The Corona Chronicle
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It’s here!
Our new book has arrived from the
printers. Please turn to the back
cover to find out how to obtain your
limited edition copy!
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This Week...
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda
Thomas
The Diocese
For the Bishop as he
plans for retirement.
The Diocesan Team.
Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Schools and healthcare facilities, shops .
Those in Urgent
Need
Marlene Sharpe
Mary Moore
The Recently
Departed
Brian Nash
Kim Wynes
Rosemary Horsey
Evelyn Freeston
Betty & Peter
Newman
Brian Golding
Anniversaries of
Departed
27th Lillian Hibberd
28th Alice Clinnick

LIVE EVENTS
All Services, are available online
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
(Sunday at 9.30,
Thursday at 10.30 and 5.30pm)
Sunday Evening Prayer takes place via
Zoom at 6pm: click here (from 5.55pm)

Monday Tea & Chat (via Zoom)
at 3pm: click here (from 3pm)
This Friday: ‘ History of the Bible’ Course
at 7pm Click here
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION
FOR HYMNS AND READINGS FOR THIS
WEEK.
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed
after the fact via the Videos section of our
Facebook page. Just click here to view.
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Lent Online
Weekly Online Events during Lent
Thursdays at
5.30pm

Simple Sung Evensong from
St Faith’s

Facebook and
www.stfaith.com

Fridays at 7pm
(for one hour)

“History of the Bible”
Course based on the BBC precis of John
Barton’s book
Led by Canon Tom Kennar
See overleaf for details

Zoom (click here)

Mondays at 2pm

“Caring for Creation”
a York Course
led by Rev’d Bill Stillwell
of the Methodist Church
See overleaf for details

Please email
revbill@virginmedia.c
om to request Zoom
link

The above Thursday/Friday/Monday pattern then continues until Holy Week
(commences 29 March). Events in Holy Week will be advertised nearer the time.

Other Online Lent Resources
Video
Presentation

Stations of the Cross
at St Faiths: led by Canon Tom

Church of England Daily messages of hope, by email, app
online
or dial-in

Access anytime at
this link
Find out more at
this link

Lent Lectures: “Perspectives on the pandemic: global, local, personal”
St John the Baptist, Shedfield, Lent Lectures. Monday evenings from February 22nd
to March 22nd. Theme is . Speakers include Rt Rev Dr Michael Beasley, Bishop of
Hertford and former epidemiologist; Professor Maggie Rae, President of the UK
Faculty of Public Health; Very Rev Nick Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury; and Dawn
Champion, British Pilgrimage Trust; as well as the Acting Archdeacon of the Meon,
Rev Canon Will Hughes. Booking for the lectures is open on the St John’s website.
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ONLINE: a week in
the life of St Faith’s
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Some Facebook statistics: this was
an ‘average’ week - with no major
campaigns or ‘funny posts’ - and yet,
we still have attracted a substantial
following for our online services. It
will be interesting to see whether
these figures increase now that our
new studio is up and running!

A message to all our Facebook Followers…
The more you ‘share’ (by clicking on the ‘share’ button!) the more
our page gets seen. Jesus told us to tell others the Good News of
the Kingdom - and there is no easier way of being an evangelist than
to click ‘share’. For those who don’t know what ‘share’ does - it
simply places the item you share onto your own page - so that your
own Facebook friends can see it. You can add a comment if you
wish - but simply sharing our posts with your friends will send a
message that you are supportive of St Faith’s and of the message of
love we are trying to convey. So….what are you waiting for. Be an
evangelist….share today!
Canon Tom
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More Airline Humour
Submitted by Peter Allman

After every flight, pilots fill out a form called a gripe sheet, which conveys to the
mechanics problems encountered with the aircraft during the flight that need repair or
correction. The mechanics read and correct the problem, and then respond in
writing on the lower half of the form what remedial action was taken, and the pilot
reviews the gripe sheets before the next flight. Never let it be said that ground crews
and engineers lack a sense of humour. Here are some actual logged maintenance
complaints and problems as submitted by Qantas pilots and the solution recorded by
maintenance engineers. By the way, Qantas is the only major airline that has never had
an accident.
P = The problem logged by the pilot)
S = The solution and action taken by the engineers)
P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement.
S: Almost replaced left inside main tire
P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.
S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.
P: Something loose in cockpit.
S: Something tightened in cockpit.
P: Dead bugs on windshield.
S: Live bugs on back-order.
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per minute descent.
S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground.

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
S: Evidence removed.
P: DME volume unbelievably loud.
S: DME volume set to more believable level.
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
S: That's what they're there for.
P: IFF inoperative.
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.
P: Suspected crack in windshield.
S: Suspect you're right.
P: Number 3 engine missing.
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search.
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STUDY NOTES FOR THIS, AND OUR PREVIOUS
COURSE ARE NOW ON OUR WEBSITE!
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The Church Institute cont…
Submitted by Ann Griffiths

The 1842 Tithe Map shows that George Knight, builder, was living in North Street
with Mary Binsted, who was his mother-in-law and business partner. Mary died in
1852, aged eighty-eight, and the property was sold to Mrs Mountain in 1854.
George Knight and James Moore built the new Church Institute on the site. It was
opened in 1856 and was used for a wide range of events, especially before the
Town Hall was built. Here are a few examples from local newspapers.
'In February 1857 the last of a series of twelve lectures was delivered at the
Church Institute by Mr Scott of Leigh, on the Natural History of The Planets.
Among the lectures of the season, those by C. J. Longcroft Esq. on The History of
Havant and the Neighbourhood, and the Rev. W. S. Dumergue on The Life and
Character of Lord Bacon, deserve prominent notice.'
In 1862 a concert was given at the Church Institute, North Street, by Mr
Alfred Cobby assisted by four lay vicars from Chichester Cathedral, and others.
'The programme consisted of choruses, glees, madrigals and duets, which were
exquisitely sung, and two overtures were cleverly executed by Mr Cobby on a
splendid grand cottage pianoforte.' (The Portsmouth Times of 21 August 1869
states that Alfred Cobby was the son of the Emsworth postmaster and a wellknown organ builder and organist, who trained with Gray & Davison,
manufacturer of church and cathedral pipe organs.)
In 1867 the AGM of 'The Society for Promoting Christianity Among the Jews'
was held at the Church Institute and the Rev. J.C. Reichardt, one of the Society's
missionaries, attended. A collection was made.
A public meeting was held at the Church Institute in October 1867 to discuss
'the propriety of building a hall for the town of Havant to be used for concerts,
lectures and general purposes'. It was proposed to include a grain market, a
charter for such having been granted by King John and confirmed by Henry VI. C.J.
Longcroft, chairman, said that the scheme had been well received and
subscriptions amounting to £1,130 had already been promised.
'The first resolution, proposed by Dr Brabant, seconded by Mr Taplin and
carried unanimously, affirmed the desirability of building a hall, and of adding a
large lower room for volunteer drill, or a market room. The second resolution,
proposed by Mrs H. Gibbins, seconded by Mr E. Stallard and also carried
unanimously, was to the effect that it was desirable to re-establish the market of
Havant. The third resolution, proposed by Mr G. White and seconded by Mr
Stedman, was carried by a majority of 47 to 2. This was to the effect that the offer
of Mr Locke of his garden at the Towns'- End be accepted and the hall built on that
site.'
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Postcards courtesy of Ralph Cousins
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Solutions to a Quiz for very
bright people
Submitted by Clive Barnett

Please see the solutions below in red:
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants
know the score or the leader until the contest ends. Boxing
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?
Niagara Falls
3 Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the
only two perennial vegetables? Asparagus and Rhubarb
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside? Strawberry
5. In many stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle.
The pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is genuine; it hasn't been cut in any
way. How did the pear get inside the bottle? It grew inside the bottle. The
bottles are placed over pear buds when they are small and are wired in place
on the tree. The bottle is left in place for the entire growing season. When the
pears are ripe, they are snipped off at the stems.

6. Only three words in standard English begin with the letters ' dw' and they
are all common words. Name two of them. Dwarf, dwell(ing) and dwindle ...
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name at least
half of them? Full stop, comma, colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe,
question mark, exclamation point, quotation mark, brackets, parentheses,
braces, and ellipses.
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any other form except fresh. Lettuce
9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the
letter 'S.' Shoes, socks, sandals, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes, stockings,
stilts and, in the USA, sneakers!.
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Invite friends or family or stranger to join us for a time of prayer in the
presence of God with brothers and sisters around the world.
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Working From Home
submitted by Margaret Tait

Working from home has its trials,
It isn’t all that it seems,
Though no longer driving through traffic,
you’re really not living in dreams.
Interruptions and deadlines
or meetings on zoom
In the chaos of what was Your small dining room.
You could snack all day if you like,
the fridge and larder are near,
A caramel cappuccino
or a bottle of ice cold beer.
But though you mute the screen,
there is no place to hide,
For Lockdown rules have stated
that people must stay inside.
The children are so noisy,
the boss is on the phone,
Cash projections need an update,
or spreadsheets won’t get done.
There are so many emails,
all needing your attention,
Not a worry for me I’m retired and have a pension!
Colleagues are sadly missed,
the coffee, cakes and chat.
Let’s hope it won’t be long now
before we return to that.
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Whither or wither Liberal
Democracy? (part 2)
Submitted by Clive Barnett

In a previous article (last week), we saw how rich nations with strong
governments can no longer rely on the assumption that frequent political
violence is the preserve of underdeveloped countries with weak or nonexistent democratic systems. A holistic look at political violence around
the world – and in the case of the USA, the events of 6 January 2021 –
suggests that violent clashes between protesters and security forces are
increasingly likely to occur in countries which hitherto had relatively
stable systems of government and representation, leaving them oases no
more.
In 2020, a survey of perceptions of happiness around the world
found that an increasing number of people feel that they live in a world
where a great source of unhappiness is an unavoidable ill of their political
and economic system with no apparent alternative available. Fascism and
totalitarianism have (thankfully) gone; Communism is either dead or, as
in China and Vietnam, it has mutated into a form that would be
unrecognisable to its earliest thinkers. Democratic socialism seems to be
viable only in relatively small, highly developed European countries like
Sweden and Denmark. In that respect, liberal democracy might be said to
face no serious challenge as a framework for ordering political and
economic life.
Demonstrators, for whatever reason, increasingly feel that they can
do little to bring about change in the face of an all-powerful political
establishment. That realisation can easily fuel violent anger especially if
those on the streets feel left behind by the benefits that others in their
society apparently enjoy. Herein lies the crux of the challenge facing
liberal democracy today. Ironically, widening economic prosperity is both
a prime cause of growing political activism and a reason for it taking
increasingly violent forms. Supporters of democratisation have always
argued that economic development is to be welcomed as it stirs political
engagement and social mobilisation, and the evidence of the last
hundred years tends to confirm that when people all over the world
move out of poverty, they tend to turn their gaze from everyday survival
to matters of self-expression that often involve political issues. The richer
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people get, the more demanding they become: better standards of living
invariably give rise to more human acquisitiveness and this often
manifests itself in collective demands made of governments.
The problem is that political systems are more rigid than ever,
especially in more developed countries, making them less responsive to
reform, especially from constituencies outside the normal political class,
and more susceptible to being characterised as self-serving, selfperpetuating and out-of-touch. When Donald Trump promised his
supporters in the “America First” movement that he would ‘drain the
swamp’, he was posing as the outsider ready to take on the Washington
establishment. In so doing, he touched a raw nerve amongst those
millions of voters in the American mid-west and elsewhere, who felt
politically disenfranchised and left behind by economic progress. For
years, the blue-collar workers of the American rust belt had witnessed
the ever-increasing wealth of Silicon Valley to the west and Wall Street to
the east and felt that they were missing out. The feeling that change is
unlikely however they voted at election time added to their growing
sense of desperation and is a key reason for Donald Trump’s unexpected
victory in the Presidential election of 2016. When, following his failure to
gain re-election in November 2020, Trump then claimed that the election
had been stolen as a result of Democrat ballot-rigging, he lit the blue
touch-paper which resulted in the events of 6 January.
The violence of the language and the actions of Donald Trump’s
supporters echoes that of other protesters throughout the world, notably
the participants in the Arab Spring which began in 2011, the events of
which stunned even seasoned political observers. On the eve of the
events which began in Egypt and spread throughout the Middle East, by
virtually all economic indicators the Middle East seemed stable with its
population having more economic benefits than people in other regions
in the world. Yet, the fact that the people who took to the streets in Cairo
and beyond could imagine a better life that was nonetheless out of reach
coincides precisely with the feelings of those who stormed the Capitol
building in January 2021. They felt cheated and denied a prosperous life
by corrupt governments. In the riches that have flowed to a relatively
narrow slice of society in many countries, people see visions of what life
could or should hold for them in a material sense, and such huge wealth
gaps are currently permanent features for countries following the neo19

liberal economic order.
So, how are Christians to respond to the challenges faced by the
western liberal, democratic tradition? Do we hunker down and try to
ignore this tendency towards increasingly violent protest, or do we
resolve to try to do something about it? If we decide on the latter course
of action, what can we do in practical terms? The life of Jesus Christ here
as in all things gives us some pointers. He did not shy away from telling
truth to power whether it be the Jewish high priests or the Roman
authorities, and at times He was prepared to use pretty uncompromising
language to do so. Occasionally, He showed flashes of temper, as when
he threw the money changers and market traders out of the Temple
precincts. But he always acted out of love and compassion for His fellows.
He consistently urges us to become involved and not to ‘pass by on the
other side’. So, if the adage that ‘Evil triumphs when good men and
women do nothing’ still holds, Our Lord’s example requires us to call out
those who would destroy the values of western liberal democracy and to
try, in our own small and varied ways, to make difference, to seek a
consensus and thereby to show that there are ways other than violence
which can bring about change.

A Letter (copied) to the Editor!
(Having been copied into this, I couldn’t resist publishing it! Ed.)

Hello Sandra
Just to say, I started reading Lockdown Lines yesterday and was amazed
and full of admiration for the fact that you regularly go up the church
tower and down again, to raise and lower the Union or St George’s
flag. Being someone who has not climbed a winding staircase (inside a
lighthouse 40 years ago) and couldn’t do it for the life of me, I am struck
by your bravery and commitment! I think you are the unsung hero of St
Faiths, I know there are many in The Church Team but you stand out!
I hope your head is dutifully swelled, you deserve it.
Best regards
Margaret
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Blessings and Curses
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 18 February
Deuteronomy 30.15–end and Luke
9.22–25
Take up your cross…
Today’s Gospel reading, for the
first day of Lent, presents us with a
challenge. “If anyone wants to be my
follower,” says Jesus, “he must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow
me”. It’s very tempting to preach on
that text today! But, if I go too far
along that road, I’ll have nothing left
to say on the Second Sunday of Lent
– when these words will once more
be placed before us!
So instead, let’s focus –
unusually for me, I admit – on the
Old Testament reading of the
day.
Deuteronomy is a very
important book. It is one of the five
books of what the Jews call the Torah
– loosely translated as the
‘Law’. These five books are the basis
for all Jewish law, and stand as an
ethical and moral code against which
all human laws can be compared and
judged. In chapter 30, we find
ourselves standing with the Hebrew
nation, at the end of their 40 years of
wandering in the desert, and just
moments before they are to embark
on their campaign to take possession
of the Land they believe God has
promised to them. Moses addresses
the people, telling them that at the
age of 120 he can (in a lovely phrase)

‘no longer get about’!
So he
appoints Joshua to lead the people
on. But before they can go, Moses
sternly warns them.
What we sometimes miss is
that Joshua – or ‘Yeshua’ – is the
same name which is given to
Jesus. The name ‘Jesus’ is just an
anglicised version of Joshua. In other
words, we can see the advance into
the promised land, with Jesus /
Joshua at the front as a metaphor for
our own journeys. When we are
ready to move forward, to claim the
good things God has in store for us, it
is Jesus who will lead us on.
But Moses’ warning to the
people is stark. He offers them a
simple, binary choice: on the one
hand, there is life and prosperity. On
the other hand, there is death and
adversity. The path that the people
will take relies entirely on one simple
factor – whether or not they will
obey the commands that God has
given them…commands for how God
should be worshipped, and for how
his
people
should
live
together. These commands are all
written down for us to read – they
are there, summarised in the book of
Deuteronomy. And so, the choices
presented to the Hebrews, all those
centuries ago, are presented to us
too. We, too, are offered the chance
of life and prosperity, or death and
adversity, depending on the extent
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to which we choose, as a society, to
follow the Laws of God.
What are these laws? Well, it
would take a very long time to read
them all! But we can summarise
some of the main themes – and in
doing so, think about the extent to
which our own society reflects the
ethical and moral standards they set
out.
Some of the laws are
essentially what we would think of as
common-sense. Laws, for example,
about keeping the camp clean, and
laws excluding the eating of certain
foods – most of which can make you
very sick if not properly stored and
prepared. Other common sense laws
are around who one is permitted to
marry – to keep the gene-pool
strong. There are laws about what
should happen to lost property, the
use of accurate systems of weights
and measures, and the establishment
of courts of justice to decide about
disputes. All these common sense
laws were designed to just bring
some basic fairness into human
society – and by and large we would
recognise them as being relevant to
today.
But, in many other areas, I
suggest, we find that our society is a
long way from the kind of world that
Moses and the Hebrews thought was
in accordance with God’s will and
purpose. For example, the Laws of
Moses demand that the poor should
be aided, and that foreigners should

be treated like family. The Laws of
Moses prohibit the charging of
interest – especially to one’s own
people. They also establish laws of
‘Jubilee’, by which debts are
cancelled, and land returned to its
original owner at regular periods –
to prevent the accumulation of
excess
wealth
by
crafty
businessmen. Taxation is regulated
by the simple expedience of a 10%
share. Everyone pays it – and there
are no tax havens nor complicated
tax avoidance schemes to line the
pockets of the accountants and their
clients. There are laws about the
payment of fair wages to hired
servants, and the humane treatment
of slaves.
The primary focus of all the
Laws of Moses are on how a
community should live together. It
accepts that some will succeed and
prosper, while others will struggle
and be poor. But basic fairness is at
the heart of all the community Laws
of Moses. No-one shall be destitute,
no widow shall go hungry, everyone
will pay a fair share to the common
purse, and no-one will be permitted
to exploit another person for their
own gain. The needs of the whole
community are paramount – and
while some will prosper more than
others, a balance is struck – and a
whole community enabled to thrive.
Is this, however, what we see
in our society? Do we reflect the
principles of the Laws of Moses? A
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recent report from the Institute for
Policy Studies makes for interesting
reading.
During 2020, frontline
workers survived on minimum
wages, furloughed workers had their
wages cut by 20% (unless they work
for this parish!), countless workers
lost their jobs altogether, and
2.4million people have so far died of
Covid-19.
At the same time all this
misery, a small group of 647
billionaires increased their personal
net worth by a combined one trillion
dollars. That’s a one with nine zeros
after it. Or, a thousand, million
dollars. That’s a hard number of
conceptualise, isn’t it? So let’s try
this. If you stacked up a trillion
dollars in a pile of $100 notes, the

pile would be 631 miles high.
How stunningly different our
society is from the just, fair and
proportionate one of which the
Hebrew Bible conceived. We have
permitted this inequity to flourish –
by the votes we place at elections,
by the shopping choices we make,
and by our silence in the ears of
legislators and politicians who frame
our laws. Moses was not silent. He
offered the people a choice between
life and prosperity for all, or death
and adversity for many.
This Lent, perhaps we will take
time to consider our complicity in
the systems which have allowed the
second of these paths to be the road
we’ve chosen to travel…

Books of the Bible Quiz
Submitted by Annette Wood

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a
lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts and for others it was a
revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the
books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to
numbers of readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a
most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really
easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will
quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there
will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a
cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See how well you can
compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books in the
bible in this story.
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Wellbeing
submitted by Sandra Haggan with contributions from Penny Britt & Christopher Glassett

As March fast approaches, the days get longer, we have the better weather
to look forward to but still we have Covid 19 to deal with. The news is looking
better with the vaccines and possible dates for when things will to re-open
and begin to get back to normal. Many may still be feeling worried, weighed
down and very anxious and we would encourage you to be in touch with us
and let us know how best we can support and help you over the coming
weeks.
There are, of course, some things we can do to help ourselves if we are
feeling like this.
Box breathing: This slows down our breathing and so helps to reduce
anxiety. Give it a go: breathe in for a count of four, hold for a count of four
and then breathe out for a count of four.
Have a routine for the day. Try to keep a morning and bed time routine.
Plan things to keep you busy during the day, a walk or perhaps clearing out a
wardrobe or staring a household task that you always have been meaning to
do.
Take some exercise: Go for a walk, the best time for a walk at this time of
the year is between eleven and three o’clock. The fresh air is good for us,
and a walk gets everything going, getting the blood pumping around.
Remember we are allowed to walk with one friend, so if you feel you are
able, plan this into your week.
Enjoy your meals: If possible keep to a meal time routine and try to plan
simple, healthy meals and snacks through the day. Look at including a
rainbow of colours from fruit and vegetables. Think about trying out a new
recipe or two or doing a bit of home baking.
Positive quotes: These are good for the morning; write a few on cards to
look at when you need them.
Grounding: Diverting your mind, focus your eye on three things,
concentrate on what you can see or hear.
Keep a gratitude/blessing journal: At the end of each day write down three
things to be grateful for they can be simple things: the beautiful blue sky, the
Spring flowers, hearing the birds sing etc. Look back on these when, perhaps,
it is a difficult day.
Jigsaws, colouring, crossword puzzles: Adult colouring books are quite
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inexpensive but are a way to distract the mind and relax. Concentrating
on sudoku or a crossword can also be a good way to take your mind off
worries or concerns. We have an extensive range of jigsaw puzzles and
quite a library of books all available to borrow.
Give a friend a call: (If you haven’t spoken to anyone). It’s good to talk
to people. Why not try a video call if you can?
Give yourself a treat: And enjoy it!
Read the Bible: spend some time reading, if you do not usually read
the Bible maybe start with the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
or the psalms. Some words may speak to you.
Psalm 27:1 The Lord if my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear.
Psalm 46: Be still and know that I am God
Psalm 139 That feeling that God knows us so well.
Matthew 6:34 So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.
A couple of other favourites of mine from other places in the Bible
The letter to the Philippians 1:6 I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 43: 1b, 4a Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. – Because you are precious in my sight, and
honoured, and I love you.
Remember everyone is anxious on occasions, anxiety is different
for all people; it is OK not to be OK.
We do have a team of people phoning regularly but if you have not
received calls or indeed would like more calls, please do let me know.
Likewise, to receive a letter in the post is a lovely surprise would you like
to join in with this idea?
We also have some resources from the Church of England which
we can send or can be picked up from the church.
Sandra Haggan 02392 455161 07452 982287

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email
Pauline at office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.
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Certainly being tested...
Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan’s Sermon
notes from last Sunday 21 February

Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15
Here we are again at the beginning
of Lent, when in a way it feels as
though we have been all this while
in Lent and never Easter with so
much given up. A bit like in the
Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
always winter never Christmas. As
if we are already in the wilderness…
Certainly being tested...
You may remember that we
had the baptism of Jesus a few
weeks ago but with Mark and his
way of writing how everything
happens immediately, it is included
again today we hear about the
heavens being torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove, the
heavens being opened in the rain in
our first reading and it also
resonates with the curtain, the veil
being torn in two at the time of the
crucifixion.
And then the Spirit that same
Spirit that descended on Jesus like
a dove – drove him, not as in Luke
led him, but drove him violently
into the wilderness. In Mark there
is no mention of temptations it is
more testing in Mark. And so 40
days and 40 nights Jesus is in the
wilderness, like the 40 days of rain
for Noah and the 40 years in the
wilderness for Moses.
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Reminding us that Elijah, Moses,
Adam and Eve in exile were all in
the wilderness – searching, a place
where people meet with God.
I remember when I visited the
Holy Land some years ago that we
visited somewhere a bit like the
wilderness, in the middle of
nowhere, and sitting there you
could hear the silence it was a very
special place, God felt very close.
He was with the wild beasts
out in the wilderness, is that a
reminder of Adam and Eve with the
animals in the garden and being
tempted by Satan?
The angels waited on him, a hint
perhaps of what was to come – in
the garden of Gethsemane when
Jesus left the disciples and went on
being with nature - and the angels
waited on him.
So a place where Jesus was tested,
a place for us to be tested,
confronting ourselves……..what do
we see through Christ………what are
we called to confront, something
more profound than giving
something up?
Just being, being with Christ,
spending time with Him, setting
regular time aside, working on our
relationship with Him and for Him.
This will help to strengthen, sustain
and guide us for the journey.

It is also Climate Sunday
today, maybe a chance to make
some choices. Did you know that
the average T-shirt is worn only 8
times (not by me!) before being
thrown away, yet it is shipped
around the world for our
convenience. And of course we
know that many who make these
clothes are not paid a fair wage.
Maybe have fruit and vegetables
that are in season not brought half
way around the world. Support Fair
traded goods. Are we prejudiced,
judgemental?
We know that since the first
Lockdown how much has changed,
how the birds seem to sing more
loudly, the air quality is greatly
improved – talking to someone in
Portsmouth this last week they told
me that you can smell the clean air.
We heard about the waters being
clearer. Less travelling, certainly
trains and buses are pretty empty.
There was less traffic on the road as
we try to walk or cycle where and
when we can. We can take time to
appreciate what is around us to stop
and hear the birds, to enjoy the
Spring flowers, ...creation: this is a
way into contemplative prayer.
On Friday when I was in the
churchyard I spotted some violets
and there are lots more coming
along just under the Yew tree where
the lower branches were cut a year

or two ago, the light has
encouraged the violets.
And Noah, we all know the
story, which always sounds so lovely
how God asked Noah to build an
ark, to gather two of every animal
and that the animals and Noah and
his family would be saved in the ark
when God sent the floods. But the
reason for this was that God saw
the wickedness of mankind which is
a whole big other story and seeing
Noah how he walked with God, he
asked him to build the ark.
When God set the bow in the
clouds, a sign of the covenant
between God and Noah and every
living creature – the first covenant
God makes with humanity. The idea
of creation being re-made. The
coming of the kingdom was about
the
world
transformed
and
changed.
There is something just
beautiful about seeing a rainbow in
the sky...
Jesus goes out in a boat too,
keeping the disciples safe, the
church is like the ark – the roof, the
boat is meant to be the church.
Noah had preached to the people,
and after the 40 days in the
wilderness, the testing - the angels
ministered to him. John is arrested
and Jesus begins his ministry in
earnest, he began preaching the
good news of God’s Kingdom
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Mark wants us to be clear who
Jesus was at his baptism ‘You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased’ and similar to last week at
the transfiguration when the voice
spoke to the disciples ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved; listen to Him.’ And
immediately after the baptism the
Spirit drives Jesus into the
wilderness and then he came to
Galilee proclaiming the good news of
God.

So in Lent there are battles of
good and evil in the Old Testament
as we heard about in the time of
Noah and in Mark there is
confrontation between Jesus and
Satan, those filled with evil spirits
and as He battles with the
authorities that Mark shows as evil.
So in the wilderness what are we
called to confront, what choices will
you make………..Amen.
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Anthem of the Week
Submitted by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
I rather like the seasons of Lent and Passiontide as we are spoilt for choice
when it comes to choosing anthems. Perhaps a sadness is that certain
anthems associated with this time in the church calendar only get an
airing once a year… but maybe we’d get bored with them if we heard
them on a more regular basis!
This week’s anthem choice, Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake is a good
example of this. The words are from a prayer, which was first published in
1570, in a section, entitled "Lidley's Prayers" (nobody appears to know
who Lidley was), of Christian Prayers and Holy Meditations, collected by
Henry Bull. You can read the whole publication online here. I must
confess, that I didn’t find the prayer after a quick scan and search, perhaps
your detective skills are better than mine!

The prayer has achieved fame through being set as an anthem. For a long
time, it was thought that this anthem was by the 16 th century English
composer Richard Farrant (c.1525 – 1580) who was choirmaster at the
Chapel Royal and organist at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. it is now
believed to be by either the English composer John Hilton (1599 – 1657)
who was organist at Trinity College, Cambridge, or the English composer
Christopher Tye (c.1505 – c.1573) who was choirmaster at Ely Cathedral.
It’s also possible that the anthem was composed by a composer named
Thomas Mudd (a rather unfortunate surname don’t you think?)!
The anthem is composed in quite a simple style, with mostly one note in
the melody to each syllable, which so closely fits the rhythm of the words
that it seems as though no other setting of this text would be possible!
When you next listen or sing along to this anthem, think about how long it
has remained in the repertoire and think about the amazing history of the
composers connected to it. When composer Richard Farrant was at the
Chapel Royal, he participated in funerals for Edward VI and Mary I, and
coronations for Mary I and Elizabeth I… composer Christopher Tye is noted
as the music teacher of Edward VI.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVidFFF0lfE
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Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist
The voluntary before the service is based on a plainsong melody for Lent
called Audi, benigne conditor (Hearken, merciful creator). The plainsong
melody is in the pedal part, while the right hand and left hand do a duet
with each other, with each hand on a different manual (keyboard).
The music for this voluntary is by the French
composer and organist Marcel Dupré (1886-1971).
During a visit to Rouen Cathedral in 1942, Dupré
was shown the unmarked grave of Jean Titelouze
(1582/3 – 1633), who is known as the founding
father of French organ music. It immediately
inspired Dupré to compose a Tombeau (a musical composition
commemorating the death of a notable individual) in memory of Titelouze,
which is a set of 16 short organ pieces based on plainsong melodies. The
whole set takes us through the liturgical calendar from Advent to All Saints
Day.
The voluntary after the service is a Minuetto or Sortie (exit)
by the French composer and organist Alexandre Guilmant
(1837 – 1911). This piece is the final one of a set of four,
which was news to me, so as I’m a bit of a Guilmant fan (see
Corona Chronicle Vol 41 for more about Guilmant), I’ll try to
learn the other three pieces sometime!

Beauty in the Churchyard
Sandra spotted this in the churchyard on Friday
morning. There are lots more coming along, they are
just under the Yew tree where the lower branches
were cut off a year or two ago and now the light has
encouraged the violets.
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 28 February
The Second Sunday of Lent
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar.
Hymn (572)
Words: John Henry Newman (1801-1890)
Tune: Gerontius, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876)

1. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

4. And that a higher gift than grace
should flesh and blood refine,
God’s presence and his very self,
and essence all-divine.

2. O loving wisdom of our God!
when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight
and to the rescue came.

5. And in the garden secretly,
and on the cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and
inspire
to suffer and to die.

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe,
should strive and should prevail.

6. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

The Collect
Almighty God,
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth,
that they may return to the way of righteousness:
grant to all those who are admitted
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,
that they may reject those things
which are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
A reading from the book of Genesis (17.1-7,15-16)
God makes a covenant promise with Abram; he and his wife Sarai
are given symbolic new names as a sign of God’s promise.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to
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him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’
Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and
to your offspring after you.’
God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.’
(Mark 8.31-38)
Jesus teaches his followers about the suffering that he and they must undergo.
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they
give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’

Offertory Hymn (626)
Words: C W Everest (1814-1877)
Tune: Breslau, from As Hymnodus Sacer (1625)

1. Take up thy cross, the Saviour said,
if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,
and humbly follow after me.

2. Take up thy cross—let not its weight
fill thy weak spirit with alarm:
his strength shall bear thy spirit up,
and brace thy heart, and nerve thine
arm.
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3. Take up thy cross, nor heed the
shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel:
thy Lord for thee the Cross endured,
to save thy soul from death and hell.

5. Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;
for only those who bear the cross
may hope to wear the glorious crown.

4. Take up thy cross then in his
strength,
and calmly ev’ry danger brave;
‘twill guide thee to a better home,
and lead to vict’ry o’er the grave.

6. To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,
all praise for evermore ascend:
O grant us in our home to see
the heav’nly life that knows no end.

Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God,
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves:
keep us both outwardly in our bodies,
and inwardly in our souls;
that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body,
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Final Hymn (503)
Words: John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)
Tune: Hatherop Castle,Geoffrey Beaumont (1903-1970) arr. Norman Warren

1. O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my friend:
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.

2. O let me feel thee near me;
the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.
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3. O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.
4. O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my friend.
5. O let me see thy footmarks,
and in them plant mine own;
my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone:
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my friend.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 28 February
The Second Sunday of Lent
Hymn 382
Words: George Herbert (1593-1633)
Tune: Luckington, Basil Harwood (1859-1949)

1. Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
my God and King!
The heav’ns are not too high,
His praise may thither fly;
The earth is not too low,
his praises there grow.
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
my God and King!

2. Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
my God and King!
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but, above all, the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,
my God and King!

Psalm 135: 1-14
Alleluia.
Praise the name of the Lord;
give praise, you servants of the Lord,
You that stand in the house of the Lord,
in the courts of the house of our God.
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good;
make music to his name, for it is lovely.
For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself
and Israel for his own possession.
For I know that the Lord is great
and that our Lord is above all gods.
The Lord does whatever he pleases
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in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and in all the deeps.
He brings up the clouds from the ends of the earth;
he makes lightning with the rain
and brings the winds out of his treasuries.
He smote the firstborn of Egypt,
the firstborn of man and beast.
He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt,
upon Pharaoh and all his servants.
He smote many nations
and slew mighty kings:
Sihon, king of the Amorites,
and Og, the king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan.
He gave their land as a heritage,
a heritage for Israel his people.
Your name, O Lord, endures for ever
and shall be remembered through all generations.
For the Lord will vindicate his people
and have compassion on his servants.
Genesis Chapter 12, verses 1-9
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took
his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had
gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set
forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of
Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord
appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he
built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he
moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord
and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on by stages
towards the Negeb.
36

Hebrews chapter 11, verses 1-3 , 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was
going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Herbert Prayer
Prayer, the Church’s banquet, Angels’ age,
God’s breath in man returning to his birth,
The soul in paraphrase, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet sounding heaven and earth;
Engine against th’Almighty, sinners’ tower,
Reversed thunder, Christ-side-piercing spear,
The six-days-world transposing in an hour,
A kind of tune which all things hear and fear;
Softness, and peace, and joy, and love, and bliss,
Exalted Manna, gladness of the best,
Heaven in ordinary, man well drest,
The milky way, the bird of Paradise,
Church-bells beyond the stars heard, the soul’s blood,
The land of spices, something understood.
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Hymn 643
Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) based on Psalm 23
Tune: University, Charles Collignon(1725-1785)

1. The God of love my shepherd is,
and he that doth me feed;
while he is mine and I am his,
what can I want or need?

4. Yea, in death’s shady black abode
well may I walk, nor fear;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
to guide, thy staff to bear.

2. He leads me to the tender grass,
where I both feed and rest;
then to the streams that gently pass:
in both I have the best.

5. Surely thy sweet and wondrous love
shall measure all my days;
and, as it never shall remove,
so neither shall my praise.

3. Or if I stray, he doth convert,
and bring my mind in frame,
and all this not for my desert,
but for his holy name.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 4 March
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Jeremiah 16:5-10
Luke 16:19-end
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Our new book is here!
Containing reflections, parish
history, autobiographies and
sermons, all culled from the
pages of the Corona Chronicle,
with an easy-to-use contents
page, this book will keep you
entertained,
amused,
and
thoughtful for years to come!
All proceeds to the Big Build
Campaign.
Please order YOUR
copy (or copies) using the order
form overleaf. Please send your
order form (with a cheque, OR
promise/declaration
of
an
online donation) to Canon Tom
Kennar,
5
Meadowlands,
Havant, PO9 2PR.

Lockdown Lines contains 340 pages of sermons and reflections from
the Rector (delivered in 2020) plus other contributions from:
Carol Acworth, Clive Barnett, John Burch, Colin Browne, Colin & Beryl
Carter, Jackie Brookfield, Polly Chapman, Wyn Clinnick (RIP), Will Coulston,
Hilary Deadman, Chris Elmes, Mike Fairhurst, Caroline Fisk, Mavis Floyd,
Judy Glennister (RIP), Ann Griffiths, Julia Hancock, Colin Hedley, Father
Frank Hillebrand, Bishop John Hind, Sandra Haggan, Alan Hakim, Nina
Hartley, Bill Jones, Felicity Kay, Michael Laird, Sheila Legg, Jackie Martin,
Beatrice Mockford, Eileen Norris, Ann Plater, Rex Plowman, Nick Pointer,
Marion Porter, Kim Sharpe, Bill Skilleter , Margaret Tait. Bridget Wade.
Pauline West and Liz White.

Limited print-run of 250: Order your copy (or copies) today!
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ORDER FORM
Please reserve a SIGNED
Lockdown Lines
for me!
YOUR DETAILS
Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: (if delivery is required) _______________________________
__________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________ Phone:___________________

HOW MANY COPIES?
Please reserve ______ copy/copies for me.
Please deliver copies by post / I will collect my copies*

(delete as
appropriate)

PAYMENT:
Price per collected copy: - £9.99 OR if delivered - £12.50
Amount due is price per copy X number of copies
I confirm that I have made an online donation to the Big Build Campaign
at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4908#!/DonationDetails
sufficient to at least cover the amount due

OR
I attach a cheque payable to ‘PCC of St Faith’s’ to cover the amount due
(feel free to donate more than the amount due!)
*Copies may be collected from the Rectory porch. You will be notified
when they become available.
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