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What a difference a year makes!
A year ago, this week, we retreated into our homes, from where we made our
first hesitant (and barely audible!) attempts to live-stream a service from a popup table, through a mobile phone, from the Rectory living room. A year later,
thanks to some incredibly generous parishioners, online services are now
available to a standard which cause one commentator to remark recently ‘it’s like
watching the BBC!’.
There has been much to mourn in the last year - but much for which we can
be thankful, too. Through the internet, we have enlarged our circle of friends
considerably, regularly receiving ‘virtual’ worshippers from all over the country,
and all over the world! Thanks to parishioners, our staff have been cared for
throughout the pandemic, each one receiving their full wages (by us
supplementing their furlough payments). Our team of Chronicle deliverers and
pastoral workers and church stewards have kept people in touch with the parish
and each other. Our West Window has been restored, and the new studio system
installed.
So, while we mourn those we’ve lost, and acknowledge the pain of so much
separation from each other, we also look to the future with hope in our hearts,
and a song on our lips. For we are Easter people, and ‘alleluia’ is our cry!
Canon Tom
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This Week...
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas
(Sendai, Japan)
The Diocese
For the Bishop as he
plans for retirement.
The Diocesan Team as
they imagine the
future.
Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Schools and health-care
facilities, shops and
factories, council staff
and leaders.
Those in Urgent Need
Marlene Sharpe
Mary Moore
David Boynton
David Walker
Tim McCann
Ian Dillow
The Recently Departed
Pamela Haines
David Châtel
Michael Osgood
Anniversaries of
Departed
26th Marian Ashton
27th Peggy Bradey
Sam Roonan
28th Ann Fluck

LIVE EVENTS
All Services, are available online
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
(Sunday at 9.30,
Thursday at 10.30 and 5.30pm)
Sunday Evening Prayer takes place via
Zoom at 6pm: click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat (via Zoom)
at 3pm: click here (from 3pm)

SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION
FOR HYMNS AND READINGS FOR THIS
WEEK.
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be
viewed after the fact via the Videos
section of our Facebook page. Just click
here to view.
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Pause & Pray
Churches Together in Bedhampton and Havant
From John and Wendy Wilbraham (of Beacon Church, Havant):
It has now been a year since we were last able to meet up to pray for our
Borough together and many people have expressed a desire to start
praying together as Christians across Havant Borough again.
We have prayerfully considered this as we too have missed being
together with you all. We have therefore decided to re-start “Pause &
Pray” on the Second Monday of each month (to avoid Bank Holidays)
initially using Zoom.
The dates planned so far are:
Mon 12th April at 6pm - Zoom
Mon 10th May at 6pm - Zoom
Mon 14th June at 6pm - Zoom
We are hoping that from July we will be able to gather in person at St
Thomas’s Church in Bedhampton once again if all Covid restrictions are
lifted.
Our Zoom ID: 9492840236 will be the one to use each time. There is no
password and all you need to do is click on 'Join a Meeting' in your zoom
application and we will let you in through the waiting room.
Please feel free to pass on this information to those you know who would
like to join with us in praying for Havant Borough as this mailing list is
rather old. Our desire is to see our Borough blessed and we are honoured
to be standing together in prayer to enable this to happen.
With Every Blessing
John & Wendy Wilbraham
Team Leaders @ Beacon Church Havant
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Starry Night
Submitted by Peter Allman

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping expedition. They went
out into the wild and set up their camp, and after a good meal and
conversation settled down for the night.
Some hours later in the middle of the night Holmes woke up and
nudged his friend awake, saying “look Watson tell me what you see.”
Watson looked up and said “I see a bright starry night.”
“What does that tell you? What do you deduce Watson?”
“Astrologically it tells me Saturn is in Leo. Astronomically it tells me
there are millions of stars, and possibly billions of galaxies out there.
Horologically it tells me it is probably about 3.15 in the morning.
Meteorologically it tells me it is probably going to be a fine day tomorrow.
Theologically it tells me God is great and all powerful, and we are small and
insignificant.
What does it tell you Holmes?” “Um Watson, it tells me some thief
has stolen our tent!”

Vaccine Alert
Submitted by Ray Hulks

This happened yesterday and is important information for our age group.
A friend had his 2nd dose of the vaccine at the Vaccination Centre,
after which he began to have blurred vision on the way home.
When he got home, he called the Vaccination Centre for advice and to ask if
he should go see a doctor, or be hospitalized.
He was told NOT to go to a doctor or a hospital, but just return to the
Vaccination Centre immediately and pick up his glasses.
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National Day of Reflection
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan

We added lots of our beautifully knitted daffodils to the yew tree early on
Tuesday morning to mark the National Day of Reflection. It was good to
see people coming into the church and taking the opportunity to tie a
yellow ribbon on to the tree in memory of all those who have lost their
lives in this last year.
Many people joined us to observe the minutes silence at 12 noon in the
churchyard. Tom led us in prayer and at the end of the minute silence,
our Tower Captain Bill and fellow ringers Martyn and Bob tolled the bell
126 times - one toll for each of the 1000 people who have died in the last
year.
It was very moving
standing in the Spring
sunshine in the silence
save for the bell.
Ribbons can still be added
to the tree, and ribbons
will be available in church
during Tuesday and Friday
openings.
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Joseph the un-sung hero
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 18 March

Tomorrow (19 March) is the feast
of St Joseph, husband of Mary and
earthly-father of Jesus. And we’re
celebrating that feast today…
because poor Joseph often gets
overlooked in the stories of the
Nativity. Our focus is naturally
drawn to the sacrifice of Mary,
and the birth of a baby. And yet
Joseph plays a crucial role in so
many ways.
In our Friday evening Bible
Study on the History of the Bible,
we’ve been considering how the
present books of the Bible came to
be accepted by the church as
being authoritative. But we’ve
also learned that in the early
centuries of the church, there
were a number of other writings
about Jesus in circulation. One of
these early, apocryphal writings
was the so-called Proto-gospel of
James, a book which actually gave
us many of the nativity stories we
tell today (and which are not
actually
in
the
Bible’s
accounts).
For example, the
Gospel of James gives us the
notion of the stable being in a
cave (actually on the road to
Bethlehem). It offers us the ox and
the ass, and the image of Mary
riding on a donkey. The Gospel of
James also focuses keenly on 12

Mary’s virginity, and it is from the
Gospel of James that the idea of
her own immaculate conception
first arose.
Another key idea from the
Gospel of James was that Joseph
was a man of mature years – a
widower, in fact, who already had
children of his own. James tell us
that Joseph was selected as a
guardian for the twelve-year old
Mary, who was then a ward of the
Temple. His marriage to her was,
according to James, not for
procreation, but for legal and
social protection – a kind of
adoption
or
fostering
arrangement.
This is all speculative, of
course. The Gospel of James
never gained the authority of the
other Gospels which are contained
in our Bibles. The Holy Spirit
guided the early church to set the
Gospel of James aside.
They
believed that it had been written
to advance some particular
theological ideas which were
being hotly debated at the
time. But the Gospel of James
does add some colour to our own
traditional views of the Nativity,
and explains why we still tell parts
of the story which don’t appear in
the authorised Gospels of our
Bibles.

Crucially, James underlines
the vital importance of Joseph in
the arrival of Jesus into the
world. Taken with Matthew’s
account (which also features
Joseph, much more keenly than
Luke) we gain a heroic picture of
Joseph – the man who chooses to
become a guardian to a 12-year
old temple ward, who chooses to
stand by Mary, despite the
scandal of her pregnancy. He is
the caring father-figure who finds
shelter on the road (and
according to James, even runs off
to find a midwife for her!). He is
the protector, who obeys God’s
instruction to take his new family
into exile in Egypt. Even if we
question the factual accuracy of
some of these stories, they do
nevertheless serve to inspire us
(as all such stories should). They
are consistent with the picture of
Joseph we have in the standard
Gospels.
In the Bible, consistently,
the heroes are always the ones
who do what God asks or expects
them to do.
It’s one of the
central, over-riding themes of
Scripture, that God always has a
plan for his people. Only by
following the plan – doing what
we are told – can we ever hope to
establish God’s lasting rule on
earth. The trick, of course, is to

understand what God is, or isn’t,
telling each of us to do.
According to the prophet
Micah, God asks three essential
things of us. We are to “do justly,
love mercy and walk humbly with
God.” Say it with me – ‘Do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with
God’.
These were, in fact, the
precise attitudes of Joseph. Doing
justice meant that he could not
‘put away’ a young woman whose
unplanned pregnancy was not her
fault. Loving mercy meant that he
needed to offer the protection
that she and her baby needed,
even to the extent of fleeing into
Egypt. Walking humbly with God
meant trusting that God’s plan for
the baby were far superior to
anything that Joseph himself
might have tried.
As we begin to inch forward
out of lockdown, and into the
brave new world of the ‘new
normal’ many of us may also be
wondering what God wants of
each of us – individually and as a
society. As individuals, we have
learned a great deal about
ourselves in the last year. We’ve
learned something about what
gives each of us joy, and what
depresses us. I’ve learned, for
example, that having time to
write and think is productive time,
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for me and for my congregation. I
plan to do a little less dashing
around the parish in the coming
days as we beginning to unlock
the lockdown!
As a society, we’ve seen that
we can make different choices
about how we live together, and
how we care for the most
vulnerable in our midst. We have
done
justly,
and
loved
mercy. There have been increases
in Universal credit, homes for the
homeless, food for the poorest
families during holidays and
lockdowns, furlough payments for
otherwise
jobless
workers,
increased donations to foodbanks
and NHS charities. Carers have
lived in caravans to protect their
clients. Medical staff in hospitals
across the land have worked their
fingers to the bone in service of
their communities.
We have

pulled together, as a society, and a
great deal of justice and mercy
have been shown.
Have we been transformed
by the pandemic?
Have we
learned something of what Joseph
knew – that doing justice, loving
mercy and walking humbly with
God are life-giving things to
do. Only time will tell. Some in
our society will shrug their
shoulders, after this pandemic,
and carry on living in the old ways
– ways that are destructive to
themselves, to society, and to the
planet. But I pray that there will
enough of us for whom this
pandemic has been life-changing,
and paradigm shifting. I pray for
an outbreak of people who have
learned, with Joseph, the joy of
doing justly, loving mercy, and
walking humbly with God. Amen

Planning Ahead
It is often good advice to plan ahead. Have you have given any thought
to what you would like at your funeral? It can be very helpful for family
to know your wishes (and it can stop them choosing ‘Ding Dong the witch
is dead!“ Ed.)
If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving you
a copy for your records.
Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan
02392 455161 or 07452 982287
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Revision of the Church
Electoral Roll
Please note that this is a revision of the
electoral roll only and relates to people who
are not already on the roll.
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Passion about the Passion
Sermon on Sunday 14 March
By Canon Tom Kennar
(You can watch this sermon being
delivered, with explanatory slides,
at this link: https://
youtu.be/1Uveemp666E )
Today (the 5th Sunday of Lent) is
traditionally known as Passion
Sunday – marking the beginning
of Passiontide, which will of
course
culminate
at
the

Cross.
Passion Sunday brings
Jesus’ suffering to the fore. It
invites us to focus on the depth of
meaning
that
suffering
contains.
But what does it
mean? What is the significance of
Christ’s passion? Perhaps a story
will help…
Picture a scene. It’s the
second world war, and the
Japanese army is forcing British
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prisoners to build a railway, from
Burma to China, crossing over the
famous River Kwai. At the end of
each day’s labour in the sun, the
prisoners are lined up and counted
– along with their shovels, to make
sure that none can be used for
escape attempts.
But one day, it is discovered
that one shovel is missing. The
Japanese soldiers scream their
anger at the lined-up prisoners.
“Unless you tell us now who has
taken the shovel, you will all be
shot!”. For a moment, there is
stunned silence, as each man
comes to terms with the news that
he might be about to die. Then,
one soldier steps forward. “It was
me,” he says. “I took the shovel”.
A Japanese soldier puts his gun to
the man’s head, and shoots him
dead on the spot.
Later that day, the shovels
are counted again – and it is
discovered that there has been a
mistake.
All the shovels are
present and correct. There are no
shovels missing! The soldier who
apparently confessed his crime,
was in fact completely innocent.
He took the punishment that had
been threatened to all his
brothers. He died so that they
might live.

And there, in what I’m told is
a true story, we find an eloquently
simple parable of what the death
of Jesus has meant for many
Christians over the centuries. The
church has generally taught that
Jesus took the punishment which
should be ours. It’s a theory
known as the doctrine of ‘penal
substitution’.
Jesus takes the
punishment due to human beings
who ignited the righteous anger of
God. It’s the picture – or at least
something like it - that I guess
many of us have in our minds,
when we think about the death of
Christ. But there are many other
ways of grappling with this idea.
Most theologies of the Cross
rest on the idea of atonement:
that is 'at one-ment' - the idea that
by his death, Jesus managed to
bring fallen, sinful humanity to one
-ness with God. Many different
images are used in pursuit of this
idea. Drawing from Isaiah's visions
of
the
Suffering
Servant,
theologians have proclaimed that
'it is by his wounds that we are
healed'. In other words, through
his suffering, Jesus atones for us.
It is as if Jesus says ‘sorry’ for us –
to a wrathful God - and makes
amends by suffering.
His
atonement is a substitute for the
atonement that we ought to offer.
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Which is why this theory is called
‘substitutionary atonement’.
Another theory is the idea of
ransom. According to that theory,
our sins make us the moral
property of the devil. Because we
sin, the theory goes, we belong to
Satan – whom Jesus described as
‘the ruler of this World’ in today’s
Gospel reading. Jesus, as the only
sinless human being who has ever
lived, was the only price which
could be paid to 'redeem' us from
the devil. This is what the hymn
writer Fanny Crosby was referring
to in the second verse of our
opening hymn.
‘O perfect
redemption – the purchase of
blood’. She was clearly drawn to
the idea that only with his blood
could Jesus purchase our souls back
from the Devil, and by doing so,
defeat the him and (as Jesus is
quoted as saying in today’s Gospel,
thereby ‘driving him out’).
But we must remember that
all these images are just
that...images
deployed
by
theologians like St Paul, and many
after him, to try to get a handle on
precisely what Jesus was doing that
day. And that, crucially – is because
Jesus himself never really explained
how his death dealt with the
problem of human sin, nor precisely
how his death obtains the
forgiveness of our sin.
Other theologians have shied

away from these images of
punishment,
substitution
and
ransom. Many have struggled with
the idea of the Satan having so
much power over creation that an
omnipotent God – who created all
things, even Satan himself - should
have to die in order to regain
control. Surely, they have said, if
God is all powerful, as the Bible
says, he could click his fingers and
take care of Satan – assuming he
really exists at all.
Other
thinkers
have
wondered what it says about God
to suggest that he insists on a
universal, cosmic punishment for all
sin, which can only be paid by his
own Son. The Baptist minister,
Steve Chalke,
gained
much
notoriety a few years ago when he
described this idea as a form of
‘cosmic child abuse’. Surely, goes
the argument, a God who defines
himself as merciful Love can choose
to give his amazing grace without
requiring first some mechanism of
torture and punishment.
Such theologians – amongst
which I dare to count myself – have
wondered whether something else
was really going on upon the cross.
Rather than Jesus paying a price for
our sin, to the Devil or to a wrathful
God, perhaps Jesus’ death was,
instead, God’s message to the
world. Not a purchase of blood, or
a price to be paid, but a
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monumental,
unmissable,
unforgettable sign, which would be
imprinted on all of humanity’s
hearts throughout history.
What did that sign say? Well,
drawing from the thinking of
Rowan Williams (the previous
Archbishop of Canterbury) I think it
looks something like this: “Ignore
God at your peril!”
Let me
explain…
On the cross, Jesus takes
upon himself the very worst that
humanity can do to itself. He takes
all the hate, all the power-games,
all the might of the greatest army
of the world, all the controlfreakery of the religious leaders.
He takes it all. In doing so, he
paints an enormous sign of
warning across the sky of the
Universe…it says “This is what
happens when you ignore God,
when you refuse to listen to God,
when you drive God out of your
politics, your education systems,
and your society. You end up
putting God, outside your city wall.
You exclude God from your
decisions and from your lives. You
cast him out, and you let the very
idea of God die, alone and
friendless outside the thin walls of
your self-built cities.”.
But what Jesus does with this
death is magnificent! Having let
the hatred and indifference of

human power overwhelm him, to
the very point of death – he bursts
out of his tomb, powerfully
demonstrating for all time that
Love will always win over hate;
true life, eternal life, will always
overcome death. There is hope –
despite the worst that humanity
can do to itself. Jesus says ‘come
to me, all ye that travail and are
heavy laden (by the world and its
ways) and I will give you rest. Take
my ways – my yoke – upon your
shoulders, for my burden is light’.
So, for me, the Cross is a
symbol of the worst that humanity
can do, but also a sign of the hope
we have in Christ. It stands for
hope that better days are coming.
It stands for hope that we can turn
our swords into ploughshares. It
stands for hope that we can
include God in our decisions, and in
our life as a society. It shouts out
that selfishness, consumerism,
power, greed, hatred, racism, and
all the rest do not have to be the
only way to live. That there is
another way.
The downward thrust of the
cross, from heaven into earth, calls
us to let all those human patterns
die, and having sought forgiveness
for our complicity with them, calls
us to rise again, with Christ, to life
anew. Amen!
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Musical Matters
by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
For my column this week, I thought I would offer you a Holy Week Playlist!
For Palm Sunday, a piece that I had heard of,
but never heard until now! A rather effective
piece called Procession of Palms composed in
1961 by the Australian composer Malcolm
Williamson (1931 – 2003) which uses the
words of the Palm Sunday hymns “All glory
laud and honour” and “Ride on, ride on in
majesty”. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=axD-kYTInSg
For Monday to Wednesday during Holy Week, there are
often performances of settings of the Lamentations of
Jeremiah. My favourite setting by far of this text (and
one of my all-time favourite choir pieces) is by the
English composer Edward Bairstow (1874 – 1946).
(Graham would go as far as saying that Bairstow is his
favourite composer of church music and will gladly bore
you with other outstanding pieces by him in the future).
His claim to fame is that he served as organist of York Minster from 1913
until his death. Quite an achievement! This piece was completed in 1942,
using text from the book of Lamentations in the Old Testament selected
by the Dean of York at the time. I particularly love this piece about two
thirds of the way in, when the music and text shift from sorrow to hope.
A YouTube version is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jq6d-Ozm6Y
I also highly recommend this version from the amazing choir and acoustic
of St. Paul’s Cathedral. In fact, the whole “Passiontide at St. Paul’s” CD is a
fantastic listen:
https://www.hyperion-records.co.uk/dc.asp?dc=D_CDH55436
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For Maundy Thursday, I would like to offer you a very
simple but effective piece based on the Latin text “Ubi
caritas et amor, deus ibi est”, roughly translated as
“where there is love and charity, God himself is there”. This
is a text often used on Maundy Thursday. The music is by a
local composer Geoffrey Nobes who you can read about
here: http://www.geoffreynobes.com/biography.html
You can hear an excerpt of the music here:

http://www.geoffreynobes.com/mp3/ubi_caritas.mp3
For Good Friday, I’d like to offer two pieces.
Firstly, the famous (in church music) setting of
The Reproaches by the English composer John
Sanders (1933 – 2003) who was organist at
Gloucester Cathedral from 1967 to 1994. What a
record! Here it is sung by the choir of Ely
Cathedral (filmed in 2018):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scc7Lq7RE-o
Also for Good Friday, here is a version of When I survey the
wondrous cross by the English composer, conductor and
organist Philip Wilby (b.1949). I’ll be interested to hear your
views on this. I used to hate it, but it has really grown on me!
More about Philip Wilby in Vol 33 of the Chronicle.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0XJYt9r-1E
Finally, for Easter Day, what I’m told is an old favourite at
St. Faith’s, the Easter Song of Praise by the composer and
educator Richard Shephard (1949 – 20th February 2021)
who sadly died about a month ago.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feMyqiDVGNc
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Some of the Organ Voluntaries you will hear this coming week
Palm Sunday morning:
Chorale Prelude on “Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt” BWV705 by
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)
Prelude in C minor BWV549 also by Johann Sebastian Bach
Maundy Thursday:
Chorale Prelude on Schmücke dich o liebe Seele (Deck thyself dear soul) by
Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)
Good Friday:
Prelude on Caswall (the name of the tune normally associated with the
hymn “Glory be to Jesus”) by Peter Hurford (1930 – 2019) who was
Organist at St. Alban’s Cathedral from 1957 to 1978. The hymn tune is
played on the pedals using an organ stop that makes the tune sound higher
than the accompaniment.
Easter Day:
Chorale Preludes on Erschienen ist der herrliche Tag (Ere Yet the Dawn
Hath Fill'd the Skies) by Dieterich Buxtehude (1638 – 1707) and Johann
Gottfried Walther (1684 – 1748).

Holy Week Reflection Video
Following on from the reflection video that I put together to mark
“Candlemas”, I am in the process of putting another one together for Holy
Week. Keep an eye out for it appearing on Facebook at some stage!
May I take this opportunity to wish you a Happy Holy Week!

Graham Kidd (Musical Director)
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 28 March
Palm Sunday
Hymn 657
Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Music: Horsley: William Horsley (1774-1858)

1. There is a green hill far away,
outside a city wall,
where the dear Lord was crucified
who died to save us all.

4. There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin;
he only could unlock the gate
of heav’n and let us in.

2. We may not know, we cannot tell
what pains he had to bear,
but we believe it was for us
he hung and suffered there.

5. O, dearly, has he loved,
and we must love him too,
and trust in his redeeming blood,
and try his works to do.

3. He died that we might be forgiv’n
he died to make us good;
that we might go at last to heav’n,
saved by his precious blood.

Psalm 69:1-20
Save me, O God,
for the waters have come up, even to my neck.
I sink in deep mire where there is no foothold;
I have come into deep waters and the flood sweeps over me.
I have grown weary with crying; my throat is raw;
my eyes have failed from looking so long for my God.
Those who hate me without any cause
are more than the hairs of my head;
Those who would destroy me are mighty;
my enemies accuse me falsely:
must I now give back what I never stole?
O God, you know my foolishness,
and my faults are not hidden from you.
Let not those who hope in you
be put to shame through me, Lord God of hosts;
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let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me,
O God of Israel.
For your sake have I suffered reproach;
shame has covered my face.
I have become a stranger to my kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
I humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.
I put on sackcloth also
and became a byword among them.
Those who sit at the gate murmur against me,
and the drunkards make songs about me.
But as for me, I make my prayer to you, O Lord;
at an acceptable time, O God.
Answer me, O God, in the abundance of your mercy
and with your sure salvation.
Draw me out of the mire, that I sink not;
let me be rescued from those who hate me
and out of the deep waters.
Let not the water flood drown me,
neither the deep swallow me up;
let not the Pit shut its mouth upon me.
Answer me, Lord, for your loving-kindness is good;
turn to me in the multitude of your mercies.
Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift to answer me, for I am in trouble.
Draw near to my soul and redeem me;
deliver me because of my enemies.

Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and
people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was
29

there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it
to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its
hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and
it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
Mark 12:1-12
Then he began to speak to them in parables. ‘A man planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his
share of the produce of the vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him,
and sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent another slave to
them; this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent
another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some
they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son.
Finally he sent him to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But those
tenants said to one another, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the
inheritance will be ours.” So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out
of the vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will
come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.
Have you not read this scripture: “The stone that the builders
rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing
in our eyes”?’
When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowd. So they left him and
went away.
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Hymn 738
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

1. When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of Glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ, my God:
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
3. See from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingling down:
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?
4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an off’ring far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Our new book is here!
Containing
reflections,
parish
history,
autobiographies
and
sermons, all culled from
the pages of the Corona
Chronicle, with an easy-to
-use contents page, this
book will keep you
entertained, amused, and
thoughtful for years to
come! All proceeds to
the Big Build Campaign.
Copies of Lockdown Lines
can now be purchased
directly at church, before
and after services (from
Good Friday), or during
Tuesday
and
Friday
‘private prayer’ openings.
Lockdown Lines contains
340 pages of sermons and
reflections from the Rector (delivered in 2020) plus other contributions
from:
Carol Acworth, Clive Barnett, John Burch, Colin Browne, Colin & Beryl
Carter, Jackie Brookfield, Polly Chapman, Wyn Clinnick (RIP), Will Coulston,
Hilary Deadman, Chris Elmes, Mike Fairhurst, Caroline Fisk, Mavis Floyd,
Judy Glennister (RIP), Ann Griffiths, Julia Hancock, Colin Hedley, Father
Frank Hillebrand, Bishop John Hind, Sandra Haggan, Alan Hakim, Nina
Hartley, Bill Jones, Felicity Kay, Michael Laird, Sheilah Legg, Jackie Martin,
Beatrice Mockford, Eileen Norris, Ann Plater, Rex Plowman, Nick Pointer,
Marion Porter, Kim Sharpe, Bill Skilleter , Margaret Tait. Bridget Wade.
Pauline West and Liz White.

Limited print-run of 250: Order your copy (or copies) today!
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