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    The Corona Chronicle  
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 

22 April 2021 (Vol 53) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

Bishop Christopher (also known as Chris) will retire this Saturday, after 10 
years as our Bishop.  (The photo above was taken at his installation in 
2010).  We give thanks for all that he has contributed to the life of our 
Diocese in that time, and for his personal care of his clergy and their 
parishes and ministries.  We thank him too that he delayed his retirement 
by over a year, in order to not leave us without Episcopal Leadership 
during the worst days of the Pandemic. 

 The Bishop’s farewell service will take place on Saturday (24 April) at 
4pm - sadly with only a few closest colleagues and family-members 
present (because of Pandemic restrictions).  It will, however, be 
livestreamed on the Diocesan Facebook page at this link:  https://
www.facebook.com/CofEPortsmouth and on the Diocesan YouTube page 
at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/c/PortsmouthDiocese  

Farewell and thank you, 

Bishop Chris! 

https://www.facebook.com/CofEPortsmouth
https://www.facebook.com/CofEPortsmouth
https://www.youtube.com/c/PortsmouthDiocese
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

 
 

The Diocese  
For the Bishop as he 

plans for retirement. The 
Diocesan Team as they 

imagine the future. 
 
 

Our Parish & 
Community 

Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Schools and health-care 
facilities, shops and 

factories, council staff  
 
 

Those in Urgent Need 
Marlene Sharpe 
David Boynton 
David Walker 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Patrick Hounsham 
 
 

The Recently Departed 
Michael Osgood 

Rita Rogers 
 
 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

28th Cordell Merrett 

SUNDAY 
0930: Parish Communion (this week, led by Canon 

Tom). Please book via     
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or watch online: 
click here  to participate via Facebook) or 
www.stfaith.com (to only watch 
anonymously) 

1800:  Evening Prayer (via Zoom only-  click here) 

MONDAY 
1500: Tea & Chat (via Zoom -  click here)  

TUESDAY 
1100 to 1400 - Open Church (for private prayer) 

THURSDAY 
1030: Traditional Said Communion.  Attend in 

person or watch online (using the same links 
as Sunday, above)  

FRIDAY 
1000 to 1200 - Open Church (for private prayer) 

___________________________________ 
 

SERVICE SHEETS 
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and 

evening are printed at the rear of this edition of the 
Chronicle.  Standard service sheets are available in 

church, or can be downloaded from here  

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the 
fact via the Videos section of our Facebook page.  

Just click here to view. 

Our New Pattern 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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Where was the Medieval 
Rectory of Havant? 

submitted by John Pile 

I have long been intrigued by Walter Butler's statement in 
his Topographical Account of the Hundred of Bosmere 
(1817), p. 4 that a building 'in the corner of the North-street 
[…] appears to be of the age of Edward III. From tradition 
this was the parsonage house, occupied by Dr. Aylward, and 
in which he entertained his magnificent patron, William of 
Wykeham. On the outside are Wykeham's arms.' 
 'In the corner of North-street' is rather vague and the 
appearance of Havant has changed considerably since Butler wrote two 
centuries ago. Even if it is assumed that the 'corner of the North-street' was 
where it meets the East and West Streets we still have a choice of two 
corners. Charles John Longcroft in his Hundred of Bosmere (1857), pp. 72-3 
is equally vague: 'The ancient Rectory of Havant stood upon the site of a 

house now the property of Mr. Clarke, to the 
south of the present butcher's shop in the North 
street' adding that it ' was pulled down in the 
year 1822.' 
  The location of Mr. Clarke's house would 
have been well known to Longcroft's 
contemporaries but at least we now have a few 
more facts to go on. First, we can locate Clarke's 
property from the Tithe Map and Assessment of 
1842. John Bridger Clarke was owner and 

occupier of plot number 457 on the corner of North Street and West Street 
and his immediate neighbour in North Street was Benjamin Platt, owner and 
occupier of plot 458. Second, if Platt were a butcher, that would be decisive 
– yes, according to the first edition of White's Hampshire Directory 
published in 1859 Benjamin Platt was indeed trading as a butcher in North 
Street. 
 If the 'tradition' recorded by Walter Butler is correct then I think it 
would be safe to conclude that the medieval rectory of Havant was located 
on the corner of North Street and West Street, appropriately opposite the 
church it served (the present position of Lloyd’s bank. Ed). 
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As restrictions begin to lift we are now open for private prayer on Tuesdays 
from 11-2 and Fridays from 10-12, a chance to come and sit quietly in our 
beautiful church, to reflect, to pray, to light a candle. 
Also for services: 
Thursday at 10.30am Traditional said Communion using the Book of 
Common Prayer and Sunday 9.30am for Parish Communion is in modern 
language.  Both services are now open to the public but still livestreamed. 
If you would like to attend on Sundays please book: 
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or 02392 455161  (It is not necessary for the 
Thursday service.) 
 
Evensong remains on Zoom. This coming Sunday will be our 50th Evensong 
via Zoom! 

You may remember that we promoted “Pray, Bake, Read” about 18 
months ago.  This is a scheme by which volunteers go into Bosmere School, 
to hear some of the children’s reading.  We also provide cakes for the staff 
at the beginning of each half term and we pray 
regularly for the staff and pupils. 
 Well, the events of the last year put paid, 
at the moment, to our  going into the school to 
hear the children read.  We can, however, 
continue to pray for them and to provide 
cakes.  We have been taking in three cakes 
each half term and I can tell you that the staff 
really appreciate them!  It’s a great way of letting the Teachers know that 
we appreciate their work! 
 We do have a couple of volunteers who bake but I wonder if anybody 
else might like to become part of the team of bakers and I know we have 
lots of wonderful bakers out there. 
 The school reopens on Monday 19th April. 

We are open... 
submitted Sandra Haggan 

Pray, Bake, Read 
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan 

mailto:sandrahaggan54@gmail.com
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Do you Give with  
Stewardship Envelopes? 

Submitted by Alan Hakim 

This Sunday April 25th is the 
end of the Envelope year, and a 
new supply is available for the 
year starting May 2nd. With 
there being very few services in 
church is the last 12 months, 
users of the envelopes have 
fallen into three groups: 
 
1. Those continuing to fill 
envelopes regularly, and 
handing them in when 
possible. 
 
2. Those unable to come to church, but periodically making a ‘catch up’ 
donation by cheque or bank credit. 
 
3. Those who have given up the envelope scheme completely, though 
supporting the church in other ways. 
 
I shall be able to give out new envelopes on May 2nd to those at the 
9.30 service, but I need to know what the rest of you would like for the 
coming year: do you want a new set, or shall I take you off the list? 
Please would you let me know  
 
by e-mail to awhakim@btinternet.com  
 
If you don’t use e-mail, you can phone 023 92 471681. 
 
If I am out, you can leave a message for me to ring you back, but if 
daughter Frances answers, check that she has written it down. 
 

Alan Hakim. 
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Planning Ahead 
It is often good advice to plan ahead.  Have  you have given any thought 
to what you would like at your funeral?  It can be very helpful for family 
to know your wishes. 
 If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can 
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving you 
a copy for your records. 
 Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan 
02392 455161 or 07452 982287 

1. If you eat something and no one sees you eat it, it has no calories. 

2. If you drink diet soda with candy bars, the calories in the candy bar 
are cancelled out by the diet soda. 

3. When you eat with someone else, calories don't count as long as you 
don't eat more than they do. 

4. Food used for medicinal purposes never counts, such as hot 
chocolate, toast, and Sara Lee cheesecake. 

5. If you fatten up the people around you, then you look thinner. 

6. Movie-related foods do not have additional calories because they 
are part of the entire entertainment package and are not part of 
one's personal intake. (Examples are buttered popcorn, and as many 
pick-&-mix sweets as you can carry.) 

7. Cookie pieces contain no calories. The process of breaking cookies 
causes caloric leakage. 

8. Things licked off knives and spoons have no calories if you are in the 
process of preparing something. (Examples are peanut butter on a 
knife while making a sandwich or ice cream on a spoon while making 
a sundae.) 

9. Foods that have the same colour have the same number of calories. 
For instance, spinach and pistachio ice cream, cauliflower and 
whipped cream. 

NOTE: Chocolate is a universal substitute and may be used in place of any 
other food.  

Rules for  
‘The Realistic Miracle Diet’. 

Submitted by Peter Allman 
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Who said figures are boring? 
Submitted by Kevin West 

 

After watching 'University Challenge' a short time ago and reading Tom's 

sermon in Corona Chronicle No 45, I was reminded about trying to teach 

our young children about impossibly large numbers. I mean, a 1 followed by 

six zeros doesn't mean much to children (or some adults I know). Jeremy 

Paxman asked the team giving the correct answer 'Why would anyone need 

to know the answer to that?' Because of that exercise years ago, that was 

one of the few answers I did know on that evening’s show (to be honest, I 

only tend to know a few on any given show.) 

 The question was along the lines: "To the nearest whole week how 

many weeks are there in a million seconds?". The answer is two weeks, 

although a more accurate value is 11.57 days. 

 However, that is still not demonstrative of a large number. A millionaire 

these days is commonplace (except in our family). Billionaires are also 

mentioned as a throwaway comment nowadays in the media, but how 

many seconds are there in a billion? The answer is printed overleaf, unless 

you want to see if you can imagine how long that is / work it out for 

yourself / just punch it into Google. Now imagine a trillion seconds. Be 

aware if you do try this using Google as it might give you the wrong answer 

depending on how your browser is configured. I am using British 

measurements, the Americans use different math(s).  

 Around that time of boring the kids and as an exercise in programming, 

I wrote a small script for my web browser. Every morning on my computer 

at work in my previous employment, my main page showed how many 

seconds I had until retirement. It was certainly sobering to see it decrease 

so slowly and also to demonstrate how little time we have here on earth. 

One of my favourite Monty Python songs is the 'Galaxy Song' written by Eric 

Idle and John Du Prez. It gives all the facts and figures about our earth and 

includes the lines "So remember, when you're feeling very small and 

insecure, How amazingly unlikely is your birth". 

 Incidentally, did you know that Google mis-named the company after 

the googol, to signify the large amount of data that they searched through? 

This is a multiplier with a value of a 1 followed by 100 zeros. 
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Solutions from p.7 
1 billion seconds is 31.6 YEARS!  

One trillion seconds is roughly 31,688 years. 

There were four churches and a synagogue in a small town: a 
Presbyterian church, a Baptist church, a Methodist church, a Catholic 
church and a Jewish synagogue. Each church and the synagogue had a 
problem with squirrels. 
  The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do 
about their squirrels. After much prayers and consideration they 
determined the squirrels were predestined to be there and they 
shouldn’t interfere with God’s divine will. 
  At the Baptist church, the squirrels had taken an interest in the 
baptistery. The deacons met and decided to put a water slide on the 
baptistery and let the squirrels drown themselves. The squirrels liked the 
slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as 
many squirrels showed up the following week. 
  The Methodist church decided that they were not in a position to 
harm any of God’s creatures. So, they humanely trapped their squirrels 
and set them free near the Baptist Church. Two weeks later the squirrels 
were back when the Baptists took down the water slide. 
  But the Catholic Church came up with a very creative strategy. They 
baptized all the squirrels and consecrated them as members of the 
church. Now they only see them on Christmas and Easter. 
  Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue. They took one 
squirrel and circumcised him; they haven’t seen a squirrel since. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
Scientists at Rolls Royce built a gun specifically to launch dead chickens at 
the windshields of airliners and military jets, all travelling at maximum 
velocity. The idea is to simulate the frequent incidents of collisions with 
airborne fowl to test the strength of the windshields. 
 American engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it 
on the windshields of their new high speed trains. Arrangements were 

Squirrels & Chickens 
submitted by Peter Allman 
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made, and a gun was sent to the American engineers. 
 When the gun was fired, the engineers stood shocked as the 
chicken hurled out of the barrel, crashed into the shatterproof shield, 
smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the control console, 
snapped the engineer's back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back 
wall of the cabin, like an arrow shot from a bow. 
 The horrified Yanks sent Rolls Royce the disastrous results of the 
experiment, along with the designs of the windshield and begged the 
British scientists for suggestions. Rolls Royce responded with a one-line 
memo: "Defrost the chicken." 

Flying the Flag 
 

We were proud to fly the Union Flag on Wednesday (21st April) to 
mark the 95th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.  Please keep the 

Queen in your prayers as she and all her family continuing in 
mourning for the Duke of Edinburgh 
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Divine Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A sermon from Canon Tom on  
Thursday 15 April -  

based on John 3.31-end 
I wonder if you’ve ever heard the 
phrase ‘Lectio Divina’.  It’s Latin – 
and it translates literally as ‘Divine 
Reading’.  It’s a practice from ancient 
times, of (essentially) reading 
Scripture very slowly, carefully and 
prayerfully, to allow each word, 
phrase and theological concept the 
time to settle into one’s soul: time 
for the Spirit of God to commune 
with the Spirit of Man.  
 Today, we are confronted with 
a blizzard of theological ideas, from 
the mouth of John the Baptiser.  The 
context is that people have been 
quizzing John about this new 
prophet who has appeared on the 
scene – this Jesus of Nazareth fellow.  
Who is he? (the crowd is wondering).  
Is he the Messiah that John foretold? 
In response, John speaks in phrases 
and words which come at us like 
bullets from a gun.  Frankly, without 
taking the time to read them 

carefully, they can wash over us…like 
some of my more theological 
sermons!  We need to take time to 
fully absorb the importance of what 
John is saying. 
 Lectio Divina gives us a simple, 
practical tool for doing just that.  
Divine Reading has been a practice 
of the church since at least the time 
of St Benedict (in the 6th Century).  It 
fell out of fashion in some quarters, 
but in the 20th and 21st Century it has 
been somewhat revived as a useful, 
spiritual tool.  The Second Vatican 
Council recommended its revival.  
Pope Benedict re-affirmed the idea 
at the start of the 21st Century.  And 
it’s a technique taught by Spiritual 
Directors and Guides all over the 
world. 
 Put simply, Lectio Divina – 
Divine Reading – is a three stage 
process: 

1)    reading/listening 
2)    meditation 
3)    prayer and contemplation. 
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Let’s just unpack those a bit: 
 

First, choose a text to focus on. 
For example the chosen text can be 
from Eucharistic liturgy, daily prayers 
or affirmations, or from the Gospel; 
there are no specific requirements 
regarding the texts used during this 
practice: nor are there requirements 
on reading a certain amount each 
time you practice the Lectio Divina.  
It could be a long passage, or just a 
few words. 
 

Next, embrace silence. 
Focus on your breathing, or repeat a 
prayer silently, as you relax and 
allow yourself to let go of noise and 
distractions. Once you are silent and 
focused, you can start to intently 
read the text you chose. 
 

Read the text 
Take your time, read very slowly, in 
order to take in each individual word 
and its sound. While reading, be sure 
that you are also listening, as you 
wander calmly through the words 
about and of God. When you arrive 
to a word or phrase that you feel 
grabs your attention, stop, and 
repeat it, memorizing it, absorbing it.  
If the text contains a story, take time 
to imagine yourself as one of the 
characters in the story.  What would 
they have felt?  What might God 
have been saying to them? 
  

If you find a phrase or a word that 
you don’t understand, make a note 
of it, or underline it for later study.  
You could look it up, later, on the 
internet.  Or you could ask me, or 
another priest, for an explanation of 
what is being said. 
 You may find your thoughts 
wandering into memories, or current 
worries and distractions.  This is part 
of the process. This is you offering 
your thoughts, concerns, and mind 
to God and this, in turn, is God 
speaking and listening to you. 
 

This should lead you to the next 
phase, of conversing with God (i.e. 

Prayer & Contemplation). 
 You can “speak” with your 
thoughts, ideas, your inner voice, or 
out loud. Or you could draw or paint 
your thoughts.  You should feel calm 
and relaxed: this is you interacting 
with God, who is happy to visit with 
you. Then you can remain in 
contemplative silence, in God’s 
company, and return to the text 
when you feel it’s right. 
 Remember that the goal is not 
to complete a certain amount of text 
or reading, but to connect with God 
by reading his words. 
 
Let’s try this technique with just half 
of one of the verses from today’s 
Gospel: “He whom God has sent 
speaks the words of God….”  (John 
3.34) 
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We’ve selected our text.  Now, be 
still.  Let silence encompass you. 
Ready?  Now read the text, slowly, 
thoughtfully, questioningly… 
 
“He who God has sent…”  Who is 
that referring to?  Well it’s John 
speaking.  And we know he was being 
asked questions about Jesus.  So this 
must refer to Jesus – that’s the ‘He’.  
But what happened to him…’He who 
God has sent…’  So Jesus was sent by 
God.  His being among us wasn’t an 
accident of fate or history.  His arrival 
among us was a deliberate act of a 
loving Father-God.    But what’s next?  
What did he do? 
 
“He….speaks the words of God”.  So 
Jesus speaks the words of God.  Does 
that mean that his words have 
special power, special authority?   
 Are Jesus’ words different from 
the other words we read in the Bible? 
 Perhaps the other words we 
read are inspired by God…like a 
mountain inspires a painter.  But not 
the actual words of God.  Those are 
Jesus’ words alone.  So what does 
that mean?   

 Does it mean that we should 
pay more attention to Jesus’ words?  
Is that why some Bibles print Jesus’ 
words in red ink?  Is that why the 
book of the Gospels is paraded 
before reading, rather than just read 
from the Bible like other readings? 
 
I could go on…but I hope you get the 
idea.  Out of just 10 words, a whole 
parade of questions, insights, and 
contemplation can flow.  And having 
done that task, Lectio Divina invites 
us to converse with God….so let us 
pray: 
 
Father, thank you for sending Jesus 
to us.  Thank you for choosing to 
send him, out of your love for us.  
Thank you for speaking to us, so 
clearly, so beautifully, so powerfully 
through the words he spoke while 
he was among us.  Thank you for 
his wisdom.  Thank you for his 
stories, and his insight.  Thank for 
the Love he conveyed.  Help me, 
Father, to listen more keenly to 
Jesus words, every day.  Help me to 
respond to them with joy, and with 
purpose.   Amen.  
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For those of us who have been ‘doing church’ for many years, the 
Annual Parochial Meeting feels like one of those institutions we just 
have to go through every year.  But did you know, it wasn’t always 
thus?  In fact, this year marks only 100 years since the creation of 
Parochial Church Councils.   
 Prior to that date, all decisions about the life of the parish were 
made by ‘The Vestry Meeting’ - a committee of the ‘great and the 
good’ who were (often) a self-perpetuating group, with very little 
democratic accountability.  Prior to  1894, the Vestry Meeting carried 
out most the functions which are today exercised by the Borough 
Council.  Prior to 1834, Vestry Committees were also responsible for 
the Poor Law (early social services), and between them, Vestry 
Meetings administered something like one fifth of the budget of the 
British Government.  Ah!  Those were the days!  (You can read more 
about this fascinating history at this link:  https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Vestry )        Continued... 

Annual Meeting - some basic facts 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestry
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 Nowadays, the Parochial Church Council is mainly responsible 
only for the affairs of the Parish Church and its mission.  And it is 
democratically accountable not just to the Charity Commission and 
the Diocese, but also to YOU, the membership of the Electoral Roll of 
the Parish.  Churchwardens (who are members of the PCC) have a 
further democratic responsibility to the wider electorate - as they are 
elected by any registered voter (on the municipal Electoral Register). 
 The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is, therefore, an 
important moment in the Parish’s life.  It is a significant opportunity 
for members of the Parish to elect their own representatives, who 
then take on the legal responsibility of running the parish properly, 
faithfully and accountably.  It’s also a chance for the membership as a 
whole to be informed about the directions in which the PCC is moving 
(in terms of our mission) and to ask pertinent questions of the 
Council’s members.  It’s therefore a chance to influence, shape and 
contribute to our shared future as the people of God in Havant. 
 SO do join us, if you possibly can, on Sunday from around 
10.45am.  ‘In person’ is best, if you are able (in order to vote or ask 
‘live’ questions) but you will also be able to watch the proceeding on 
our Facebook page and on the front page of the parish website 
(www.stfaith..com).   If you plan to join us remotely, and have a 
specific question to ask, then please email rector@stfaith.com by 
Saturday evening, for your question to be asked publicly. 

Parish chests like this 

used to contain 

important records of 

‘The Vestry’ meeting 
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From our friend Rev’d Bill Stillwell of the Methodist Church 
 

During Lent around twenty of us from churches right across the Havant area 
gathered on Zoom to explore our Christian approach to the Climate 

Emergency by using a Lent Course 'Caring for Creation'. 
 

A number of us are eager to continue exploring our Faith together in this 
way, so we're fixing further sessions, as follows. Anybody and everybody 

will be very welcome to join us! 

 

THE YORK COURSE - 
'Superstar' 

 
More details can be found at 

www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/

superstar/  from where booklets, etc 

can be ordered. 
 

THE SESSIONS 

Who is Jesus? 

Miracles 

The Psalms 

The Church 

Cross Purposes 

 

THE DATES 

Mondays: May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st 7.30pm 

Not everyone will be able to come to every session: just come as you can! 

 

Nearer the time I'll be sending out a Zoom invitation to anyone who 
expresses an interest. If you'd like to join us, please let me know by 

emailing me at revbill@virginmedia.com 

 

Hope to see you then! 

Superstar! 

file:///C:/Users/tomke/Documents/Audacity
file:///C:/Users/tomke/Documents/Audacity
mailto:revbill@virginmedia.com
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Sermon preached by Bishop John 
Hind on Sunday 18 April - 
Based on Luke 24.36b-48  

 
“They thought they were seeing a 
ghost.” 
 
Among the most agonising 
experiences of lockdown has been 
our inability to meet together   -   
and not least that of residents of 
care homes and their families, only 
able to see each other and 
communicate, if at all, through a 
window or screen.  So how poignant 
their opportunities to see, meet and 
even touch each other again.  If we 
ever had any doubts about the 
importance of real personal and 
physical contact, this has been the 
incontrovertible evidence.   We are 
made to be together. 
 How wonderfully this is 
illustrated by the Easter 
appearances of Jesus. 
 First thing in the morning of 
the first Easter Day, some of Jesus’ 
female disciples had gone to his 
tomb.  They found it empty but 
were told by angels that he had 
risen from the dead.  They told the 
apostles who didn’t believe them.  
Later that same day, another two of 
the disciples were walking to a 
nearby village, Emmaus, and met a 

stranger on the way.  They discussed 
what had happened over the past 
few days, including the empty tomb 
and the unbelievable story that 
Jesus had risen.  The stranger then 
told them they were foolish not to 
believe what they had been told and 
went on to explain the Old 
Testament passages that had looked 
forward to this moment.  Finally, he 
blessed bread and shared it with 
them.  It was only then they realised 
their new friend was in fact their old 
friend, Jesus.  They promptly rushed 
back to Jerusalem which is where 
this morning’s Gospel takes up the 
story. 
 One of the important lessons 
of Easter is therefore why meeting 
for public worship is so important..  
We don’t have to criticize those who 
prudently decided to shut our 
churches during the pandemic -    
except, that is, those who suggested 
that somehow zoomed, 
livestreamed or video’ed worship is 
the same as the real thing.  But we 
may however paraphrase the 
famous John 3.16 “God so loved the 
world that he didn’t send an 
internet link.”   
 That’s not the whole story of 
course.  Many people of course have 
benefitted greatly from the 
possibilities of online worship, both 

Called to be Different  
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to enable some semblance of parish 
life to continue, and also to invite 
many who never darken the doors 
of a church to take part, some of 
whom may have been brought to 
faith for the first time.  It has 
certainly helped me enormously 
over the past year. I have been able 
to begin every day with live online 
worship with brothers and sisters. 
During this period I have also been 
very grateful for the ability to 
maintain contact my children and 
grandchildren, albeit courtesy of a 
screen.  But how much better have 
been the chances to meet them 
face to face in recent weeks.  We 
human beings have been made for 
physical intimacy, not electronic 
intimacy. 
 So now, thank God, we are 
beginning to get back to normal, 
that is to say what we were made 
for, rather than the second best we 
have had to settle for. 
 So back to this morning’s 
gospel.   The first thing to stress is 
that the risen Jesus is the risen 
Jesus  -  i.e. he is the same Jesus.   
But he is also obviously different, so 
different that even his closest 
friends failed to recognise him.  The 
second thing, just as important, is 
how physical and real the 
resurrection appearances of Jesus 
to his disciples were.   
 So let’s try to tease these 
conundrums apart a little.   

 Easter is about new life.   It’s a 
happy coincidence for us in the 
northern hemisphere that Easter 
coincides with spring, when new life 
emerges from the death of winter. 
Who could imagine that lovely 
flourishing and life giving plants 
could come from shrivelled and 
wrinkled seeds?  If that happens in 
the natural world, it’s perhaps not 
so surprising that the risen Jesus 
wasn’t immediately recognisable.  
Now think about this:  Easter isn’t 
just a miracle that happened to 
Jesus.  It’s a promise of new life for 
each one of us as well. It’s not just a 
promise about what happens when 
we die; it’s also and more 
immediately about the possibilities 
of new life every day.   
 This is the point:  when we are 
confronted with difficult or painful 
situations it is quite easy to want 
things to go back to the way they 
were before.  We ask God to take 
the pain away.  The disciples 
wanted their friend Jesus back with 
them, the way he was before.  But 
God does not answer their prayer in 
the way they wanted.  Instead he 
gave them something much better.  
We too must be prepared for God’s 
promise of new life in us to take a 
very different form from what we 
expected.  Be prepared to be 
surprised, and ask God to open your 
minds to the signs of new life that 
may not be immediately obvious. 
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Our new life, like that of Jesus, is 
both the same and different. 
 It’s also important, however, 
to notice how physical the 
resurrection of Jesus was.   They 
thought they were seeing a ghost!  
But ghosts don’t eat and drink; 
they don’t have bones and flesh; 
they don’t carry the marks and 
scars of all they have suffered in 
their earthly lives.  Jesus was at 
great pains to reassure them that 
however different he seemed, he 
was still the same Jesus.  So what 
about us?   God’s promise of new 
life doesn’t by-pass our physical 
lives -   it’s not an airy-fairy dream 
world in which we can pretend that 
bad things haven’t happened.  God 
promises to bring us out of our 
tombs into a glorious Easter in 
which our lives are transformed.  
God wants us all to be saints, living 
witnesses to holiness every day and 
in every way.  
 Some years ago, Pope Francis 
wrote an exhortation with the 
lovely title “Gaudete et exultate”, 
“Rejoice and be glad.”  It was a 
characteristically hopeful message. 
In it he encouraged everyone to 
hear and respond to God’s call to 
holiness. He stresses that this call is 
for everyone and in all 
circumstances: in our individual, 
personal, private lives and also in 
our public, social, economic and 

political activities. This was also 
one of the central teachings of John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism.  
Although being holy obviously 
involves behaving well, it doesn’t in 
the Bible primarily mean being 
morally perfect.  Rather, it means 
being different, different like God is 
different.  Whenever you feel 
yourself tempted to “go with the 
flow” try to be brave enough to 
challenge what everyone around 
you takes for granted.  Don’t be 
contrarian for its own sake, but do 
be just a little suspicious when you 
find your faith too closely aligned 
with what everyone else seems to 
assume to be obvious. 
 As Christians, we should be 
different in the world.  We should 
be a cause of surprise to others  -  
and perhaps ourselves too  -  as we 
discover possibilities we haven’t 
dreamt of.    We should also live 
out these new possibilities in 
everyday and practical ways.  Saints  
-  which simply means “holy 
people” are those who make a real 
and not a virtual difference in this 
world as well as enjoying fullness of 
life in the next, when we hope, as 
St Paul puts it to see no longer 
through a glass darkly, but face to 
face. 
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This Sundays Gospel reading is about Christ being the good shepherd (sorry Tom if 
that's a spoiler) and the set psalm is number 23. The anthem for Sunday would 
have been a setting of psalm 23 to Brother James’ Air.  

The original version of Brother James’ Air was by the Scottish hymn writer, 
religious minister and author James Leith Macbeth Bain (1860 – 1925) who 
became known to his peers as Brother James. He is remembered for his religious 
publications, as well as the hymn tune named after him!  

The arrangement that we would have sung is by the British 
composer Alan Bullard (b.1947). Alan studied Music at the 
Royal College of Music and Nottingham University, before 
teaching music in several schools and the London College of 
Music. In 1975, Alan took up a permanent teaching post at 
Colchester Institute, where he remained for 30 years. Since 
leaving his teaching post, Alan appears to have been (and is 
still) super busy composing and arranging; writing teaching 

materials for pianists and choirs of all ages and abilities. He is the editor of the 
Oxford Book of Flexible Anthems which St. Faith’s choir have in their library.  

My claim to fame is that I have the very good fortune to know Alan personally and 
was taught by him when I studied at Colchester Institute. In fact, I timed it just 
right as he retired in my final year (2005)!  

Here is a “lockdown” performance of the anthem sung by members of Ferryhill 
Parish Church in Aberdeen: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CM3KF0zHwOY (I 
have to say that this version is a bit fast for my taste, but the only one of this 
arrangement available on YouTube!) 

For more versions of Psalm 23, you might recognise this version by the Christian 
worship leader and writer of contemporary worship music, Stuart Townend 
(b.1963) …  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM1fcD2OyS8  

… and another anthem version from the pen of John Rutter (b.1945). This version 
was published in 1978 and later included it in his Requiem setting, which was 
completed in 1985:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8f_0NgsWzfA  

Author’s note: I'm generally a fan of Rutter, although he has composed some bad 
pieces... but then, hasn't everyone?! 

Musical Matters 
Submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CM3KF0zHwOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM1fcD2OyS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8f_0NgsWzfA
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This week’s Organist 
 

While Graham takes a well-deserved Sunday off, our organist on 
Sunday will be Peter Gould.  Peter was born in Portsmouth in 1952 
and studied piano and cello before going to the Royal Academy of 
Music in London, where, after only ten lessons, he passed his 
A.R.C.O. and changed to organ.   In 1976 he became Assistant 
Organist at Wakefield Cathedral and in 1983 he took up the post of 
Master of the Music in Derby Cathedral.  In 2009 Derby University 
awarded Peter an honorary degree in recognition of his twenty-five 
years as Cathedral organist. In May 2014 he was made a Fellow of 
the Society of Church Musicians.   
 Peter retired from his post as Master of the Music in Derby 
Cathedral in January 2015 after 32 years there, with a total of 40 
years ministry in English cathedrals.   
 He has given organ recitals in Belgium, Germany, New Zealand 
and many English cathedrals and major churches including 
Westminster Cathedral, Westminster Abbey and King’s College, 
Cambridge, Coventry and St Pauls’ Cathedrals. 
 Before this week’s service, Peter will play a few ’soft 
voluntaries’ by Leon Boellmann.  The final voluntary will be 
Overture (from Saul) by G F Handel. 



 

22 

Hymns & Readings - Sunday 25 April   

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar - Rector  

 Hymn (337) 
Words: Francis Rawley (1854-1952) 

Tune: Hafrydol: Rowland Pritchard (1811-1887) arr. Vaughan Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect 
  Almighty God,  
 whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:  
 raise us, who trust in him,  
 from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,  
 that we may seek those things which are above,  
 where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and for ever. Amen   

 
First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family.  When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they 
inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’  Then Peter, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned 
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how 

1. I will sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me; 
how he left the realms of glory 
for the cross on Calvary. 
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, 
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
 
2. I was lost, but Jesus found me, 
found the sheep that went astray, 
raised me up and gently led me, 
back into the narrow way.  
Days of darkness still may meet me, 
Sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
But his presence still is with me 
By his guiding hand I’m led. 

 
 
 
 
3. He will keep me till the river 
rolls its waters at my feet; 
then He'll bear me safely over, 
made by grace for glory meet. 
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, 
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
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this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This 
Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;    it has become the 
cornerstone.” 
 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved. 

 
Gospel reading: John 10:1-10  

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure 
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come 
in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  

 
Offertory Hymn (297) 

Words: John Newton (1725-1807) 
Tune : Alexander Reinagle (1799-1877) 

1. How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer's ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 
2. It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
'tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary, rest. 
 
3. Dear Name, the rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treas’ry, filled  
with boundless stores of grace! 
 

4. Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
my Prophet, Priest and King, 
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 
5. Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I'll praise thee as I ought. 
 
6. Till then I would thy love proclaim 
with ev’ry fleeting breath; 
and may the music of thy Name 
refresh my soul in death!  
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Hymn during the distribution (156) 
Words: Thomas Pollock 1836-1896) 

Tune: Pastor Pastorum: Friedrich Silcher (1789-1860) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

  Merciful Father, 
  you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
  and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 
  keep us always under his protection, 
  and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Final Hymn 252 

Words: William Williams (1717-1791) 
Tune: Cwn Rhondda: John Hughes (1873-1932) 

1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim though this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

hold me with thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 
feed me now and evermore. 

 
 

1. Faithful Shepherd, feed me 
in the pastures green; 
Faithful Shepherd, lead me 
where thy steps are seen. 
 
2. Hold me fast, and guide me 
in the narrow way; 
so, with thee beside me, 
I shall never stray. 
 
3. Daily bring me nearer 
to the heav’nly shore; 
may my faith grow clearer, 
may I love thee more. 

 
4. Hallow ev’ry pleasure, 
ev’ry gift and pain; 
be thyself my treasure, 
though none else I gain. 
 
5. Day by day prepare me 
as thou seest best, 
then let angels bear me 
to thy promised rest.  
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2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through; 

strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
be thou still my Strength and Shield, 
be thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death and hell’s destruction 

land me safe on Canaan's side; 
songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee 
I will ever give to thee.  

Do stay with us,  

after Sunday morning’s service,  

for our Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 25 April 

1st Evening Prayer of Mark the Evangelist 

Hymn 550 
Words: Peter Abelard (1079-1142) trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune: O Quanta Qualia:  La Feilée, ‘Méthode’ (1808) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. O what their joy and their glory must be, 
those endless sabbaths the blessèd ones see; 
crown for the valiant, to weary ones rest; 
God shall be all, and in all ever blest. 
 
2. What are the Monarch, his court, and his throne? 
What are the peace and the joy that they own? 
O that the blest ones, who in it have share, 
all that they feel could as fully declare. 
 
3. Truly Jerusalem name we that shore, 
‘Vision of peace’, that brings joy evermore. 
Wish and fulfilment can severed be ne’er, 
nor the thing prayed for come short of the prayer. 
 
4. There, where no troubles distraction can bring, 
we the sweet anthems of Sion shall sing, 
while for thy grace, Lord, their voices of praise 
thy blessèd people eternally raise. 
 
5. There dawns no sabbath, no sabbath is o’er, 
those sabbath keepers have one evermore; 
one and unending is that triumph-song 
which to the angels and us shall belong. 
 
6. Now in the meanwhile, with hearts raised on high, 
we for that country must yearn and must sigh; 
seeking Jerusalem, dear native land, 
through our long exile on Babylon’s strand. 
 
7. Low before him with our praises we fall, 
of whom, and in whom, and through whom are all: 
of whom, the Father; and in whom, the Son; 
through whom, the Spirit, with them ever One. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Psalm 19 
The heavens are telling the glory of God  

   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
  One day pours out its song to another  

   and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 
 They have neither speech nor language  

   and their voices are not heard, 
  Yet their sound has gone out into all lands 
   and their words to the ends of the world. 
 In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

   that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
      and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 

  It goes forth from the end of the heavens 
      and runs to the very end again, 

   and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  

   the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart; 

   the commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; 

   the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 

      more than much fine gold, 
   sweeter also than honey,dripping from the honeycomb. 

 By them also is your servant taught  
   and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 Who can tell how often they offend?  
   O cleanse me from my secret faults! 

 Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins 
      lest they get dominion over me;  

   so shall I be undefiled, and innocent of great offence. 
 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

      be acceptable in your sight,  
   O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  

 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to 
Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they 
sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  
 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy 
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arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God.  

  
Mark 1:1-15 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 
the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’, John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in 
the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

Hymn 232 
Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos: Traditional Welsh Melody arr. Colin Hand 

 
 

1. God that madest earth and heaven, 
darkness and light; 
who the day for toil hast given, 
for rest the night; 
may thine angel guards defend us, 
slumber sweet thy mercy send us, 
holy dreams and hopes attend us, 
this live-long night. 

2. Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 
and, when we die, 
may we in thy mighty keeping 
all peaceful lie: 
when the last dread call shall wake us, 
do not thou our God forsake us, 
but to reign in glory take us 
with thee on high. 


