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Operation: Forth Bridge
From Canon Tom: For
many years, Operation
Forth-Bridge (the death of
the Duke of Edinburgh)
has been the subject of
much detailed planning in
Government and Church
circles. Throughout the
last 20 years, Vicars up
and down the land have
received regular updates
on what procedures will
be followed when the sad
day of ’Operation ForthBridge’ happened.
But despite all our human
plans, no-one anticipated
that the sad day would
arrive in the middle of a
pandemic!
We are
reminded of words from
Psalm 2: ‘Why do the
nations rage and the
peoples plot in vain….He
who sits in heaven
laughs!’.
In the end, as the programme opposite testifies, I think we have managed to
mark the passing of Prince Philip with some dignity, and probably in a fashion of
which he would have approved (since he is known to have wanted ‘no fuss’). My
prayer is that after a life-time of service to his adopted country, and to his wife
and family, and to his Queen and ours, he will now rest in peace and rise in glory.
My one hope is that ‘Operation London Bridge’ (the death of Her Majesty) will be
yet many years away!
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Our New Pattern
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas
(Sendai, Japan)
The Diocese
For the Bishop as he
plans for retirement. The
Diocesan Team as they
imagine the future.
Our Parish &
Community
Pray for groups in our
community including
Schools and health-care
facilities, shops and
factories, council staff
Those in Urgent Need
Marlene Sharpe
David Boynton
David Walker
Tim McCann
Ian Dillow
The Recently Departed
Michael Osgood
Rita Rogers
Anniversaries of
Departed
15th Audrey Whitcombe
18th Mary Watton
19th Vera Bakes
21st Gladys Blitz

SUNDAY
0930: Parish Communion (this week, led by Bishop
John). Please book via
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or watch online:
click here to participate via Facebook) or
www.stfaith.com (to only watch
anonymously)
1800: Evening Prayer (via Zoom only- click here)

MONDAY
1500: Tea & Chat (via Zoom - click here)

TUESDAY
1100 to 1400 - Open Church (for private prayer)

THURSDAY
1030: Traditional Said Communion. Attend in
person or watch online (using the same links
as Sunday, above)

FRIDAY
1000 to 1200 - Open Church (for private prayer)
___________________________________
SERVICE SHEETS
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and
evening are printed at the rear of this edition of the
Chronicle. Standard service sheets are available in
church, or can be downloaded from here
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the
fact via the Videos section of our Facebook page.
Just click here to view.
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St Nicholas’ Chapel,
Langstone
submitted by Pete Holding

Now, at last we are coming out of
‘lockdown’ and very soon we will
be able to make use of the chapel
again.
Before ‘lockdown’ the
chapel had been redecorated and
the historic pictures of Langstone
were replaced with fifteen
professional picture panels which
show images of the local area
dating from the early 19th century.
Comments in the ‘Visitors’ Book’,
kept in the chapel, are testament to the pleasure and interest that the many
visitors both local and from far away, have experienced during their visit.
The chapel will soon be open and available again for events that have
not taken place during the pandemic. These include regular Saturday village
coffee mornings, fundraising events, talks of local interest and other displays.
In addition to the monthly communion service the chapel also plays
host to carols at Christmas, is the venue for
mulled wine following singing around the
Christmas tree outside the chapel and the
Village Association AGM. There has also
been a baptism or two and one or two
wedding services (under special licence),
and even a concert by the Rector!
During the Pandemic, however, its
tiny proportions have made it difficult
indeed to use. Despite that sad fact, Langstone Good Neighbours have still
been able to use the outside ‘garden’ as a collection point for the Foodbank,
and, until recently, it was the site of a pop-up kitchen garden, by Kevin
Edwards (an experiment recently concluded).
St Nicholas’ Chapel is and will remain a very important part of the
community providing an excellent venue and meeting place for all.
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Faith Pictures
submitted by a group of seven

What course did you do during Lent? Seven intrepid souls followed a 6 week
course called ‘Faith Pictures’, provided by the Church Army. It actually had
nothing to do with Lent, but we were expecting to find a few tools on how to talk
about our faith.
We started by exploring our own life story, found out lots we didn’t know
about each other and were able to share and laugh at our own mishaps on the
way. We watched some very thought provoking videos about how different
people responded to faith. There was a puzzle, homework, then trying to form a
picture of how we see God. Was it a boat, a garden, or even a mountain (or a
spider’s web as Tom suggested in his sermon on Sunday?).
We pondered on which character in the Bible we related to. Did you know
one could be both Mary and Martha?
There are many hidden opportunities to find out what God is doing and
joining in, whatever our circumstances. We enjoyed the course, didn’t find it
threatening and hope others will experience it too in the future.

Pray, Bake, Read
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan

You may remember that we promoted
“Pray, Bake, Read” about 18 months
ago. This is a scheme by which volunteers
go into Bosmere School, to hear some of
the children’s reading. We also provide
cakes for the staff at the beginning of
each half term and we pray regularly for
the staff and pupils.
Well, the events of the last year put
paid, at the moment, to our going into
the school to hear the children read. We
can, however, continue to pray for them and to provide cakes. We have been
taking in three cakes each half term and I can tell you that the staff really
appreciate them! It’s a great way of letting the Teachers know that we appreciate
their work!
We do have a couple of volunteers who bake but I wonder if anybody else
might like to become part of the team of bakers and I know we have lots of
wonderful bakers out there.
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Bobby Buddies
Submitted by Mary Peall
I am a prolific life long knitter and now my
children have all grown up, I like to knit novelty
items. For over 25 yrs I have knitted “Teddies for
Tragedies “ little bears that are distributed all
round the world for children in crisis and
orphanages. I had the pleasure of taking 100
bears with me to Israel when I visited the Holy
Lands many years ago.
There is a new initiative by Havant Police
to provide “Bobby Bears” for local children who are in abusive homes. A
situation made even worse in these troubled times. The bears are little
policemen and they help the children to understand that they should not be
afraid of policemen. It helps them to build a healthy relationship with
authority. Please see the item below from the Havant Police Facebook page.
Calling all local knitting groups or keen knitters, Havant Police are looking
for volunteers to knit ‘Bobby Buddies’.
Bobby Buddies are small knitted teddy bears which are given to children
by police officers to help communicate with them and break down barriers
that can exist when police attend after a domestic incident. We want to make
children safer, we want to give them a voice, and ensure they are included
when we have to attend a domestic abuse incident in their home.
Domestic abuse can have devastating effects on children and they need
to be properly spoken to and safeguarded. We also don’t want them to think
we’re scary or be afraid of us now, or in the future. The bears give us
something tangible to handover and talk about, to break down barriers, and
engage with the young child.
If you would like to get like to help make these bears, the patterns can
be found here Knitting pattern - http://orlo.uk/Vi9LP
Crochet pattern - http://orlo.uk/0c8BF
Once competed finished bears can be handed into your local station.
We would love to share your loving knitted bears with a child going through a
distressing experience. Click the link below to access the Havant Police page:
https://www.facebook.com/708838586255003/posts/1203179960154194/?d=n
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More Art from Pam Moore
Submitted by Hilary Deadman on behalf of Pam,

Planning Ahead
It is often good advice to plan ahead. Have you have given any thought
to what you would like at your funeral? It can be very helpful for family
to know your wishes (and it can stop them choosing ‘My way!“ Ed.)
If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving you
a copy for your records.
Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan
02392 455161 or 07452 982287
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Turns of Phrase
Submitted by Peter Allman

From the brochure of a car rental firm in Tokyo: When passenger of foot
heave in sight, tootle the horn. Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he
still obstacles your passage then tootle him with vigour.
In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During
that time we regret that you will be unbearable.
In a Paris hotel elevator: Please leave your values at the front desk.
In a hotel in Athens: Visitors are expected to complain at the office between
the hours of 9 and 11 A.M. daily.
In a Yugoslavian hotel: The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the job
of the chambermaid.
In a Japanese hotel: You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid.
In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery:
You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian and Soviet
composers, artists, and writers are buried daily except Thursday.
In an Austrian hotel catering to skiers: Not to perambulate the corridors in
the hours of repose in the boots of ascension.
On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: Our wines leave you nothing to hope
for.
Outside a Hong Kong tailor shop: Ladies may have a fit upstairs.

Peter suggests this could
be ‘Evangelism Equipment’
for Tom’s Beach Ministry.

Never lie, steal, cheat, or drink. But; If you must lie, lie in the arms of the
one you love. If you must steal, steal away from bad company. If you must
cheat, cheat death. And if you must drink, drink in the moments that take
your breath away.
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TWO Graveyards?
Some readers of ‘The Chronicle’ may be surprised to know that St
Faith’s owns TWO graveyards. As well as the church graveyard, we
also own a dedicated portion of the municipal graveyard, on the corner
of New Lane and Eastern Road, just north of the railway line. It is
marked by an imposing entrance, off New Lane, as shown below. (This
grand entrance used to
lead to a small chapel, in
the centre of the plot, now
lost.
Like the church
graveyard, this ancilliary
burial plot has also been
officially ‘closed’, meaning
that by law it comes under
the care of the the
Borough Council.
With our agreement
and support, the policy of the Borough Council has been to allow the
native grassland of the St Faith’s plot to grow each year (just as we do
in sections of the main churchyard). This is to give the maximum
opportunity for wildlife to flourish, despite the urban location (so near
to the railway line and New Land factories).
In recent years, the Friends of Havant Cemeteries have also
taken a keen interest in the
graveyard, for both its
historical interest, and its
wildlife potential. They have
been pursuing a number of
plans for the graveyard,
including publishing a guide to
the
most
significant
memorials, improved signage,
and a physical mark (perhaps
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with planting) of the site of the
old chapel. Their latest scheme
has been to plant a hedge along
the inside of the curtain wall, to
encourage
wildlife,
and
especially birds and insects. The
pictures on the opposite page
show some of the ‘Friends’ hard
at work, clearing the ground, and
then planting the first seedlings
for the new hedge.
A big ‘thank you’ goes out to Penny Munday, Christopher Evans,
Hugh Owen and all the members and volunteers of the ‘Friends of
Havant Cemeteries’ for their splendid effort! A LOT more information
about the old cemetery, and the work of ‘the Friends’ can be found on
their website at https://www.friendsofhavantcemeteries.org.uk/

Preparations for Spring in the Churchyard
The St Faith’s Churchyard Team
has also been busy, cutting back
dead-wood, and soon to be
roping off areas for grassland to
grow during the summer
months. Look out for these
lovely new signs around the
churchyard, in the coming days!
Our thanks go to Colin
Hedley, Mike Fluck, Jim Davis
and Anna Glanville-Hearson for
all their efforts!
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What’s In a Name or
Names?
submitted by Peter Allman

We often look at the genealogy of our Lord in the Gospels, but what
about the genealogy shown in Genesis 5? Let us take the names
mentioned keeping them in the order they are given, and as they are
Hebrew names put their meaning beside them:ADAM
SETH
ENOSH
KENAN
MAHALAEL
JARED
ENOCH
METHUSELAH
LAMECH
NOAH

Man (is)
Appointed
Mortal
Sorrow (but)
The Blessed God
Shall come down
Teaching
His death shall bring
(the) Despairing
Comfort, rest

Now taking these meanings in the same order we find an
incredible message from God our father:- “Man is appointed mortal
sorrow, but the Blessed God shall come down teaching that His death
shall bring the despairing comfort and rest.”
What an awesome prophetic message given so early, and
showing us the importance of checking out the original Hebrew,
especially with regard to names.
I wonder what else is missed in the English translations, but can
be seen in the original Hebrew?
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Witnesses to what?
A sermon from Canon Tom on
Thursday 8 April

Witnesses to what?
Jesus said: ‘Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things.' (Luke 24.46-48)
I wonder whether any of you
have ever had to be a witness in a
law court. It’s something I’ve been
asked to do on quite a few
occasions.
It comes with the
territory of being a pastor;
sometimes to people who have got
themselves into strange and difficult
situations!
As a result, I perhaps have a
slightly unhealthy obsession with
court-room dramas, and especially
court-room stories. Like the one I
heard last week, in which a lawyer
was questioning a Doctor, who was
a witness in a trial. The lawyer
asked the witness, "Doctor, before
you performed the autopsy, did you
check for a pulse?"
The witness replied "No."
"Did you check for blood pressure?"
"No."
"Did you check for breathing?"
asked the Lawyer
"No."
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"So,” the Lawyer asserted, “it is
possible that the patient was still
alive when you began the autopsy?"
"No." said the Doctor
"How can you be so sure, Doctor?"
"Because his brain was sitting on my
desk in a jar."
"But,” asked the lawyer “could the
patient have still been alive
nevertheless?"
"Well,” replied the witness, “it is
possible that he could have been
alive
and
practicing
law
somewhere."
The legal system depends on
witnesses. We need people who
can give reliable accounts of events
so that proper judgments can be
made.
And we need those
witnesses to be credible. Time and
again, when I’ve been a witness,
people that I’m supporting with my
testimony have routinely asked ‘You
will wear your dog-collar, won’t
you?’. Poor things – they seem to
believe that someone with a clerical
collar is likely to be more credible
than someone in a suit. Probably
because they don’t know me very
well!
Jesus
needed
reliable
witnesses too. He knew that the
best way of spreading the Good
News of his resurrection was to get
people talking about it – people
whose credibility could not be in

doubt. So, let’s look at the people
whom he chose. Strangely, these
were
not
lawyers,
judges,
policemen or even priests! Jesus’
disciples were a rag-tag bunch of
ordinary, everyday people – or
what English politicians keep calling
‘hard working families’.
Many were fishermen. Some
were civil servants. One, Simon the
Zealot was thought to be a
Canaanite…a non-Jew…a foreigner
who travelled with Jesus living off
the charity of others.
Some
commentators
believe
that
Matthew might have been a pub
landlord!
It was ordinary people that
Jesus chose to be his credible
witnesses. Ordinary people who
had, only days before, abandoned
him to his fate, and run away.
Ordinary people who still didn’t
understand the reasons for Jesus
death and resurrection. Ordinary
people who were not theologians.
Even now, in today’s story, Jesus
has to patiently explain the
Scriptures to them. They haven’t
got it yet. Their theology is only
just beginning to form. But to Jesus
– they are just what he needs.
“You witnesses” he says – to
them, and to ordinary people, just
like us.
But what is it that Jesus wants
them to be witnesses about? Well,

in the passage we just read, there
are four key ideas that Jesus says
his disciples are witnesses of. Let’s
hear it once more:
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah
is to suffer(1) and to rise from the
dead on the third day (2), and that
repentance (3) and forgiveness of
sins (4) is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things.”
So, disciples are first of all
witnesses to the idea that the
Messiah is to suffer.
Jesus’
suffering is key to understanding
Jesus’ mission. It is through his
willing self-sacrifice – even to the
point of torture and execution –
that Jesus points us to the way that
the world will be saved. If you
heard my sermon on Good Friday,
you’ll know that Jesus’ suffering has
a whole plethora of meaning. If
you didn’t hear it…why not look it
up after this service? For now, let’s
just confine ourselves to this
thought about the suffering of
Jesus: Evil will always find a way of
nailing up the Son of God onto a
cross. And yet Jesus will always
offer us hope that such suffering
can be transformed, transmuted,
redeemed.
We are witnesses to that
process of transformation (which is
the second point of today’s
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passage).
On the cross, Jesus
allows the violence of the world to
overwhelm him, and then, by the
power of Love, he overcomes the
violence, and rises from the dead in
a resurrected body. The first born
of the dead. The first-fruits of
those who sleep.
Death is
overcome,
violence
becomes
irrelevant and has no more power
over him.
Love conquers all.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

that keep the poor in poverty and
keep the wealthy in power. Turn
away from political ideas that shutout the stranger, and those which
propagate the Dickensian lie that
charity begins at home.
Then finally, the witnesses of
Jesus can say, with the confidence
of the Resurrection that ‘there is
forgiveness’.
Forgiveness for
seeking more than our daily bread.
Forgiveness for trying to make our
Kingdom on earth instead of God’s.
Forgiveness for our lack of
forgiveness to those who have
trespassed against us.
Then, and only then, will the
new heaven and the new earth
promised at the very end of the
Bible come to pass. Then, and only
then, will the true power of the
death and resurrection of Jesus be
known.
Not, as I suggested on
Good Friday, a mere heavenly
transaction to wipe away an
individual’s sin… but a wholesale,
full-scale, radical re-ordering of the
whole of human life. That’s why
we pray “Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in
heaven”.
That’s what Jesus called his
followers to be witness too. That’s
what we are still called to witness
to. We are Jesus’ army of ordinary
people, today. That is our vocation
and our calling. Amen.

Thirdly, we are witnesses to
the power of repentance. From the
very start of his ministry, Jesus
cried out ‘repent’…or ‘turn
around’ (which is the more
accurate meaning of the word he
used). Turn around from human
ways of living and turn towards
God. Turn away from the myth
that violence can defeat violence.
Turn away from economic systems
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Superstar!
From our friend Rev’d Bill Stillwell of the Methodist Church
During Lent around twenty of us from churches right across the Havant area
gathered on Zoom to explore our Christian approach to the Climate
Emergency by using a Lent Course 'Caring for Creation'.
A number of us are eager to continue exploring our Faith together in this
way, so we're fixing further sessions, as follows. Anybody and everybody
will be very welcome to join us!

THE YORK COURSE 'Superstar'
More details can be found at
www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/
superstar/ from where booklets, etc
can be ordered.

THE SESSIONS
Who is Jesus?
Miracles
The Psalms
The Church
Cross Purposes

THE DATES
Mondays: May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st 7.30pm
Not everyone will be able to come to every session: just come as you can!
Nearer the time I'll be sending out a Zoom invitation to anyone who
expresses an interest. If you'd like to join us, please let me know by
emailing me at revbill@virginmedia.com
Hope to see you then!
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The Sceptical Prince
By Canon Tom Kennar
Preached on the day after the
announcement of the death of HRH
The Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh
I have a great deal of affection for
St Thomas – not least because he is
my namesake! Mind you, the only
time anyone calls me Thomas is
when I’ve done something wrong.
Usually my Mother, my sisters or
my wife!
Poor old Saint Thomas is
universally known as ‘Doubting
Thomas’, quite simply because of
this one occasion when he couldn’t
quite bring himself to believe that
Jesus had risen from the dead. That
‘moniker’ he has had to live with
stands as a badge of shame for just
one small incident in an otherwise
an exemplary life. He was, for
example, the first of the disciples to
recognise Jesus as ’The Way’. He
followed him Jesus diligently
throughout his ministry, and unlike
Peter, he did not actively deny his
Lord. When confronted with the
reality of his mistake about Jesus’
resurrection,
he
immediately
repented of his hasty words, and
acknowledged Jesus as not just his
Lord, but also his God...a word
rarely used of Jesus by the other
apostles.

Then, after Pentecost, the
Church’s tradition tells us that he
went East, with great enthusiasm
for the task of spreading the
Gospel. He established not least
the Church of India, which still
functions today. But poor Thomas,
everyone seems to forget all this
wonderful stuff about him - they
forget what a tremendous powerhouse for God that he was. They
just dismiss him for one moment of
doubt.
Actually, I think that doubt is
a healthy thing. Doubt, or at least
scepticism, is a sign that the mind is
working - weighing-up, critically and
carefully, the information which it is
being fed. I think we could all do
with a little more scepticism in our
intellectual diet.
Prince Philip was, I think, also
one of life’s sceptics. He was
sceptical about the claims that
humanity made for itself, especially
with regard to caring for wildlife,
and for the climate. His work to
establish the World Wildlife Fund,
and to be among the first to fix
solar panels to a home, speak of
someone who was sceptical about
the assurances of the rich and
powerful, that nothing bad would
happen if we go on as we are,
consuming the world’s resources.
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Prince Philip’s scepticism about the
way we bring up our young people
and equip them for life led him to
found the Duke of Edinburgh’s
award. He was also the driving
force behind a number of
significant,
global
inter-faith
conferences, indicating at least
some scepticism about the primacy
of his own national religion. His
Royal Highness would have been
the first to deny any label of saint,
but his willingness to challenge
status quos, and to find new
solutions, is a tribute to his
sceptical, doubting frame of mind.
And, I have to say, within the
field of religion, scepticism is also
no bad thing. We owe a huge debt
to those who have gone before us
in the faith, especially to the
writers of the Scriptures. But if we
accept everything they wrote

without a little bit of doubt, we
would, frankly, still be keeping
slaves on Church of England-owned
plantations in the Caribbean
(because all the Bible writers
shared a common belief that
slavery was normal).
We might like to picture faith
as being like a spider’s web – which
is an image which I know will
delight Sandra and the church
cleaners! Like a spider at the
centre of the web, God is the
generator of everything around
him. But there are many strands to
the web, holding it to the wall (or,
in our case, usually holding it in
front of one of our cameras). If any
one of those slender strings of web
should be broken, the rest of the
web still hangs, quite happily.
Imagine, if you will, that
those individual strands represent
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ideas about God. The Trinity, the
Virgin Birth, our assumptions
about
the
Atonement,
for
example. It is perfectly OK for us
to examine each one of those
strands. We can pull on it; testing
it to see if it is as strong as it needs
to be to carry on its work.
Sometimes, an individual thread
can be removed altogether…but
the rest of the web holds firm.
Our ideas about God, and about
how he calls us to live are
constantly shifting and changing.
And it’s the Doubting Thomases
among us, the sceptics, who are
sometimes the ones who light the
path to new understanding.
Without people who were
willing to be sceptical about
established norms, we would still
practice slavery, racism would be
considered normal, women would
be forbidden from speaking in
church, the Bible would not be
printed for to all to read, and we
would still be hanging on to binary
language about human sexuality.
So to anyone listening to my
voice who has doubts about what
they believe, and about how the
Christian Way should be practiced,
and want to re-assure you. All
doubters,
all
sceptics,
all
intellectual enquirers…you are
welcome here. I applaud your

scepticism.
I embrace your
scepticism. Come, let us reason
together.
Let us unpick the
individual strands of the spider’s
web of faith, and test them
together.
One final thought. There
first thing Jesus said to his disciples
on appearing in that locked room
was ‘Shalom’ – or ‘peace be with
you’. The kind of peace did he
mean? Did he mean the kind of
holy silence which might descend
on us, from time to time, during a
service? No, not really. The
Hebrew concept of ‘shalom’
implies wholeness, completeness,
soundness, health, safety and
prosperity. To pray ‘shalom’ for
another person is to hope that
they might experience those things
in their life. So when we share
‘the Peace’ together, in a few
minutes, let’s hold in our minds
those prayers. While we wave
cheerily at each other in our
socially-distanced way, let us pray
for each other’s wholeness,
completeness, and prosperity. Let
us pray that each of us, sceptics
and doubters, as well as those who
have no trouble just living with the
faith they inherited might find
peace together on the Way of
Christ. Amen
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Musical Matters
Submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director

If we had been having an anthem this coming Sunday morning,
then it would have been the very short motet called O taste
and see by Vaughan Williams. I’ve already written something
about this piece already for the Chronicle (volume 40 to be
exact), so instead, I’m returning to the music of one of my
favourite composers of Church Music, Sir Edward Bairstow.
Edward Bairstow was born in Huddersfield on 22nd August 1874 and
showed an interest in music from an early age. After some
disjointed music lessons, he studied formally with the English
composer, organist and teacher John Farmer (1835 – 1901; not to
be confused with the other English composer called John Farmer
(1570 – 1601) who wrote a madrigal called “Fair Phyllis”) and later
by Sir Frederick Bridge (1844 – 1924; pictured right) who was
organist of Westminster Abbey. Bairstow also acknowledged a debt
to Sir Walter Alcock (1861 – 1947; pictured left) who was suborganist at Westminster Abbey at the time. The “Abbey
experience” was to stand Bairstow in good stead later on in life.
In 1899, Bairstow was appointed organist and choirmaster at Wigan Parish
Church. In addition, he became chorus master of several choral societies in
the North West. In 1906, he moved to Leeds Parish Church, securing the
post from 320 applicants! In July 1913, he succeeded the English
composer and organist Thomas Tertius Noble (1867 – 1953;
pictured right) as organist and Master of the Music at York Minster,
where he remained until his death on 1st May 1946.
In 1929, Bairstow became professor of music at Durham
University, a post that he was able to combine with his duties
at York. He was a highly respected teacher, with several of his
students making their names in the musical
world, including the composer Gerald Finzi
(1901 – 1956; pictured left) and the composer and organist
Dr. Francis Jackson (b.1917 and still going strong at 103;
pictured right), who succeeded him at the Minster.
Bairstow’s direct manner and passion for truth weren’t
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universally admired, but to those who could take his direct honesty he
was an inspiration.
His excellent anthem Let all mortal flesh keep silence dates from 1906;
and although not composed for York Minster, could certainly have been
composed for the vast space of the Minster in mind. The music captures
the words (written in Greek as a Cherubic Hymn for the Offertory of the
Divine Liturgy of St James) perfectly (Bairstow had a passion for words).
Listen out for the sombre opening for lower voices, followed by upper
voices lifting the mind “above all earthly thought”. Listen too, for the
massive build up through the “choirs of angels” to the Alleluias.
Here are the Convivium Singers in action…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpZoRedHYHM
… and here is a version with the dots if you fancy singing along:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAREoPkUUwk
Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist
For a bit of variety, this Sunday’s voluntaries are from the pen of
American composers, courtesy of someone who gave me a book of organ
voluntaries by American composers about 20 years ago!
The voluntary before the service is based on the tune
known as Simple Gifts (which you might know better as
the “Lord of the Dance”). This piece is by Patricia Lou
Harris (b.1939) who has written numerous original
compositions and arrangements for organ.
The voluntary after the service is called Celebration and is
composed by Lani Smith (1934 – 2015). Lani Smith was one
of the most prolific classical composers in music history,
with more than 4,000 published compositions, written
over sixty years as a professional composer. His
compositions range in style from significant organ pieces
for concert to a late 1970s Easter rock opera called
Jubilation!
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Revision of the Church
Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll for 2021-2 has been revised and the names of those persons
contained on it will be displayed in Church from Good Friday until the APCM in
late April.
Everyone is invited to check that
(a) they are included and
(b) that the name displayed is accurate.
If there are queries (appear not to be included, name spelling) then these
should be raised with Hugh Owen, Electoral Roll Officer on 023 9247 1204
within the next two weeks. If you are not able to visit and see the notice then
please contact Hugh if you wish to check your enrolment.

Annual Meeting Notice
THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING WILL TAKE
PLACE ON SUNDAY 25th of APRIL, from 10.45am
(immediately after the 9.30am service, after a short break).
It will be live-streamed via Facebook and the Parish Website, but only
those present at the meeting will be able to vote.
There are currently FIVE vacant seats on the Parochial Church Council.
Could God be prompting YOU to serve?
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 18 April
Third Sunday of Easter
Celebrant: Bishop John Hind
Hymn (754)
Words: ‘Chorus Novæ Jerusalem’ by St Fulbert of Chartres (c.1028)
trans. Robert Campbell (1814-1868)
Tune: St Fulbert: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876)

1. Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the Paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.

4. Triumphant in his glory now
his sceptre ruleth all:
earth, heav’n and hell before him bow
and at his footstool fall.

2. For Judah’s Lion burst his chains,
and crushed the serpent’s head;
and brought with him, from death’s
domain,
the long-imprisoned dead.

5. While joyful thus his praise we sing,
his mercy we implore,
into his palace bright to bring,
and keep us evermore.

3. From hell’s devouring jaws the prey
alone our leader bore;
his ransomed hosts pursue their way
where he hath gone before.

6. All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.

The Collect
Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
First Reading: Acts 3:12-19
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made
him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
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our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected
in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the presence of all of you.
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins
may be wiped out.

Gospel reading: Luke 24:36b-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate
in their presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

Offertory Hymn (433)
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Tune: Savannah, John Wesley’s ‘Foundery Collection’ (1742)

1. Love’s redeeming work is done;
fought the fight, the battle won:
lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er,
lo, he sets in blood no more.

2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ has burst the gates of hell;
death in vain forbids his rise;
Christ has opened paradise.
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3. Lives again our glorious King;
where, O death, is now thy sting?
dying once, he all doth save;
where thy victory, O grave?

4. Soar we now where Christ has led,
foll’wing our exalted Head;
made like him, like him we rise;
ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

5. Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
praise to thee by both be giv’n;
thee we greet triumphant now;
hail, the Resurrection thou!

Hymn during the Distribution: 622
Words: Francis Stanfield alt.
Tune: Divine Mysteries: Francis Stanfield (1835-1914)

1. Sweet sacrament divine,
hid in thy earthly home,
lo, round thy lowly shrine,
with suppliant hearts we come;
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise,
in songs of love and heartfelt praise,
sweet sacrament divine,
sweet sacrament divine.

3. Sweet sacrament of rest,
Ark from the ocean’s roar,
within thy shelter blest
soon ,may we reach the shore;
save us, for still the tempest raves;
save, lest we sink beneath the waves,
sweet sacrament of rest,
sweet sacrament of rest.

2. Sweet sacrament of peace,
dear home of ev’ry heart,
where restless yearnings cease,
and sorrows all depart,
there in thine ear all trustfully
we tell our tale of misery,
sweet sacrament of peace,
sweet sacrament of peace.

4. Sweet sacrament divine,
earth’s light and jubilee,
in thy far depths doth shine
thy Godhead’s majesty;
sweet light, so shine on us, we pray,
that earthly joys may fade away,
sweet sacrament divine,
sweet sacrament divine.
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Post Communion Prayer
Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen

Final Hymn 637
Words: St John of Damascas (c.750) trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Tune: Ellacombe, ‘Württemburg Gesangbuch’ (1784)

1. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God!
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory.
2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection-light;
and list’ning to his accents, may hear so calm and plain
his own ‘All hail’ and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.
3. Now let the heav’ns be joyful, and earth her song begin,
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;
let all things, seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 18 April
Third Sunday of Easter
Hymn 67
Words: Unknown, based on Psalm 46
Tune: Be Still and Know: Unknown, arr. Adrian Vernon Fish (b.1956)

1. Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear.
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.
2. Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
3. Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

Psalm 142
I cry aloud to the Lord;
to the Lord I make my supplication.
I pour out my complaint before him
and tell him of my trouble.
When my spirit faints within me, you know my path;
in the way wherein I walk have they laid a snare for me.
I look to my right hand, and find no one who knows me;
I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for my soul.
I cry out to you, O Lord, and say:
‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.
‘Listen to my cry, for I am brought very low;
save me from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me.
‘Bring my soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name;
when you have dealt bountifully with me,
then shall the righteous gather around me.’
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Deuteronomy 7:7-13
It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that the
Lord set his heart on you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all peoples.
It was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your
ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains
covenant loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a
thousand generations, and who repays in their own person those who reject
him. He does not delay but repays in their own person those who reject him.
Therefore, observe diligently the commandment—the statutes and the
ordinances—that I am commanding you today.
If you heed these ordinances, by diligently observing them, the Lord your
God will maintain with you the covenant loyalty that he swore to your
ancestors; he will love you, bless you, and multiply you; he will bless the fruit of
your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil,
the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock, in the land that he swore
to your ancestors to give you.
Revelation 2:1-11
‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who
holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden
lampstands:
‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that you
cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to be apostles but
are not, and have found them to be false. I also know that you are enduring
patiently and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown
weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at
first. Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place,
unless you repent. Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the
Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers, I will give permission
to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.
‘And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of
the first and the last, who was dead and came to life:
‘I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know
the slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are
a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the
devil is about to throw some of you into prison so that you may be tested, and
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for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the
churches. Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death.
Hymn 297
Words: John Newton (1725-1807)
Tune: St Peter: Alexander Robert Reinagle (1799-1877)

1. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
in a believer’s ear!
it soothes our sorrows, heals our
wounds,
and drives away our fear.

4. Jesus! My shepherd, brother, friend,
my prophet, priest, and king,
my Lord, my life, my way, my end,
accept the praise I bring.

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole,
and calms the troubled breast;
‘tis manna to the hungry soul,
and to the weary, rest.

5. Weak is the effort of my heart,
and cold my warmest thought;
but when I see thee as thou art,
I’ll praise thee as I ought.

3. Dear name! the rock on which I
build,
my shield and hiding-place,
my never-failing treas’ry filled
with boundless stores of grace.

6. Till then I would thy love proclaim
with ev’ry fleeting breath;
and may the music of thy name
refresh my soul in death.
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