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    The Corona Chronicle  
18 February 2021 (Vol 44) 

Isn’t TECHNOLOGY wonderful?! 

Ash Wednesday 2021:  The scene above tells a tale - Canon Tom 
attempts to adjust his audio feed, while Graham peers 

enthusiastically (but fruitlessly) at his laptop - to see whether 
the internet is working at all.  Meanwhile, Sandra stands 

serenely by, no doubt muttering something about ‘boys and 
their toys’! 

 
Our new studio system is almost up and running, but 
unfortunately, we’ve been victims of various technical 

challenges.  Thank you to everyone who has sent helpful and 
enthusiastic feedback!  We will, however, persevere - and the 

future (of our broadcasting at least) is going to be glorious!  



 

2 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas  
The Diocese  

For the Bishop as he 
plans for retirement. 
The Diocesan Team. 

 

Our Parish & 
Community 

Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Schools and health-care 
facilities, shops . 

 

Those in Urgent Need 
Marlene Sharpe 

Mary Moore 
Clive Barnett 

 

The Recently Departed 
Brian Nash 
Kim Wynes 
John Dallan 

Michael Adams  
Beryl Martin  

Rosemary Horsey  
Evelyn Freeston 

Betty & Peter Newman 
 
 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

19th Terry Cresswell 
21st Judy Glenister 

22nd Pak Hung Wog 
Don Butcher 

25th Mary Bracher 

LIVE EVENTS 

All Services, are available online 

click here  to participate via Facebook) 

or www.stfaith.com (to just watch) 

(Sunday at 9.30,  

Thursday at 10.30 and 5.30pm) 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer takes place via 
Zoom at 6pm: click here (from 5.55pm) 

 

Monday Tea & Chat (via Zoom)  

at 3pm: click here (from 3pm) 

 

This Friday (19th) ‘ History of the Bible’ 
Course at 7pm Click here 

 

SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION 
FOR HYMNS AND READINGS FOR THIS 

WEEK.   

 

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 

Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed 
after the fact via the Videos section of our 

Facebook page.  Just click here to view. 

This Week... 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84811768934?pwd=K3N4NTNwREVueGl1ZmhhVGlpSFRDUT09
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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Thurs 18 February  
at 10.30am 
(deferred from 
Wednesday due to 
technical problems) 

Ash Wednesday  
Communion Service 

Optional activity:   
Pre-prepare some ash (or garden earth) 

with a little olive oil to participate at home 
in the ’imposition of ashes’  

Facebook and 
www.stfaith.com 

Weekly Online Events during Lent 

Thurs 18 February 
at 5.30pm 

Simple Sung Evensong from  
St Faith’s 

Facebook and 
www.stfaith.com 

Friday 19 February 
at 7pm (for one 
hour) 

“History of the Bible” 
Course based on the BBC precis of John 

Barton’s book 
Led by Canon Tom Kennar 

See overleaf for details 

Zoom (click here) 

Monday 22 
February 
at 2pm 

“Caring for Creation”  
a York Course  

led by Rev’d Bill Stillwell 
of the Methodist Church 
See overleaf for details 

Please email 
revbill@virginmedia.com 

to request Zoom link 

 

The above Thursday/Friday/Monday pattern then continues until Holy Week 
(commences 29 March).  Events in Holy Week will be advertised nearer the time. 

 

Other Online Lent Resources  

Video Presentation Stations of the Cross  
at St Faiths: led by Canon Tom 

Access anytime at 
this link  

Church of England 
online  

Daily messages of hope, by email, app or 
dial-in 

Find out more at  
this link 

Lent Lectures:  “Perspectives on the pandemic: global, local, personal” 
St John the Baptist, Shedfield, Lent Lectures.  Monday evenings from February 22nd to March 
22nd. Theme is .  Speakers include Rt Rev Dr Michael Beasley, Bishop of Hertford and former 
epidemiologist; Professor Maggie Rae, President of the UK Faculty of Public Health; Very Rev 
Nick Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury; and Dawn Champion, British Pilgrimage Trust; as well as 
the Acting Archdeacon of the Meon, Rev Canon Will Hughes. Booking for the lectures is open 
on the St John’s website.  

Lent Online 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant
https://stfaith.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant
https://stfaith.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84811768934?pwd=K3N4NTNwREVueGl1ZmhhVGlpSFRDUT09
mailto:revbill@virginmedia.com
https://youtu.be/H4tB3aa01SE
https://youtu.be/UQNC3K_uVnE
https://www.stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk/shedfield-lent-lectures/
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All too rarely, airline attendants make an effort to make the In-flight "safety 
lecture" and their other announcements a bit more entertaining. Here are some 
real examples that have been heard or reported:  
 
"Thank you for flying Delta Business Express. We hope you enjoyed giving us the 
business as much as we enjoyed taking you for a ride." 
****** 
As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Washington National, a lone 
voice came over the loudspeaker: "Whoa, big fella. WHOA!"  
****** 
On a Continental Flight with a very "senior" flight attendant crew, the pilot said, 
"Ladies and gentlemen, we've reached cruising altitude and will be turning down 
the cabin lights. This is for your comfort and to enhance the appearance of your 
flight attendants."  
****** 
In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, masks will descend from the 
ceiling. Stop screaming, grab the mask, and pull it over your face. If you have a 
small child travelling with you, secure your mask before assisting with theirs. If 
you are travelling with more than one small child, pick your favourite.  
****** 
A plane was taking off from Kennedy Airport. After it reached a comfortable 
cruising altitude, the captain made an announcement over the intercom, "Ladies 
and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. Welcome to Flight Number 293, non
-stop from New York to Los Angeles. The weather ahead is good and, therefore, 
we should have a smooth and uneventful flight. Now sit back and relax - OH, MY 
GOD!" Silence followed and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the 
intercom and said, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier; 
but, while I was talking, the flight attendant brought me a cup of coffee and spilled 
the hot coffee in my lap. You should see the front of my pants!" 
A passenger in Coach said, "That's nothing. He should see the back of mine!"  
****** 
Another flight attendant's comment on a less than perfect landing: "We ask 
you to please remain seated as Captain Kangaroo bounces us to the terminal."  
****** 
And from the pilot during his welcome message: "Delta airlines is pleased to have 
some of the finest pilots in the industry. Unfortunately, none of them are on this 
flight!"  

Airline Experiences 
Submitted by Peter A;lman 
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I came across this just a few days ago in a notebook belonging to 
my Mum.  She had seen it somewhere and copied it down in a 
book.  

I Wonder 
 

I wonder if Christ had a little black dog 

All curly and woolly like mine; 

Two long silky ears, and a nose round and wet 

Two eyes, brown and tender, that shine. 

 

I think that He hadn’t because I have read 

He prayed in the garden alone. 

For all his friends, and disciples had fled – 

Even Peter, the one called stone. 

 

I am so sure that a little black dog 

With a heart so tender and warm 

Would never have left him to suffer alone 

But creeping right under his arm. 

 

Would have licked the dear fingers in agony clasped 

And counting all favours but loss 

When they took him away, would have trotted behind 

And followed Him right to the cross. 

(By an unknown Australian Lady) 

I Wonder 
submitted by Sandra Haggan 
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There are only nine questions. 
  
This is a quiz for people who know everything! I found out in a hurry that I 
didn't.  
 
These are not trick questions: they are straight questions with straight an-
swers.  
 
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants 
know the score or the leader until the contest ends. 
 
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?  
 
3 Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several grow-
ing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the 
only two perennial vegetables?  
 
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside? 
 
5. In many stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle. 
The pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is genuine; it hasn't been cut in any 
way. How did the pear get inside the bottle?  
 
6. Only three words in standard English begin with the letters ' dw' and they 
are all common words. Name two of them. 
 
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name at least 
half of them? 
 
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, pro-
cessed, cooked, or in any other form except fresh. 
 
9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the 
letter 'S.' 
 
We will print the answers in next week’s Chronicle. (For the solution to last 
week’s quiz, see page 16.) 

A Quiz for very bright people 
Submitted by Clive Barnett 
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The Church Institute in North Street 

(Now the Parish Office & Sue Ryder) 

Submitted by Ann Griffiths 
I have always been interested in the Church Institute, as the brickwork 
visible down the side of the building indicates that it is a lot older than it 
looks. In the newspaper archives I accidentally came across the opening 
date as being 15 July 1856, when it was described as the site of 'The Old 
Farm House'. Going back a bit I found that this was a short-lived public 
house and before that an ironmonger's shop run by the Veal family. The 
property was auctioned at the Bear Inn on 25 March 1854. 
 The dilapidated premises were purchased by Mrs Mountain, the late 
Rector's widow, and The Hampshire Telegraph recorded the story of its 
demolition and of the new property erected at Mrs Mountain's expense. 
'The chaste and elegant building' was constructed by Messrs Knight and 
Moore, who were well-established local builders; James Moore being a 
stonemason and George Knight a builder employing 13 carpenters, plus 
apprentices, sawyers and bricklayers. 
 The new building was to be 'applied to the purpose of a Sunday 
School and on other occasions for meetings and lectures'. In the main 
hall there were two texts of scripture, 'one at each end, and written in the 
mediaeval style by Mr W Osborne'. At the back of this large room there was 
another smaller one, 'appropriate for the Havant Tradesmen's Library', 
while the adjoining building was where the Superintendent, a highly 
respectable person', resided. This building was also used as the depot for 
the Christian Knowledge Society. 
 On Tuesday 15 July 1856 the new Church Institute was inaugurated 
with a meeting of the Sunday School Conference, attended by members of 
the neighbouring clergy 'and most of the respectable inhabitants of the 
place'. At 5 p.m. the Clergy and the Sunday School teachers partook of 
refreshments and at six-thirty the public were admitted by ticket. The 
meeting began with a prayer and then a hymn, accompanied by Mrs 
Hatchard at the pianoforte. During the meeting instances were related of 
gallant soldiers in the Crimea, who because of the religious instruction 
received when they were young, were happier and more resigned in the 
hour of danger and while far away from home. 
 'Many were the graceful acknowledgements to the benevolent 
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foundress of the building, and fervent were the wishes expressed that 
she might live yet many years to witness the good fruit of her labours of 
love.' The meeting ended at 9 p.m. with the National Anthem and a 
blessing by the chairman, The Very Rev. The Dean of Winchester, 
Archdeacon Wigram.  
 

 

The Church Institute  

c. 1890, from a postcard. 
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Do you believe in miracles? If not, go to Sri Lanka. I saw things there which 
defy rational Western explanation. 
 For example, one Poya day (the Buddhist equivalent of Sunday – I will 
explain in a moment) we were driving back to Colombo through the palm 
forest after a day’s sailing when Elene suddenly said, “Stop! I’m sure there’s 
something going on back there.” So we went back 50 yards, and there in a 
clearing beside the road was a middle-aged man, hanging from a scaffold by 
a couple of meat-hooks through his shoulders, and chatting cheerfully to his 
friends. 
 This was not a great surprise to us, since we had already been to a 
Hindu festival in Jaffna, in the Tamil far north, where this kind of ordeal was 
quite normal. We met men wearing elaborate headdresses lined with 
needles pointing inwards all round their head, and one man with an ornate 
skewer straight through his mouth, sticking out of both cheeks. There were 
also what I called the “Holy Rollers”, who would start some distance from 
the temple, and roll along the dusty ground all the way there. All the men at 
the festival were stripped to the waist, but nobody had any wounds after 
these activities. 
 These, of course, were regular religious practices, not for tourists, 
though they were happy to welcome us as long as I took my shirt off. In 
India, I had only seen professional conjurers, who were very impressive. But 
I don’t think you will ever see the famous Indian Rope Trick. The conjurers, 
when asked, always said they didn’t do it, but a friend had seen it done by 
someone else. I suspect it’s just a Victorian legend. 
 The most impressive thing I saw was the fire-walking. Elene was PA to 
the British High Commissioner and so she met most of the Britons living in 
Ceylon. One of them was John Hunt, a BBC engineer seconded to Radio 
Ceylon, and there he heard a lot of what was going on. One day, he invited 
us to join him at a local fire-walk. We drove out into the country for what 
seemed a long way, and eventually turned into a field where there was a 
large pit, about the size of a double bed, filled with glowing coals. Lots of 
people were standing around waiting, and gradually as the sun set, they 
started sitting down around the pit as the light faded. Elene made the 
mistake of sitting down with John and me, but was politely told she needed 
to sit the other side of the pit, with the ladies. 

 Cont’d... 

Do you believe in miracles? 
Submitted by Alan Hakim 
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 When it was dark, the men started walking across the fire. It was all very 
orderly. I said at the time it had all the drama of a fish queue. Nobody suffered 
any injury, though we were told that on a previous occasion, a young American 
had tried to join in, and got terribly burned. 
 I can’t explain it at all. The next morning in the office I mentioned it to my 
cashier, a very neat young man in his late 20s. “Oh yes,” he said, “I did that 
once in fulfilment of a vow. My friends told me I got quite carried away, and 
went round in circles several times till they guided me off the pit.” It’s definitely 
a religious ceremony, not something for tourists, though I have heard that 
some cruise ships put on displays. I have no idea what they provide, but it can’t 
be the same as this genuine one. 
 I said I would explain Poya days. The Government which had ousted Mrs 
Bandaranaike’s left-wing party at the previous election had promised to bring in 
the Buddhist calendar to replace the one used all over the world. That had won 
them the election. When I arrived in late 1966, it had been going nearly a year, 
and a group of Buddhist priests held a week-long celebration outside the Prime 
Minister’s residence. The general public were less enthusiastic, and the country 
rejoined the rest of the world two or three years later. 
 Each of the four quarters of the moon’s phases was Poya day, the weekly 
day off equivalent to our Sunday, and the day before was pre-Poya, like 
Saturday, when most offices closed at midday. The snag in this is that the 
moon’s quarters occur slightly more than 7 days apart, so every few weeks 
there were 8 days between Poyas, and the weekend moved forward one day. 
The newspaper carried a notice on the front page: “Your next four weekends 
are:-” perhaps Tuesday/Wednesday followed by two Wednesday/Thursdays 
and then Thursday/Friday. 
 This was confusing enough, particularly when combined with the 
frequent holidays, but there was a hidden trap. When they introduced the law 
to change the calendar, they forgot to change the Labour Law which said every 
worker must have a rest day at least once a week. And a week was defined as 7 
days from Sunday to Saturday. Therefore whenever the weekend lurched from 
Friday/Saturday to Saturday/Sunday there was no Poya day in that legal week, 
so we had to have an ‘Extra Poya’ on Sunday, and a long weekend. 
 And it was only thanks to that rule that we got Easter Sunday off in 1967. 
Ash Wednesday had already been on ‘Saturday’ (pre-Poya), and Good Friday 
and Easter Monday were both legal holidays, but when the British had drawn 
up the list, they didn’t make Easter Sunday a holiday – because it was a Sunday, 
of course. Luckily, Poya was Saturday, at the start of an 8-day week, so Easter 
was rescued by ‘Extra Poya’. 
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Giving up gin for Lent! 

Submitted by Margaret Tait 

 

Giving up gin for Lent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Some will give up biscuits but I plan to ditch the gin 
I’m hoping that less alcohol will make me nice and thin.  

I’ve always liked my calories inside a glass you see,  
I don’t succumb to chocolate or cakes and buns for tea.  

 
Sugar is a No, No, I avoid all fatty stuff, 

But pour a gin and tonic and it’s hard to get enough! 
I love a glass of Gordon’s with lemon and some ice, 

It beats a cup of tea - I find it very nice.  
 

So I plan to go without for the forty days of lent, 
There will be cash to spare, I’ll make sure it is well spent.  

The bottle bank will miss me and wonder where I am 
But I’ll be back when Lent is done carrying all I can.  
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In the week beginning 8 February 2021, the 45th President of the United 
States, Donald J Trump, went on trial in the US Senate charged with inciting 
his followers to an act of insurrection – the storming of the Congress 
building on 6 January. The next day, Ben Wallace, the UK’s Defence 
Secretary, warned of the growing threat of chemical and biological attacks 
blaming a “breakdown of world order” as states increasingly ignore long-
established international rules. Meanwhile across Myanmar, for the fourth 
day running towns and cities were brought to a halt by students and 
professional people protesting against the military coup which had seen the 
overthrow and house arrest of the country’s elected leaders. 
 These are just three examples of what political commentators are 
increasingly referring to as an all-embracing worldwide trend: politics are 
bloodier and more confrontational than ever before – in language and in 
action.  
 Of course, political violence is alive in almost every society at any 
given moment. Historically, a government intentionally or unintentionally 
marginalises a faction of society. The marginalised faction poses demands 
and takes action in the form of protests, acts of violence or both. 
Governments reluctant or unwilling to address demands through non-
violent political processes react violently against dissenters, attacking 
demonstrators and jailing activists. In this way, cycles of political violence 
arise and persist. 
 It takes many forms but follows some basic principles and patterns. At 
its most fundamental, it involves individuals and small groups attacking 
people and property in the name of a cause. This might take pretty low-level 
forms, such as spray-painting anti-government graffiti on public buildings. 
Setting fire to a government facility is more serious and throwing bombs and 
forming mobs for rampage and other acts of aggression are an extension of 
this behaviour with governments usually the targets for the violence. Such 
acts have been going on throughout the world for very many years. 
However, over the past decade, the rise in political violence has become 
particularly marked with a doubling in the yearly number of riots since 2010 
and a fifteen-times increase in the annual number of bombings since 2017. 

Whither or wither Liberal 
Democracy? (part 1) 

Submitted by Clive Barnett 
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 This startling increase in acts of political violence points to a new and 
worrying phenomenon. For a long time, political violence tended to be 
mainly a feature of underdeveloped countries whose governments often 
lacked the capacity effectively to mediate tensions within their societies and 
fend off challenges from violent oppositionists. Perennial warzones such as 
Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo stood as 
prime examples. Impoverishment and political violence seemingly went 
hand in hand for such nations, exacerbated at times by other factors, such as 
burgeoning ethnonationalism, intervention by outside powers, 
environmental stress or other issues. More developed countries seemed to 
be reasonably safe from persistent political violence, mainly because their 
governments had more robust capabilities. However, over the last decade, 
political violence has affected the lives of more than half the world’s 
population and is no longer confined to the poorest countries. Increased 
political violence has come to Brazil, Russia, Mexico, The Philippines and 
Turkey, places long thought immune to such unrest given their relative 
wealth. Moreover, in these and other countries masses of newly-active 
protestors are taking to the streets voicing anger on issues ranging from 
endemic corruption to school fees. 
 Political commentators have deduced a number of reasons for this 
upsurge in protest. These include, firstly, disenchantment with established 
political parties and policy solutions. Secondly, there is the growth of 
political comment on social media. While increased engagement in the 
political process is to be welcomed, this has also had the effect of polarising 
debate and removing the potential for consensus. At its most extreme it has 
resulted in the confirmation of extremist views and often bizarre conspiracy 
theories, such as those which have taken hold amongst some of those who 
stormed the Capitol building on 6 January. The involvement of external 
governments in a strategy of disinformation spread via the world wide web 
is another factor. Most intriguingly of all, there is clear evidence that the rise 
in political activism leading to violence now appears to correlate with 
increasing national wealth meaning that even the most prosperous western 
countries are no longer as immune to disruption to their democratic 
processes as they once were. In a second article, I shall explore why this 
should be and what might be the response of Christians to such 
developments. 
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How Good Were You? 
submitted by Hilary Deadman 

Here is the solution to the rebus puzzle.  Did you try it?  We nearly went 
mad trying to get all the answers and I just can't believe that three of our 
son's pupils got it right! Anyway, it would be interesting to see if any Corona 
Chronicle readers managed it. 
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Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on 
Thursday 11 February 

Children and Dogs - the Syrian 
Woman 

Mark 7: 24-37 
Insults. I like insults. I confess it. 
There is nothing quite so pleasing to 
an old cynic like me than a well-
crafted insult.  Take, for example, the 
anecdotal tale about Sir Winston 
Churchill. Once, at a party, he is said 
to have been approached by one 
Elizabeth Braddock, who exclaimed 
"Mr Churchill, you are drunk!" 
Churchill is said to have replied, "Yes, 
Madam, and you are ugly. But in the 
morning, I will be sober." Priceless, 
isn't it? 
 We all know, though, don't we, 
that insults can easily cross the line 
between gentle playful fun, and 
downright hurt and offence.  Certain 
words have the power to wound...for 
all sorts of reasons. Which is why it is 
quite surprising that in today's 
Gospel we should hear Jesus 
describing the non-Jewish races 
around him as 'dogs'. In the Middle 
East, calling someone a dog has 
always been a gross insult.  And yet, 
when a Syro-Phoenician woman 
comes to Jesus to ask for healing for 
her daughter, Jesus' response is 'it’s 
not fair to take the children's food 
and throw it to the dogs'. 
 Jesus appears to be saying that 

his ministry, his power, his gifts, are 
meant only for the people of Israel - 
not for anyone else.  What a shock! 
What an insult! To the woman in 
question, it would have been like me 
saying that only white English people 
can be Christians. 
 But when we read the Bible, 
we have to be very careful. Only a 
few pages earlier, especially in 
chapters 3 and 5, we find that Jesus 
quite happily and regularly preached 
his message to non-Jews, all around 
Tyre and Sidon, casting out demons 
into a herd of very non-Jewish pigs. 
 So the immediate context of 
Mark's gospel tells us that Jesus was 
happy to preach to non-Jews, happy 
to heal them.  He clearly wanted all 
peoples to know about God. 
 So - we've got ample scriptural 
evidence that Jesus was anything but 
a racist. But then, we've got 
scriptural and historical evidence 
that the people all around Jesus 
pretty much hated each other. 
So...with that evidence before 
us...what are we to make of Jesus 
statement about children and dogs? 
Mark tells us that after some intense 
theological arguments with Jewish 
religious leaders, Jesus went off to 
the city of Tyre - some distance from 
Galilee.  And, according to Mark, he 
"did not want anyone to know it". 
Mark presents us with a Jesus in 

 Jesus the racist? 
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retreat...trying to get away from it all 
for a while...needing to get his head 
together in a quiet place without 
crowds all around him asking for 
another miracle. 
 Then along comes this woman 
- a Gentile - who asks Jesus for 
another miracle`. Weighed down by 
the difficulties of his mission, tired, 
worn-out, it seems to me that Jesus 
actually appears to snap.  We can 
imagine him, frustrated that he is not 
getting through to his own people, 
saying to himself "I need to focus on 
Israel...I need to get them to 
understand before we can take this 
message any further". He gropes for 
a metaphor. Tired, he turns to the 
woman and sighs "First let the 
children eat all they want...". 
 Notice the use of the word 
"first". Jesus' reply doesn't exclude 
the Gentiles...he simply states that as 
a Jew, from a nation of Jews, through 
whom God has chosen to bring 
salvation to the world - Jesus needs 
to focus on the Jews first. 
 Then comes the difficult line: 
"for it is not right to take the 
children's bread and toss it to the 
dogs". It's a metaphor. Jesus is trying 
to soften his automatic response.  In 
fact, although we translate the word 
here as 'dogs', scholars tell us that 
Jesus used a word which referred to 
household pets. It was a diminutive 
form of the word for dogs. A playful 
word. More like a puppy than a fully 

grown Rottweiler! 
 But the woman is more than a 
match for the tired, worn-out Jesus. 
And she's desperate to get Jesus to 
change his mind.  She persists - she 
spars with him. "Yes Lord", she 
replies...accepting for a moment the 
idea of the Gentiles as being his 
second priority. "Yes Lord, but even 
the dogs under the table eat the 
children's crumbs". 
 You can almost see Jesus 
laughing at this point. You can see 
him acknowledging that he was 
wrong to not give his help 
immediately...and smiling that the 
woman had so cleverly turned his 
own metaphor against him.  Mark 
tells us that then he told her "For 
such a reply, you may go: the demon 
has left your daughter". 
 So what do we learned from 
this story - and from this bit of bible-
study we've been doing together? 
 First, we've seen something of 
Jesus' humanity. We sometimes 
forget that Jesus was human, as 
much as he was God. He felt cold, 
hunger and fatigue just like we do.   
For those of us who are struggling 
with what feels like a never-ending 
lockdown, we can be sure that Jesus 
feels our tiredness, and our 
frustration. 
 And, just like us, when he was 
tired and stressed, he was capable of 
getting things a little out of balance.  
The same goes for us. It is not sinful 
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in itself to hold a wrong opinion. But 
it would be sinful to continue 
steadfastly holding that opinion in 
the face of revealed truth.  When 
strong science, or the Holy Spirit, 
reveal to us that an opinion we hold 
is simply wrong (a false truth, 
perhaps!) we sin when we refuse to 
change our mind – to repent, to turn 
around, to face in the new direction 
of truth. 
 Secondly, I think this story 
reminds us to have some patience 
with each other when we sometimes 
get things wrong.  It’s good to 
recognise that we are all human… 
that we can all mis-speak from time 
to time.  We need t be always ready 
to forgive and move on in our 
relationships with one another.  As 
someone who enjoys both giving 
and receiving a bit of teasing, I know 
that feeling of ‘Oh no, I’ve over-

stepped the mark there!’.  I pray for 
the forgiveness of those around me, 
when that happens.  Just as I offer 
forgiveness if their occasional 
careless words cause me pain.  
That’s part of what it means to live 
in a Christian community – forgiving 
others, as we too are forgiven. 
 So, what do we learn from this 
story?  We learn that we follow a 
Lord who know what it is like to be 
us – to be tired, fed-up, and in need 
of getting away from it all.  He 
stands with us, alongside us, 
sustaining us and encouraging us – 
knowing completely what we are 
going through.  He is with us today, 
just as he was with the Syro-
Phoenician woman.  He is our rock, 
the source of all our forgiveness, and 
the healer of spirit, body and mind. 
Amen. 

God’s Plan for Aging! 
Submitted by Clive Barnett 

Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed 
that seniors become forgetful so they would have to search for their 
glasses, keys and other things thus doing more walking. And God looked 
down and saw that it was good. 
 Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made 
seniors lose coordination so they would drop things requiring them to 
bend, reach & stretch. And God looked down and saw that it was good 
 Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors 
would have additional calls of nature requiring more trips to the 
bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God looked down and saw that 
it was good. 
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So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, 
remember it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interest even though 
you mutter under your breath. 
 
Nine Important Facts To Remember As We Grow Older: 
  
#9 Death is the number 1 killer in the world. 
 
#8 Life is sexually transmitted. 
 
#7 Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can 
die. 
 
#6 Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky panky, and they can't 
tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich. 
 
#5 Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person 
to use the Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, months, 
maybe years unless you give them your email address. 
 
#4 Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital, 
dying of nothing. 
 
#3 All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention 
to criticism. 
 
#2 In the 60's, people took LSD to make the world weird. Now the 
world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it normal. 
 
#1 Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may be a 
burning issue tomorrow. 
 
Please share this wisdom with others while I go to the bathroom. 
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submitted by Sandra Haggan 
 

I want to begin by reassuring you of the support of the ministry and pastoral 
teams as you come to terms with what Lockdown means for you. 
 We are aware that for some of us this will be an uncomfortable time and 
would encourage you to be in touch with us and let us know how best we can 
support and help you over the coming weeks. 
 We have a team of people phoning regularly but if you have not received 
calls or indeed would like more calls, please do let me know. 
 We have lots of jigsaw puzzles (500 and 1000 pieces) which are available 
to borrow, if you need a board to do one on, we can help with that too!  Also 
plenty of books and some adult colouring books. 
 The church is closed to public access at this time for the safety of all, we 
are reviewing this regularly and will let you know as soon as we are able to 
open again. 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or someone else do let us know.  
There are two ways: the name can go on the public prayer list (this will appear 
in the Corona Chronicle and be said during services) or on the private prayer 
list where the name will go only to our prayer ministry team. 
Sandra Haggan 02392 455161   07452 982287 

 
 
 
‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ by Charles Mackesy  
is just full of beautiful thoughts and reflections including: 
"What do you want to be when you grow up?" "Kind" said the 
boy. 
"Being kind to yourself is one of the greatest kindnesses" said 
the mole. 
"Nothing beats kindness." said the horse. "It sits quietly beyond 
all things." 
and so much more.  If anybody would like to borrow the book 
please let me know.  We have quite a library of books so again 
let me know what sort of book you might be interested in and 
we can arrange getting it to you. 

Articles for the Corona Chronicle 

If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email 
Pauline at office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.   

Books 

Pastoral News 
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Canon Tom Kennar’s Sermon from last 
Sunday 14 February 2021—  

. Text Mark 9.2-9 -  
The Mount of Transfiguration 
 Today, of course, is Valentine’s 
Day, as well as being the first Sunday 
of Lent. I've been doing a little digging - 
to see what I could find out about the 
origins of Valentine's Day.  It might 
interest you to know that very little 
fact is known about it at all! The feast 
of St. Valentine was first established in 
496 by Pope Gelasius I, who included 
Valentine among a list of early church 
martyrs.  According to Gelasius, 
Valentine was one of those martyrs "... 
whose names are justly reverenced 
among men, but whose acts are 
known only to God."  As Gelasius 
implied, nothing was known about 
Valentine, even a couple of hundred 
years after his death. 
 Quite why St Valentine has 
become the focus of romantic love is 
one of those mysteries...no-one really 
knows.  Certainly there is no factual 
history that links Valentine with love.  
He appears to have been a martyr who 
was be-headed because he would not 
deny Christ...and there is a legend 
about him healing his jailer's daughter 
before his death.  But that's about it.  
There is one story, from the 1400s (a 
thousand years after Valentine’s 
death) that he was arrested for 
performing secret marriages of 
soldiers – who the Roman army 
preferred to keep celibate, to be better 
fighting men.  But that is a highly 
dubious story. 

 There’s one other potential 
connection worth exploring.  The 
Romans had a festival called 
Lupercalia, which celebrated the she-
wolf who had suckled the founders of 
Rome, Romulus and Remus. It was 
celebrated on the 15th of February, 
and included all sorts of fun and 
games...and no doubt a certain 
amount of, shall we say, 'romancing' 
used to take place between the young 
men and women of Rome. It may 
simply be that the feast-day of the 
largely unknown St Valentine was 
closest to the ancient love-fest of 
Lupercalia... and the two have become 
entwined.   Who knows? 
 Nevertheless, we are where we 
are...Valentine's day has become 
linked to the notion of romantic 
love...spurred on by the card-printers 
and present-makers...so that now, all 
around the western world, lovers of 
every age are desperately running 
around trying to find some small token 
of love.... preferably one that they 
haven't found in a previous year. It's 
quite a challenge, isn't it?! 
 In the light of this lack of 
information about Valentine, it would 
be relatively easy to dismiss the whole 
story as worthless myth – and to 
refuse to have anything to do with it at 
all.  But that would be to miss the 
point of myth.  Myths and fables may 
not be literally, factually, historically 
true.  But they always contain truth.  
We should always be careful not to 
confuse fact with truth.  Facts are 
scientifically testable events.  Truth, on 

Valentine and the Mountain 
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the other hand, is the search for 
meaning underneath either a fact or a 
story. 
 Let’s use a simple example.  If I 
drop a heavy object while standing on 
the earth, it will fall to the ground.  
That is a fact.  But the truth, underlying 
the fact, is that the force of gravity acts 
upon the object to cause it to move 
towards the centre of the earth, until a 
solid object (like the ground) stops it 
from moving. 
 And that’s the challenge of 
Valentine.  Any stories you may hear 
about him are myth.  There is no 
factual, provable evidence even for his 
existence.  But the underlying truth of 
this day that has grown up around him 
is that love does matter, and the bonds 
of love between human beings are 
worth celebrating and nurturing. 
 Today’s Gospel story also has the 
feeling of myth about it, doesn’t it?  We 
are presented with a definitive 
‘mountain-top experience’, and a story 
of Jesus conferring with Moses and 
Elijah, prior to setting his face towards 
Jerusalem and the cross.  In the 
meantime, a bit of comic relief is 
provided in the story by Peter - fussing 
about whether to build shelters for 
these heavenly beings to meet in.  I’m 
dubious, personally, about whether this 
story is recorded fact, or glorious myth.  
But, as with all such myths – and with 
all such stories, even when absolutely 
true – the question we must ask is ‘why 
is this written down for us to read?  
What is it that the writer of this story 
wants us to learn?’. 

 There are many potential 
learning points for us. 
 First, we might see that Jesus 
didn’t appear on earth out of nothing.  
He came as an inheritor and 
embodiment of all the Biblical history 
which preceded him.  He speaks his 
own wisdom, but that wisdom is routed 
in the wisdom of the past, embodied in 
the teachings of Moses, and the 
prophetic vision of Elijah. Jesus inherits 
that history, and he fulfils it, through 
the sacrificial path he is about to 
follow, to the Cross and Resurrection. 
 Secondly, we are reminded that 
life often contains ‘mountain top’ 
experiences, but as I’ve preached 
before on this passage, we must never 
forget that we come down from 
mountains.  Great spiritual events are 
brilliant for inspiring us and equipping 
us – but the work of the Gospel takes 
place in the valleys and dark places of 
our world. 
 Thirdly, the comic relief provided 
by Peter reminds us to keep focused on 
the spiritual, and not to get too bogged 
down by the practical issues of life.  
That’s very easy for me to do – as I find 
myself obsessing about the latest 
building project in the parish, or the 
practical requirements of parish 
bureaucracy.  If I’m not careful, I can 
find myself spending all day doing 
practical things for Jesus, and failing to 
just stop and bathe in the beauty and 
the power of Jesus himself.   Is that true 
for you too?  Do you also find yourself 
focusing on what you need to do, 
rather than what you need to be? 
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 Related to that thought comes a 
fourth (and final) point.  At the 
conclusion of this story, God speaks 
from heaven saying ‘this is my Son…
listen to him’.  Again, if I am too busy 
doing stuff for Jesus (like Peter), I will 
fail to take the time to listen to what 
Jesus teaches me – through the pages of 
Scripture, and through my heart by the 
Holy Spirit.  We all need to make space 
to listen to God, as well as to serve him. 
 Let me try to cunningly draw the 
two themes of this homily together.  On 
the one hand we have Valentine – and 
icon for love, not just of the romantic 
kind.  We know little enough about him, 
but we can be sure that it was his love 

for Jesus, above all, which drove him to 
perform acts of love for those around 
him.   And, on the other hand - we have 
the Mount of Transfiguration, on which 
the very God of Love commanded us to 
listen to his Son.   It is Love, ultimately, 
which sits at the heart of both these 
stories.  And it is love which will drive us 
down from the Mountain of our worship 
today, and into the valleys of doubt, 
poverty, faithlessness, loneliness, and 
all the other ills of the world.  We will 
carry with us the Love which Valentine 
knew, and which Jesus embodies – as 
we go on to love and serve the Lord!  
Amen. 
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Anthem of the Week 
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director 

 

My chosen anthem for this week is a setting of the hymn O for a closer 
walk with God by the Irish composer, conductor and music teacher 
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852 – 1924).  

Born to a well-off and highly musical family in Dublin, Stanford 
was educated at the University of Cambridge before studying 
music in Leipzig and Berlin. He was instrumental in raising the 
status of the Cambridge University Musical Society, attracting 
international stars to perform with it. While still an 

undergraduate, Stanford was appointed organist of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. In 1882, aged 29, he was one of the founding professors of the 
Royal College of Music, where he taught composition for the rest of his 
life. From 1887 he was also Professor of Music at Cambridge. Among his 
pupils were rising composers whose fame went on to surpass his own, 
such as Gustav Holst and Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

Stanford composed a substantial number of concert works, including 
seven symphonies, but his best-remembered pieces are his choral works 
for church performance, especially his settings of the Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis for evensong and Te Deum and Jubilate for matins.  

In addition to composing anthems and services for choirs, 
Stanford composed six Bible Songs for solo voice and organ, 
which were first performed by his fellow Irishman and future 
biographer, Harry Plunket Greene (1865 – 1936). Stanford also 
composed a set of Six Hymns (sometimes known as ‘short anthems’) 
which could be individually appended to each song. Based on well-known 
hymns of the day, their intention, in an almost Lutheran way, was to 
comment theologically on the scriptural meditation of the preceding song.  

Song number six of the set is titled “A Song of Wisdom” and 
takes its text from the book of Ecclesiasticus (Chapter 24). The 
hymn that is paired to the song is “O for a closer walk with 
God”, which is taken from the Scottish Psalter (1635) and uses 
words by the English poet and hymnodist William Cowper 
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(1731 – 1800). Stanford uses three verses (1, 3 and 5) from the  original 
five, to create a beautiful setting of the text. Listen out for how the music 
becomes increasingly intricate and how Stanford portrays the poetry in the 
music, especially the words “Calm and serene my frame”. We call this 
“word painting” in the music world. 

Here is a recording of the hymn (short anthem) …  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_KjpYAyZo  

… and here is a recording of the song that was written to precede it:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xoe1alDnofw  

Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist 

As last Sunday (and by coincidence), we have the 

combination of the two Johanns again, namely Johann 

Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) and Johann Krebs (1713 – 

1780). The voluntary before the service is a 

prelude on the chorale melody known as “Jesu, meine freude” 

by Krebs. The official title of the voluntary is Praeambulum 

Supra Jesu, Meine Freude.  The voluntary after the service is 

the Prelude and Fugue in D minor BWV554 by Bach.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_KjpYAyZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xoe1alDnofw
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Graham Kidd’s Sermon from  
Ash Wednesday— 17 February 2021 
 

Happy Ash Wednesday. Here we 
are again, 40 days of Lenten misery; 
and eleven more days of gloomy 
February…  
 Or is it gloom and misery? In 
writing this sermon, I found this 
extract from a short story help my 
decision. It’s about two friends.  
 He stood by the side of the 
stream, and looked at himself in the 
water. “Pathetic,” he said. “That’s 
what it is. Pathetic.” He turned and 
walked slowly down the stream for 
twenty yards, splashed across it, 
and walked slowly back on the 
other side. Then he looked at 
himself in the water again. “As I 
thought,” he said. “No better from 
THIS side. But nobody minds. 
Nobody cares. Pathetic, that’s what 
it is.” There was a crackling noise in 
the bracken behind him, and out 
came his friend. “Good morning, 
Eeyore,” said Pooh. “Good morning, 
Pooh Bear,” said Eeyore gloomily. 
“If it IS a good morning,” he said. 
“Which I doubt,” said he. “Why, 
what’s the matter?” “Nothing, Pooh 
Bear, nothing. We can’t all, and 
some of us don’t. That’s all there is 

to it.” “Can’t all WHAT?” said Pooh, 
rubbing his nose. “Gaiety. Song-and
-dance. Here we go round the 
mulberry bush. ...I’m not 
complaining, but There It Is.” 
 I wonder whether we 
associate ourselves with Winnie the 
Pooh or Eeyore? Or perhaps we 
should be asking ourselves, which 
character are you now; and which 
one do you aspire to be?  
 The poet TS Eliot appears to 
associate with Eeyore in his poem 
Little Gidding:  
 Ash on an old man's sleeve Is 
all the ash the burnt roses leave. 
Dust in the air suspended Marks the 
place where a story ended. 
 These lines remind us that 
Ash Wednesday is one of the most 
solemn days in the Church 
calendar. We begin the 40 day 
Lenten journey as we try to identify 
with Jesus and his experience in the 
wilderness. But maybe we’re 
making a mistake in thinking that 
Lent is a time to have a mind-set 
like Eeyore.  
 The priest and poet George 
Herbert, writing about 300 years 
before TS Eliot takes a more Winnie 
the Pooh approach:  
 Welcome dear feast of Lent: 

Happy Ash Wednesday 
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who loves not thee, He loves not 
Temperance, or Authority. 
 George Herbert’s use of the 
word feast is perhaps surprising 
because when we think of Lent, we 
think of the word fast. Maybe Lent 
is about both, a fast for the body 
and a feast for the soul; about 
spiritual depth and maturity. These 
things are not of doom and gloom, 
but rather a wonderful affirmation 
of faith. As our [first] hymn put it:  
So shall peace divine be ours; holy 
gladness, pure and true: come to 
us, angelic powers, such as 
ministered to you.  
 So maybe Lent isn’t an excuse 
for being an Eeyore, although the 
craving of caffeine or chocolate 
might make us a bit cranky 
sometimes. In our Gospel reading, 
we heard Jesus stating quite 
clearly: don’t look dismal, leave 
that to the hypocrites! Instead, 
look fresh and healthy.  
 Again and again, the Gospel 
reading alludes to the secret 
solitary nature of Lent: your alms 
may be done in secret (v4) … 
whenever you pray, go into your 
room and the Father who sees in 
secret will reward you (v6) … and 
again: your fasting may be seen not 
by others but in secret (v18). So 
Lent is clearly a time for secrets, 
secrets to be shared with God. Lent 
provides an opportunity for us to 

be introverts, a real medicine to 
external things that occupy much 
of our time and energy, not to 
mention all that is going on in the 
world. Lent provides us with an 
opportunity to grow inwardly and 
in holiness.  
 The symbol and name of this 
feast day is Ash. On Ash 
Wednesday, many Christians will 
receive the sign of the cross, 
drowning “all our faults and fears”, 
as the priest and poet Phineas 
Fletcher puts it in the Passiontide 
hymn, Drop, drop slow tears. To 
the appearance of others, our faces 
become disfigured by the sign of 
the cross. To us, we know that we 
carry the sign of God’s love.  
 Let’s end by returning to the 
TS Eliot quote from earlier:  
Ash on an old man's sleeve Is all the 
ash the burnt roses leave. Dust in 
the air suspended Marks the place 
where a story ended.  
 But, the story ended is only 
the vain story of the hypocrites, 
whom Jesus says have received 
their reward (v5). Our story hasn’t 
ended! The challenge is how we 
wish to live our lives during Lent 
2021 and beyond.  
 Pooh or Eeyore, the decision 
is yours.  
Happy feast day.  
AMEN.  
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The First Sunday of Lent 
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar.   

 Hymn (190) 
Words: George H Smyttan (1822-1870), adapted by Michael Forster (b.1946) 

Tune: Aus der Tiefe, from the Nürnbergisches Gesangbuch (1676) 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

  
A reading from the book of Genesis (9.8-17) 

The faithful man Noah, his family, and the living creatures of the earth were 
saved from destruction by flood; after the waters subside, God makes a promise. 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth 
with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that 

Hymns & Readings - Sunday 21 February   

1. Forty days and forty nights   4. Then if evil on us press, 
you were fasting in the wild;   flesh or spirit to assail, 
forty days and forty nights,   Victor in the wilderness, 
tempted still, yet unbeguiled.   help us not to swerve or fail. 
 
2. Sunbeams scorching all the day,  5. So shall peace divine be ours; 
chilly dew-drops nightly shed,   holy gladness, pure and true: 
prowling beasts about your way,  come to us, angelic powers, 
stones your pillow, earth your bed.  such as ministered to you. 
 
3. Let us your endurance share,   6. Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 
and from earthly greed abstain,   ever constant by your side, 
with you vigilant in prayer,   that with you we may appear 
with you strong to suffer pain.   at th’eternal Eastertide. 
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never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 
 God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have 
set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. 
 ‘When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ 
God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’ 

(Mark 1.9-15) 
At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus is baptised and tempted. 

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he was the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in 
the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

 
Offertory Hymn (69) 

Words: Isaac Williams (1802-1865) 
Tune: Abridge, Isaac Smith (1734-1805) 

 

1. Be thou my guardian and my guide,  3. And if I tempted am to sin, 
and hear me when I call;    and outward things are strong, 
let not my slippery footsteps slide,  do thou, O Lord, keep watch within, 
and hold me lest I fall.    and save my soul from wrong. 
 
2. The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell 4. Still let me ever watch and pray, 
around the path I tread;    and feel that I am frail; 
O save me from the snares of hell,  that if the tempter cross my way, 
thou quickener of the dead.   yet he may not prevail. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

  Lord God, 
  you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; 
  by it you nourish our faith, 
  increase our hope, 
  and strengthen our love: 
  teach us always to hunger for him  
  who is the true and living bread, 
  and enable us to live by every word 
  that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

Final Hymn  (484) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Tune: Richmond, (572) adapted from Thomas Haweis(1734-1820) 
 

 
 

1. O for a heart to praise my God,  3. A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
a heart from sin set free;    believing, true and clean, 
a heart that’s sprinkled with the blood which neither life nor death can part 
so freely shed for me.    from him who dwells within. 
 
2. A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 4. A heart in every thought renewed, 
my great Redeemer’s throne;   and full of love divine; 
where only Christ is heard to speak,  perfect and right and pure and good - 
where Jesus reigns alone.   a copy, Lord, of thine. 
 
   5. Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 
   come quickly from above; 
   write thy new name upon my heart, 
   thy new best name of love. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 21 February 

The First Sunday of Lent 

Hymn 343 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) alt. 

Psalm 119: 17-32  
O do good to your servant that I may live, 

   and so shall I keep your word. 
open my eyes, that I may see  

   the wonders of your law. 
I am a stranger upon earth; 

   hide not your commandments from me. 
My soul is consumed at all times 

   with fervent longing for your judgements. 
You have rebuked the arrogant; 

   cursed are those who stray from your commandments. 
Turn from me shame and rebuke, 

   for I have kept your testimonies. 

1. Jesu, lover of my soul, 
let me to thy bosom fly, 
while the gathering waters roll, 
while the tempest still is high: 
hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
til the storm of life is past; 
safe in to the haven guide, 
O receive my soul at last. 
 
2. Other refuge have I none, 
hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on thee is stayed, 
all my help from thee I bring; 
cover my defenceless head 
with the shadow of thy wing. 

 
3. Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
grace to cleanse from ev’ry sin; 
let the healing streams abound, 
make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art, 
freely let me take of thee, 
spring thou up within my heart, 
rise to all eternity. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Rulers also sit and speak against me, 
   but your servant meditates on your statutes. 

For your testimonies are my delight; 
   they are my faithful counsellors. 

My soul cleaves to the dust; 
   O give me life according to your word. 

I have acknowledged my ways and you have answered me; 
   O teach me your statutes. 

Make me understand the way of your commandments, 
   and so shall I meditate on your wondrous works. 

My soul melts away in tears of sorrow; 
   raise me up according to your word. 

Take from me the way of falsehood; 
   be gracious to me through your law. 

I have chosen the way of truth 
   and your judgements have I laid before me. 

I hold fast to your testimonies; 
   O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 

I will run the way of your commandments, 
   when you have set my heart at liberty.  

  
Genesis chapter 2:15-17, 3:1-17 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every 
tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 
 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or 
you shall die.” ’But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  
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Luke, chapter 13, verses 31-35 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.’ He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, 
“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I 
must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away 
from Jerusalem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 
until the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord.” ’  
 

Hymn 379 
Words: James Edmeston (1791-1867) 

Tune: Mannheim, Friedrich Filitz (1804-1876) 

 

 

1. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us          2. Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;          all our weakness thou dost know, 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,          thou didst tread this earth before us, 
for we have no help but thee;           thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
yet possessing every blessing           lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
if our God our Father be.            through the desert thou didst go. 
 
    3. Spirit of our God, descending, 
    fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
    love with every passion blending, 
    pleasure that can never cloy; 
    thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
    nothing can our peace destroy. 
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Yes, we’re publishing a new book (as soon as 
it arrives from the printers!) - capturing some 
of the fantastic original writing by people 
from all over the parish during 2020.  
Containing reflections, parish history, 

autobiographies and sermons, all 
culled from the pages of the 
Corona Chronicle, with an easy-to
-use contents page, this book will 
keep you entertained, amused, 
and thoughtful for years to come!  
All  proceeds to the Big Build 
Campaign.   
  Please order YOUR 
copy (or copies) using the order 
form overleaf. Please send your 
order form (with a cheque, OR 
promise/declaration of an online 
donation) to Canon Tom Kennar, 
5 Meadowlands, Havant, PO9 
2PR. 
 
Lockdown Lines contains 340 
pages of sermons and reflections 
from the Rector (delivered in 
2020) plus other contributions 
from:  
Carol Acworth, Clive Barnett, John 

Burch, Colin Browne, Colin & Beryl Carter, Jackie Brookfield, Polly Chapman, 
Wyn Clinnick (RIP), Will Coulston, Hilary Deadman, Chris Elmes, Mike 
Fairhurst, Caroline Fisk, Mavis Floyd, Judy Glennister (RIP), Ann Griffiths, Julia 
Hancock, Colin Hedley, Father Frank Hillebrand, Bishop John Hind, Sandra 
Haggan, Alan Hakim, Nina Hartley, Bill Jones, Felicity Kay, Michael Laird, 
Sheila Legg, Jackie Martin, Beatrice Mockford,  Eileen Norris, Ann Plater, Rex 
Plowman, Nick Pointer, Marion Porter, Kim Sharpe, Bill Skilleter , Margaret 
Tait. Bridget Wade. Pauline West and Liz White. 
 

Limited print-run of 250:  Order your copy (or copies) today! 
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ORDER FORM 

Please reserve a SIGNED  

Lockdown Lines  

for me! 
 

YOUR DETAILS 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: (if delivery is required) _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________ Phone:___________________ 

HOW MANY COPIES? 

Please reserve ______  copy/copies for me. 

Please deliver copies by post    /    I will collect my copies*     (delete as  

          appropriate) 

PAYMENT:   

Price per collected copy:  - £9.99   OR  if delivered - £12.50 

Amount due is price per copy X number of copies 

I confirm that I have made an online donation to the Big Build Campaign 
at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4908#!/DonationDetails 

 sufficient to at least cover the amount due 

OR 

I attach a cheque payable to ‘PCC of St Faith’s’ to cover the amount due 
(feel free to donate more than the amount due!) 

 

*Copies may be collected from the Rectory porch.  You will be notified 

when they become available.   

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4908#!/DonationDetails

