
  

 

MONTHLY INFORMATION 
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

               MAY 2021 

What’s On? 
Sunday 9.30am PARISH COMMUNION  
(persons who have pre-booked only) 

Thursday 10.30am Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
(in person—no booking required) 

 
Services and concerts will be streamed via  our Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/  
See also http://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/  

And our website at www.stfaith.com 

 
Sunday 6pm Said Evensong via Zoom. The link is: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?
pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09 

Meeting ID: 735 7739 3658 
Password: 018860 

 

Monday - Tea and Chat at 3pm with Sandra 
The Zoom link is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87388723961?
pwd=K0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09 

Meeting ID: 873 8872 3961 
Password: 388033 

 
 

For the latest information refer to our weekly news (Corona 
Chronicle) at https://stfaith.com/566-2/ 

www.stfaith.com 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
http://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F73577393658%3Fpwd%3DcW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0qTSDx0p7hks2UEG_yIYfy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F73577393658%3Fpwd%3DcW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0qTSDx0p7hks2UEG_yIYfy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
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The Visitation is the visit of Blessed Virgin Mary, who was pregnant with Jesus, to 
St. Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John the Baptist, as recorded in the Gospel of 
Luke, Luke 1:39–56. 
It is also the name of a Christian feast day commemorating this visit, celebrated on 
31 May in Western Christianity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Visitation" with donor portrait, from Altarpiece of the Virgin (St Vaast Altarpiece) 
by Jacques Daret, c. 1435 (Staatliche Museen, Berlin) 
 
The episode is one of the standard scenes shown in cycles of the Life of the Virgin in 
art, and sometimes in larger cycles of the Life of Christ in art. 
Mary visits her relative Elizabeth; they are both pregnant: Mary with Jesus, and 
Elizabeth with John the Baptist. Mary left Nazareth immediately after 
the Annunciation and went "into the hill country ... into a city of Judah" (Luke 1:39) 
to attend to her cousin (Luke 1:36) Elizabeth. There are several possibilities as to 
exactly which city this was, including Hebron, south of Jerusalem, and Ein Karem. 
The journey from Nazareth to Hebron is about 130 kilometres (81 miles) in a direct 
line, probably up to half as far again by road, depending on the route taken. 
Elizabeth was in the sixth month before Mary came (Luke 1:36). Mary stayed three 
months, and most scholars hold she stayed for the birth of John. Given the 
prevailing cultural traditions and needs for security, it is probable 
that Joseph accompanied Mary to Judah then returned to Nazareth, and came 
again after three months to take his wife home. The apparition of the angel, 
mentioned in Matthew 1:19–25, may have taken place then to end the tormenting 
doubts of Joseph regarding Mary's maternity.  
And she [Elizabeth] spoke out with a loud voice, and said, "Blessed [art] thou 
among women, and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence [is] this to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy 
salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed 
[is] she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord." (Luke 1:42–45) 
In response to Elizabeth, Mary proclaims the Magnificat (My soul doth magnify the 
Lord) Luke 1:46–55. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_(Biblical_person)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39%E2%80%9356&version=9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donor_portrait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Daret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Daret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazareth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39&version=9
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A36&version=9
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A36&version=9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Joseph
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A42%E2%80%9345&version=9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnificat
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46%E2%80%9355&version=9
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Yew Trees. The oldest yew tree in Britain is found in Perthshire and it is thought to 

be 5,000 years old.  The large Yew Tree in St Faith’s 

Churchyard is only a baby compared to that, being 

estimated at between 500 and 600 years old.  The 

Ancient Yew Group (a voluntary organization which 

advises and safeguards the ancient yew) has 

described the St Faith’s tree as ’a fine veteran yew with full crown and fluted trunk 

which tapers to the base’. 

The yew is now a rare species throughout the world but Britain has more ancient 

yews than anywhere else on the planet.  They are the most long lived of our native 

trees.  They are evergreen and grouped with conifers but do not have recognizable 

woody cones.  Their wood is highly durable, much more that other conifers.  The 

leaves and seeds are highly toxic but birds such as thrushes enjoy eating the berries’ 

soft pith.  When a yew stem starts to become hollow, the living tissues of the 

surrounding bark can produce new roots which become ‘internal roots’ by growing 

down into the hollow.  This survival strategy enables the tree to extract mineral 

nutrients which are being released by decay after centuries of being locked up in 

the central wood of the stem. After growing down to the base of the tree, the 

internal roots continue to thicken and to unite, in effect building new stems into the 

‘shell’ of the original stem.  Yews are also adept at layering, rooting from branches 

that touch the ground.  Hypothetically, an old tree can decline over millennia as the 

new tree grows to replace it in a slightly new location.  Sometimes this is described 

as a ‘walking tree’.  There are a number of possible reasons why yew trees can be 

found in church yards. Yew branches were placed in the graves of plague victims as 

they were seen as a protection and a purification of the dead.  A more practical 

reason was that as the tree is so poisonous, commoners in the town or village 

would not wish to graze their cattle in the tree’s vicinity thus keeping the 

churchyard free from animals.  A yew was seen as a symbol of immortality but 

others saw it as an omen of doom. On Palm Sunday it was once customary to carry 

yew branches in the procession. The tree was also known as ‘the coffin of the vine’ 

as wine barrels were made of yew staves. A threat to the tree can be caused by the 

disturbance of the ground around it.  In the case of St Faith’s there is now no grave 

digging. This can cause great damage to the roots.  A root protection area should 

always be observed and a circle of 15m (50ft) radius is recommended when a 

pathway is under consideration. Yew trees are of special significance both 

historically and spiritually and the tree in St Faith’s Churchyard stands out in the 

Town Centre as a very real landmark. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor   Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield 023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer    
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager  Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North  07590 904010 
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 

*Please observe these rest days 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Opening Hours: Closed until further notice 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 

All enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  

Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 


