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    The Corona Chronicle  
14 January 2021 (Vol 39) 

“It didn’t hurt a bit!” 

Anna Glanville-Hearson writes:  I took Eileen Norris for her first jab of the 

Pfizer vaccine this morning and I took this picture. You might want to put it 

into the Corona Chronicle to encourage others. The session was at 

Emsworth Baptist Church and it was very well organised and there were 

plenty of volunteers to manage smooth throughput. Eileen told me it didn't 

hurt a bit and she hardly knew they'd done it which is very encouraging for 

the rest of us.  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas  
The Diocese  

For the Bishop as he 
plans for retirement. 
The Diocesan Team. 

 

Our Parish & 
Community 

Pray for groups in our 
community including 
Schools and health-

care facilities, shops . 
 

Those in Urgent Need 
Marlene Sharpe 

Mary Moore 
Rosemary Horsey  

Tammy Jean 
Evelyn Freeston 

 

The Recently 
Departed 

Philip Roberts-West 
Daphne Rowden 

Brian Nash 
Kim Wynes 
John Dallan 

Michael Adams  
Beryl Martin  

 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

12th Elene Hakim 
John Bradey 

15th Mark Glassett 
17th Cynthia (Sue) 

Clay 
Jennifer Hepworth 
19th Biddie Smythe 
20th Raymond Hoad 

Clifford Justice 

LIVE EVENTS 

All Services, are available online 

click here  to participate via Facebook) 

or www.stfaith.com (to just watch) 

(Sunday at 9.30, Thursday at 10.30) 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer takes place via 
Zoom at 6pm: 

click here (from 5.55pm) 

 

Monday Tea & Chat (via Zoom)  

at 3pm: 

click here (from 3pm) 

 

SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION 
FOR HYMNS AND READINGS FOR THIS 

WEEK.   

 

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 

Our Livestreamed Services can be 
viewed after the fact via the Videos 

section of our Facebook page.  Just click 
here to view. 

This Week... 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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Remember this…? 

This poster formed the basis of our fundraising campaign to repair 

the crumbling West Window at St Faith’s.  Thanks to a remarkable 

and generous donation from a parishioner, we have been able to 

get this work underway, over the Christmas holidays. 

We hope to share some photos next week of the work being done, 

and eventually of the shiny new repairs - fit to last a few more 

generations! 
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) scams –  

be extra vigilant 
The Hampshire Safeguarding Advisory 

Board (which supports our Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team) has been made aware 

that Scammers are trying to take advantage 

of people’s worries and uncertainty about 

the pandemic, especially those who are 

alone, self-isolating or in financial difficulty within the Hampshire Area.  

The latest incident we have been made aware of is an older person being 

cold called from an individual claiming to be able to provide a COVID 

vaccine for a fee. 

The NHS is the only organisation which has access to the vaccine, and will 

never ask for money.   Medical or health professionals will not come to your 

home unannounced and without prior notification.  If anyone attempts to 

force or coerce you into handing over funds – in person or otherwise – 

always contact the police. 

Coronavirus-related scams include: 

 Sales of fake products such as face masks, supplements, anti-virus kits 

and sanitisers, which may be harmful or simply never arrive 

 Bogus healthcare workers who try to gain access to your home by 

claiming to offer testing for COVID-19 

 People pretending to be from charities offering to do shopping or 

carry out cleansing tasks 

 Emails asking for donations to the NHS. 

 The HSAB Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information Hub has information on 

where to get help and find out more information on COVID-19: https://

www.hampshiresab.org.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-public-

and-professionals 
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Nearly there! 
Technology Fund News: 
Thank you!  Especially to the kind 

couple who donated £1,000 (plus gift 

aid) towards our technology fund last 

week.  (As shielding parishioners, they 

have especially appreciated the 

offering of our online services 

throughout last year and now).  Another couple donated £40, for which 

we also give huge thanks. 

 Together with the grant of £3,500 from Allchurches Trust, we are 

now only around £1,500 from our target cost to upgrade our 

livestreaming technology, and offer consistent high-quality broadcasts.  

Can you help us get there?  Donations can be made directly at this link:  

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14242#!/DonationDetails - or just drop a 

cheque to the Rectory, payable to ‘St Faith’s PCC’. 

Accessible Toilet Fund 
 Our plans for providing an accessible toilet at the year of the 

church also received a boost this 

week, with a kind donation of 

£1,000 (plus gift aid) from a 

parishioner.  Together with a 

pledge of £4,000 from a grant-

making trust, we now have some 

£12,500 of the total required 

(£73,372).  But, the grant offer expires in April, so, to make the most of it, 

we really need to double-down on our fundraising efforts!  We have the 

plans, permissions and builder all in place….but we don’t yet have the 

funds.  If you could help us to meet our target, donations can be made 

directly at: https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14243#!/DonationDetails or 

just drop a cheque to the Rectory, payable to ‘St Faith’s PCC’. 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14242#!/DonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14243#!/DonationDetails
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From Bill Jones….who else? 

Parishioner Lisa Roonan has recommended this website to all those who 

enjoy a walk, and want to help improve their area by picking up litter in 

concert with others.  ‘Masks on - Litter Gone’ is their motto.  Go to 

www.litterati.org to find out how to download a simple app, take and upload 

photos of litter (to help monitor the situation) and generally contribute to 

the improvement of the environment for all! 

http://www.litterati.org
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Notes of the Parochial Church Council Meeting  

15 December 2020 (via zoom) 

Colin Hedley (Church Warden) took the chair.  Prayers were led by 
Rector Tom. 
Matters arising from the minutes of 27 October:                                                                                              
 The draft lease for the Christchurch Centre has been received.  

Following checks by Clive Barnett, it is anticipated it will be ready 
for signing in February. 

 The proposed Fundraising Appeal to help with staff salaries is not 
so urgent because the job retention scheme is being extended. 
To be revisited in the New Year. 

 All PCC members have been allocated sections of the Policy 
Review to monitor regularly. 

 The PCC Handbook/Guide: Tom hopes to work on this over 
Christmas. 

 Ideas for the sustainable disposal of the pews are being pursued. 
 The Minutes of the Special Meeting to discuss the Diocesan Crisis 

were agreed. All suggestions have been collated.  Tribute was 
paid to Shelley Saunders for all her hard work on this.  

 
Teams and subcommittees:  
Enormous gratitude was expressed to Sandra Haggan for organizing 
the Christmas Market at which £3000 was raised.  Recent actions and 
decisions of the Standing Committee were received and noted without 
comment. 
 
Mission Plan Delivery Reports:   
 Churchyard:  Colin Hedley had met with the Architect. Planning 

will be sought from the Diocese for permission to proceed. An 
estimated cost is £110,000 with plans to apply to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the Portsmouth Water Biodiversity Fund.  Using 

Your Parochial Church Council  

meets to drive us forward...  



 

9 

modern technology, information about the churchyard will be 
made available to visitors. Access will be an important 
consideration. 

 Development Team:  An application for funding to meet half the 
cost of the proposed accessible toilet is with the Borough 
Council. The result is expected in February. 

 Young People & Families:  Three charities might possibly be 
offering help towards the funding of an outreach worker.  
Caution was urged should the worker be shared across other 
churches. 

 Treasury Team:  A focus on forming a Pallant Centre Trust was 
being examined. 

 
Budgeting & Finance: Operational funds show a surplus but caution 
was necessary to ensure continued running costs in the uncertain 
times ahead. 
 The Month End report to November 2020 shows a modest 

surplus of around 10% of income, due to COVID funding, 
generous donations from parishioners, and cost-cutting.  The 
future is uncertain so caution is necessary.  Any surplus at year-
end will be used to underpin 2021 operational expenses. 

 Budget 2021: There is a delay in this as the future is unsure.  
Weekly monitoring continues. 

 
Dates of Next Meetings: Tuesday 16 February & Tuesday 13 April 2021 
 
Any Other Business 
 It was noted that Emily Ashworth has passed the first gateway 

to explore ordained ministry. Her placement in Bedhampton 
Parish does not preclude her from remaining on the PCC. 

 St Nicholas’ Langstone is closed at present but it will be included 
as a PCC agenda item at future meetings.  
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Lt Colonel Frederick Arabin RA is commemorated on a wall tablet at the west end 
of St Faith's Church. His wife, Elizabeth Sarah Mountain, was the eldest daughter 
of the Bishop of Quebec. In his will Frederick appointed his brother-in-law, Rev. 
George Mountain, Rector of Havant, as guardian of his five children. The Arabins 
were of Huguenot extraction. 
 There is also a memorial to Frederick inside St Peter's Church at St George's 
Island, Bermuda, which is inscribed as follows: In the adjoining churchyard lie the 
remains of Frederick Arabin, Lieutenant Colonel Royal Artillery, sixth son of Henry 
Arabin Esq. of Moyglare, co. Meath, Ireland, who while in command of H.M. 
Forces in these Islands died August 17th 1843 in his 57th year. 
 Eliza Arabin died in January of the same year and is interred in Stonehouse 
churchyard, Devon, England. This monument is created by their children. 'He that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live and whosoever believeth 
in me shall never die.' St John X1. 25.26. 
 Frederick Arabin joined the army in 1801 as a gentleman cadet and entered 
the Royal Artillery as a Second Lieutenant in 1803. He took part in the invasion of 
Martinique in 1809, served in the Peninsular campaigns against Napoleon, and in 
Canada between 1820 and 1824, where he married Eliza Mountain in Quebec 
Cathedral.  
 The 1841 census records the family living at East Stonehouse but on 
28 June Arabin was appointed to the Command of the Royal Artillery at Bermuda. 
Tragedy struck the family when Eliza died in January 1843 after an illness of only 
48 hours and Frederick died of yellow fever, in Bermuda, on 17 August 1843. 
Their daughter, Anne, died at Havant in 1849, aged nineteen and is buried in St 
Faith's churchyard. 

Photos courtesy of Gillian Outerbridge of St Peter's Church, Bermuda. 

Lt Colonel Frederick Arabin  
RA—1791 to 1843 

submitted by Ann Griffiths 
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MORE LETTERS NOW AVAILABLE! 
Our Carpenter (who will be making our new pews) has 
managed to increase the number of characters available for 
memorials - on the top and bottom 
lines.  You may now have 20 
characters, including spaces (the 
middle line is still restricted to 30). 
 Anyone who has already 
submitted their booking form, and 
who would like to increase the 
characters on their memorial or 
dedication is warmly invited to 
contact Canon Tom, to amend. 
 If you haven't already booked 
your memorial or dedication (at a 
cost of £650), please note that next 
week, we will be opening up our 
Pews Memorial Scheme to the rest 
of the Borough.  So this may be  your 
last chance to grab one! 
 Booking forms are now 
available from Canon Tom.  Please 
email him  to request one.  Grab 
one quickly….for when they are 
gone, they’re gone.  Email: 
tomkennar@gmail.com or call 
07881 025592 
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 ST FAITH’S SHOP –currently closed 

St Faith’s Shop will be closed during the current 
Tier 5  restrictions. 

 
We will open again to welcome our customers  

once Pandemic restrictions are lifted! 
 

We are sorry that we CANNOT ACCEPT donations at 
this time.  Please hold on to them until we re-open! 
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Photo submitted by Bill Jones 
 

Sue Woolnough sent in this response to the photo above. 
 

Re: photo St Faith's YCG Football Team 
 

This photo is a trip down memory lane! I can certainly name half the 
squad. David Elliot, or Dell, is on the left of Bill as you look at the 
photo, and next to him is Mick Rogers. Behind Mick is Kenny Lerwell 
with his brother, Alan . Alan was in the same school year as me at 
Purbrook and in 1958 we would have been  eleven years old so I 
think the photo must be a little later, 1960/61. Alan, of course, was a 
promising athlete who went on to represent the country at the 1968 
Mexico Olympics in the hop-skip and jump, forerunner of the triple 
jump. Happy times!!   Thanks Bill. 

I saw this on Facebook! 



 

14 

 
SPRING 

 
As soon as January’s here our thoughts begin to stray 

To brighter days that lie ahead, for, when it all seems grey, 
We’re longing for the Spring. 

 
When, peeping through the frozen earth, a snowdrop bravely shows, 

We always feel a sudden lift; each wintery heart glows, 
Just waiting for the Spring. 

 
The crocus brings its special charm with shafts of mauve and gold,  

Unfailing, as each year comes round, new life starts to unfold 
With harbingers of Spring. 

 
And buds are swelling everywhere, on hedge and bush and branch,  

As birds begin their morning song, our hearts begin to dance; 
For soon it will be Spring. 

 
Fields, which were brown, are turned to green, 

Praise God for lengthening days 
And all around, the daffodils, their golden trumpets raise, 

Proclaiming “It IS Spring!” 
 

Marion Porter 
 

 

Brighter Days Ahead 
Submitted by Marion Porter 
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Submitted by Bill Jones 

  
Today is the second day of lockdown 
and teaching the children at home. 

Should you see my kids standing 
outside for few hours, please do 

not be concerned, 
We are carrying out a fire drill. 

The funny side of life 
Submitted by Peter Allman 

Notice to my Neighbours 



 

16 

 submitted by Betty Scriven 
 

  

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, “Give me a light 
that I may tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied, “Go out 
into the darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall 
be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.” 
Marie Louise Haskins 
 
This was read by King George VI during an address to the nation in 
the dark days of World War II one Christmas/New Year 
 

Though Christ a thousand time’s 
In Bethlehem be born, 
If He’s not born in thee 
Thy soul is still forlorn. 
The cross on Golgotha 

Will never save thy soul, 
The cross in thine own heart 
Alone can make thee whole. 

(translated from the German – Angelius Silesius) 
 
 
 
 
I have some patterns for daffodils, to display around the church and 
in the office window. If you would like a pattern to make some,  
please request one from me. Thanks to those who have already 
requested a pattern, I am on the case.   Sandra Haggan 

Articles for the Corona Chronicle 

Gate of the Year 

If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email 

Pauline at office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.   

Daffodils 
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submitted by Betty Scriven 
 

In pastures green? 
Not always; some time’s He 

Who knoweth best, in kindness leadeth me 
In weary ways where heavy shadows be; 

Out of the sunshine, warm and soft and bright, 
Out of the sunshine into darkest night, 

I oft would faint with sorrow and affright, 
Only for this – I know He holds my hand. 

So whether in a green or desert land, 
I trust Him, though I do not understand. 

 
And by still waters? 
No, not always so; 

Oft time the heavy tempests round me blow, 
And over my soul the waves and billows go. 
But when the storm beats loudest and I cry 

Aloud for help, the Master standeth by 
And whispers to my soul, “Lo! It is I.” 

Above the tempest wild I hear Him say: 
“Beyond this darkness lies the perfect day, 

In every path of thine I lead the way.” 
 

So, whether on the hilltop high and fair 
I dwell, or in the sunless valley where 

The shadows lie – what matter?  He is there. 
Yea, more than this: where’er the pathway lead, 

He gives to me no helpless, broken reed, 
But His own hand sufficient for my need. 
So where’er He leadeth I can safely go; 
And in the blest hereafter I shall know 

Why, in the wisdom, He hath led me so.                
Anon 

In Pastures Green? 
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If you go down to  
Langstone today… 

submitted by  Sybel & Michael Laird 

If you go down to Langstone today, You’re in for a big surprise… 
 We have been encouraged to go for walks since lockdown and several 
times a week we go to see the ducks. There are always mallards, coots, 
moorhens, swans and cygnets to admire; sometimes also tufted ducks, egrets 
and herons.  
 However, a few weeks ago we were astonished to see an exotic interloper 
of a beauty that we’d not seen before: a duck with a red bill, purple crest, white 
around the eyes, red whiskers and 2 orange 
sails which stood up like an angel. With such 
plumage it was obviously a male and looked 
like an ornament made out of china. 
 In contrast, the female plumage is grey/
brown. We have not seen her. In Cantonese 
they are known as an unlikely pair, but 
apparently as life long couples, they denote 
fidelity. 

 
 
 

 I want to begin by reassuring you of the support of the ministry and 
pastoral teams as you come to terms with what Lockdown means for you. 
 We are aware that for some of us this will be an uncomfortable time and 
would encourage you to be in touch with us and let us know how best we can 
support and help you over the coming weeks. 
 We have a team of people regularly phoning but if you have not received 
calls or indeed would like more calls, please do let me know. 
 We have lots of jigsaw puzzles (500 and 1000 pieces) which are available 
to borrow, if you need a board to do one on, we can help with that too!  Also 
plenty of books and some adult colouring books. 
 The church is closed to public access at this time for the safety of all, we 
are reviewing this regularly and will let you know as soon as we are able to open 
again. 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or someone else do let us know.  
There are two ways: the name can go on the public prayer list (this will appear in 
the Corona Chronicle and be said during services) or on the private prayer list 
where the name will go only to our prayer ministry team. 

Sandra Haggan 02392 455161   07452 982287 

Pastoral News 
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Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on 
Thursday 7 January 

1 John 4.19–5.4 & Luke 4.14–22 

What a terrifying and momentous 
time this is.  Yesterday’s news of the 
last gasps of Trumpism, and the 
highest infection rates ever in the 
UK, can’t fail to leave many of us 
reeling.  It truly is the worst of times.  
Or is it? 
 I imagine it would have felt 
pretty bad to be a Jew at the time of 
Jesus.  The mighty empire of Rome 
had its iron boot on the neck of 
Judea.  They conquered through 
violence, and maintained control 
through more violence.  It was a 
time when a King could order the 
murder of all children in the town of 
Bethlehem, and a time when a man 
who spoke only of peace could be 
nailed up outside the city walls by 
the policemen of the day.  It is no 
wonder that many who lived at that 
time thought that the end of the 
world must be upon them. 
 So how did Jesus respond to 
such a time?  Did he incite his 
followers to storm Government 
buildings?  No, Jesus stood up to 
read in the synagogue of his 
hometown of Nazareth (see Luke 
4:16-30).  Here are the words he 
both quoted, and then made his 
own: “The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has 

anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favour…” 
 Having read those words, 
according to Luke’s account, Jesus 
put down the scroll and said to the 
congregation ‘Today, these words 
have been fulfilled in your 
midst’.  Jesus deliberately, and 
purposefully, declared his mission to 
be one of bringing good news, 
binding up, proclaiming liberty and 
release.  He proclaimed that this 
was the year of the Lord’s favour. 
 But, as I said in a sermon a 
few weeks ago (and its worth saying 
it again!) my eye has been drawn to 
what Jesus didn’t say.  I find it 
fascinating that Jesus stopped 
quoting Isaiah at just that point.  He 
didn’t read the next line, which says 
‘…and the day of vengeance of the 
Lord’.     
 Jesus’ focus is always on doing 
the greatest good.  He teaches us to 
forgive, and to turn the other 
cheek.  When violence breaks out 
around him, he retreats from 
it.  When violence is meted out to 
him, he takes it, absorbs it, allows it 
to break over him – and then he 
transforms it through 
resurrection.  The God whom Jesus 

 The Year of the Lord’s Favour 
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unfolds for us not the angry, vengeful 
God of former understanding.  This is 
the God of love, of healing, of 
binding up, and of setting free.  This 
is God the parent….God the loving 
Father, who teaches us the ways of 
love.   
 Ultimately, it is this God of 
Love who is revealed to us first at the 
Epiphany.  Jesus’ entry into the 
human world transforms and 
radically re-shapes our picture of 
God.  Jesus, reveals to us the God 
who pour out his life, for us.  And 
who offers us his life in return – 
abundant life, filled with wisdom, 
healing, sharing, and liberty.  It’s Life 
which goes on for ever.   
 There is no greater symbol of 
the outpouring of God’s life for the 
world than the symbol of the 
Eucharist.  It summarises, 
encapsulates and demonstrates the 
reality of what a life lived for others 
looks life.  A sacrificial life.  A life 
lived and given freely, in the service 
of others.   
 Which is why, for me, it is 
vitally important that we keep on 
celebrating, and demonstrating, the 
Eucharist – even when so many of 
you cannot participate in the 
conclusion of taking that life 
spiritually into your own, through the 
physical tokens of bread and wine.   
For now, the symbolism is all that we 
have – and will have to 
suffice.  Because even in the act of 

choosing NOT to gather for worship, 
we are living out the call to love our 
neighbours.  By remaining at home, 
to keep the virus in check, we make a 
stand for Love. 
 But I will continue to celebrate 
the Eucharist, each time I stand at 
this Altar, and each time I read the 
words of institution, I am proclaiming 
the New Testament of Love, poured 
out for you.  Each time I re-enact the 
last supper of the Lord, I’m also 
declaring the this is the year of the 
Lord’s favour.  Because every year – 
even the worst of times – is a year of 
God’s favour.  God never stops 
pouring out his love, teaching us how 
to love, calling us to lives and acts of 
love. 
 So let continue to bathe in this 
powerful symbol, even through the 
screen of our mobile phones and 
computers.  Let us join our efforts to 
the ongoing mission of the God of 
love, to “bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour…”  Amen. 
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Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last 
Sunday…10 January 2021—  

Mark 1.4-11 – The Baptism of Jesus 

 Deaths are rising, along with 
hospital admissions.  Parents and 
teachers are frantic. Care-home 
residents and self-shielding people 
are desperately lonely.  And that’s 
not all.  The self-proclaimed leader of 
the free world – America - is in 
political chaos.  Lorry-loads of fresh 
food are being dumped in landfill 
because of the wrong paperwork at 
our borders.  13 year-old teenagers 
are stabbing each other on our 
streets.  Our world is in chaos as 
never before in most of our lifetimes. 
And what am I doing about it?  I’m 
carrying on…celebrating the 
Eucharist, singing the Mass, praying, 
and serving as best I can. 
 Some of you may wonder why I 
don’t speak out more often on 
political matters.  After-all, Jesus 
spoke out into the politics of his era, 
and the Bible is full of instructions 
about how a fair and just society 
should be structured.  Indeed, as I’ve 
said myself on occasion, ‘anyone 
who thinks that politics and religion 
don’t mix has clearly not read their 
Bible’.  But that’s a tricky road.  I 
certainly don’t claim the wisdom of 
Jesus, nor of the writers of the 
societal codes of the Bible.  And 
stepping into politics in more than a 
general way is (I have found) a recipe 

for discord and disharmony among 
parishioners. 
 I read an article this week from 
a Conservative Christian, the political 
journalist Harry Phibbs.  Phibbs is a 
former Conservative councillor who 
argued (in this essay) that our 
Archbishop’s frequent forays into 
Government policy were serving to 
drag the church to the left, and 
alienating committed Christians of 
the right.  Examples he gave included 
Justin Welby’s proclamations on the 
amount of overseas aid that we give, 
his explicit endorsement of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and his 
siding with the EU (and the 
Opposition) over the Internal 
Markets Bill. 
 The nub of Phibbs’ argument 
was that when Bishops (and other 
senior clergy) align themselves with 
either side of a political debate, they 
drive their political opponents away 
from church, and from faith.  He 
argued that the ongoing decline in 
churchgoing in England (which 
stands in contrast to much of the rest 
of the world) was essentially the 
result of clergy proclamations on 
contentious political issues.  And, he 
may be right.  A majority of the 
English people (who chose to vote)
voted for both Brexit and for a 
Conservative Government. Any 
institution which vocally condemns 
those two majority opinions is just 

Listen to Him! 

https://www.thearticle.com/oh-come-all-ye-faithful-is-politics-putting-people-off-church
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asking for an exodus of members! 
 Jesus faced a similar 
conundrum.  He came to a society in 
which the religious leaders and the 
political leaders had reached 
somewhat of an accord.  The 
Pharisees and Sadducees had reached 
an accommodation with the Roman 
occupiers of Judea – so that they 
could maintain their religious 
authority, their wealth and their 
status.  Rome looked after the 
management of the rest of society.  It 
was an iniquitous accommodation – 
and one which Jesus frequently 
challenged.  He called people back to 
the source-materials of their faith, 
and as we saw last Thursday, he 
quoted passages of Scripture which 
proclaimed good news for the poor, 
healing for the blind, and release to 
captives.  And eventually, they hung 
him for it. 
 Today, as part of a sequence of 
epiphanies (or ‘revealings’) we mark 
his baptism in the River Jordan.  That 
sequence includes his first epiphany 
to the Wise Men from the East.  It 
includes the revealing of his divine 
authority through his first miracles – 
casting out demons, according to 
Mark, or changing water into wine, 
according to John.  Today, Jesus is 
revealed to as God’s proudly-declared 
Son, with whom God is well pleased.  
Later, in another epiphany moment 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, God 
tells Jesus’ followers to ‘Listen to 
him!’. 

 The challenge then, for all 
Christians who care about the world 
we live in, is to ask how far we should 
go in listening to Jesus, the revealed 
Son of God.  And, crucially, how shall 
we proclaim his radical, alternative 
view of the world? 
 It is actually quite dangerous to 
criticise the individual policies of 
one’s political opposites.  Such 
criticism inevitably carries with it a 
level of judgement.  If I criticise your 
policy, you are naturally bound to 
assume that I think you are stupid, or 
at the very least that you’ve been lazy 
in your thinking.  Such criticism is not 
likely to win you to my side.  Indeed, 
our political debates are far too often 
characterised by shouts of ‘idiot’, 
‘fool’ and ‘charlatan’. 
 But what I must do, as every 
Christian must, is to hold up my 
finger, and to ask the ‘what if’ 
question.  What if our society was 
structured around the principles that 
Jesus taught?  What if we really ‘listen 
to him’? 
·    What if our society was structured 
around the fundamental notion that 
‘there shall be no poor among you’, 
as the Bible teaches (Deut.15.4)?  
How different might our benefit 
system be? 
·    What if our society was structured 
on the assumption that God’s 
Kingdom breaks down barriers 
between people, rather than erecting 
new walls?  (Is.66.18). How different 
might our concepts of nationhood 
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be? 
·  What if our teachers prioritised 
the teaching of ethics and 
spirituality, as Jesus did?  How 
different might our education 
system be?  And how different 
would life on the streets be for our 
teenagers? 
·  What if our approach to foreign 
aggression was to turn the other 
cheek, rather than to respond with 
greater violence?  How different 
might our foreign policy be? 
·  What if our approach to healing 
was as generous and overflowing as 
Jesus was to those he healed?  How 
differently might our health system 
be structured and funded? 
·   What if our approach to taxation 
was based on the Biblical principle 
of tithing?  No more get-outs, no 
more write-offs, no more 

allowances.  Just basic 10% tithing.  
How different would the finances of 
our economy be?  How different 
might the perilous finances of the 
church be?  How many off-shore tax 
havens would still exist for the uber
-wealthy to secrete their ill-gotten 
gains? 
 I don’t know the answers to 
any of these questions.  They are 
only questions…they are ‘what if’ 
questions.  But whether we sit on 
the right, the left or the centre of 
earthly politics, Jesus has wisdom to 
offer, ideas to ponder, and guidance 
to give.  With his own body and 
blood, he has earned the right to be 
heard.  He is God’s son, with whom 
God is well pleased.  Let’s listen to 
him.  Amen 

Daphne Rowden R.I.P. 

Daphne’s funeral will be held in St Faith’s Church on, and 

Livestramed via Facebook and our main webpage. 

Friday 22nd January at 11am.   

There will be space but please do let Sandra know if you would like 

to come (contact details on page 14). We will need details for track 

and trace. 
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 Like most people, I have watched with increasing horror the events 
in Washington as they have unfolded under the promptings of the 45th 
President of the United States. The fact is that the Republican party 
allowed itself to be taken over by the extreme right, of which he is the 
flag bearer, and decent men like Mike Pence and Mitch McConnell have 
failed to act when they should – in Pence’s case by invoking the 25th 
Amendment which gives the cabinet the right to unseat a President who 
is ‘deemed unfit to hold public office’. Reflecting upon the history of 
extreme, populist right-wing movements in the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the parallels between them and what Donald Trump has been trying to do 
in the USA are fascinating and chilling in equal measure.  
 One obvious parallel has been the failure of the liberal 
establishment to recognise quickly enough that here is someone who is 
both incapable and unwilling to play by the rules. Trump’s contempt for 
the constitution, the courts, congress and the media has been in evidence 
again and again since the presidential election campaign of 2016 yet very 
little was done by the Republican party in particular to restrain him, so 
intent was it to gain an election victory after eight years of the Obama 
presidency. The ability of Trump to ride roughshod over the restrictions 
placed upon him by the US constitution illustrates how fragile democracy 
is and how it only works if politicians abide by the rules, written and 
unwritten. Even in a country with a written constitution like the USA, the 
democratic process requires all parties to play by the conventions which 
have developed over time. In this instance, Trump’s refusal to accept 
defeat in the 2020 election, his insistence – without any evidence – that 
the election was ‘stolen’ by Democratic party chicanery, and his refusal to 
cooperate in the process of handing over power to President-Elect Joe 
Biden all flouted conventions established over the last 150 years and led 
directly to the sort of febrile atmosphere that resulted in the storming of 
congress on 6 January 2021. 
 However, the greatest and most worrying historical parallel is the 
myth of the Big Lie. Mussolini, Hitler and Franco, to name just three, all 
based their overthrow of due constitutional process on an untruth which 

The Stolen Presidential Election of  

November 2020 – Lessons from History 
submitted by Clive Barnett 
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they used to mobilise populist nationalism. For Mussolini’s Fascists it 
was the Versailles Betrayal – the notion that the Italian army had ‘won’ 
the First World War for the allies by keeping the Austrian army 
occupied in South Eastern Europe so that it could not be deployed to 
the Western Front to support Ludendorff’s big push which so nearly 
broke the allies in the spring of 1918; when it came to achieving what 
she wanted at the Versailles peace negotiations, Italy was unsuccessful 
and Mussolini used this sense of betrayal to fuel his movement. The 
March on Rome in 1922 – the closest parallel to what happened in 
Washington last Wednesday – was the direct result and confirmed 
Mussolini’s seizure of power. For Hitler’s Nazis it was the lie about an 
International Jewish conspiracy which resulted, according to him, in for 
example the betrayal of the German army by the ‘November Criminals’ 
of 1918 who sued for peace rather than carry on the war. For Franco’s 
Falangists, it was the insistence that the republican government was 
engaged in a programme to despoil the Roman Catholic Church. None 
of these had any substance but each served to motivate and mobilise 
considerable tranches of the population, largely made up of those who 
felt alienated from the central government or left behind by economic 
developments. 
 Trump’s Big Lie is the myth of the ‘Stolen Election’ which enables 
him to pose as the victim of an Establishment conspiracy and fuels his 
stance as the man taking on the secret state. That is why, as his 
rhetoric has become more and more inflammatory in recent weeks, it 
has been so worrying that the Republican party failed to evoke the 
25th Amendment. The myth of the ‘Stolen Election’ is now firmly 
established as a ‘fact’ as far as Trump’s supporters in the “America 
First” movement are concerned. In the short term, amongst Trump 
loyalists it has led to talk of civil war and insurrection, and this week‘s 
news carried a chilling report that the FBI is seriously worried about 
the possibility of armed protests in the run-up to the inauguration on 
20 January. ‘The Stolen Election of 2020’ could well poison American 
politics for years to come and render near impossible attempts by 
Biden in particular to heal divisions which now run very deep. In such 
circumstances, history teaches us that extremism thrives. 
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Anthem of the Week 
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director 

If we were in normality, this week’s anthem at the Parish Eucharist would 
have been “Lead me, Lord” by SS Wesley. However, I have already written 
about this anthem in Corona Chronicle Vol. 22, so I won’t repeat myself!  
So I had a look at the readings for this Sunday, which appear to be about 

calling… so this week’s “alternative” anthem of the week is 
a setting of a poem by the Welsh born poet and priest 
George Herbert (1593 – 1633) called “The Call”, which is 
also known as “Come, my way, my truth, my life”. For more 
information on George Herbert, have a look at the Music 
Newsletter dated 29th May 2020 on the church website: 
https://stfaith.com/566-2/  

 This poem has been set to music by many composers; 
and I’ve gone for the version that’s probably the best known 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958). This particular 
setting is one of the “Five Mystical Songs” which were 
composed between 1906 and 1911. They were premiered at 
the Three Choirs Festival at Worcester Cathedral on 14th 
September 1911, with Vaughan Williams himself conducting.  
 If you would like to listen to all of the “Five Mystical 
Songs” with full orchestra, you can here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6Wtus11fFJw. “The Call” is movement number four (about 13 
minutes in). I highly recommend the fifth movement, which is a joyful 
version of the words “Let all the world in every corner sing” (about 16 
minutes in). For contrast, here is a version of “The Call” sung by a soprano 
(female voice) accompanied by vibraphone (tuned percussion instrument). 
It’s very effective! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpgV5eBJlDc  

Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist 

The voluntary before the service this week is the Prelude and 
Fugue in C major BWV553 from the “Eight Short Preludes 
and Fugues” Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750). However, 
scholarship suggests that these pieces are not by Bach, but by 
a composer called Johann Krebs. In any event, my (elderly) 
score suggests they’re by some English composer called John 
Sebastian Bach…  

https://stfaith.com/566-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Wtus11fFJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Wtus11fFJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpgV5eBJlDc
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 You might be wondering why this piece has BWV553 written after 
the title. Indeed, nearly all of Bach’s music has what we call a BWV 
number. Basically, it’s a way of cataloguing all of Bach’s music. The 
catalogue was made by Wolfgang Schmeider in 1950. He took all the 
music that is known by JS Bach (some of Bach's music has been lost) and 
gave each piece a number. Each piece of music by Bach therefore has a 
BWV number. BWV stands for Bach-Werke-Verzeichnis, which In English 
means  “Bach Works Catalogue”. The BWV numbers are not 
listed chronologically (in the order they were written). They are grouped 
according to what kind of music it is: e.g. all the concertos together, all 
the organ music together, etc. 
 
The voluntary after the service is a Prelude in C by the 
French composer Jules Massenet (1842 – 1912). Like 
Dubois last week, Massenet studied at the Paris 
Conservatoire and later returned there to teach 
composition between 1878 and 1896. In 1863, he won 
France’s top musical prize, the Prix de Rome. Massenet 
composed a great deal of music in many genres but was 
best known for his operas; he composed over 40 during 
a period of 45 years!  
 Although composing prolifically, Massenet is best known today for 
composing a “one hit wonder”, namely the Meditation from the opera 
Thais (which I’m not playing this Sunday):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4umvKRNjBc  
 
 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concerto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4umvKRNjBc
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Epiphany 2 
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar.  Preacher Sandra Haggan 

 Hymn (12) 
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898), alt. 

Tune: Hyfrydol, Rowland Huw Pritchard (1811-1887) 

 
 

Collect 
 Almighty God, 

 in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever  

 
 

Hymns & Readings - Sunday 17 January   

1. Alleluia, sing to Jesus,   2. Alleluia, not as orphans 
his the sceptre, his the throne;  are we left in sorrow now; 
alleluia, his the triumph,   alleluia, he is near us, 
his the victory alone:   faith believes, nor questions how; 
hark the songs of peaceful Sion  though the cloud from sight received him 
thunder like a mighty flood:  when the forty days were o’er,   
Jesus, out of every nation,  shall our hearts forget his promise,  
hath redeemed us by his blood.  ‘I am with you evermore’? 
        
3. Alleluia, bread of angels,  4. Alleluia, King eternal, 
here on earth our food, our stay; he the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, here the sinful   alleluia, born of Mary, 
come to you from day to day.  earth his footstool, heaven his throne; 
Intercessor, friend of sinners,  he within the veil has entered 
earth’s redeemer, plead for me, robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
where the songs of all the sinless he on earth both priest and victim 
sweep across the crystal sea.  in the Eucharistic Feast. 
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A reading from the First Book of Samuel (3.1-10) 
More than a thousand years before Christ, before the Israelites 

had kings ruling them, God called the boy Samuel to his service. 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, 
‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. 
 The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the 
Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went 
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the 
Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and 
if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 

 
(John 1.43-51) 

At the beginning of his ministry Jesus calls and attracts followers, 
among them Philip and Nathanael, who recognise him as the Son of God. 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 
 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 
 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, 
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked 
him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you un-
der the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 
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 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he 
said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the an-
gels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

  
Offertory Hymn 374 

Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 
Tune: Saffron Walden, Arthur Henry Brown (1830-1926) 

 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

 
 

God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 

who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

1. Just as I am, without one plea  4. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
but that thy blood was shed for me,  wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee,      relieve: 
O Lamb of God, I come.    because thy promise I believe, 
       O Lamb of God, I come. 
2. Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt,  5. Just as I am, thy love unknown 
fightings and fears within, without,  has broken every barrier down, 
O Lamb of God, I come.    now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
       O Lamb of God, I come. 
3. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind,  6. Just as I am, of that free love 
yea, all I need, in thee to find,   the breadth, length, depth, and 
O Lamb of God, I come.       height to prove, 
       here for a season, then above, 
       O Lamb of God, I come. 
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Final Hymn  (332) 
Words: Dan Schutte (b.1947) 

Tune: Here I am, Dan Schutte (b.1947) 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry.  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
All who dwell in dark and sin  I have heard you calling in the night. 
my hand will save.    I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I, who made the stars of night,  I will hold your people in my heart. 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,  3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I have borne my people’s pain.  I will tend the poor and lame. 
I have wept for love of them.  I will set a feast for them. 
They turn away.    My hand will save. 
I will break their hearts of stone, Finest bread I will provide 
give them hearts for love alone. till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will speak my word to them.  I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?   Whom shall I send? 
 
   Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
   I have heard you calling in the night. 
   I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
   I will hold your people in my heart. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 17 January—Epiphany 2 

Hymn 49 
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) alt.  

Tune: Dix, adapted from Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) 
by William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

Psalm 96  
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

   sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2  Sing to the Lord and bless his name; 

   tell out his salvation from day to day. 
3  Declare his glory among the nations 
   and his wonders among all peoples. 

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
   he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  For all the gods of the nations are but idols; 
   it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

1. As with gladness men of old  
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 
 
2. As with joyful steps they sped, 
to that lowly manger-bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
him whom heav’n and earth adore, 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
3. As their precious gifts they laid, 
at thy manger roughly made, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heav’nly King. 

4. Holy Jesu, ev’ry day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
5. In the heav’nly country bright 
need thy no created light, 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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6  Honour and majesty are before him; 
   power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 
   ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; 
   bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
   let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10  Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king. 
   He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

      he will judge the peoples with equity. 
11  Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; 

   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
12  Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them; 

   let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 
13  For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; 
   with righteousness he will judge the world 

      and the peoples with his truth.  
 

Reading: Isaiah chapter 60, verses  9-22 
 For the coastlands shall wait for me,  the ships of Tarshish first, to 
bring your children from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the 
name of the Lord your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has 
glorified you.  
 Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister 
to you; for in my wrath I struck you down, but in my favour I have had 
mercy on you. Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall 
not be shut, so that nations shall bring you their wealth, with their kings 
led in procession.  For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you 
shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste.  
 The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the plane, and 
the pine, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my 
feet rest.  
 The descendants of those who oppressed you shall come bending 
low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at your feet; they 
shall call you the City of the Lord,  the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
 Whereas you have been forsaken and hated, with no one passing 
through, I will make you majestic for ever, a joy from age to age.  You 
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 shall suck the milk of nations, you shall suck the breasts of kings; and you 
shall know that I, the Lord, am your Saviour  and your Redeemer, the 
Mighty One of Jacob.  
 Instead of bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring silver; 
instead of wood, bronze, instead of stones, iron. I will appoint Peace as 
your overseer and Righteousness as your taskmaster. Violence shall no 
more be heard in your land, devastation or destruction within your bor-
ders; you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.  The sun 
shall no longer be  your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon  
give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and 
your God will be your glory.  
 Your sun shall no more go down, or your moon withdraw itself; for 
the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be 
ended. Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land for 
ever. They are the shoot that I planted, the work of my hands, so that I 
might be glorified. The least of them shall become a clan, and the smallest 
one a mighty nation; I am the Lord; in its time I will accomplish it quickly. 
 

Reading: Hebrews  6.17-7.10 
 In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to 
the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 
guaranteed it by an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in 
which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken ref-
uge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We 
have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 
the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our be-
half, has entered, having become a high priest for ever according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 
 This ‘King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met 
Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed him’; 
and to him Abraham apportioned ‘one-tenth of everything’. His name, in 
the first place, means ‘king of righteousness’; next he is also king of Salem, 
that is, ‘king of peace’. Without father, without mother, without genealo-
gy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the 
Son of God, he remains a priest for ever. 
 See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth 
of the spoils. And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office 
have a commandment in the law to collect tithes from the people, that is, 
from their kindred, though these also are descended from Abraham. But 
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this man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from Abra-
ham and blessed him who had received the promises. It is beyond dispute 
that the inferior is blessed by the superior. In the one case, tithes are re-
ceived by those who are mortal; in the other, by one of whom it is testified 
that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid 
tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 
Melchizedek met him. 

  
Hymn 85 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-
1826)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Readings for Mass on Thursday 21 January 
Hebrews 7.25–8.6 

Mark 3.7–12 
 

1. Brightest and best of the suns of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
2. Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odours of Edom, and off’rings divine, 
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 
4. Vainly we offer each humble oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
richer by far is th heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 


