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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

The World  
Including St John the 

Divine, Ghana 
Rod & Glenda Thomas  

 

The Diocese  
For the Bishop and all 

those planning the 
future of Diocesan life 

post-COVID. 
For Archdeacon Gavin 

as his moves to 
becoming Bishop of 

Dorchester 
 
 

Our Parish & 
Community 

Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Little Seeds & TAT, 
Schools and health-
care facilities, shops 
and council workers. 

 
 

Those in Urgent 
Need 

Marlene Sharpe 
Pauline Kaznowski 

Clive Barnett 
Rosemary Horsey  

 
 

The Recently 
Departed 

Philip Roberts-West 
 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

2nd Richard Tyner 
4th John Smythe 

 

LIVE EVENTS 

Thursday Eucharist at 10.30am: 

click here (from 10.25am)  

to participate via Facebook) 

or www.stfaith.com (to just watch) 

 

The Catechism Course—Friday 7pm 

Please click here to join in.  Password 129310 

 

Sunday Eucharist at 9.30: 

(And Wednesday Lunchtime Concerts) 

click here to participate via Facebook) 

or www.stfaith.com (to just watch) 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm: 

click here (from 5.55pm) 

 

Monday Tea & Chat at 3pm: 

click here (from 3pm) 

 

SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION FOR THIS 
WEEK’S HYMNS AND READINGS.   

 

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 

Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after 
the fact via the Videos section of our Facebook 

page.  Just click here to view. 

This Week... 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88397539174?pwd=QnVURlAzbXc5TUFNS01yVjhrYjNrQT09
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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submitted by Sybel Laird  
 
 Either we have hope within us or we do not. 

 
It is a dimension of the soul and is not essentially dependent on some 
particular observation of the world. 
 
Hope is an orientation of the spirit, an orientation of the heart. It 
transcends the world that is immediately experienced and is anchored 
somewhere beyond our boundaries. 
 
Hope is this deep and powerful sense, is not the same as joy that things 
are going well, or willingness to invest in enterprises that are obviously 
headed for early success, but rather an ability to work for something 
because it is good, not because it stands a chance to succeed. 
 
Hope is definitely not the same as optimism. It is not the conviction that 
something will turn out well, but certainly that something makes sense 
regardless of how it turns out. 
 
It is hope, above all which gives us the strength to live and continually 
try new things. 

 
Victor Havel—who suffered as a writer and dissident under the 
communist regime in Czechoslovakia and later became President of the 
Czech Republic in 1993. 

submitted by Sheilah Legg 
 

Everyone knows that Yorkshire is God's Own Country but people were 
surprised to see God walking about. 

"What are You doing here?" they asked. 
"Working from home." came the answer! 

God’s own country 

Hope 
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Victorian Havant 
Submitted by Ann Griffiths 

The Soup Kitchen and Coal Fund 
In January1875 the Hampshire Telegraph reported that due to the severity 
of the weather, 'it is proposed to begin the operations of these charities 
and the soup kitchen will open today, Saturday'. Those in need were invited 
to obtain tickets from the district visitors, though it was not clear how easily 
this could be achieved. 
 

Pocket Picking in Church 

In the 18th and 19th centuries thieves who removed men's wallets and cut 
the strings of ladies' pockets were known as 'pickpockets'. In April 1876 the 
Hampshire Advertiser reported that, 'Since the late confirmation service 
held in the parish of Havant, we have heard of several ladies who were 
unfortunate enough to lose their pockets and as none have since been 
recovered there can be no doubt that they were taken by practised hands'. 
 

Church Railings 

'The Churchwardens of the Parish decided to effect a much-needed 
improvement by not only repairing the fence on the south side of the 
churchyard but also by removing the wall of the north and east sides and 
replacing it with a handsome iron railing. The work has been entrusted to 
Mr Arter of this town'. (Hampshire Telegraph 6.1.1889). 
In 1894, the News reported that due to the success of the recent bazaar, 
the Rector had been able to pay off the long-standing account for the 
railings. round the church wall, the amount being £128 1s 6d. 
In 1942 the railings were removed by order of the Ministry of Defence in 
aid of the war effort! 

Before After 
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Christmas Market Saturday  
12th December 10am – 2pm 

This is the first Christmas Market we have done at St. Faith’s and what a 
year to choose!  As I keep reminding myself we wanted to do something 
a little bit normal, with and for the community, and that is really what it is 

all about.   
So there will be all sorts of 
craft stalls with gifts and 
decorations. Endless Gifts, one 
of our local independent shops 
will be joining us. Many 
community groups including 
Tradecraft, Help Palestine, 
Havant Civic Society, Havant 
Horticultural Society, the 
church Charity Shop and St 
Faith’s will have a few stalls 
too. This is where you may be 
able to help: 
Cakes – could you make a cake 
or two………..? 
Bottle stall – bottles of all 
descriptions would be most 
welcome and bottle bags to 
put them in! 
Tombola stall – new items , 
from chocolate to perhaps 

some of those interesting gifts that we have received! Books – in good 
condition please. Christmas and gifts.  
Grand draw – if you have not received raffle tickets, please let us know 
and we will get some to you for a chance to win £100. 
If you have things to donate and would like them collected, do let us 
know and we can arrange collection. 
It would be very helpful to have items for the bottle and tombola ahead 
of the Market to allow time for preparation.   
The church will be open on Friday 11th December from 10am until 2pm 
and 5.30-6.30pm for you to drop off donations.   Sandra Haggan 
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 ST FAITH’S SHOP IS  OPENING! 

In line with the Government’s guidance, St Faith’s 
Shop will open again this week, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday mornings.  (Opening days and 
times are limited, due to the sensible self-shielding of 

some volunteers.) 
 

Please also take notice of the advert below… we really 
need some new volunteers - not least to increase 

opening hours! 
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Continuing FRIDAY—at 7pm 

It’s not too late to join! 

The Anglican Catechism 

The 1662 ‘Catechism’ is a statement of the core beliefs of the 
Christian Faith, expressed through the Anglican Tradition.  
Explore it with Canon Tom on Zoom, on Fridays at 7pm. 
Teaching and discussion, from the comfort of your own home!  
Here’s an initial course outline: 

1) Introduction - general history, plus the devil, ’pomp and 
vanity’ and ’sinful lusts’(!) 

2) The Creed - what should we believe?  

3) The Ten Commandments 

4) THIS WEEK:  The Lord’s Prayer 

5) The Sacraments (Communion and Baptism) 

6) Preparing to worship 

This course is suitable for EVERYONE - seasoned Christians 
AND anyone wanting know more about the Christian Faith as 
we express it here at St Faith’s.  It is especially recommended 
for anyone considering either Baptism or Confirmation into the 
Anglican Church (a.k.a. the Church of England).   

There will be NO exam at the end! 

To take part, simply click on this link.  You will need the 
following password to log-in:  129310  

Slides from the first two sessions, and a full recording of the 
session on the Creed are available on request to 
tomkennar@gmail.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88397539174?pwd=QnVURlAzbXc5TUFNS01yVjhrYjNrQT09
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A rare opportunity! 
Church authorities, especially the Diocese, are 
notoriously cautious about installing personal 
memorials in church (lest church buildings become 
mausoleums).  However, we are on the verge of 
obtaining permission for 130 memorials to be carved 
onto our newly conceived and designed furnishings.  
This opportunity will be available, for the cost of 
£650, to only 130 people in the parish.  So this will 
be YOUR RARE opportunity for a permanent 
memorial to your loved ones.  (Seats may also be 
simply donated, or dedicated by a group). 
 More details will follow, in the coming weeks - 
assuming that final permission for our scheme is given 
by Diocesan officials.  In the meantime, we invite you 
to consider whether YOU want to be one of the 130 
people who will make our seating-dream a reality, 
with a  loving memorial.  Let Tom know if you’d like 
to reserve a booking form.  He’s making a list...and 
checking it twice! 

Service for Remembering Loved Ones 

Our service for remembering loved ones will be on Sunday 13th December 
at 4pm, led by Sandra Haggan and Jackie Brookfield  As with other 
services at this time, numbers will be restricted and places must be booked 
in advance with Sandra (see page 1).  The service will also be livestreamed 
on the Facebook page. 
 Blank stars to decorate are available to collect from church and can 
be added to the tree at any time when the church is open, or left for 
church staff and other worshippers to hang during the service.   
 Please let Sandra have names of loved ones that you would like 
remembered in prayer during the service. 
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During the enforced break for Little Seeds, Sandra has set some activi-
ties for the little ones. Here is a selection of advent candles they have 
recently made at home. Well done Little Seeds! 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Christmas Carols 
Submitted by Hilary Deadman 

Check the Halls with Buddy Holly 
We three kings of porridge and tar 

On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me 
Noel, Noel, Barney’s the king of Israel 

With the jelly toast proclaim 
Sleep in heavenly peas 
O come froggy faithful 

Please do not forget the appeal for gifts for the women in the Refuges 
in Havant.  This year in particular has been a difficult one for us all but 
it is even harder if your life has been turned upside down by domestic 
abuse.  Every resident at the Refuge will receive presents of toiletries, 
jewelry, scarves etc and we as St Faith’s congregation have always giv-
en generously towards this.  Now that the Church will be open for ser-
vices gifts of these things may be brought to church and left with the 
servers at the reception table or they can be brought and given to 
Sandra when the building is open for private prayer.  Alternatively, 
contact Sandra Haggan on 07452982287 or Hilary Deadman on 
02392471241. Thank you! 

Little Seeds Advent Candles 

Made by Theo Olivia and Bree’s Advent Candles 

Please don’t forget... 
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Activities at St Albans 

submitted by Naomi from Tim Heaton 
 

It’s good to know with a month in hand that three households will be allowed 
to gather together over five days at Christmas, a scheme the government has 
cleverly modelled on the first Christmas.  

There was the Holy Family of course, then the innkeeper’s family who popped 
in from time to time to make sure everything was alright, and the shepherds, 
who were all in one support bubble as they shared a shepherd’s hut out in the 
fields. (The wise men didn’t get there till much later, when the Rule of Six was 
back in play, which is why there were only three of them.)  

The first Christmas was pretty simple – it’s OK if yours is too. 

In light of announcements about 
Christmas 
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Churches Homeless Action 

 

Portsmouth Churches Homeless Action has once again asked us to get 
involved in a scheme to make Christmas brighter for vulnerable families, 
asylum seekers, homeless people and women who have suffered domestic 
violence.  Each year, churchgoers donate gift vouchers worth £5 from shops 
such as major stores (like Boots, Argos, Waitrose and Tesco), and give them 
to those in need – so they can buy themselves or their loved ones Christmas 
presents.  
 Those who donate often put the gift voucher into a Christmas card, 
wishing the recipient a happy Christmas. And the cards and vouchers are 
passed to those in need by agencies who work with them – the Society of St 
James; St Simon’s Sunday Suppers; Southern Domestic Abuse Service; 
Friends Without Borders and others.  This can be done again, this year, and 
delivered to the Church, Parish Office or Rectory BY 17 December (please!).  
Cheques payable to ‘St Mary’s Church’ (who are co-ordinating donations) 
may also be made, or cash (in an envelope marked ‘Churches Homeless 
Action’. 
 This year, especially with the challenges of COVID, you may prefer, to 
donate online.  If so, please donate to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund at 
this link:  click here.  Funds donated will be used for the relief of poverty and 
homeless in Havant - but if you wish your donation to go especially to the 
Portsmouth Scheme, please email your request to tomkennar@gmail.com   

We normally bring our Christmas cards into church and sort and share 
but this year is different and for many that willW not be possible, so 
what we are going to do is offer a delivery service. 
 Cards can be left in church before or after services on Thursdays 
and Sundays or when we are open for private prayer on Tuesdays (11-
2), Fridays (10-2) or at the parish office.  Last posting date is Sunday 
13th December. 
 If cards need to be collected do let us know.  If you would like to 
be a temporary post person, do let me know that too! 
 

Sandra Haggan (02392 455161) 

Christmas Post 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12789#!/DonationDetails
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A Heavenly Host! 

With thanks to all our volunteers for 
this beautiful  host of knitted  angels 
for distribution around Havant during 
the festive season. 
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Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on 
Thursday 26th November 

 

Reading:  Revelation 18 and Luke 
21.20–28 
In case you didn’t know, we are in the 
dying days of the Church’s liturgical 
year.  The new year begins for us on 
Sunday, with the first Sunday of 
Advent.  In the midst of winter 
darkness, we seek shelter, warmth 
and light.  With our ancestors of faith, 
we await the promise of a coming 
Messiah, who will save us and lead us 
beyond the darkness.   
 But in these dying days, the 
Lectionary does not let us rest in 
peaceful slumber.  After the glorious 
vision of Christ the King which we 
shared on Sunday, we now find 
ourselves confronted with apocalyptic 
visions.  In Revelation, today, we meet 
the ‘Great Whore of Babylon’, and 
witness the promise that her reign 
over the earth will one day end.   

 
 
 
 
Dominica 
Campagnola 
1500-1564 
 
 
 
 
 

And then in the Gospel reading, we 
read Jesus’ dire predictions of the 

destruction of Jerusalem – which 
actually did take place, about 40 years 
later.  These visions are reminders to 
us that although Christ reigns today in 
heaven, ‘on the right hand of the 
Father’, his work of fully establishing 
God’s kingdom on earth is not yet 
done.  There is still much struggle 
ahead. 
 ‘Babylon’ is a very particular 
biblical metaphor.  Based on the idea 
of the city which carried off Jewish 
leaders into Exile, 500 years or so 
before Jesus, the Babylon of the book 
of Revelation is generally thought to 
represent the city (and the political 
and economic structures) of 
Rome.  When John prophecies the 
overthrow of Babylon, he predicts the 
Fall of Rome.  Later scholars have 
suggested that Babylon represents 
any economic or religious structure 
which runs counter to the principles 
of the Gospel.  Throughout history, 
Babylon has been associated with 
Jerusalem itself, the Roman Catholic 
Church, and these days, even the cites 
of Washington DC, Brussels, 
Strasbourg and London!  
 Too many religious leaders – 
especially among the Christian 
churches – have tried to read the 
book of Revelation as if it were a 
coded message to the 20th or 21st 
centuries.  “Look!” they will say, “the 
downfall of the whore of Babylon is a 
description of the American war 
against Iraq (which is modern-day 

 The Whore of Babylon 
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Babylon)”.  Then, they will make a leap 
of prediction, and claim that this means 
Jesus is coming soon…any day 
now.  Unfortunately, the messy history 
of church claims about the imminent 
return of Jesus suggest that they are 
probably wrong. 
 But as with all biblical prophecy, 
we must be cautious of trying to fit our 
context into the context of the biblical 
writers.  We need to hear the hope, and 
the fear that they were expressing 
about their own time and their own 
world – and then consider what 
parallels there are for us today.  For 
there are indeed many parallels 
between our world and the world of the 
Bible.   
 The kinds of signs which 
commonly accompany ‘end times’ 
prophecies are exactly the sort of things 
we see and hear around us today.  Wars 
and rumours of wars.  Famines and 
earthquakes.  And plagues.  No biblical 
writer ever heard of COVID-19….but 
after the ‘hell on earth’ of 2020, we 
know all about plagues! 
 War.  Famine.  Earthquakes and 
sickness.  These are the Big Four – the 
things which have the most potential to 
disrupt our comfortable 
existences.  These are the four major 
events that human beings feel most 
powerless about, on an individual 
level.  But it is our very impotence in the 
face of such existential threats which 
offer the chance for God to break 
through.  Confronted by the reality of 
war, many people will seek 
peace.  Confronted by the reality of 
famine and earthquakes, many people 
will respond with charity.  Confronted 

by a plague, even politicians may come 
together in common purpose, and find 
the resources to help scientists find a 
vaccine. 
 You see, this is what God 
does.  He enters into the darkest 
corners of human existence, and by his 
presence he redeems us.  His spirit 
whispers ‘Make peace’ to the Generals 
who could unleash hell.  His spirit 
whispers ‘share your wealth’ to the rich 
nations, when famine or natural 
disaster strikes the poor.  His spirit 
whispers ‘come together, co-operate’ 
when pandemic plagues threaten the 
world.      
 The most graphic example of 
Jesus turning darkness to light is 
perhaps the work of the Cross, 
transformed into Resurrection.  But 
that’s just the most graphic 
example.  For this work – of turning 
darkness into light, despair into hope, 
sickness into healing, war into peace…
this is the work of Jesus, every day.  In 
this sense, Christ the King is truly on his 
throne – proclaiming through the Spirit 
of Truth the Laws of the Kingdom to all 
his subjects.  “Seek peace, give love, co-
operate together and bind up the 
broken”. 
 So as we move towards the time 
of anticipation which Advent affords, let 
each of us ask ourselves whether we 
have truly heard and answered the call 
of the King of Kings.  Let each of us 
commit ourselves anew – let us be 
‘stirred up’ (in the words of this week’s 
collect) to ‘seek peace, give love, co-
operate together and bind up the 
broken’.  Amen. 



 

19 

Come and meet the people who 
were there when Jesus came into 
the world! 
 All the people you 
remember from the Christmas 
story – and some that you’ve 
never met! – have captured on 
film their memories of the event 
that changed history. 
 Each day of Advent, starting on November 29th, you’ll find a new 
character telling their story. Just log on to our YouTube channel, our 
website or go to our Facebook page and click on the link to open the next 
window on your fabulous new Advent Calendar. 
 You’ll see the story you know so well through new eyes and 
discover exciting things you never thought of before. There’s mystery, 
scandal, intrigue, laughter, love and hope for the future – all just a click 
away.  It’s an Advent Calendar like no other! 
 
 
How to watch - just click on any of these links: 
 
Website:  http://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk    
 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0I-IVtK9Pc-tmJYh4gXefg 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/havantpassionplay  

http://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0I-IVtK9Pc-tmJYh4gXefg
https://www.facebook.com/havantpassionplay
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submitted by Peter Allman 
 

As  we Silver Surfers know, sometimes we have trouble with our 
computers. Yesterday, I had a problem, so I called Georgie, the 11 
year old next door, whose bedroom looks like Mission Control, and 
asked him to come over.  
Georgie clicked a couple of buttons and solved the problem.  As he 
was walking away, I called after him, 'So, what was wrong? 
He replied, 'It was an ID ten T error.' 
I didn't want to appear stupid, but nonetheless inquired, 'An, ID ten T 
error? What's that? In case I need to fix it  again.' 
Georgie grinned. 'Haven't you ever heard of an ID ten T error before? 
'No,' I replied. 
'Write it down,' he said, 'and I think you'll figure it out.' 
So I wrote down.  
ID10T      
I used to like Georgie, the little ………… 
 

 

 

Here’s our Sandra, modelling new bone china mugs of 
the church - which are on sale £8 each - all profits to the 
West End Toilet campaign.  They can be bought on Tues-
days (11-2) and Fridays (10-12) when the church is open 
for private prayer.  Great Christmas presents! 

Articles for the Corona Chronicle 

Silver Surfers 

St Faith Mugs 

If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email Pauline at 

office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.  
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Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last 
Sunday… 

29 November 2020— 
When, I wonder, did we forget how to 
wait for something. None of us like 
waiting, for anything.  We want what 
we want, and we want it now!  And, if 
we are one of the 1% of the world who 
have enough money to buy pretty much 
anything we want, we tend to get it…
now.   
 A couple of years ago, Clare came 
back from visiting a friend’s house, 
extolling the virtues of the new Amazon 
'Echo' device. ‘It's fantastic', she 
said.  You can just ask it to play the 
radio, or for a summary of the news 
headlines, or what the weather will be!   
I really fancy one for Christmas.'  Three 
days later, one arrived in our house! 
 The Season of Advent is the 
beginning of the Church’s New Year, 
and it is designed specifically to be a 
time of waiting. For the rest of our 
society, the New Year starts with a bang  
and fireworks…with a sense that we’ve  
‘arrived’ at something important. That’s 
odd, when you think about it. Why 
should the simple turn of the Calendar 
be something to be celebrated with 
dancing in the street and all night 
parties?  But the Church, deliberately, 
counter-culturally, starts its new year 
with two important words 
…’Coming’ (which is what ‘Advent’ 
means)…and ‘Wait’. 
 This year, with the challenges of 
COVID, none of us can wait for the 

whole messy business to be over.  We 
don’t want to wait.  Even the 
Government has felt pressured to relax 
sensible rules of social distancing over 
Christmas, because, they felt, society in 
general is simply incapable of 
waiting.  ‘Don’t ruin our Christmas!’ 
they have cried – even though many of 
them will go nowhere near a church, 
nor even ponder for a moment the 
meaning of the coming of Christ.  What 
would it matter if we delayed Christmas 
by a few months, until we’ve all been 
vaccinated?  But no, we don’t want to 
wait.  We must have what we want, and 
we want it NOW! 
 In Advent, we can’t help looking 
forward, because we see the way the 
world is now.  We yearn for God to put 
things right.  The writers of the Gospel’s 
shared in that sense of urgency.  Mark 
and Luke, for example, repeat a saying 
attributed to Jesus, which is (for me) 
one of the most intriguing lines of the 
New Testament: “Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place”.   Jesus 
is reported to have promised that his 
second coming was SO imminent, that 
the current generation would not pass 
away before that great event 
happened. 
 Well, that didn’t happen!  This is 
one of those examples of where we 
need to understand the context of the 
writers of Scripture.  Mark was writing 
at a time when Jesus had been gone for 
perhaps 30 years, and the early church 

Advent 1—Tired of waiting 
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was feeling the iron boot of Rome on its 
neck. Peter was probably in prison, 
along with Paul.  Rome was becoming 
increasingly hostile towards both Jews 
and the new cult of the Christians.   
 It should not surprise us that 
Mark, in reporting Jesus’ words from 
three decades before, has rather let his 
imagination run away with him.  He 
didn’t want to wait for God’s plan to be 
unfolded in God’s time.  Despite 
reporting that Jesus said ‘no-one will 
know the hour or the time of his 
coming’, Mark let his inner-optimist get 
the better of him…I suggest. 
 Or perhaps - Jesus is, in fact, 
already come, stealthily, in clouds.  That 
by his Holy Spirit, he is already among 
us.  That he is even now, continually, 
gathering his elect – his followers – 
from the ends of the earth.  Gathering 
us into churches, love-factories, for the 
spreading of his message of Love. 
 And, while we wait for the 
completion of the Reign of God, there is 
a very real sense in which God is 
already among us, already coming – in 
fact already here. 
 Every time an army lays down its 
weapons, and seeks peace - Jesus 
comes. 
 Every time politicians and 
scientists combine their efforts in 
unprecedented action to produce a 
vaccine – Jesus comes. 
 Every time a family is raised up of 
fear by the organisation Stop Domestic 
Abuse, Jesus comes. 
 Every time a lonely person finds a 
friend in our morning church-opening, 

or forthcoming Christmas Market, Jesus 
comes.   
 Every time one of our church 
members phones another church 
member just to chat – to make a 
connection - Jesus comes. 
 Every time a hungry family is fed 
by the Beacon or PO9 Foodbanks, Jesus 
comes. 
 Every time homeless people 
sleeping in our town are treated like the 
human beings they truly are, Jesus 
comes. 
 Every time that an alcoholic, a 
gambler, a drug user turns up to one of 
our Pallant Centre support groups, and 
says ‘NO!’ to their addiction, Jesus 
comes.  
 Every time an item of clothing is 
recycled through our shop, rather than 
added to the pile of human refuse, the 
planet is loved, and Jesus comes. 
 Every time a young person 
develops their human potential through 
Dynamo Youth Theatre, or a person 
with learning difficulties grows in 
confidence through Creating Chaos, or a 
teenager with mental health challenges 
is helped by MIND - Jesus comes. 
 Every time that SSAFA helps the 
poverty-stricken family of an armed 
services veteran, Jesus comes. 
 You see - signs of the kingdom 
are all around us.   
 Our task, like an alert house-
owner, is to keep awake.  To see the 
signs of the kingdom with open eyes, 
and join in with the activity of God, 
wherever it is found. Amen. 
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Anthem of the Week 

Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director 

This week’s anthem of the week is the Advent Message. The text for the 
anthem comes from the Revelation of John the Divine and from the 
book of the Prophet Isaiah. The music was composed in 1978 for Derek 
Dorey and St. Mildred’s church, Addiscombe (South London) by the 
British composer and organist Martin How (b.1931).  

Martin How was educated at Repton School in Deryshire, where he was 
a music scholar and Clare College Cambridge where he read music and 
theology and was organ scholar. After university, Martin How served in 
the army for two years and then worked as organist and choirmaster at 
Grimsby Minster. Martin How spent most of his career working for the 

Royal School of Church Music (RSCM), working as a 
choir trainer specializing in training and motivating 
young singers; and through this role he developed a 
Chorister Training Scheme, which has since been 
used in various forms across the world. Martin How 
inaugurated the Southern Cathedral Singers and 
travelled the world as a choral conductor, accompa-
nist, lecturer and adjudicator. In 1993, he was 

awarded an MBE for his services to church music. Although about to 
reach his 90th year, Martin How is still composing and plays the organ as 
a honorary member of the music team at Croydon Minster.  

Sadly, YouTube is notably lacking a good quality version of this anthem; 
something that St. Faith’s choir need to put right in the future perhaps!  

Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist 

The voluntary after the service last week was based on the 
great German chorale: Wake, O Wake with tidings thrilling. 
As things have transpired, we’re going to hear four different 
versions of this chorale over the four Sundays in Advent! 
This week, we’ll hear it before the service, in a version by 
the German composer, conductor, pianist, organist and 



 

24 

 

teacher Johann Baptist Joseph Maximilian Reger, who is commonly known 
as Max Reger (1873 – 1916). Reger worked as a concert pianist, as a musi-
cal director at the University Church in Leipzig and as a professor at the 
Royal Conservatory in Leipzig, which is the oldest school of music at univer-
sity level in Germany. Max Reger composed music for a variety of instru-
ments (including organ) and instrumental combinations.  

Regular worshippers at Havant might have noticed that I occasionally like 

to mix up a bit and play something loud before the service and something 

soft after the service. With this in mind, the voluntary after 

the service this week is a quieter one, by the famous German 

composer Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897). Although Brahms 

is better known for his symphonies and concertos, he did 

compose a few organ pieces, including the Eleven Chorale 

Preludes that were composed in 1896 and not published until 

after his death in 1902. I will be playing the ninth chorale prelude from the 

set, which is based around the beautiful chorale Est ist ein Ros’ entsprung-

en. You might know it in the form of the carol known as “A great and 

mighty wonder” which, unlike the Advent Message, has a number of good 

versions on YouTube to enjoy, including this one: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6NXeX7P5Io 

Sir, 
 

 Graham, describing this week's anthem, tells us the words are by 
Benjamin Hall Kennedy, but doesn't mention his most notorious achieve-
ment. Those of us who learned Latin at school before the New Latin Course 
will remember Kennedy's Latin Primer, from which we had to learn all 
those declensions and conjugations. 
 Many cheeky school boys amended the title on the cover to "Revised 
Eating Primer". 
 

Alan Hakim. 

Letters to the editor... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6NXeX7P5Io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6NXeX7P5Io
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Second Sunday of Advent 
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar 

 Hymn (128) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Tune: Cross of Jesus, John Stainer (1840-1901) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, 
but in our days you speak through your Son, 

whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 
Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, 
that we may be found ready and watching 

when he comes again in glory and judgement; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 

 
Collect 

 O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
 

Hymns & Readings - Sunday 6 December   

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  3. Born thy people to deliver; 
born to set thy people free;   born a child and yet a king; 
from our fears and sins release us;  born to reign in us for ever; 
let us find our rest in thee.   now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
2. Israel’s strength and consolation,  4. By thine own eternal Spirit, 
hope of all the earth thou art;   rule in all our hearts alone: 
dear desire of every nation,   by thine all-sufficient merit, 
joy of every longing heart.   raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah chapter 40, verses 1-11 
In exile in Babylon the people of Israel feared that God had abandoned them,but 

the prophet offers words of comfort and encouragement. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ 
 See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his re-
ward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Gospel reading: Mark, chapter 1, verses 1-8 
John the Baptist ministers to the people and points them toward Jesus. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wil-
derness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”’, 
 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean coun-
tryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were bap-
tized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 
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Communion Hymn  303 
Words: William Young Fullerton (1857-1932),alt. 

Tune: Londonderry Air, trad. Irish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1. I cannot tell how he whom angels worship 
  should stoop to love the peoples of the earth, 
  or why as shepherd he should seek the wanderer 
  with his mysterious promise of new birth. 
  But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 
  when Bethl’em’s manger was his only home, 
  and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
  and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 
 
  2. I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 
  as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 
  or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 
  the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
  But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 
  and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 
  and lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 
  for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here. 
 
  3. I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 
  how he will claim his earthly heritage, 
  how satisfy the needs and aspirations 
  of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
  But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
  and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 
  and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour 
  when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 
 
  4. I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
  when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 
  or who can say how great the jubilation 
  when every heart with perfect love is filled. 
  But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 
  and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 
  and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer: 
  ‘At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’ 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Father in heaven, 

who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and who will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Hymn 263 

Words: 6th Century, trans. Edward Caswall (1814-1878) 

Tune: Merton, W H Monk (1823-1889) 

 
Blessing 

 Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
 scatter the darkness from before your path, 

 and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say;  comes with pardon down from heaven; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, let us haste, with tears of sorrow,  
O ye children of the day!’   one and all to be forgiven. 
       
2. Startled at the solemn warning, 4. So when next he comes with glory, 
let the earth-bound soul arise;  wrapping all the earth in fear, 
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling, may he then, as our defender, 
shines upon the morning skies.  on the clouds of heaven appear. 
 
    5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
    to the Father and the Son, 
    with the co-eternal Spirit, 
    while unending ages run. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
 

Hymn 332  
Words:  Dan Schutte based on Isaiah 6 

Tune: Here I am, Lord: Dan Schutte 

 
Psalm 40 (12-end)  

Do not withhold your compassion from me, O Lord; 
   let your love and your faithfulness always preserve me, 

For innumerable troubles have come about me; 
      my sins have overtaken me so that I cannot look up; 
   they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 

      and my heart fails me. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; 
   O Lord, make haste to help me. 

Let them be ashamed and altogether dismayed 
      who seek after my life to destroy it; 

   let them be driven back and put to shame 
    who wish me evil. 

Let those who heap insults upon me 
 be desolate because of their shame. 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make the darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
3. I, the Lord of sea and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Let all who seek you rejoice in you and be glad;  
  let those who love your salvation say always, 

    ‘The Lord is great.’ 
Though I am poor and needy,  

  the Lord cares for me. 
You are my helper and my deliverer;  

   O my God, make no delay.        
 

 
1 Kings, chapeter 22, verses 1-28 

For three years Aram and Israel continued without war. But in the third 
year King Jehoshaphat of Judah came down to the king of Israel. The king 
of Israel said to his servants, ‘Do you know that Ramoth-gilead belongs to 
us, yet we are doing nothing to take it out of the hand of the king of 
Aram?’ He said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Will you go with me to battle at Ramoth-
gilead?’ Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, ‘I am as you are; my 
people are your people, my horses are your horses.’ 
 But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, ‘Inquire first for the 
word of the Lord.’ Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, 
about four hundred of them, and said to them, ‘Shall I go to battle against 
Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain?’ They said, ‘Go up; for the Lord will give it 
into the hand of the king.’ But Jehoshaphat said, ‘Is there no other prophet 
of the Lord here of whom we may inquire?’ The king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, ‘There is still one other by whom we may inquire of the Lord, 
Micaiah son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never prophesies anything 
favourable about me, but only disaster.’ Jehoshaphat said, ‘Let the king not 
say such a thing.’ Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and said, 
‘Bring quickly Micaiah son of Imlah.’ Now the king of Israel and King 
Jehoshaphat of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their robes, 
at the threshing-floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the 
prophets were prophesying before them. Zedekiah son of Chenaanah 
made for himself horns of iron, and he said, ‘Thus says the Lord: With 
these you shall gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’ All the 
prophets were prophesying the same and saying, ‘Go up to Ramoth-gilead 
and triumph; the Lord will give it into the hand of the king.’ 
 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, 
‘Look, the words of the prophets with one accord are favourable to the 
king; let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak favourably.’ 
But Micaiah said, ‘As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, that I 
will speak.’ 
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  When he had come to the king, the king said to him, ‘Micaiah, 
shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?’ He answered him, 
‘Go up and triumph; the Lord will give it into the hand of the king.’ But the 
king said to him, ‘How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing 
but the truth in the name of the Lord?’ Then Micaiah said, ‘I saw all Israel 
scattered on the mountains, like sheep that have no shepherd; and the Lord 
said, “These have no master; let each one go home in peace.” ’ The king of 
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Did I not tell you that he would not prophesy 
anything favourable about me, but only disaster?’ 
 Then Micaiah said, ‘Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord 
sitting on his throne, with all the host of heaven standing beside him to the 
right and to the left of him. And the Lord said, “Who will entice Ahab, so that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?” Then one said one thing, and 
another said another, until a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, 
saying, “I will entice him.” “How?” the Lord asked him. He replied, “I will go 
out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.” Then the Lord said, 
“You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do it.” So you see, 
the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the 
Lord has decreed disaster for you.’ 
 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up to Micaiah, slapped him on 
the cheek, and said, ‘Which way did the spirit of the Lord pass from me to 
speak to you?’ Micaiah replied, ‘You will find out on that day when you go in 
to hide in an inner chamber.’ The king of Israel then ordered, ‘Take Micaiah, 
and return him to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son, 
and say, “Thus says the king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed him on 
reduced rations of bread and water until I come in peace.” ’ Micaiah said, ‘If 
you return in peace, the Lord has not spoken by me.’ And he said, ‘Hear, you 
peoples, all of you!’ 

 
Romans, chapter 15, verses 4-13 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again he says, ‘Rejoice, 
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O Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse 
shall come, the one who rises .’  
 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Hymn 527 
Words:  Charles Coffin(1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) alt. 

Tune: Winchester New, from ‘Musikalisches Handbuch’ (1690) 

 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake, and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of Kings. 
 
2. Then he cleansed be ev’ry breast  
          from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Readings for Mass on Thursday 10 December 
 

Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar 
 

Isaiah 41.13-20  
Matthew 11.11-15  


