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    The Corona Chronicle  
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 

29 April 2021 (Vol 54) 
 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

 The Pallant Centre… 

Back in the Saddle! 

The floor is 
polished 

(thanks to 
John and 
Paul), the 

flowers are 
springing 
(thanks to 
Martin), 

artists are 
painting (at St 

Faith’s Art 
Group), 

children are 
playing (at 

‘Boogie 
Mites’) and 
the Charity 

Shop is open!  

Come and see us 

soon! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

 

The Diocese  
For the Bishop as he 

plans for retirement. The 
Diocesan Team as they 

imagine the future. 
Our Parish & 
Community 

Pray for groups in our 
community including 

Schools and health-care 
facilities, shops and 

factories, council staff  
Those in Urgent Need 

Marlene Sharpe 
David Boynton 
David Walker 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Patrick Hounsham 
The Recently Departed 

Michael Osgood 
Rita Rogers 

Margaret Ward 
Patrick Seymour 

 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

1st May Patricia Watson 
2nd Nancy Tuncliffe 
Phyllis Walkington 

3rd Jack Blitz 
5th Dorothy Martin 

Elsie Yalden 

SUNDAY 
0930: Parish Communion (this week, led by Canon 

Tom). Please book via     
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or watch online: 
click here  to participate via Facebook) or 
www.stfaith.com (to only watch 
anonymously) 

1800:  Evening Prayer (via Zoom only-  click here) 

MONDAY 
1500: Tea & Chat (via Zoom -  click here)  

TUESDAY 
1100 to 1400 - Open Church (for private prayer) 

THURSDAY 
1030: Traditional Said Communion.  Attend in 

person or watch online (using the same links 
as Sunday, above)  

FRIDAY 
1000 to 1200 - Open Church (for private prayer) 

___________________________________ 
 

SERVICE SHEETS 
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and 

evening are printed at the rear of this edition of the 
Chronicle.  Standard service sheets are available in 

church, or can be downloaded from here  

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the 
fact via the Videos section of our Facebook page.  

Just click here to view. 

Our New Pattern 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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As restrictions begin to lift we are now open for private prayer on Tuesdays 
from 11-2 and Fridays from 10-12, a chance to come and sit quietly in our 
beautiful church, to reflect, to pray, to light a candle. 
Also for services: 
Thursday at 10.30am Traditional said Communion using the Book of 
Common Prayer and Sunday 9.30am for Parish Communion is in modern 
language.  Both services are now open to the public but still livestreamed. 
If you would like to attend on Sundays please book: 
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or 02392 455161  (It is not necessary for the 
Thursday service.) 
 
Evensong remains on Zoom. This coming Sunday will be our 50th Evensong 
via Zoom! 

 
We are approaching Pentecost or some call it 
Whitsun on Sunday 23rd May.  The day that 
commemorates the Holy Spirit coming upon the 
apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ in 
Jerusalem – the birthday of the church. 
 To celebrate this special birthday of the 
church we would like to offer tea/coffee and 

cake to the community.  Our hope is to have tables and chairs around 
outside of the church, and to give away the tea and cake, a gift from us as 
church to the community on Saturday 22nd May. 
 One thing we have learnt in these last months is what a sociable 
people we all are how we enjoy seeing our friends and catching up with 
them and what better place than in the church grounds. We shall hope for 
good weather and for volunteer bakers!  If you are able to help do let me 
know.  Sandra Haggan   sandrahaggan54@gmail.com  02392 455161 

We are open... 
submitted Sandra Haggan 

Happy Birthday... 
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan 

mailto:sandrahaggan54@gmail.com
mailto:sandrahaggan54@gmail.com
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Prayer Partner letter, April 2021 
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The Visitation is the visit of Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who was pregnant with Jesus, to St. Elizabeth, 
who was pregnant with John the Baptist, as 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke, Luke 1:39–56. 

It is also the name of a Christian feast 
day commemorating this visit, celebrated on 31 
May in Western Christianity. 

The episode is one of the standard scenes 
shown in cycles of the Life of the Virgin in art, and 
sometimes in larger cycles of the Life of Christ in 
art. 

Mary visits her relative Elizabeth; they are 
both pregnant: Mary with Jesus, and Elizabeth 
with John the Baptist. Mary 
left Nazareth immediately after the Annunciation and went "into the hill 
country ... into a city of Judah" (Luke 1:39) to attend to her cousin (Luke 1:36) 
Elizabeth. There are several possibilities as to exactly which city this was, 
including Hebron, south of Jerusalem, and Ein Karem. The journey from 
Nazareth to Hebron is about 130 kilometres (81 miles) in a direct line, probably 
up to half as far again by road, depending on the route taken.  

Elizabeth was in the sixth month before Mary came (Luke 1:36). Mary 
stayed three months, and most scholars hold she stayed for the birth of John. 
Given the prevailing cultural traditions and needs for security, it is probable 
that Joseph accompanied Mary to Judah then returned to Nazareth, and came 
again after three months to take his wife home. The apparition of the angel, 
mentioned in Matthew 1:19–25, may have taken place then to end the 
tormenting doubts of Joseph regarding Mary's maternity.  

And she [Elizabeth] spoke out with a loud voice, and said, "Blessed [art] 
thou among women, and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence [is] 
this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as 
the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb 
for joy. And blessed [is] she that believed: for there shall be a performance of 
those things which were told her from the Lord." (Luke 1:42–45) 

In response to Elizabeth, Mary proclaims the Magnificat (My soul doth 
magnify the Lord) Luke 1:46–55. 

"Visitation" with donor portrait, 
from Altarpiece of the Virgin (St 

Vaast Altarpiece) by Jacques 
Daret, c. 1435 (Staatliche 

Museen, Berlin) 
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Yew Trees. The oldest yew tree in Britain is found in 
Perthshire and it is thought to be 5,000 years old.  
The large Yew Tree in St Faith’s Churchyard is only a 
baby compared to that, being estimated at between 
500 and 600 years old.  The Ancient Yew Group (a 
voluntary organization which advises and safeguards 

the ancient yew) has described the St Faith’s tree as ’a fine veteran yew with full 
crown and fluted trunk which tapers to the base’. 

The yew is now a rare species throughout the world but Britain has more 
ancient yews than anywhere else on the planet.  They are the most long lived of our 
native trees.  They are evergreen and grouped with conifers but do not have 
recognizable woody cones.  Their wood is highly durable, much more that other 
conifers.  The leaves and seeds are highly toxic but birds such as thrushes enjoy eating 
the berries’ soft pith.  When a yew stem starts to become hollow, the living tissues of 
the surrounding bark can produce new roots which become ‘internal roots’ by 
growing down into the hollow.  This survival strategy enables the tree to extract 
mineral nutrients which are being released by decay after centuries of being locked up 
in the central wood of the stem. After growing down to the base of the tree, the 
internal roots continue to thicken and to unite, in effect building new stems into the 
‘shell’ of the original stem.  Yews are also adept at layering, rooting from branches 
that touch the ground.  Hypothetically, an old tree can decline over millennia as the 
new tree grows to replace it in a slightly new location.  Sometimes this is described as 
a ‘walking tree’.  There are a number of possible reasons why yew trees can be found 
in church yards. Yew branches were placed in the graves of plague victims as they 
were seen as a protection and a purification of the dead.   

A more practical reason was that as the tree is so poisonous, commoners in the 
town or village would not wish to graze their cattle in the tree’s vicinity thus keeping 
the churchyard free from animals.  A yew was seen as a symbol of immortality but 
others saw it as an omen of doom. On Palm Sunday it was once customary to carry 
yew branches in the procession. The tree was also known as ‘the coffin of the vine’ as 
wine barrels were made of yew staves. A threat to the tree can be caused by the 
disturbance of the ground around it.  In the case of St Faith’s there is now no grave 
digging. This can cause great damage to the roots.  A root protection area should 
always be observed and a circle of 15m (50ft) radius is recommended when a pathway 
is under consideration.  Yew trees are of special significance both historically and 
spiritually and the tree in St Faith’s Churchyard stands out in the Town Centre as a 
very real landmark.  (And despite his public notice on April Fools Day, the Rector 
promises not to cut ours down! Ed.) 
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SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO’ 
 
We have booked the GEORGIA RAMBLERS JAZZ BAND 
to play for a SUMMER PARTY to celebrate release from 
Lockdown Rules 
 
SATURDAY 3rd July at TIDELANDS, Mill Lane, from 7 pm 
 
PLEASE : reserve the date, pray for fine weather, and 
watch out for details of when and where to get your 
tickets. 
 

MEANWHILE 
 

We are planning a TABLE TOP SALE  
 
On BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY, 31st May, 11-1.00, at vari-
ous locations in and around the High Street. 
 
A chance to get rid of all those pre-loved items that 
have been mounting up during this long period when 
the charity shops have been closed, so please hang on 
to them! 
 
PROCEEDS TO CHARITY. 
 
If you can offer a stall-space, or would like to have a 
stall, please contact Cecily (023 92455090), Carolyn 
(07745 060859 or Polly (023 9247 1900). 
 

AND 
There will be a BEACH CLEAN on Sunday 16th May, 
10.00-12.00 
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Reviewing our Year 
By Canon Tom 

(as presented at last week’s Annual Meeting) 
 
It seems like only six months ago that Colin and Clive launched our new Mission 
Plan.  Oh, wait a minute, it was only six months ago!  At the time, all seemed to 
be heading in the right directions, so far as the Pandemic was concerned.  We 
were back in church, and able to start planning for the future.  Little did we know 
that another National Lockdown was coming, and that we would all have to 
retreat behind our doors once more! 
 But, even during a second national lockdown, I’m pleased to be able to 
report that your PCC and the parish staff team have been anything but idle.  
Despite only six months having elapsed 
since our last ‘Annual Meeting’, there have 
been some really substantial successes. It’s 
my privilege to report those to you now. 
 You may recall – because it was only 
six months ago! – that our Mission Plan is grouped around the Diocesan Themes 
of ‘Live Pray Serve’. For us, in summary, this means that we seek to Live as 
people who are formed by Jesus, and we seek to invite others to become his 
disciples. It means that we seek to Pray on our own and together in community, 
deepening our spiritual lives. And then last, but not least – we are called to love 
and Serve everyone we can in this parish, and beyond. Together, the objectives 
of Live Pray Serve are that we should aim to grow in Depth, Impact and Number. 
 In following those principles, we have agreed 52 specific actions which we 
want to achieve over five years…which essentially means getting 10 new and 
achievable things done per year!  All those tasks are divided up among our Parish 
Mission Teams, which currently look like this: 
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I’d like to take you on a whistle-stop tour of the progress that has been made by 
each of these teams.  It’s going to be quick, because we have not let the 
Pandemic slow down our progress more than absolutely necessary, so there are 
a lot of headlines to report.  So hang on to your seats!  But what I hope the next 
few minutes might do is encourage you and enthuse you to get involved with 
one of these teams!  Here we go… 

The Mission Team is tasked, 
essentially, with deepening 
our spiritual lives and 
connections with each 
other and God.  Here are 
the main things we’ve been 
doing over the past year:  
we have been primarily 
focusing on deepening our 
worship and sense of 

mission, despite the lockdown.  In the past year we’ve led something close to 
200 acts of worship, either on Facebook or Zoom, including through our fabulous 
new studio system, which a number of you made possible with very generous 
donations. 
 We’ve also made the church available to as many people as Covid would 
safely permit, as a place for personal prayer and spiritual renewal.  And we’ve 
used the Corona Chronicle as a medium of communication, as well as a source of 
regular spiritual insight and challenge.  The publication of two books in the last 
year has been another way of encouraging growth in depth. 
 
Our fabulous Churchyard 
Team, led by Colin Hedley 
and Mike Fluck have 
continued caring for 
churchyard. Did you know 
that there are over 80 
species of native British 
flora and fauna around this 
church, and that the 
churchyard is registered as 
a Site of Interest for Nature Conservation? 
 Looking to the future, they’ve starting finalising the plans, specifications 
and costs for increasing access to the churchyard for everyone – including the 
provision of ramps, paths and benches. 
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Colin Carter, Hilary 
Deadman, with Geoff and 
Marion Porter have 
continued to provide high 
quality Communications 
support to the parish.  Their 
Monthly Information sheet 
has continued to be a great 
source of interesting stuff 
about the parish, or specific points of interest, or interviews with key personnel. 
And it has now been welded into the weekly Corona Chronicle.  I’m very grateful 
for Colin for his continued dedication to keeping our website up to date and 
relevant – as well as his diligent, week-by-week promotion of our service via 
social media. 
 
Our Development Team is led by Will Coulston – who has done an amazing job, 
on limited hours, of keeping us on the straight and narrow with regard to Covid 
regulations, as well as all the essential on-going building management issues – 
everything from electrical and gas safety to rodent control, and practical support 
to our tenants in parish properties. 
 Will and his team 
of paid and volunteer 
craftsmen have also 
completed a number of 
significant pieces of work, 
all around the parish – 
most visibly, the 
restoration of our Rose 
Window, and the levelling 
on the West End Tomb.  
My personal support to the Team has been in terms of fundraising – assisted by 
Shelley - so that we can push forward with future projects as soon as the funds 
are in place. 
 Will is also a member of the Pallant Development Team, chaired by Colin 
Hedley, which is a group of people who want to foster long-term change and 
development of the Pallant Centre. 
 This year, they’ve been focussed on finding ways of visually connecting the 
Pallant Centre to the Church, upgrading the hall’s electrics, and commissioning a 
new gift aid system for the shop. They’ve also been supporting our newest users 
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groups in the Pallant Centre 
itself, especially the mental 
health charity, ‘Mind’. 
 Looking to the future, 
they’ve also been moving 
steadily forward with plans 
for extending the Centre into 
the rear courtyard, hopefully 
with the development of a 
classroom in partnership 
with Dynamo.   They will also be giving some time to thinking about establishing 
a Pallant Centre Trust. 
 
Next comes our fabulous Pastoral Team, led by Sandra and Julia.  They have been 
doing a brilliant job, in very difficult circumstances, to keep people connected 
and supported throughout the Pandemic.  Personal deliveries of the Chronicle 
have been especially appreciated by homes all over the parish and beyond, as 
well as the regular telephone calls to some of our more lonely or house-bound 
members.  Tea and Chat wit Sandra, on Monday afternoons has become a fixed 
date in many people’s diaries – and the Mothering Sunday Teas initiative was a 
HUGE success! 
 Through the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, the Pastoral Team has also been 

able to continue supporting 
Homeless and vulnerable 
people in Havant, especially 
via financial gifts to Two 
Saints and the Beacon 
Foodbank, and specific 
support for a young couple 
who were formerly 
homeless, to set up a new 
life together. 

 Looking to the future, the Pastoral Team has exciting plans to work with 
our friends in St Alban’s parish offer pastoral support to Care Homes, as well as 
re-starting Thursdays at Two and other initiatives to combat loneliness. 
 
And still there’s more!  Our Young People & Families Team was somewhat 
stymied by the Pandemic.  It’s hard to get families and youngsters together at 
the moment!  But that hasn’t stopped them from being as creative as possible.  
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There have been two 
special editions of ‘Little 
Seeds’ – at Christmas and 
Easter, as well as posted-
out kits of things to do at 
home, and the occasional 
Zoom chat with lockdown 
parents and toddlers. 
 The Team has also 
been continuing our ‘Pray, Bake, Read’ scheme, by praying for the staff at 
Bosmere School, and delivering delicious home-made cakes at the start of terms, 
to encourage our teachers. 
 Looking to the future, the Team has been planning for the appointment of 
an ‘Engagement Worker’ – someone who will be able to maximise the use of our 
building as a place of education and learning about the history of Havant and St 
Faith’s, as well as information about Christianity – all linked to the National 
Curriculum.  Fundraising is now underway for this new post – and I’d really 
encourage you to think about whether you could support such an initiative. 
 
 Last, but by no means least, comes our Treasury Team, which has been led 
(up to today) by Shelley Saunders, ably assisted (when not on furlough) by our 
Finance Manager, Ani.  Between them, Shelley and Ani have kept a firm hand on 
the tiller – providing 
the Standing 
Committee with 
regular, sustained 
and high-quality 
information about 
our finances.  
Shelley has also 
been fundraising for 
our future projects 
through some grant-making trust applications, as well as revising our Financial 
Policy and Procedures, not least in the light of the new ways of working which 
the Pandemic has forced upon us. 
 Shelley is standing down as our Treasurer today, whilst her own 
professional life goes through a period of change.  So, let me just take this 
opportunity to thank Shelley for all the hard work, wisdom and leadership which 
she has offered both to the Parish, and to the wider Deanery, especially over the 
past year! 
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That’s a summary of all 
the work which has been 
going on under the direct 
influence of our Mission 
Plan.  But it doesn’t 
capture all the work 
which goes on day by day 
in this amazing parish, 
frankly.  It doesn’t, for 
example, include the 

ongoing work of our bell-ringers, or our flower artists.  It doesn’t describe the 
work of our Music Team, led by Graham Kidd, providing as much music as Covid 
will allow, including by the choir and through lunchtime concerts, not does it 
outline his plans for starting a junior choir in the coming months. 
 Let’s also not forget the work of our PA Team, who have now become our 
‘Studio Team’ – getting to grips with all the things that our new system can do. 
 I also want to pay tribute to Pauline’s work, in the our Parish Office – 
reliably and consistently providing hundreds of Corona Chronicles every week, 
writing minutes of our Standing Committee meetings, and fielding enquiries from 
the public about weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
 And, I suspect my wife won’t forgive me if I fail to mention the work of the 
Charity Shop team!  They have found themselves locked down more than open 
this year, but their energy and enthusiasm for ‘reusing, reducing and recycling’ 
has remained undimmed! 
 
SO – that’s what we’ve been up to in this last very strange year.  To some extent, 
it has felt a little bit like being a duck – serenely locked-down on the surface, but 
paddling away like billio under the water.   And of course, there remains still 
much to do… 

 
First of all, we have 
some ‘big ticket’ 
items on which we’d 
like to move forward.  
You all know about 
our plans for an 
accessible toilet, and 
for replacing our 
uncomfortable pews 
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with practical, moveable and padded furniture.  I’ve also mentioned our plans for 
opening up the churchyard to the whole community, and for an Engagement 
worker to build the connections between the younger generation and St Faith’s. 
 All these projects need money, and they need your support.  I wonder 
whether you have considered how you could help?  I wonder, for example, 
whether some of us find that we have excess savings, this year, as a result of not 
taking those expensive foreign holidays or cruises which we all enjoy.  Perhaps 
those are funds which could be put to fantastic use, in the ongoing task we all 
share, of joining-in with God’s plans for Havant? 
 
In any case,  I encourage you, once 
again, to go to our website, click 
‘people, then ‘PCC’ and then ‘Mission 
Development Plans’.  Read our Mission 
Plan for yourself, and then pray about 
how you could get involved with what 
we believe God is calling us to do. 
 
Perhaps you have time to offer – to 
join the PCC or one of our Mission Teams. 
 
Or perhaps you have advice and expertise to offer. 
 
Perhaps you have money you could give? 
 
My request of you is simple – please Pray about it – and then take action!   Get 
involved, if you possibly can.  And join us on our frankly amazing adventure! 
 
 



 

16 

 

For England and St George? 
A sermon from Canon Tom on  

Thursday 22 April -  
 

The 23rd of 
April, is of 
course St 
George’s 
Day.  Given 
the patriotic 
sentiments 
which are 
naturally 
abroad in the 
nation at the 
present time, 
I thought it 
would be 

interesting to explore this 
theme.  Let’s start by asking what we 
know about St George himself.  The 
answer is ‘precious little’!  In fact, in 
the year 494, Pope Gelasius I stated 
that George was among those saints 
“whose names are justly reverenced 
among men, but whose actions are 
known only to God”.  
 Further research tells me that 
for every story or legend about St 
George, there are two or three others 
which tell a different story.  But here’s 
a reasonable summary of what we 
may know about him: 
 George was probably a Syrian, 
and a Roman soldier living in Palestine 
at the beginning of the fourth century. 
He was martyred at the town of Lod, 
south-east of Tel Aviv in about the 

year 304.  This was the time of the 
persecutions of Diocletian (the same 
persecutions which ended the life of St 
Faith of Aquitaine).  George became 
known throughout the East as ‘The 
Great Martyr’. There were churches in 
England dedicated to him before the 
Norman conquest, from as far back as 
704 in Dorset, for example. 
 The story of his slaying the 
dragon may be due to his being 
mistaken in religious paintings (icons) 
for St Michael, himself usually 
depicted wearing armour; or it may be 
a mistaken identification with 
Perseus’s slaying of the sea monster, a 
myth also associated with Lod. 
 George is, of course, not only 
England’s Patron Saint.  He is also the 
Patron of Ethiopia –  of which I love to 
remind white supremacists, when they 
try to appropriate George to their 
warped cause.  He is also the Patron 
Saint of Portugal, and of the 
Mediterranean Islands of Malta and 
Gozo. George is the Patron Saint of the 
Orthodox Church, whose depictions of 
him in icons are legendary.  The 
famous flag of St George – the red 
cross on a white background – was 
first conceived by the city-state of 
Genoa, in Italy. 
 It is for me, an encouraging idea 
that England has chosen, as its Patron 
saint, such a multi-cultural figure as St 
George.  The other major countries of 
the British Isles are rather more 
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parochial in their outlook.  Andrew was 
chosen for Scotland quite probably 
because Scotland was claimed to be the 
final resting place of that great Apostle.  
Patrick was a Briton, but he did a 
fantastic job of converting the Irish to 
Christianity.  David was a Welshman, 
indeed a Bishop of Wales.  But England?  
Well we used to have a Patron Saint 
who was a a native of Britain – namely 
Edward the Confessor, the last King of 
Wessex, who died in 1066.  St Thomas 
of Canterbury was another prime 
candidate for a while.  But they were all 
replaced by George, the warrior saint, 
who was venerated around the world, 
and a truly international symbol.  It was, 
in fact, only during the reign of Edward 
VI, in 1554, that George ascended fully 
to the status of England’s only and 
official Patron Saint. 
 Another irony of St George is the 
extent to which he is venerated by 
Muslims.  George features quite large in 
ancient Islamic texts, and he is still the 
subject of many prayers among Muslim 
people.  There’s a lovely story of when 
William Dalrymple visited the Shrine of 
St George in Beit Jala, in the West Bank, 
in 1995.  He asked the priest at the 
shrine "Do you get many Muslims 
coming here?" The priest replied, "We 
get hundreds! Almost as many as the 
Christian pilgrims. Often, when I come 
in here, I find Muslims all over the floor, 
in the aisles, up and down!”. 
 So, let’s review what we know.  
George was a Syrian, and Roman 
soldier, who died in Israel.  He is 

venerated by both Christians and 
Muslims, by the Orthodox Church, by an 
African nation, across the Middle East 
and by other major European powers.  
So when people wonder why I proudly 
fly the Cross of St George from the 
tower of this church building, I tell them 
this:  to appropriate George as some 
kind of narrow English nationalist is a 
remarkably ignorant thing to do.  It’s a 
laughable example of an own-goal!  
George represents one of the most 
multicultural saints that I can think of!  
He is loved and venerated across the 
world, from Russian to Africa, all across 
Europe and the Middle East, and 
(thanks to the Portuguese) across much 
of South America too.  He is a symbol of 
universal brotherhood, and the battle 
against the dragons of our weaker 
human natures which seek to corral us 
into tribes, locked in hatred and 
mistrust against each other. 
 And let's remember something 
important about all saints, to whose 
example we look:  no-one ever 
became a Saint by looking out for 
‘Number One’.  No-one ever became 
a Saint by putting up borders and 
failing to offer aid.  No-one ever 
became a Saint by hoarding personal 
wealth, or failing to feed the hungry.  
St George stands as an exemplar of 
saint-hood…someone whose story 
embraces all humanity, and whose life 
was poured out in sacrifice.  May we 
all have the courage to follow such an 
example as St George! 
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I’m going to check the sell-by dates 
on packets and tins in my larder, 
But printed dates are very faint  

and reading is getting much harder.  
Here’s a tin of tomatoes: best before May 2010, 

It’ll be useful for adding to soup  
it’s back on the shelf again. 

 
Use by the end of ‘96 

says this bag of whole grain rice, 
but hidden with mince and onions,  

I’m sure it will taste very nice.  
A Tupperware box looks mouldy,  

with remains of somebody’s lunch, 
and a five years old bag of crisps 
have surely lost all their crunch.  

 
There’s a sticky ring under the honey, 

with sugary bits on the lid, 
spread on a slice of fresh toast 

that’ll save me several quid.  
No one will notice the dust  

on this bag of self raising flour, 
I’ll add sugar, butter and eggs  
then bake in a tin for an hour.  

 
Don’t look at that jar of strawberry jam 

with green bits floating on top, 
It could be carefully scraped away 

but it isn’t the best of the crop.  
I don’t want to poison the family,  
so old tins and packets I’ll chuck, 

to avoid giving them all salmonella,  
which would be the rottenest luck.  

Sell By Dates 
Another wonderful poem from Margaret Tait 
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Sermon preached by Canon Tom  
on Sunday 25 April - 

Acts 4.5-12 and John 10.1-10 
Believe it or not, we have now 
laboured and suffered together, you 
and I, for a little over 6 years.  (I took 
up this post in February 2015).  I 
acknowledge that you have done 
most of the suffering!  I’m quite 
certain that most of what I’ve said in 
that time, from this pulpit, has 
filtered only into your subconscious.  
But there is one mantra which I have 
repeated SO many times, that I hope 
you’ve all got it by now.  It’s my 
mantra about how to read the Bible.  
I call it the ‘three Cs’ of Bible reading.  
So, let’s see if I’m right.  Tell me…
what are the Three Cs of Bible 
reading?  Context.  Context.  Context. 
My message has been that when we 
tackle any portion of Scripture, we 
must bear three contexts in mind.  
The first is the context of the original 
story.  The second is the context of 
the writer of the story – sometimes 
decades, sometimes centuries later.  
The third and final context is our 
context.  What is going on in our 
world, in our lives, that is affected by 
this story? 
 Today we are confronted by 
two very bold claims, made by St 
Peter, on trial before the Jewish 
Leaders, and then by Jesus, as 

recorded in John.  These are bold 
claims of exclusivity for the Christian 
faith. 
 In our first reading, from Acts 4, 
Peter says ‘There is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among mortals 
by which we must be saved’.  Then, in 
our Gospel reading, Jesus warns the 
Pharisees that he is the only ‘gate for 
the sheep’, and that anyone who 
enters into the sheepfold (that is, the 
Kingdom of Heaven) by any other 
route is a ‘thief and a robber’. 
These are bold claims indeed.  But 
before we rush to condemn the 
believers of all other religions to 
eternal damnation, let’s use our tool 
of the Three Cs. 
 The context for both Peter and 
Jesus was a context of Roman military 
occupation.  Augustus Caesar (who 
ruled at the time of Jesus’ birth) 
believed that he literally had come 
from heaven to earth.  Caesar 
claimed that he was the son of God 
incarnate on earth. He used skilful 
propaganda to spread his message. 
Sound-bites like: “Caesar is Lord!” 
and “There is no other name under 
heaven by which people can be saved 
than that of Caesar.” He also had a 12
-day celebration of his birth called the 
“Advent of Caesar.” You could even 
give him offerings so that your sins 

Is Jesus the ONLY way? 
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could be forgiven. He was, according 
to his own propaganda, “King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.” 
 Do you recognise these 
phrases?  I’m sure you do.  These 
were political catchphrases of the 
day which Jesus and his disciples 
deliberately subverted, to spread the 
message that the true Kingdom of 
God would be nothing like the 
militaristic, greedy and violent rule of 
Rome.  Both Jesus, and then Peter, 
were making a political statement, as 
well as a spiritual one. 
 By the time that the Scriptures 
recording those events were being 
written down, Rome’s violent rule 
had progressed even to the tearing 
down of the Temple (in the year 70) 
and to the violent destruction of 
Jerusalem itself.  The Jews had been 
scattered across the known world, 
forced into becoming refugees – at 
situation which would last until the 
20th century.  The context of the 
writers of these Scriptures was 
therefore even more political than 
those of the speakers they recorded.  
They wrote to offer hope to the 
persecuted and frightened followers 
of Jesus of Nazareth, that their faith 
was not in vain.  They wanted to 
encourage them to hold fast, even 
against the terror and power of 
Rome. 
 And what about our context?  
Well, many of the same brutal forces 

which propelled the Roman 
Emperors are still in operation today.  
Violence is still used as a means of 
imposing the will of the powerful.  
Political slogans are still lapped up 
enthusiastically by the unthinking 
popular crowd.  Consumerism is a 
stronger force then it ever was for 
Rome.  Not only do we import luxury 
goods from foreign lands, just as the 
Romans did, we also want those 
goods to be made as cheaply as 
possible, driving millions of low-paid 
workers into slave-like conditions. 
 So, we are wise if we 
understand Jesus’ claim to being the 
only gateway of salvation to be at 
least partly a political claim.  But 
what about its spiritual dimensions?  
Is Jesus saying that his gate is the 
only way to heaven, as well? 
 In his context, he probably was.  
His ‘Kingdom of God’ stood in direct 
opposition to the other dominant 
religious ideas of his day.  Judaism 
had become corrupt, and bound by 
life-choking legalism, and wasteful 
animal sacrifice.  Rome’s claim that 
the Emperor was the path to spiritual 
salvation (as well as economic 
salvation) was clearly nonsense.  
None of the other religious ideas of 
the time were free from notions of 
legalism, control by powerful elites, 
and animal (or even human) sacrifice.  
Jesus was providing the only path to 
God, in his context, which didn’t 
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Planning Ahead 
It is often good advice to plan ahead.  Have  you have given any thought 
to what you would like at your funeral?  It can be very helpful for family 
to know your wishes. 
 If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can 
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving you 
a copy for your records. 
 Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan 
02392 455161 or 07452 982287 

employ violence or greed and 
corruption at the heart of their 
method. 
 But, reading these Scriptures 
into our context, can we really state 
with confidence that Jesus would 
condemn to hell the likes of 
Mahatma Ghandi, or the Dali Lama?  
Would he condemn any number of 
other peace-loving, violence-
rejecting, consumerism-fighting, 
resource-sharing, enlightenment-
seeking religious people of our day, 
of our context?   After a life-time of 
reading and studying his words, I 
honestly can’t believe that he would. 
I am a Christian largely because I was 
born into a Christian family, in a 
nominally Christian country.  But if 
I’d been born in Tibet, or India, or 
Mecca, the spirit of God would have 
undoubtedly reached out to me 
through other gates, other paths. I 

would have been drawn towards 
other religions which honour the 
same core principles of the Kingdom 
of God – peace, selflessness, love, 
forgiveness, and respect for all 
creation. 
 For me, Jesus Christ remains 
the greatest, clearest and most 
noble expression of what a spirit-
filled life looks like.  He is the 
author and perfecter of my faith.  
I’m glad and honoured to own the 
title of being a Christ-ian.  But, like 
you I hope, I also understand the 
context of the Scriptures we’ve 
inherited, the context in which 
they were written, and the context 
in which we read them.  Such an 
understanding means that I must 
take the claims of exclusivity with 
the pinch of salt which I believe all 
thinking Christians must also do. 
Amen. 
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When I was at school, I learned to play the oboe (memorably described as 
above by Danny Kaye in one of his 1950s films) so, when I was sent to India, 
I took it with me. There didn’t seem to be any amateur Western music in 
Bombay. There was the Bombay Madrigal Society, but in my time it only 
promoted concerts by visiting professionals. One of the most popular was 
Louis Armstrong. I only discovered quite recently that he was sponsored by 
the CIA. India was seen as too friendly to the Russians in the 1960s. 
 But in Colombo, I found the Ceylon Symphony Orchestra welcomed 
new players, and they were preparing a concert in a few weeks’ time. They 
rehearsed on Poya mornings (the Buddhist equivalent of Sunday) 
conducted by the Bandmaster of the Royal Ceylon Navy. He was a good 
musician, but unfortunately, when they were giving out charisma, he had 
been at the back of the queue. We plodded through the various pieces, 
note-perfect(ish) but with no excitement. In fact, I have forgotten all the 
pieces we were to play except one: Wagner’s Overture to “The 
Mastersingers” (Die Meistersinger). 
 As we were going through this one morning, there was a sudden 
disturbance at the door, and a small party came in. One of them introduced 
himself as Mantovani, the well-known British bandleader, on holiday in 
Ceylon, and asked if he might have a go at conducting us. He picked up the 
Bandmaster’s baton – and we played as if possessed. I don’t know how 
talented conductors do it, but nobody is going to persuade me that they 
don’t get exceptional results. It was a wonderful experience. 
 The overture starts with the Grand March of the Mastersingers for a 
couple of minutes, and then goes a bit woozy. At this point Mantovani 
stopped us, saying, “I always get a bit lost at this point,” and left us to 
return to our plodding. 
 As the date of the concert drew nearer, we were told it would be 
recorded by Radio Ceylon for a later broadcast (no TV in those days) and 
that a German conductor would be flown in from Delhi, from the 
Goethehaus, the German equivalent of the British Council. 
 He had charisma, but of the wrong kind. A few years later, he would 
have been an ideal actor to play Herr Flick of the Gestapo in “Allo Allo”. We 

An ill wind that nobody blows 
any good 
submitted by Alan Hakim 
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had one rehearsal with him before the concert in the evening, and he 
didn’t exactly win our hearts and minds. 
 By now, the orchestra had been reinforced by the brass section of 
the RCN Band – Wagner uses a lot of brass – who were sat in a row 
behind us in the woodwind. We got through the more straightforward 
parts of the programme, and then came to the climax, the Mastersingers. 
If you aren’t familiar with it, I should explain that after the woozy bit, and 
visits to the best tunes from the opera, it concludes with the Grand March 
again, starting with the trombones, and gradually spreading to the whole 
orchestra. 
 We had of course rehearsed it earlier, but in the actual 
performance, the trombones came in a bar early. Being the loudest in the 
orchestra, they were unaware of this, and ploughed on remorselessly 
while utter chaos ensued. Somehow we got to the end, some earlier than 
others. The conductor was heard afterwards saying, “That is a 
Meistersinger I shall remember all my life.” And when the broadcast 
came on, the following week, mysteriously there was no Mastersingers 
overture on the programme. 

As the Easter season is still with us, I thought I’d 
comment on a throwaway line I heard, “Why a 
rabbit, they don’t lay eggs?” 
 In Germany it is the Easter Hare (Osterhase) 
that visits. Hares do not live in burrows, but make 
a nest of flattened grass called a form, which is a 

shallow depression at ground level. 
 Plovers also make a nest on the ground and appar-
ently may also move into a form. Plovers lay eggs and it 
was thought therefore, probably in medieval times, that 
hares laid eggs. Eggs are a symbol of new life, hence their 
use at Easter. 
 In more recent times, plovers’ or lapwings’ habitats 

have been destroyed because of drained wetlands or dogs disturbing 
nests. This explanation makes sense to me. 

Easter Hare? 
Submitted by Sybel Laird 
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Hymns & Readings - Sunday 2 May   

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar - Rector  

 Hymn (97) 
Words: Urbs Beata Jerusalem (c 7th Century) tans. John Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune : Westminster Abbey: Henry Purcell (1659-1695 arr. E Hawkins (1802-1868)) 

 
 

The Collect 
   

 Almighty God, 
who through your only–begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting 
life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

 Amen. 
 

 1. Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one; 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 
2. To this temple, where we call you, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
you have promised loving-kindness 
hear your servants as we pray, 
bless your people now before you, 
turn our darkness into day. 

3. Hear the cry of all your people, 
what they ask and hope to gain; 
what they gain from you, for ever 
with your chosen to retain, 
and hereafter in your glory 
evermore with you to reign. 
 
4. Praise and honour to the Father, 
praise and honour to the Son, 
praise and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
One in might and One in glory, 
while unending ages run.  
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First Reading: Acts 8.26-40 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south 
to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness 
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit 
said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what 
you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: 
 ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice 
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 
away from the earth.’  
 The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began 
to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through 
the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  

 
Gospel reading: John 15.1-8  

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
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abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  
 

Offertory Hymn (305) 
Words: Sydney Carter (b.1915) 

Traditional American melody adapted by Sydney Carter arr. Noel Rawstorne 

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 
Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

But they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me. 
I danced for the fisherman, for James and John - 

they came with me and the dance went on. 
 

3. I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
the holy people, they said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped an they hung me on high, 
and they left me there on a cross to die. 

 
4. I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black— 

it’s hard to ance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body, and they thought I’d gone, 

but I am the dance, and I still go on. 
 

5. They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that’ll never, never die; 

I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me - 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
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Hymn during the distribution (674) 

Post Communion Prayer 

  Eternal God, 
  whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 
  grant us to walk in his way, 
  to rejoice in his truth, 
  and to share his risen life; 
  who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 

Final Hymn 217 
Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939).   

Tune: Blaenwern (428 tune ii) : William Rowlands (1860-1937) 

1. This is my body, broken for you, 
Bringing you wholeness, making you free. 
Take it and eat it, and when you do, 
Do it in love for me. 
 
2. This is my blood, poured out for you, 
Bringing forgiveness, making you free. 
Take it and drink it, and when you do, 
Do it in love for me. 
 
3. Back to my Father soon I shall go. 
Do not forget me; then you will see 
I am still with you, and you will know 
You’re very close to me. 
 

 
 
4. Filled with my Spirit,  
   how you will grow! 
You are my branches; I am the tree. 
If you are faithful, others will know 
You are alive in me. 
 
5. Love one another; I have loved you, 
And I have shown you how to be free; 
Serve one another, and when you do, 
Do it in love for me. 

1. God is Love: let heav'n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 

and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heav'ns above, 

he who breathes through all creation,  
he is Love, eternal Love. 
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2. God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 

with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
ev’ry child of ev’ry race. 

And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 

then they find that self same aching 
deep within the heart of God. 

3. God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the human soul, 

God's eternal loving-kindness 
guides and heals and makes us whole. 

Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 

God is Love, so Love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 2 May 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Hymn 409 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 

Tune: Lord of the Years: Michael Baughen (b.1930) arr. David Iliff 

 
Psalm 96 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  
   sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 Sing to the Lord and bless his name;  
   tell out his salvation from day to day. 

1. Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 
2. Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 

 
3. Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

4. Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt you, 
loveless and strength, and comfortless in pain; 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you, 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

5. Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Declare his glory among the nations  
   and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
   he is more to be feared than all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are but idols; 
   it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him; 
   power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 
   ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; 
   bring offerings and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
   let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.  
   He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

      he will judge the peoples with equity. 
Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad;  

   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them;  

   let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 
For he comes, he comes to judge the earth;  
   with righteousness he will judge the world 

      and the peoples with his truth.  
 

Isaiah 60.1-14 

Arise, shine; for your light has come,   and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations 
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up 
your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms.  
 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the 
nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.   
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 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth 
shall minister to you; they shall be acceptable on my altar, and I will glorify my 
glorious house. Who are these that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their 
windows?  
 For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring 
your children from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the name of 
the Lord your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has glorified 
you.  
 Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister 
to you; for in my wrath I struck you down, but in my favour I have had mercy 
on you.  
 Your gates shall always be open; day and night they shall not be shut, so 
that nations shall bring you their wealth, with their kings led in procession.  
  For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those 
nations shall be utterly laid waste.  The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, 
the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of my sanctuary;  
and I will glorify where my feet rest.  
 The descendants of those who oppressed you shall come bending low 
to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at your feet; they shall call 
you the City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

 
Revelation 3.1-13 

‘And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him 
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: 
 ‘I know your works; you have a name for being alive, but you are dead. 
Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is at the point of death, for I have 
not found your works perfect in the sight of my God. Remember then what 
you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. Yet 
you have still a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes; they 
will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. If you conquer, you 
will be clothed like them in white robes, and I will not blot your name out of 

the book of life; I will confess your name before my Father and before his 
angels. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches.  
 ‘And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 
These are the words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, 
who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens:  
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 ‘I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no 
one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name. I will make those of the 
synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but are lying—I 
will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that 
I have loved you.  
 ‘Because you have kept my word of patient endurance, I will keep you 
from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world to test the 
inhabitants of the earth. I am coming soon; hold fast to what you have, so that 
no one may seize your crown. If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the 
temple of my God; you will never go out of it. 
  ‘I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, and 
my own new name.’ Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches. 

Hymn 8 
Words: Donald Fishel, alt. 

Tune: 
Donald 

Fishel 

(b.1950) arr. Andrew Moore 

 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

He is the King of creation. 
 

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and is risen. 

 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. 

Now we shall live for ever. 
 

4. God has proclaimed the just reward: 
‘Life for us all, alleluia!’ 

 
5. Come, let us praise the living God, 

Joyfully sing to our Saviour.  


