit Mary, Joseph and Jesus.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all that they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.
Communion Hymn 36
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854)
Tune: Iris, traditional French or Flemish

1. Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
ye who sang creation’s story
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born King;
come and worship,
worship Christ, the new-born King.
2. Shepherds, in the field abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant Light:
43

3. Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar:
seek the great Desire of Nations;
ye have seen his natal star:
4. Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear:

5. Though an infant now we view him,
he shall fill his Father’s throne,
gather all the nations to him;
every knee shall then bow down:
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born King;
come and worship,
worship Christ, the new-born King.

Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life on an earthly home;
help your Church to live as one family,
united in love and obedience,
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn 370
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) alt.
Tune: Antioch, G F Handel (1685-1759)

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns;
let us our songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, and wonders of his love.
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Blessing
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with peace and goodwill
and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Thursday 31st December
10.30am - Traditional Communion Service (no hymns - service follows the pattern available at https://stfaith.com/livestreamedservices/)
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 27 December
Hymn 776
Words: Anon.
Tune: Away in a manger, W J Kirkpatrick

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Psalm 132
1 Lord, remember for David
all the hardships he endured;
2 How he swore an oath to the Lord
and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob:
3 ‘I will not come within the shelter of my house,
nor climb up into my bed;
4 ‘I will not allow my eyes to sleep,
nor let my eyelids slumber,
5 ‘Until I find a place for the Lord,
a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.’
6 Now, we heard of the ark in Ephrathah
and found it in the fields of Ja-ar.
7 Let us enter his dwelling place
and fall low before his footstool.
8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting place,
you and the ark of your strength.
9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness
and your faithful ones sing with joy.
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10 For your servant David’s sake,
turn not away the face of your anointed.
11 The Lord has sworn an oath to David,
a promise from which he will not shrink:
12 ‘Of the fruit of your body
shall I set upon your throne.
13 ‘If your children keep my covenant
and my testimonies that I shall teach them,
their children also shall sit upon your throne for evermore.’
14 For the Lord has chosen Zion for himself;
he has desired her for his habitation:
15 ‘This shall be my resting place for ever;
here will I dwell, for I have longed for her.
16 ‘I will abundantly bless her provision;
her poor will I satisfy with bread.
17 ‘I will clothe her priests with salvation,
and her faithful ones shall rejoice and sing.
18 ‘There will I make a horn to spring up for David;
I will keep a lantern burning for my anointed.
19 ‘As for his enemies, I will clothe them with shame;
but on him shall his crown be bright.’

Isaiah 35
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to
those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He
will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not
even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there.
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And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Colossians 1:9-20
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for
you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the
knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from
his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience,
while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through
the blood of his cross.

Hymn 645
1. The holly and the ivy
When they are both full grown
Of all trees that are in the wood
The holly bears the crown
O, the rising of the sun
And the running of the deer
The playing of the merry organ
Sweet singing in the choir

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To do poor sinners good
4. The holly bears a prickle
As sharp as any thorn
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
On Christmas Day in the morn
5. The holly bears a bark
As bitter as any gall
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
For to redeem us all
O, the rising of the sun
And the running of the deer
The playing of the merry organ
Sweet singing in the choir

2. The holly bears a blossom
As white as lily flow'r
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To be our dear Saviour
3.The holly bears a berry
As red as any blood
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Watchnight Service
11.30pm Thursday 31 December
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn:148
Words George Woodward (1848-1934)
Tune: Bransle De L’Official: Traditional French melody arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926)

1. Ding dong merrily on high,
In heav'n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv'n with angel singing.

2. E'en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And io, io, io!
By priest and people sungen.

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

3. Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime
Your evetime song, ye singers.

The Collect
Eternal Lord God,
We give you thanks for bringing us through the changes of time
to the beginning of another year.
Forgive us the wrong we have done in the year that is past,
and help us to spend the rest of our days
to your honour and glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord

Reading: Psalm 96.1, 11-end
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Let the heavens
be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the
field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for
joy before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will
judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.

Gospel Reading: John 1.1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkess, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a wit
ness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was giv
en through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.

Hymn 221
Words: Arthur Ainger (1841-1919) adapted by Michael Forster (b.1946)
Tune: Benson: Millicent Kingham (1866-1894)

1.God is working his purpose out
as year succeeds to year:
God is working his purpose out,
and the day is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

3. How can we do to work God's work,
to prosper and increase
harmony in the human race,
the reign of the perfect Peace?
What can we do to urge the time-the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

2. From utmost east to the utmost west,
wherever foot hath trod,
through the mouth of his messengers
echoes the voice of God;
listen to me, ye continents,
ye islands, give ear to me,
that earth may filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

4. March we forth in the strength of
God,
his banner is unfurled,
let the light of the gospel shine
in the darkness of the world:
strengthen the weary, heal the sick
and set every captive free,
that earth may filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
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5. All our efforts are nothing worth
unless God bless the deed;
vain our hopes for the harvest-tide
till he brings life to the seed;
yet ever nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

New Year Covenant
Eternal God
in your faithful and enduring love
you call us to share in your gracious covenant in Jesus Christ.
In obedience we hear and accept your commands;
In love we seek to do your perfect will;
with joy we offer ourselves anew to you.
We are no longer our own, but yours.

Hymn 409
Words: Timothy Dudley Smith 9 b. 19260
Tune: Lord of the years: Michael Baughen (b.1930)

1. Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.
2. Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.
3. Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.
4. Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt you,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.
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5. Lord for ourselves; in living power remake usself on the cross, and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Blessing and Sending
All
All
All
All
All
All

Jesus, Lord of time,
hold us in your eternity.
Jesus, image of God,
travel with us the life of faith,
Jesus, friend of sinners,
heal the brokenness of our world.
Jesus, Lord of tomorrow
draw us into your future. Amen
And the blessing...
Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
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Hymns and Readings -Sunday 3rd January
Epiphany - 9.30am Parish Communion
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Hymn 552
Words: J S B Monsell (1811-1875)
Tune: Was Lebet, melody from the Rheinhardt MS (1754)

1. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.
2. Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness:
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

3. Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.
4. These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

The Collect
O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah (60.1-6)
Writing at around the time of the end of the Babylonian exile,
the prophet foresees a bright future for God’s people.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because
the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come
to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Matthew 2.1-12)
The Magi (or “wise men”) encounter Herod, before discovering
Jesus the king in an unexpected location.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him:
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.’
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
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Hymn 49
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898), alt.
Tune: Dix, adapted from Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) by William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

1. As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

2. As with joyful steps they sped
to that lowly manger-bed,
there to bend the knee before
him whom heaven and earth adore,
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

3. As their precious gifts they laid
at thy manger roughly made,
so may we with holy joy,
pure, and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heavenly King.

Post Conmmunion Prayer
Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn 724
Words: John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) alt.
Tune: Kings of Orient, John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891)

1. We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar;
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
2. Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
gold I bring, to crown him again,
King for ever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.

3. Frankincense to offer have I,
incense owns a Deity nigh,
prayer and praising, gladly raising,
worship him, God most high.
4. Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

5. Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and sacrifice;
alleluia, alleluia,
55 earth to heaven replies.

Blessing
Christ our Lord,
to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory
and pour upon you the riches of his grace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 3 January—Epiphany
Hymn 85
1. Brightest and best of the suns of the morning,
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
2. Cold on his cradle the dew drops are shining;
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
angels adore him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
odours of Edom, and off’rings divine,
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?
4. Vainly we offer each humble oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favour secure:
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Psalm 2
Why do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces
And cast away Their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The Lord shall hold them in derision.
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure:
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6 “Yet I have [e]set My King
On My holy hill of Zion.”
7 “I will declare the decree:
The Lord has said to Me,
‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron;
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ”
10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings;
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear,
And rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry,
And you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.
Reading: Ruth, chapter 4, verses 1-17
Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz had spoken came by. So Boaz said, “Come aside, friend,
sit down here.” So he came aside and sat down. And he took ten men of the
elders of the city, and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. Then he said
to the close relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab,
sold the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech. And I
thought to inform you, saying, ‘Buy it back in the presence of the inhabitants
and the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will
not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know; for there is no one but you to
redeem it, and I am next after you.’ ” And he said, “I will redeem it.”
Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi,
you must also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance.” And the close relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheritance. You
redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”
Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and
gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel. Therefore the close
relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he took off his sandal. And Boaz
said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have
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bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from
the hand of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I
have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his
inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his
brethren and from his position at the gate. You are witnesses this day.”
And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We are
witnesses. The Lord make the woman who is coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel; and may you prosper in
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. May your house be like the house of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring which the Lord
will give you from this young woman.”
So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to
her, the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said
to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a close
relative; and may his name be famous in Israel! And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who
loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Then Naomi
took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him. Also
the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of
David.
Reading: Colossians chapter 4, verses 2-18
Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the
word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that I may
make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.
Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know
how you ought to answer each one. Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. I am
sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved
brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are
happening here.
Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome
him), and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the
kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
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Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always
laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and
those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. Luke the beloved physician
and Demas greet you. Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas
and the church that is in his house.
Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the
church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.
And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the
Lord, that you may fulfill it.”
This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be
with you. Amen.

Hymn 552
Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875)
Tune: Was Lebet, Melody from the ‘Rheinhardt MS’ Üttingen (1754)

1. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.
2. Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness:
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

3. Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the off’rings to lay on his shrine.
4. These, though we bring them in tembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.
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