
The Catechism…
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Before the Sacraments – reflections from ‘The Michaels…”

Some key points to note:

• Context, context, context:  The Catechism was written by an 
institution (the church) to serve its particular ideas about theology 
and society.  It’s dogmatic statements should be treated with 
caution

• The nature of heaven – less a ‘place’, more of a ‘dimension’ (which 
intersects with our own)

• Thy will be done – let’s pray that God is teaching us something 
through both Brexit and the Pandemic!



The introduction….

• TWO ONLY – other traditions include FIVE more – Marriage, Ordination, Confirmation, 
Penance and ‘Extreme Unction’.  

• The 39 Articles of Religion make clear that only Baptism and Communion were 
ordained by Christ.  The others evolved in the life of the church, and do not have the 
same status.

• AN OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGN OF AN INWARD AND SPIRITUAL GRACE…memorise this!



• TRINITARIAN baptism – accepted by all the World Council of Churches.  

• The doctrine of ‘Original Sin’ – be cautious!  Is all creation ‘irrevocably stained’ 
by Adam’s sin?  (Is sin a ‘thing’ – or an idea/attitude).  Or is all creation ‘good’ 
(as God declares in Genesis)?  

• Compare with John the Baptist vs Jesus understandings of God (last Sunday’s 
sermon!)



• ANABAPTISTS (and ‘Baptists’) believe that baptism can only be administered to 
adult believers, who understand their state of sin, and actively seek God’s 
grace.  

• This places the emphasis on our search for God, rather than God’s search for 
us.  Most Anglicans believe that it is God’s right to freely dispense grace…not 
ours. His grace is not conditional on our repentence.  He gives his grace 
anyway.

• Infant baptism is practised by those who believe that baptism grafts us into 
membership God’s family – at any age.  



• Note:  Lord’s Supper – avoids contentious terms like ‘Communion’ or ‘Eucharist’ 
or ‘the Mass’

• “Do this in REMEMBRANCE of me”.  The Anglican Reformers sought to de-
mystify the Sacrament.  ‘Memorialism’ vs ‘Real Presence’

• But what does Jesus mean when he says “This is my body/blood”?

• Key terms:  transubstantiation vs consubtantiation



• STRENGTHENING AND REFRESHING:  let’s focus on the purpose, not the 
mechanism.  (Or on the ‘story’ rather than the ‘history’.)

• CHARITY WITH ALL (men) – ‘forgive us…as we forgive them’.  See also Mt 5.23-
24:  “So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” 



Th…th…th…that’s 
all folks!
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