The Corona Chronicle
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant”

4 March 2021 (Vol 46)

Is it Spring yet?

Parishioner Alan Westbrook took this lovely photo this week - suggesting
that spring is coming to St Faith’s! (Actually it doesn’t arrive officially until 20
March.) With the daffodils, comes this week’s Corona Chronicle to you packed once more with ‘homilies, history and humour’. You’ll also find some
reflections about when it might be possible to open the church again, and
some updated news about our various fundraising campaigns.
There’s also news about how we are inviting everyone to come and tie a
yellow ribbon to the yew tree shown in the picture - on 23 March (the
anniversary of Lockdown 1.). Thanks goes, as always to all our amazing
contributors!
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This Week...
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda
Thomas
The Diocese
For the Bishop as he
plans for retirement.
The Diocesan Team.
Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Schools and healthcare facilities, shops .
Those in Urgent
Need
Marlene Sharpe
Mary Moore
The Recently
Departed
Rosemary Horsey
Evelyn Freeston
Betty & Peter
Newman
Brian Golding
Pamela Haines
David Châtel
Anniversaries of
Departed
5th Sylvia Duffin
Bertha Dobson
10th Doris Colliver
Patricia Barnett
11th Amy Sagrott

LIVE EVENTS
All Services, are available online
click here to participate via Facebook)
or www.stfaith.com (to just watch)
(Sunday at 9.30,
Thursday at 10.30 and 5.30pm)
Sunday Evening Prayer takes place via Zoom
at 6pm: click here (from 5.55pm)
Monday Tea & Chat (via Zoom)
at 3pm: click here (from 3pm)
This Friday:
World Day of Prayer via Zoom
at 2pm - click here
‘History of the Bible’ Course
at 7pm Click here
SEE THE FINAL PAGES OF THIS EDITION FOR
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR THIS WEEK.

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed
after the fact via the Videos section of our
Facebook page. Just click here to view.
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Lent Online
Weekly Online Events during Lent
Thursdays at
5.30pm

Simple Sung Evensong from
St Faith’s

Facebook and
www.stfaith.com

Fridays at 7pm
(for one hour)

“History of the Bible”
Course based on the BBC precis of John
Barton’s book
Led by Canon Tom Kennar
See overleaf for details

Zoom (click here)

Mondays at 2pm

“Caring for Creation”
a York Course
led by Rev’d Bill Stillwell
of the Methodist Church
See overleaf for details

Please email
revbill@virginmedia.c
om to request Zoom
link

The above Thursday/Friday/Monday pattern then continues until Holy Week
(commences 29 March). Events in Holy Week will be advertised nearer the time.

Other Online Lent Resources
Video
Presentation

Stations of the Cross
at St Faiths: led by Canon Tom

Church of England Daily messages of hope, by email, app
online
or dial-in

Access anytime at
this link
Find out more at
this link

Lent Lectures: “Perspectives on the pandemic: global, local, personal”
St John the Baptist, Shedfield, Lent Lectures. Monday evenings from February 22nd
to March 22nd. Theme is . Speakers include Rt Rev Dr Michael Beasley, Bishop of
Hertford and former epidemiologist; Professor Maggie Rae, President of the UK
Faculty of Public Health; Very Rev Nick Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury; and Dawn
Champion, British Pilgrimage Trust; as well as the Acting Archdeacon of the Meon,
Rev Canon Will Hughes. Booking for the lectures is open on the St John’s website.
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When will the Church be open?
We are painfully conscious that
there are many questions about
when the church might once more
be open (both for private prayer and
for worship). In recent weeks, the
national news about the virus has
been rather more positive, and we
are all optimistic that things are (at
last!) moving in the right
direction. As a result, it may be
possible to open the church in Holy
Week - but this depends on a
number of factors. At present, the number of cases per 100,000 is still
around 10 times higher than when we opened the church in the
summer. And whilst we all celebrate the magnificent work of our
scientists in bringing forth a vaccine, we must still be cautious of the effect
of spreading the virus among the unvaccinated, younger members of the
local community. (The fact that a majority of our congregation are in the
'already vaccinated' category does not in itself grant a license to ignore
other significant facts and trends, including the present scientific concerns
about new variants). We also note that among the most recently
vaccinated (including me, from this coming Saturday!), a period of two to
three weeks is required for maximum resistance to build up.
At this stage, I can only promise you that it is my dearest desire to open
the church once more, but only when in our best judgement it is both safe
and reasonable to do so. Thanks to the experience we gained last
summer, and with the guidance of our Health and Safety Officer Will
Coulston, we are well placed to offer a safe environment for worship
when we do open. Until then, we hope that you will continue to worship
with us online, praying with us that it may not be too much longer before
we can worship in person once more.
Canon Tom Kennar
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Some important Philosophical
Questions about Life.
submitted by Clive Barnett

DO YOU EVER WONDER...
Why supermarkets make the sick walk all the way to the back to get their
prescriptions while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front?
Why people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke?
Why banks leave vault doors open and then chain the pens to the counters?
Why we leave cars worth thousands of pounds on our driveways and put
our useless junk in the garage?
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?

Why women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed?
Why you don't ever read the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'?
Why lemon juice is made with artificial flavouring, and dish washing liquid made with real lemons?
Why the man who invests all your money is called a broker?
Why the time of day with the slowest traffic is called the rush hour?
Why there isn't mouse-flavoured cat food?
Why Noah didn't swat those two mosquitoes?
Why sheep don't shrink when it rains?
Why they are called apartments when they are all stuck together?

If flying is so safe, why they call the airport the terminal?
And ….
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why
don't they make the whole plane out of that stuff?
5

6

7

My Electric Toothbrush
A poem from Margaret Tait

MY ELECTRIC TOOTHBRUSH

I bought a Smart new toothbrush, technology at its best.
With flashing lights and beepers, I’ve put it to the test.
It’s got 2000 revs, it’s pink and very sleek
And when I charge it up, it lasts at least a week.
I recall a toothbrush costing less than half a crown,
I used it every day until the bristles wore right down.
There was no assistance; you had to scrub those teeth,
To get out all the foody bits hiding underneath.
My molars now are whiter than I’ve seen for many years,
But the darn thing cost me forty quid: enough to bring on tears.
The salesman in John Lewis persuaded me to try it,
And before I knew what I had done, my decision was to buy it.

My new brush is efficient; I’m really very keen
And happy now to know my teeth are sparkling clean.
I’ve used it for a fortnight and removed all of my doubts,
In the morning there’ll be no trace of last night’s Brussels sprouts.
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The Church Institute: Part 3
(The Church Institute now houses the Parish Office and
Sue Ryder Shop)
Extracts from the Annals - Compiled by Ann Griffiths
In December 1891 The Church Institute was crowded to excess ‘when the special
attraction was the visit of several of Miss [Aggie] Weston's band of sailors who, in
connection with Miss Barton's temperance work in Havant, gave recitations and
short addresses. The Rev. Joseph Barton presided and gave an address and Miss
Barton accompanied the vocal items on the harmonium'.
In 1912, in connection with the Central Sunday-Closing Association and the
local branch of the British Women's Temperance Association, a public meeting
was held in the Church Institute at Havant. The chairman said that most
temperance reformers were in favour of the Sunday closing of licensed premises.
Currently, bar staff in London were working no less than 123 hours a week. A
resolution was passed in favour of shortening the hours of labour in the Trade and
amongst workers in dangerous and harmful occupations.
The sum of 27s 6d was raised for the Red Cross hospital at Langstone
Towers at another of the fortnightly concerts at Havant Church Institute. The
contributors included Havant Choral Society and there were songs from Miss
Woolmer White and Miss Stallard, plus recitations and violin solos. The audience
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included several of the wounded from the hospital, who were conveyed in
motor cars kindly loaned by Mrs Hoare and Mrs Treagust.
In January 1916 The Portsmouth News reported on a meeting of
subscribers to the 'Canon Scott testimonial'. It was decided that it should take
the form of a writing table, silver inkstand, silver candlesticks, oak writing chair,
a new work on 'Birds' (valued at £6) and a cheque. The meeting decided to ask
Lady Fitzwygram to make the presentation at the Town Hall on 9th February.
In 1923 at a meeting of the Havant Ruridecanel Conference, the Rural
Dean said that Mrs Creighton would be giving a talk on 'The Laity and Prayer'. He
said that Mrs Creighton was probably the most important churchwoman today
and the talk might be opened to Church people generally. Owing to lack of space
at the Institute it was decided that it should be held in the Town Hall.
In April 1924 at the Ruridecanel meeting the Rev. E. Edwards , Rural Dean
of Newbury, gave a talk on 'Church Schools, Their Maintenance and Defence'. In
the same year a Sale of Work, organised by Miss CM Bell, was held at The
Church Institute in aid of The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. The sale
was opened by Mrs Fitzwygram and Miss Clarke organised the teas.

Lent thoughts from Bishop John
Most of my life as a priest has been in the Diocese of Chichester, so it’s hardly
surprising that I have a particular devotion to St Richard, who was Bishop of
Chichester in the middle of the thirteenth century. Richard was important for
many reasons, but is probably best known nowadays for his famous prayer,
although not all of it probably goes back to Richard himself. There are various
versions, one of which appeared in the musical Godspell. The most usual form
however goes like this:,
Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ
For all the benefits Thou hast given me,
For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me.
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother,
May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
Follow Thee more nearly
Learning to know, love and follow Jesus better is what Lent is all about, so
this prayer, and especially its last three lines, could be a useful guide and
companion as we prepare for Easter.
May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
Follow Thee more nearly
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This threefold petition has the great advantage of having something for
everyone, for every different kind of temperament and personality.
Some people find the idea of following Jesus most appealing, as it
encourages them to think about how to live out their faith in action, by trying to
serve others better and by acts of generosity. Other people are of a more
curious mindset, they want to know more who Jesus is and understand him
better. Others are simply overwhelmed by their sense of God’s love and their
own longing for God.
By whichever our preferred approach, in the end we all need all three and
so it is a rather pointless exercise to ask which is most important.
The last part of St Richard’s prayer echoed a prayer that had already been
traditional for centuries before his time:
Eternal God,
the light of the minds that know thee,
the joy of the hearts that love thee,
the strength of the wills that serve thee;
grant us so to know thee that we may truly love thee,
so to love thee that we may freely serve thee,
to the glory of thy holy name.
The petition “grant us so to know thee that we may truly love thee, so to
love thee that we may freely serve thee” is exactly what St Richard’s prayer is
getting at, and in exactly the same order. None of it is accidental. To serve God,
we must love him - or our service would be mere slavish obedience. But to love
God, we must know him - or our love would be mere emotion.
So a good aim for Lent is to know Jesus more clearly, love him more dearly
and follow him more nearly.

The Shrine of St
Richard, in Chichester
Cathedral.
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Freda’s Coat
submitted by Mary Peall

Here is Freda in her technicolour dream coat. She hates lockdown and longs
for the day that I stop knitting. I think she might enjoy a moment of fame in
the Chronicle. (Mary has also been knitting daffodils for the church displays.)

Pauline spotted this
one in the week and
thought it would raise
a laugh!
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Invite friends or family or stranger to join us for a time of prayer in the
presence of God with brothers and sisters around the world.

14

‘Empty Classrooms: Broken Futures’
by PCC Member, Sue Tinney
We all know how much
havoc the Coronarvirus
pandemic has wrought
across
the
globe,
economically, mentally
and socially, in our own
country and in our own
community.
The
Western nations are
fortunate that there
are infrastructures and
resources in place to
address such issues, but many countries around the world do not.

What is the meaning behind the title “Empty Classrooms: Broken Futures”
As Christians we are guided by the words from the gospel, might I suggest
those of Matthew 25 v34 – 46, and, together with St Faith’s church Outward
Giving Policy, we can go some way to help those less fortunate than ourselves on
a wider scale. These past twelve months have prompted a rekindling of the
community spirit within us all but I would like to ask you to think more broadly
and on a global scale. This leads me on to my own personal involvement with
World Vision, which is a Christian and international children’s charity, working in
over 100 countries. World Vision are” inspired by their Christian faith to help
vulnerable children from all backgrounds, living in the world’s most dangerous
places. In 70 years World Vision has helped over 200 million children by tackling
the root causes of poverty and bringing them hope and better futures”.
Since 2004, I have been and continue to be a supporter, child sponsor,
fundraiser and an Ambassador for World Vision, and I want to tell you how the
pandemic has affected the lives of children in other places. The pandemic has
forced schools to close, thus “Empty Classrooms: Broken Futures”, which not
only prevents millions of children receiving an education but has led to a sharp
increase in violence against children. Abuses such as sexual exploitation, child
marriage and child labour have occurred as families lose income and are forced
into desperate situations. To quote one example, from the article by World
Vision published in The Church Times, (“Children’s Futures are blighted by
pandemic 17 February 2021), an 11 year old girl in Afghanistan was sold for
£2160 because of her family’s financial hardship and her husband’s family have
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prevented her from returning to school.
A spokeswoman from World Vision said, “At the peak of the pandemic, 1.6
billion children were out of school. The United Kingdom government said in
September 2019 (see link below) it is committed to ensuring every girl around the
world has 12 years of quality education but this is impossible without ending
violence and abuse many children face.
The UK Government has two important international platforms this year,
the G7 Summit in June and the COP26 Climate Change Summit in November.
World Vision is urging the Government to address the barriers to education which
children face, one of which is ending violence.
“Empty Classrooms: Broken Futures” is the second stage of World Vision’s
“It Takes a World to End Violence” campaign, the first focussed on ending the
exploitation of children as soldiers in areas of conflict.

I was invited to attend the launch of this first campaign in November 2018, in the
House of Commons and our MP, Alan Mak, supported this event with MP’s from
all parties. Alan has shown his support in several of my World Vision activities,
including attending my fundraisers “Share a Meal” and “6k Walk for Water”.
It is very important that we engage with our politicians on this campaign
“Empty Classrooms: Broken Futures” so they can raise the issue in Parliament
and put pressure on the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office,
(FCDO) to take action.
I have seen at first hand, the hunger that young people have for education
when I visited Senegal spending time visiting several schools, speaking to Head
teachers and students, including lesson time at our sponsored child’s school.
The impact of coronavirus was poignantly conveyed when our sponsored
child wrote in April 2020, ‘the President has closed our schools in Senegal at this
moment because we have a deep illness Corona virus we don’t open the church,
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the mosque, the markets, but we are in good health’. Then later in August
2020 he writes, ’Life is difficult because of the pandemic, my uncle is dead,
in our capital Dakar many are dead’.
On behalf of World Vision I am asking supporters, friends, colleagues
to ask their MP to sign the Early Day Motion (EDM58076) for the “Empty
Classrooms: Broken Futures” campaign. I have already submitted my
request to Alan via World Vision (see link) and it is very very easy to do.
https://www.worldvision.org.uk/get-involved/it-takes-world-lead/
Will you help? Here’s how you can:


Please sign the Early Day Motion (click on the link above)



Re-acquaint yourself with St Faith’s Outward Giving Policy (which
needs a little updating! Ed.)



Pray for World Vision, their staff and their work in the many
challenging situations they face.



If you would like to make a donation visit the website –
www.worldvision.org.uk and select the “Ways to Give”

And please remember Jesus’ words:
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you did it to me”

Further Reading:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-steps-up-uk-effort-to-get-every
-girl-in-the-world-into-school)
Children’s futures are blighted by pandemic, charity warns
(churchtimes.co.uk)
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58076
www.worldvision.org.uk
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Mahonia
by Marion Porter
As I made my way to The Rectory
On a balmy blue sky day,
I was not prepared for what I saw
While walking the long driveway.

That morning I counted all of them
As I walked away with my book;
Next time you visit The Rectory
Make sure you take a good look.

I was here to collect my Lockdown Lines Some folk have named it ‘Angel’s Breath’
So my walk had a purpose you see,
That exquisite perfume rare,
I glanced at the well stocked borders
Especially in the falling dusk
On either side of me.
It scents the evening air.
Delighted, a favourite shrub I saw
At intervals on each side,
With its prickly, holly-like, shiny leaves
Its myriad flowers I spied.

This plant provides a cautionary tale
As alongside its beauty and charm,
The spines which edge its dark green
leaves
Can give a sharp scratch on an arm.

These miniature yellow bell-like flowers
Emit a perfume divine,
So not just an optical pleasure
But an olfactory joy was mine.

I have one in my garden
My parents had one too
We thought that we were fortunate
But The Rectory has twenty two!

Editor’s comment:
“Oi! Hands off my Mahonias!”
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The Golden Rule
Sermon of Canon Tom Kennar on
Thursday 25 February
Matthew 7.7-12
In just a few weeks, we will arrive at
the great feasts of the Triduum – the
celebrations and commemorations of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. I’m very much hoping
that pandemic conditions will permit
at least some of us to be together in
person on those occasions. But
whether in person or online, we will
focus all our attention, quite rightly,
on the final days of Jesus’ life on
Earth.
But in doing so, we must not
make the mistake of forgetting all
that came before. It is easy for us to
forget that the Gospel accounts of
Jesus are primarily concerned with
his life, and his teachings. Although
his whole life is ultimately bent
towards those climactic events in
Jerusalem – we need to understand
the importance of his life too. As I
said over Christmas, let’s never
forget that Jesus didn’t only die for
us: he lived for us as well.
Today’s Gospel places us at the
towering conclusion of Jesus’
‘Sermon on the Mount’ – set out
over the chapters 5,6 and 7 of
Matthew’s Gospel. It’s well worth
taking some time this week, to read
the whole of the Sermon for yourself.
In it, Jesus ranges across a whole
panoply of his thinking about how

society should function. He starts by
pronouncing blessing upon the poor,
the down-trodden, those who
mourn, and those who stand up for
justice and peace.
Then he calls his followers to
be light and salt to the world –
bringing clarity and taste to the
society in which we live. He deals
with topics like anger, and envy, and
murder, adultery and divorce, and
the taking of oaths. He rescinds the
justice rule of ‘and eye for an eye’
and replaces it with the command to
turn the other cheek. He replaces
revenge with forgiveness, hatred for
love.
Then, Jesus moves on to issues
of piety – how we should conduct
ourselves as his followers. We are
not to be ostentatious about our
charity, but to give as though our left
hand doesn’t know what our right
hand is doing. We are not to parade
our faith around proudly and
arrogantly, fasting should be done
quietly and secretly. We are not to
judge others. We are encouraged to
pray diligently and privately – and he
teaches us how to pray in the word
of the Lord’s Prayer.
Then, Jesus focuses on the
topic of wealth. We are not to store
up treasure on earth, but treasure in
heaven. We are not to worry about
where our next meal or clothing
comes from, but to rely on God’s
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provision. We may ask, seek and
knock – because our heavenly Father
knows what we need.
Each of these topics – and
there are more than these in the
sermon – are worthy of our
attention, and each is worth of a
sermon of its own. But today, our
attention is drawn towards the
climax – a memorable phrase which
summarises so much of what has
gone before. It’s a phrase that is
common to most, if not all, of the
great religions of the world – so
much so that it is known, universally
by philosophers as ‘The Golden Rule’.
And it’s this: treat others as you
would like to be treated. Or, as it is
sometimes stated in negative terms:
‘don’t treat others the way you
wouldn’t want to be treated’.
It is vital that we understand
just how fundamental this principle
is. Let us play a little imagination
game together. It’s a game I like to
call ‘What if?’
What if, in our personal lives,
we were as willing to forgive others
just as we would like to be forgiven
when we mess up? Because we all
do. All the time.
What if, in our personal
finances, we were as willing to help
others as we would hope others
would help us should we become
poor? Because no-one’s financial
security is guaranteed. Anything can
happen – like a pandemic, or war, or
stock-market crash for example.

What if, as a society, we were
as willing to welcome strangers and
refugees to our shores, just as we
would hope to be welcomed if our
homes had been bombed, or our
economy had failed?
What if, as a world, we could
create a system in which the greed of
a few is limited by law, the resources
of the planet are stewarded
carefully, the medicines of the world
are shared fairly, and the food of the
world distributed equally. Fairness,
equity, and careful stewardship are
only what any of us asks for
ourselves. Why not for everybody?
These are ultimately Kingdom
Questions. Some will accuse me of
interfering in politics – and that’s OK.
Because being a Christian is
ultimately about declaring to the
world that there is a better Way than
ANY of the political frameworks
we’ve made for ourselves. Jesus
lived to show us what that Way could
be like. His radical path of fairness,
equity,
careful
stewardship,
forgiveness and love has shone like a
beacon over the world ever since he
first spoke in that Sermon on the
Mount.
But Jesus spoke to a world
which was, and still is, blind and deaf.
He spoke to a world in which
punishment is still seen as more
important than restoration.
He
spoke to a world which has resigned
itself to the accumulation of massive
wealth by a tiny elite, and the

20

poverty of billions. He spoke to a
world which spends hundreds of
times more on weapons of war than
on medical research. He spoke to a
people who are, it seems, incapable
of reducing consumption, and of
stemming the pace of climate
change.
To such a world, Jesus’ sermon
and Jesus’ wisdom still echoes in our
ears….’Treat others as you would

have them treat you’. It’s a simple
message,
whose
radical,
transformative power is perhaps lost
to many in its glorious simplicity.
But Jesus still speaks those words,
through you, through me, to a world
with its hands over its ears. Why not
try Jesus’ Way?
Why not treat others as you
would like to be treated? Amen.

Planning Ahead
It is often good advice to plan ahead. Have you have given any thought to
what you would like at your funeral? It can be very helpful for family to
know your wishes (and it can stop them choosing ‘Ding Dong the witch is
dead!“ Ed.)
If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can help
and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving you a copy
for your records.
Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan 02392
455161 or 07452 982287
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The Carved Stone
by Hilary Deadman
The carved stone which is set into the
west end of the church has aroused
much interest and speculation over the
years. Mike Skiffins and the late Laurie
Booth, together with the Portsdown
Arts Society Church Recorders have
undertaken research into its origins.
John Pile a former Arts Society Church
Recorder who now lives in St Albans
has been continuing his investigations
during Lockdown and has written the
following thoughts.
The stone was discovered in
1875 when the tower was being
rebuilt, but it is not clear from surviving
accounts whether it was built into its
walls or whether it was found among
rubble at the base of the tower. Kelly's
Hampshire Directory of 1898 describes
it as 'a Purbeck marble font, carved
with the figure of a griffin'. More
recently, David Bone, a local expert in
the identification of building stones,
confirmed that it is indeed Purbeck
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marble and this allows us to speculate
on its age.
Purbeck marble is not a true
marble but a highly fossiliferous
limestone capable of taking a high
polish, and was used during the Roman
period as an inlay and a veneer. Based,
presumably on stylistic grounds, the
Victoria & Albert Museum's specialist,
Glyn Davies, is confident that the
carving dates from the first quarter of
the 12th century, but Tim TattonBrown, writing in David Parsons (ed),
Stone Quarrying and Building in
England AD 43--1525, Phillimore, 1990,
points out that Purbeck marble was
commonly used in south-east England
in the late 12th and 13th centuries, and
its use at Canterbury in the mid-12th
century 'is exceptionally early.'
Weighing these slightly differing views,
an earliest date of c.1150--1175 might
be suggested.
The stone is 28 inches long and

11 inches deep and has a curved
lower edge and what appears to have
been a straight top. A simple moulded
frame contains what has been
variously described as a griffin and a
lion, standing between two 8-petalled
rosettes. It is possible that when first
discovered the carving was more
distinct than it is now and the
identification of the central figure as a
griffin more certain. A griffin, or
gryphon, is a mythological monster
having the head, breast, foreclaws
and wings of an eagle, and the
hindquarters and tail of a lion, and it
has ears.
The photograph opposite, taken
in raking light, shows a backwardlooking creature with a body and tail
and what, with the eye of faith,
appears to be the outline of a folded
wing, but the stone is too badly
eroded to be certain of any of the
detail. The alternative interpretation,
that the creature is a lion (Victoria
History of the County of Hampshire,
(1908), vol.3, pp. 122--7), is equally
uncertain but in heraldic terms it
might be described as 'statant to the
sinister regardant', that is, standing
towards the right (from the observer's
point of view) and looking over its
shoulder.
However, it should not,
perhaps, be regarded as an heraldic
lion for the following reasons: it is not
on a shield; the 12th century being
early days for systematic heraldry;
and heraldic lions generally faced the
dexter rather than the sinister. The

rosettes are not heraldic devices; they
may simply be space fillers.
When the stone was found in
the tower it was believed to be part of
a font. Unfortunately we cannot verify
this as it is now built into a wall and
we have no surviving drawings or
photographs. We can only assume
that the evidence available at the time
supported this interpretation. The
central figure, if a griffin, is found in
Neo-Hittite sculptures from the 9th
century BC city of Tell Halaf in northeast Syria. To the Greeks, the griffin
was sacred to Apollo and Artemis and
symbolized strength and vigilance. In
the Middle Ages it was a symbol of
the dual divine-human nature of
Christ and, as a creature related to the
sun, was also a symbol of
resurrection. George Ferguson in
Signs and Symbols in Christian Art,
Oxford, 1966, raises the interesting
point that the griffin 'is used with two
different and opposite meanings; on
the one hand to represent the
Saviour; on the other, because it is a
combination of the preying of the
eagle and the fierceness of the lion, to
symbolize those who oppress and
persecute the Christians.' This may be
an example of the medieval theory of
opposites, important, for example, in
early medical practice.
In almost every culture where
the lion was known, it was a symbol of
strength and courage, and often of
power and justice. Christ Himself is
called 'the Lion of Judah'. The lion also
had
powerful
negative
and
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threatening aspects, but the standing
lion, looking backwards over its
shoulder surely signifies steadfastness
and vigilance. The winged lion, of
course, is the symbol of Mark the
Evangelist.
The 8-petalled rosette may be
related to the 8-petalled lotus flower,
the Buddhist symbol of cosmic
harmony. In many Near-Eastern
religions the 8-petalled rosette
represented the birth, death and
rebirth of the sun, and the motif
spread throughout the Mediterranean
and Europe in contexts suggesting it
retained its original symbolism and was
not simply decorative (Online, with
supporting bibliography: The Book
Blog, 'The Rosette motif in ancient
art').
During the Middle Ages the
number 8 was a symbol of Christ's
resurrection and early baptisteries and
baptismal submersion fonts were
usually octagonal in commemoration
of Christ's rising again on the eighth
day. It has been suggested that our
carved stone is one side of an originally
8-sided font. If this were so, the
complete font would have been 6 feet
across from corner to corner. However,
there are no surviving immersion fonts
in English churches and very little
archaeological evidence for them with
the sole exception of the Saxon tubfont at Potterne, Wiltshire where it is
clear that it had originally been sunk
into the floor of an earlier building.

Harold Taylor summed up the available
evidence for fonts and baptisteries in
his Anglo-Saxon Architecture, vol. 3,
(1978), pp. 1064--5, Cambridge
University Press.
Later, when immersion and
affusion became the general practice,
some submersion fonts may have been
broken up to prevent their possible
profane or even magical use, and it is
not difficult to imagine that the pieces
might be brought into the church for
safe keeping. By the middle of the
12th century immersion and affusion
had long been the established rite in
the Catholic Church and it should be
pointed out that the majority of
Norman (1066--c.1190) pedestal fonts
were either circular or square rather
than octagonal.
The stone provokes much
thought and discussion and it is
worthwhile examining it when the
church is open again.
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Look here!

Choices, Choices
Musical Director, Graham Kidd’s
sermon from ’plainsong Evensong’
from last Thursday 25 February
Psalm 142; Genesis 13.1-13; 1 Peter
2.13-end
A verse from our New Testament
lesson: “But when you do good and
suffer… this is commendable before
God”.
Let’s think about times when
someone has said something about
us that was untrue. Understandably,
that would make most of us unhappy
and we would want to make it right.
It’s in our human nature to get upset
when someone says or does
something that hurts us, but we have
a basic choice. We can fret and worry
about it or let it go.
Let’s think about this from a
Christian perspective. How often do
we have to stick up for our beliefs,
even within our own families and/or
friendship circles? How do we react
when our faith is being tested? Of
course in the Western world, us
Christians have quite a good deal in
comparison to other parts of the
world.
In 1955, a young Dutchman
started smuggling Bibles to the
persecuted church in Communist
Europe. He became known as Brother
Andrew, and his work is continued by
the charity known as “Open Door”,

who bring hope and resources to over
340 million Christians who are
currently persecuted.
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Today’s psalm and readings
follow on quite nicely from Sandra’s
sermon on Sunday about making
choices. Psalm 142 which we sang in
this service, is known as one of the
psalms of lament. They are songs of
disorientation, sung by those who are
in distress. The author of the psalm is
David who would become King David,
the greatest of Israel’s kings. But he
was not yet the king when he wrote
this Psalm. In fact, he was a man on
the run, absent from friends and
absent from home. David’s situation
is perhaps summed up in the words
of verse seven: “I am brought very
low”. There are few of us who haven’t
experienced these kinds of feelings
from time to time, especially over the
last eleven months. For some, this is a
constant thread through life, just
think of those 340 million persecuted
Christians. In the face of this
experience, a cry to God is made for
deliverance and release. The most
powerful words in the psalm come
right at the end: “bring my soul out of
prison, that I may give thanks unto
thy name: which thing if thou wilt
grant me, then shall the righteous
resort unto my company”. Here, we
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see the purpose of an appeal to
God for help. The freedom again to
worship and praise and to be
restored to good relationships with
others. A sentiment that could be
included in our own prayers to God
perhaps!
In our reading from Genesis
13, we had Abram and his nephew
Lot making choices, while on a long
journey
together.
God
has
promised all the land to Abram,
who was “very rich in livestock, in
silver, and in gold”. Abram has to
choose between family or finances;
between being tight-fisted and
hold on to what was rightfully his;
or trust God to provide, not only
for himself, but also for Lot, who
has to choose between wealth or
wisdom and between Sodom or
separation. When we deal with
difficult situations, we need to
decide when to take action and
when to be patient. The verse from
the first letter of Peter which I
quoted earlier, teaches us that
sometimes, it’s best to let go of our
need to fight back. Indeed, the
Bible teaches us that when we
have done nothing wrong and yet
we are treated badly, if we decide

to be patient with the person who
has wronged us, we “have God’s
approval.”
So how can we be better at
making choices? I wonder if we can
take inspiration from these four
words: “What Would Jesus Do”? Or
maybe these six words: “What
Would Jesus Have Me Do”? The
answer? “Follow Me”, two words
that Jesus says 81 times in the
Gospels! The Christian life is
sometimes very difficult. We may
find
ourselves
in
difficult
circumstances. This does not mean
that we aren’t Christians. What it
means is that we’re humans!
Let’s strive to be better
Christians by remembering that
God is there when we have difficult
choices to make; that he is with us
when we suffer too; and how we
can make better choices so we
don’t have to suffer again.
After all, if 340 million
persecuted Christians can find a
way to follow Jesus, no matter the
cost, surely we can do the same,
can’t we?

Articles for the Corona Chronicle
If you would like to submit an article for the Chronicle please email
Pauline at office@stfaith.com and we will do our best to include it.
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Notes of the PCC meeting held
via Zoom—8 February 2021
Opening prayers were said by Canon Tom. The meeting was then chaired by Clive
Barnett (Church Warden). It was noted with sadness that Rex Plowman has stood
down from the Council, whilst remaining, very much, a keen member of the
congregation and choir.
1.
Matters arising from the previous meeting
* Christchurch Centre: The necessary amendments have been completed and are
with the nursery
occupiers. It is anticipated that the lease will be signed by the end of February
* PCC Handbook: This is underway
* Disposal of pews: Two possibilities are under consideration. Both would dispose
of the present pews en masse in an environmentally sustainable way. The first
priority is to market the new memorial chairs to raise sufficient funds for the new
furniture.
2
Budgeting and Finance
* End of Year Surpluses: Subject to final analysis by our Independent Examiner,
the year January to December shows a surplus in the Big Build Fund of £32,000
(much of which is restricted to certain projects, like the West End Toilet and
Technology Fund). £42,000 surplus was generated in the general operational
revenue fund – thanks to Government support grants and much generosity by
many parishioners. There is still much uncertainty about the future, so these
funds are being held carefully against future shocks. Ultimately, it is hoped they
will become available for mission development.
* Tribute was paid to Shelley Saunders and Ani Moore for the exceptional work
undertaken in the production of the figures and the reports. St Faith’s is one of the
few parishes to pay their parish share. Shelley will be standing down at the
Annual Meeting and thought must be given to the finding of her successor.
* The Standing Committee monitors the cash flow weekly. Every project is
subjected to review and the general reserves are carefully checked. The 2021
Budget is not yet at a stage of stability to forecast progress for the year.
3
Teams and Subcommittees
* Charity Shop: This remains closed at present. Thought has been given to the
possibility of on line sales but at the moment this was not considered viable.
* Pallant Development Team: Regular meetings are held and discussion is
underway to provide an automatic booking system for functions. A kitchen
upgrade is also under discussion, to increase the capacity of the kitchen. New
members to the team would be welcome.
* Pallant Centre Trust: Further detailed thoughts are to be given to this and
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investigation given to how other charities/churches have processed the
separation.
* Young People and Families’ Team: Three charitable trusts have been
identified who potentially could fund the post of a worker for this project. A
worker’s job description is being drawn up. Potentially funding would be
available for three years with hopefully matched funding. It is anticipated that
the post could be up and running by the end of this year.
*Churchyard Team: Work is under way to finalise plans for an accessible
heritage/nature path with the hope that the Heritage Lottery Fund may be
interested in providing funding. Surveys are being taken of the butterflies and
birds found in the churchyard.
* Communications Team: Live-streaming technology is being installed in the
Church. The ways of communication are under consideration by the Team. It is
clear that ‘virtual’ services reach further than just a regular church service via
live streaming. Real ‘people’ contact is still a very important way to
communicate. Online worship cannot replace direct human groups but the two
can work together.
4
Standing Agenda Items
* Health and Safety: The Bell Tower fire safety is under review.
* The Equalities Policy was agreed unanimously. PCC members had all been
circulated with a Conflict of Interest Policy form. This will be an agenda item at
the next meeting. It was noted that the Safeguarding Policy should be in a
prominent place on the front page of the Church website.
* St Nicholas Langstone: A helpful report was received from Ann Plater.
Although closed, the Chapel was checked twice weekly. The maintenance team
had been requested to attend to the roof gutters, which has been done.
5
Deanery Strategy Members had been circulated with the consultation
document and most had watched a video from the Bishop prior to the meeting.
The proposals were discussed at length. Three possible groupings of parishes in
the future were examined: Two larger groupings, five clusters or a number of
smaller groupings (some parishes are already undertaking this). The importance
of the feeling of belonging was felt unlikely in a large grouping and the
geographic layout of parishes and its demography should also be noted.
Following a full discussion, it was agreed that as a parish the option of
partnership with West Leigh should be explored with the possibility in a longer
term, of working more closely with Hayling Island. Mention was made of the
idea of using smaller rectories for the incumbents and leasing out the larger
buildings (which, like our own Rectory, is under-occupied, for its size). This could
produce a much needed income for the diocese.
6
The next PCC meetings were set for Tuesday 13 April and Tuesday 15
June. The meeting closed with prayers from Canon Tom.
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Deny yourself, Take up your
Cross and Follow Me.
A sermon for Lent 2 by Canon Tom
“If any want to become my
disciples, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow
me.” (Mark 8.34)
If you’ve heard many of my
sermons, you’ll know that I don’t
necessarily keep to the timehonoured tradition of preaching on
three points! But this week, my
chosen text doesn’t really give me
any other option. Jesus calls us to
(1) deny ourselves, (2) take up our
cross and (3) follow him. So, let’s
explore each of these ideas
together, shall we?
1. Deny Thyself.
Eastern
wisdom and modern psychology
have both taught us that the idea
of ‘the self’ can be a tricky thing
indeed.
Who we perceive
ourselves to be can separate us
from God and from each
other. Our desires, our personal
feelings about things, our perceived
needs, wants, fears and angers –
they can all consume us to the
point where we fail to notice what
– and who - is around us. We can
become the centre of our world –
to the point where all our focus and
energy becomes directed at our
own survival. And once survival
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that is accomplished, we focus on
our own personal happiness.
Those
who
accumulate
massive wealth at the expense of
others have fallen into this trap.
They have tricked themselves into
believing that the accident of their
birth, or some lucky business
decisions have somehow given
them the right to own all the toys,
and to cease caring about those
who have nothing.
At the other end of the same
continuum of the self, we find the
drug addict whose entire existence
has been shrunk down to the
question of when they can get their
next fix. All thoughts of what their
life could contribute to the sum of
human happiness is lost, in the
relentless pursuit of the needs of
the self.
The truth is, of course, that
few of us are at far ends of that
continuum. Most of us sit in the
middle – neither uber-wealthy, nor
totally absorbed by our addictions.
But by holding up these two
extremes, perhaps we can begin to
see why Jesus thought that both
too much wealth, and too much
self-obsession, were not healthy for

anyone’s spiritual life. Perhaps by
looking at these extremes, we can
begin to notice the tendencies in all
of us to place our personal desires
above the needs of our community,
or of the poor.
Denying the self, then, is not
just good for us. It’s good for the
world. A world of self-denying,
sacrificial givers would be a very
different place indeed. It would, in
fact, be a Kingdom on earth as is in
heaven.
But how shall we do this?
How can we begin to truly live in
self-denying,
kingdom-building
ways? This brings us to the second
part of Jesus’ three-point plan! He
calls us to (2) ‘take up our cross’.
The cross has many meanings
– many of which we will explore
together during Holy Week and
especially Good Friday. It may
surprise you to know that the Cross
is a much older symbol than
Christianity.
For many ancient
religions, including for the Eqyptians
and Hindus, the Cross was a simple
symbol that points us to an eternal
truth…the truth that we live in the
middle of a great battle between
the spiritual and physical worlds.
The arms of the cross signify
the physical plane on which we live.
East – West…we live on an
apparently flat plane of existence.
But the vertical slash of the cross
intersects that plane. The world is

infused by God, and by the spiritual
realms that are unseen, and yet
present with us.
The cross
symbolises not just Jesus’ death, but
his incarnation – the moment when
heaven plunged into earth, like
lightning from the sky. The moment
when ‘God came to town’ and
added a heavenly dimension to the
flat plane of human existence.
Our task is to live in the midpoint of that intersection. We need
to learn how to live at the very
centre of the cross, to find the
balance point between heaven and
earth, between the spiritual and the
physical. We need to avoid being
‘so heavenly-minded that we are no
earthly use’. But also we need to
never let the cares and the struggles
of earth divert us from the path of
heaven. We need to find balance
between worship and action, prayer
and living, giving and receiving
.
But crucially, as Jesus showed
us, this balance point is also where
we also have to die. On the cross, in
the intersection between heaven
and earth, we learn how to die to
self, and live for God. There, where
Jesus died for us, we need to let our
focus on The Self die too…so that
we can be reborn with him.
How? How can we die and yet
live? This is where the third part of
Jesus’ three-point plan comes into
effect.
We die to self by (3)
following him. Jesus is our leader,
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our Lord, and our King. It is his Laws
for Life that we are called to follow.
And we do it, every day, by dying.
We let our selfishness die away. We
let our greed die. We let our laziness
and over-consumption die. Every
day, bit by bit, we die with Jesus, so
that we can be reborn with him.
It is Jesus’ way of loving selfsacrifice that will save us. We need
to give up the false claims of the
world: dying to any ‘false truth’ that
having a nice house, or a new car, or
money in the bank will have any
impact whatsoever on eternity. As a
wise man once said, “it doesn’t
matter how big your house is, your
coffin will be the same size as
everyone else’s.”
Neither will
possession of these things bring us
true happiness in our earthly life
either. Each one brings its own
pressures. The nice house must be
maintained, and builders and
cleaners paid, contracts negotiated,
roofs and decorations pondered
over. The nice car will quickly lose
its appeal the first time it gets
scratched along a hedge. Excess
money in the bank needs constant
managing, and investment or even

charitable decisions become a
constant source of worry and angst.
We who claim the honour of
being ‘disciples of Jesus’ are called to
a completely new way of being. It’s
a way that has been preached for at
least a thousand years on this site in
Havant, and for two thousand years
in this Land. But it is a way that I
suggest we are only just beginning to
truly grasp. We need to come to
Jesus, deny the Self, take up the
Cross of Life-balance, and follow him
to find rest for our very souls. We
need to develop the wisdom to
know when enough is enough, in
terms of our possessions and selfpreservation. We need to turn away
from the sights that dazzle, and the
tempting sounds we hear. And we
need to know when to reach up with
arms of faith from the flat plane of
human
existence,
our
arms
stretched up the vertical shaft of the
cross, with our gaze fixed on our
Master and our Friend.
O give me grace to follow Him!
Amen.
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Anthem of the Week
by Graham Kidd, St Faith’s Musical Director
In the last exciting episode, I mentioned about the amazing history of
composers of the older anthems that are in church choir repertoires. This
week is another example, a setting of words from Chapter 14 of John’s
Gospel; If ye love me by the composer Thomas Tallis (c.1505 – 1585).
Thomas Tallis worked through the reigns of four
radically different and difficult monarchs: Henry VIII
(1509 – 1547), Edward VI (1547 – 1553), Mary I
(1553 – 1558) and Elizabeth I (1588 – 1603). all four
monarchs enforced their own religious beliefs on an
increasingly confused and divided country. Their
various attitudes to the religious questions of the
day meant that each required different liturgies and different music to
adorn them. The fact that Tallis produced excellent music in all of these
styles is a tribute to his talent, to his patience and to his diplomatic skill, or
at least to his devotion to his employers.
“If ye love me” is an example of Tallis writing for the reformed rites of
Edward VI and Elizabeth (who reinstated Edward’s First Prayer Book of
1549 when she came to the throne). This is also an example of an anthem
which either uses the word ‘commandment’ or refers to how one should
live a godly life. This was especially important for Edward VI’s time, when
these anthems were seen to reinforce the appeal of godly living which was
now clear as a result of the Bible being read in English and a greater
emphasis on preaching and teaching.
Here is one of a host of “lockdown” versions of the anthem:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1WwNSfCom8
If ye love this (see what I’ve done there?), you might like
to compare the Tallis setting with this one by
contemporary composer Philip Wilby (b.1949):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW2oJ9dYGm8
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Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Sunday Eucharist
The voluntary before the service is Légende by the
French composer and organist Alexandre Guilmant
(1837 – 1911). Listen out for the use of the oboe stop
on the organ in this piece. Corona Chronicle Vol 41
tells more about Guilmant.

The voluntary after the service is the Short Prelude and
Fugue in E minor BWV555 by Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685 – 1750). Johann Sebastian has a week off for
Mothering Sunday, but Bach will be back for
Passiontide!

Worship from home with us!

Evensong Thursday 4th March
Hymn: 718 We love the place O God
Psalm 71
1st Reading: 2 Chronicles 29.1–11
2nd Reading: Mark 11.15–19
Hymn: 37 Angel-voices ever singing
(See also Sunday morning)
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 7 March
The Third Sunday of Lent
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar.
Hymn (19)
Words: Joachim Neander (1650-1680) paraphrased by Robert Bridges (1844-1930) alt.
Tune: Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

1. All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he
guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

2. Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.
But God’s power, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

3. God’s great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore, from his store,
new-born worlds rise and adore.

4. Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

The Collect
Almighty God,
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
A reading from the book of Exodus (20.1-17)
After escaping from slavery in Egypt, the Israelites spent forty years in the
wilderness before reaching the Promised Land; during that time, God gave them
ten commandments.
God spoke all these words:
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
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You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the
Lord you God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents,
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour
and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God;
you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh
day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbour.
(John 2.13-22)
Jesus makes dramatic statements in word and deed at the temple,
the centre of Jewish religious life.
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the moneychangers seated at their tables.
Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the
sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’
The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’
Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’
The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
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and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his
body.
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had
spoken.

Offertory Hymn (37)
Words: Francis Pott (1832-1909)
Tune: Angel Voices, Edwin George Monk (1819-1900)

1. Angel voices ever singing
round thy throne of light,
angel harps forever ringing,
rest not day nor night;
thousands only live to bless thee,
and confess thee Lord of might.

4. In thy house, great God, we offer
of thine own to thee;
and for thine acceptance proffer,
all unworthily,
hearts and minds and hands and voices
in our choicest psalmody.

2. Thou who art beyond the farthest
mortal eye can see,
can it be that thou regardest
our poor hymnody?
yes, we know that thou art near us
and wilt hear us constantly.

5. Honour, glory, might and merit
thine shall ever be,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
blessèd Trinity.
Of the best that thou has given
earth and heaven render thee.

3. Yea, we know that thou rejoicest
o’er each work of thine;
thou dids’t ears and hands and voices
for thy praise design;
craftsman’s art and music’s measure
for thy pleasure all combine.

Post Communion Prayer
Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations
of the world, the flesh and the devil,
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Final Hymn (617)
Words: Jean Holloway (b.1939)
Tune: Morning Light, G J Webb (1803-1887)

1. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
stand up before his cross,
an instrument of torture
inflicting pain and loss;
transformed by his obedience
to God’s redeeming plan,
the cross was overpowered
by Christ, both God and man.

3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
in faith and hope be strong,
stand firm for right and justice,
opposed to sin and wrong.
Give comfort to the wounded,
and care for those in pain,
for Christ, in those who suffer,
is crucified again.

2. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
be counted as his own;
his gospel of forgiveness
he cannot spread alone.
The love which draws us to him,
he calls us out to share;
he calls us to the margins
to be his presence there.

4. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
who reigns as King of kings,
be ready for the challenge
of faith his kingship brings.
He will not force obedience,
he gives to each the choice
to turn from all that’s holy,
or in his love rejoice.

5. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
give courage to the weak,
be unashamed to praise him,
be bold his name to speak.
Confront the cross unflinching,
Christ’s love has set us free;
he conquered death for ever
and lives eternally.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 7 March
The Third Sunday of Lent
Hymn 45
Words & Tune: Martin Nystrom based on Psalm 42:1-2

1. As the deer pants for the water,
so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart’s desire
and I long to worship you.

2. I want you more than gold or silver,
only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy-giver
and the apple of my eye.

You alone are my strength, my shield,
to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire
and I long to worship you.

3. You’re my friend an you are my
brother,
even though you are a King.
I love you more than any other,
So much more than anything.

Psalm 11
In the Lord have I taken refuge;
how then can you say to me,
‘Flee like a bird to the hills,
‘For see how the wicked bend the bow
and fit their arrows to the string,
to shoot from the shadows at the true of heart.
‘When the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?’
The Lord is in his holy temple;
the Lord’s throne is in heaven.
His eyes behold,
his eyelids try every mortal being.
The Lord tries the righteous as well as the wicked,
but those who delight in violence his soul abhors.
Upon the wicked he shall rain coals of fire
and burning sulphur;
scorching wind shall be their portion to drink.
For the Lord is righteous;
he loves righteous deeds,
and those who are upright shall behold his face.
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Exodus 5:1—6:1
Afterwards Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel, “Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in
the wilderness.” ’ But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should heed him and
let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.’ Then they said,
‘The God of the Hebrews has revealed himself to us; let us go a three days’
journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our God, or he will fall upon
us with pestilence or sword.’ But the king of Egypt said to them, ‘Moses and
Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their work? Get to your
labours!’ Pharaoh continued, ‘Now they are more numerous than the people of
the land and yet you want them to stop working!’ That same day Pharaoh
commanded the taskmasters of the people, as well as their supervisors, ‘You
shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as before; let them go and
gather straw for themselves. But you shall require of them the same quantity of
bricks as they have made previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy; that is
why they cry, “Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.” Let heavier work be laid
on them; then they will labour at it and pay no attention to deceptive words.’
So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to
the people, ‘Thus says Pharaoh, “I will not give you straw. Go and get straw
yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your work will not be lessened in the
least.” ’ So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble
for straw. The taskmasters were urgent, saying, ‘Complete your work, the same
daily assignment as when you were given straw.’ And the supervisors of the
Israelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and
were asked, ‘Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday
and today, as you did before?’
Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, ‘Why do you
treat your servants like this? No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to
us, “Make bricks!” Look how your servants are beaten! You are unjust to your
own people.’He said, ‘You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, “Let us go and
sacrifice to the Lord.” Go now, and work; for no straw shall be given you, but
you shall still deliver the same number of bricks.’ The Israelite supervisors saw
that they were in trouble when they were told, ‘You shall not lessen your daily
number of bricks.’ As they left Pharaoh, they came upon Moses and Aaron who
were waiting to meet them. They said to them, ‘The Lord look upon you and
judge! You have brought us into bad odour with Pharaoh and his officials, and
have put a sword in their hand to kill us.’
Then Moses turned again to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why have you
mistreated this people? Why did you ever send me? Since I first came to
Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has mistreated this people, and you have
done nothing at all to deliver your people.’
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Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to
Pharaoh: Indeed, by a mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will
drive them out of his land.’
Philippians 3:4b-14
Even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh.
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based
on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on
towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Hymn 169
Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) alt.
Tune: Duke Street: Melody attributed to John Hatton (d.1793)

1. Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.
2. Run the straight race through God’s good grace,
Life up thine eyes and seek his face;
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ is the prize.
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3. Cast care aside, lean on thy guide;
His boundless mercy will provide;
Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.
4. Faint nor nor fear, his arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear;
Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is all in all to thee.

Readings for Mass on Thursday 11 March
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar
Jeremiah 7:23-28
Luke 11:14-23
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Our new book is here!
Containing reflections, parish
history, autobiographies and
sermons, all culled from the
pages of the Corona Chronicle,
with an easy-to-use contents
page, this book will keep you
entertained,
amused,
and
thoughtful for years to come!
All proceeds to the Big Build
Campaign.
Please order YOUR
copy (or copies) using the order
form overleaf. Please send your
order form (with a cheque, OR
promise/declaration
of
an
online donation) to Canon Tom
Kennar,
5
Meadowlands,
Havant, PO9 2PR.

Lockdown Lines contains 340 pages of sermons and reflections from
the Rector (delivered in 2020) plus other contributions from:
Carol Acworth, Clive Barnett, John Burch, Colin Browne, Colin & Beryl
Carter, Jackie Brookfield, Polly Chapman, Wyn Clinnick (RIP), Will Coulston,
Hilary Deadman, Chris Elmes, Mike Fairhurst, Caroline Fisk, Mavis Floyd,
Judy Glennister (RIP), Ann Griffiths, Julia Hancock, Colin Hedley, Father
Frank Hillebrand, Bishop John Hind, Sandra Haggan, Alan Hakim, Nina
Hartley, Bill Jones, Felicity Kay, Michael Laird, Sheila Legg, Jackie Martin,
Beatrice Mockford, Eileen Norris, Ann Plater, Rex Plowman, Nick Pointer,
Marion Porter, Kim Sharpe, Bill Skilleter , Margaret Tait. Bridget Wade.
Pauline West and Liz White.

Limited print-run of 250: Order your copy (or copies) today!
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ORDER FORM
Please reserve a SIGNED
Lockdown Lines
for me!
YOUR DETAILS
Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: (if delivery is required) _______________________________
__________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________ Phone:___________________

HOW MANY COPIES?
Please reserve ______ copy/copies for me.
Please deliver copies by post / I will collect my copies*

(delete as
appropriate)

PAYMENT:
Price per collected copy: - £9.99 OR if delivered - £12.50
Amount due is price per copy X number of copies
I confirm that I have made an online donation to the Big Build Campaign
at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4908#!/DonationDetails
sufficient to at least cover the amount due

OR
I attach a cheque payable to ‘PCC of St Faith’s’ to cover the amount due
(feel free to donate more than the amount due!)
*Copies may be collected from the Rectory porch. You will be notified
when they become available.
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